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The monetary situation of Melanesia
Where modernization and tradition coexist
The case of Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea

Fiji JONISHI, Toshio KAWABE
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Summary

Wantok is the Melanesian-specific traditional social norm and means the members in the
same language family. We conducted the interview survey at Honiara, the capital city of the
Solomon Islands to describe and discuss the monetary situation and the money sense of the local
people. Consequently, the results show that commercial banks are discreet in lending to
individuals due to much dead loan in the personal sector and that the money flow is not enough.
The results also demonstrate that Wantok or their social norms based on the mutual support is

behind the situation and that the people’s money sense is not scrupulous unlike Japanese people.
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