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_URBAN AFRICA: KEY WORDS
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The state of the art of contemporary urban Africa is the focus of this poster. Africa is no
longer a continent of villages and towns, and it is only now that both the size and impor-
tance of urban Africa are becoming widely apparent. A global reflection of the rapid urban
growth happening in the African continent is necessary, especially in architectural and urban
studies. Africa covers a huge area, with great differences within its borders; therefore the
risk of generalising is high. To analyse the urban spaces, the socio-economic context has to
be considered. Nevertheless, some recurring features occur when discussing urbanisation
in Africa. This bibliographical research concentrates on the combination and the repetition
of concepts in scientific books and articles dealing with urban Africa. This led to the identifi-
cation of the key words, as shown above. The diagram simplifies the real complexity of the
continent, but nevertheless it provides a framework of the essential issues involved.

Creativity
INDEPENDENCE: cultural and social rebirth

> © @ Border definition
= OV ,
= C C Development cooperation
O @© @©
0% £ C
H O vV
Music & 'C ©) @ Village model in an urban space
Football c<< MmO
c = :
0o < Inventiveness

-
O

n
2
=

v

o)
1=

3

o

P S

o

Global garbage dump

Distribution of wealth

Cities ETEROGENEOUSNESS -=
- (@))
ormal and informal &

Missing social united awarness

> Contradictory images

Community vs society Optimism VS peSSimism
Ag I‘iCUItu Feé Growing gap between rich and poor

Imported models

Benchmarking

New towns

il povero

W
4 (0))
o g S
> m—
2 5°'m
28R '
¢ 5 u= RREUSEe
— U Growth Rate
E - m <1%
0 5 Y e °
o= - o e City Population 1-3%
S 2 ¢= New colonialism G curormin . -
E 750 - 1000 thousand e
S 1-5 million B 5%+

5-10 million

o

o
O
O

< Poverty

Food safety

10 million or more

Crime

Infrastructure in exchange for resources

without economic development

Ingovernable chaos perception
Services and infrastructure scarsity

Bidonville confines (physical, social, moral?)

Multidisciplinary approach

olence & 2 :
Violence S | Natural resources .8
Flexibility % Extreme climates >
N E Great green wall 2 %
®© O
o e o o) c ]
Africa rising = O No confidence
Incomplete DATAE =
External point of view §. ZI E g
° ° ° ° o —
Missing urban identity 2, S i c O
Ok =
- Internet infrastructure € & .g Justice
T O = O £
D 5 . XE N
G O Island cities 7 = LI ®
S0 Mutual t S 0
O utual suppor U
g € 5§ & ©
S Land grabbing
-

Words' importance

The use of the map of Africa together with key words and images is a deliberate choice. It
refers to a common approach when presenting issues related to emerging countries, where
the visual message is often more important than the content itself. Putting together the
positive and pessimistic points of view generates a fragmented and uneven perception,
that is probably closer to the real stratified and intricate situation. The bigger the key words
are in the diagram, the more relevant or repetitive the concept appears in urban African
bibliography. Some words are coloured; and the colour itself creates a link to the reference
pictures. This is a fundamental step towards research into the African context, especially
from a foreign point of view. Within this context, one of the most interesting topics is the
understanding of the limit between formal and informal spaces, as a means of interpreting
contemporary African cities.
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