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Virtual Worlds as a Potential Field of Social Science Researches:
User Communities in Online Games
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Summary
Digital games have become popular. Nowadays, most of them are online games on the

internet. Online games are not only an attractive and important industry but also a potential field

in social science research. Online games, where any user behavior is recorded as data and
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multiple identical virtual worlds exist unlike the real world, allow to collect more precise data
about human behavior and the outcomes and to use various experimental research methods. We
can conduct researches never before possible by making use of online games. The paper argues
the usefulness and the validity of online games as one field of social science researches and
describes the organizational researches and the marketing researches in the user communities of

online games as one example of social science researches through online games.
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