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Structural Changes in Paddy Field Management and
Liquidation of Farmland
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Summary

This paper aims to analyze the agricultural structure including decreases in the number of
farm households and the farm land area in the Hokuriku region based on the nationwide
agricultural census conducted from 2005 through 2010 and to show the characteristics. In
addition, it examines also the progress of the liquidation and the development of large-scale
paddy field management to analyze the actual conditions of the paddy field management and the

actual lending and borrowing of farmland resulting in the liquidation. The paper demonstrates
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the reality of the paddy field management, in particular the liquidation of farmland, through the
surveys conducted in Mishima/Yoita area and Koshiji-machi. It also shows the association of the
aging agricultural labor force and the lack of the successors with the liquidation of farmland to
examine the farmland management in the future associated with the aging labor force, the lack

of successors and the farm retirement.
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