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The Eric Norelius Bible

located in Lansing, 1A, was listed among the Baptist followers of Gustaf
Palmquist,!0 Anders Norelius’ friend and colleague, who established a number
of Baptist congregations in Iowa and Illinois.

Curiously, the Bible discovered by Linda Johnson, becomes an important
contribution to the diverse religious views which prevailed in the Sweish
settlements 1850s. The ;1 of the Hedstrom brothers and _.ik
Sannman, along with the signature of Eric Norelius provide us with the human
touch, illustrating the interaction of the various religious beliefs and yet pointing
to a spirit of ecumenicity.

Because of the prominence of Eric Norelius in the history of Swedish
Lutheranism in America, Mrs. Johnson has decided to donate this valuable
Bible to the Archives of the Minnesota Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America, located in Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN, which already
possesses a large collection of Eric Norelius material.

Linda Jol on is grateful for the detailed accounts which Eric Norelius
providedd "1ghis many years in the Lutheran ministry, thus making it easy to
identify the names on the front cover and flyleaf of this most interesting volume.

The mystery of how this particular Bible found its way to an Isanti County
farmhouse still remains. The idea that a Bible kept by the patriarch of the
Swedish Lutheran movement in America also came to repose in the home of a
Baptist farm couple in Minnesota is also an intriguing one.

1Eric Norelius was b. in Norrbéck (from which place he presumably took his surname) in Hassela Parish (Gzvl.) 26
Oct. 1833, the s. of Anders Pehrsson, crofter, and Lisa Jonsdotter. He helped found the Augustana Lutheran
Church in 1860 and served as its president from 1899 to 1911. He d. in Vasa, Goodhue Co., MN 15 March 1916.
On board the Oden was also his older brother Anders (Andrew) Andersson. who used his patronymic until
after 1 the U.S. rew was also b. in Norrbéck | July 1830. He early converted to Baptism and was
one o1 tne cnarter members u1 che Swedish Baptist Church in Rock Island, IL in 1852. In 1856 he was ordained
a minister in the Baptist Church. He served as a chaplain in the Union Army in the Civil War, after which he
settled in Kiron, IA, where hed. 10 April 1927, almost 97 years of age. —Emeroy Johnson, Eric Norelius (Rock
Island. IL 1954), p. 10; Nils William Oisson, Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York {820-1850 (Stockholm
and Chicago 1967) (SPANY), pp. 254-255.

*Published by the Augustana Historical Society in Rock Island, IL in 1984.

30lof Gustafl Hedstrom was b. in Tvinnesheda, Nottebick Parish (Kron.) 11 May 1803, the s. of Johan Carlsson
Hedstrém, an army corporal, and Annika Pehrsdotter. Hed. in New York 5 May 1877. —SPANY, pp. 12-13.

“Eric Norelius visited Olof Gustaf Hedstrom on board the Berhel ship a few days after his arrivalin New York and
had a lengthy discussion with Hedstrom concerning doctrinal matters. Hedstrom advised Norelius to become a
Methodist, but Norelius turned down the offer. —Johnson, Eric Norelius, p. 5.

sJonas Hedstrom, a younger brother of Olof Gustaf, was b. in Nottebdack 7 Aug. 1813. Hed. in Victori: 11 May
1859. —SPANY, pp. 12-13.

¢The youngest brother Elias, who accompanied the two older brothers aboard the Minerva, which arrived in New
York 17 Oct. 1833, was b. in Nottebick 23 July 1816. He went to Detroit, where he became a cabinetmaker and
d. 10 Feb. 1855. —Ibid.

"Erik Sannman was b. in Rogsta Parish (Gidvl.) 13 Oct. 1805, the s. of Eric Andersson, crofter, and Christina
Jonsdotter. He emigr. to America in 1849, after having received a passport in Gavle I5 Oct. 1849. He was

ympanied by his wife, 1sd ’arish(Vn.) 13 May 1803. He is listed variously as
Sandman and Sundman. —Intormation from Harnosand Listrict Archives.

¥Norelius, Pioneer Swedish Settlements, p. 21.

%In the 1850 Census Aric Sunnan (sic!), 45 years old, a wagonmaker by trade, was residing in Knoxville, «Co.,
IL with his wife Margaret, 47 years of age. —Seventh U.S. Census, lllinois, Vol. XI, p. 640.

1'Gustaf Palmquist (1812-1867) was b. in Solberga Parish (J6n.) and arr. in America 1851. He was ordained a
Baptist minister in Galesburg, IL in 1852 and served Baptist congregations in Rock Island, IL, Chicago
New York. After six years in the U.S. he returned to Sweden, where he became active in the training of Bapust
preachers. —Sam Rénnegard, Lars Paul Esbjorn och Augusiana-Synodens uppkomst (Stockholm 1949), p.
226; Allan Kastrup, The Swedish Heritage in America (Minneapolis 1975), pp. 239-240.
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