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Peter Albert Fair

Peter Albert (P.A.) Fair was born on 27 July 1860' in Andover, Illinois’. He is the son of
Fredrika Johansdotter and Gustaf Peterson Fair.> He was found in the 1880 United States Census
in Rock Island, Illinois, resting spot of Augustana College.* He attended Augustana College
where he entered in the fall of 1878%graduated in 1884° receiving his A.B.7, then graduated from
the seminary in 1887®%. He also studied in the public and parochial schools of Andover.” He
taught parochial school for thirteen months', singing for nine months'' and then three terms
assistant instructor at Augustana College'?. Also he had charge of a congregation for fourteen
months®, six months charge of the catechumens'®, and a full course at seminary'’.

Then he was ordained into the holy ministry on June 26 of that year'® at the synodical
convention in Chicago.'” His first charge was in San Jose, California'® where he served up until

' Bergendoff, Conrad. The Augustana Ministerium (Rock Island, lllinois: Augustana Historical Society,
1980) page 39

2 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

3 Martin Brodd, Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustaf Petersson Fair book from
Swenson Center

4 "United States Census, 1880," database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YB3-74W?cc=1417683&wc=QZ27-8MJ%3A 1589399935
%2C1589400683%2C1589400926%2C1589395999 : 24 December 2015), lllinois > Rock Island > Rock
Island > ED 258 > image 16 of 23; citing NARA microfilm publication T9 (Washington, D.C.: National
Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).

5 Augustana College Catalog 1884-1885, pg 7, volume bound in Augustana College Catalogue 1886-87,
Augustana College, Special Collections, Rock Island, lllinois, Peter Albert Fair, Andover, 1860.

6 Augustana College, The Rock Island Argus. (Rock Island, Ill.), 13 June 1884, p. 4: web archives
(https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn92053943/1884-06-13/ed-1/seq-4/#date1=06%2F01%
2F1883&sort=relevance&date2=06%2F30%2F 1885&searchType=advanced&language=&seque
nce=0&lccn=sn92053933&lccn=sn92053934&lccn=sn92053941&lccn=sn92053943&Iccn=sn85
034301&Iccn=sn92053945&index=12&words=commence+commencement&proxdistance=5&st
ate=lllinois&rows=20&ortext=commencement&proxtext=&phrasetext=&andtext=&dateFilterType
=range&page=2: January 2018): Image provided by: University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign Library,
Urbana, IL, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress: Augustana 1884
Commencement stated in part of article.

7 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

8 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

® Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg. 7

1® Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
" Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
12 Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
3 Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
4 Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
'® Augustana College Catalog 1886-1887, pg.
16 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

7 Martin Brodd, Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustaf Petersson Fair, Swenson Center
'8 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39
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1892." After serving in California he was called upon to transfer elsewhere. He first moved to

t.2° He continued his service there until 1985.%' The moved to Stamford,

Washington, Connecticu
Connecticut.”? Then in 1987, he was given the position as a manager at Upsala College.”® Then
moved to Kenilworth, New Jersey.?* Where he served up until 1901.%

Then he arrived in Helena, Montana, on 19 October 1901.2° Where he moved all over the
Western part of the state until 1931.7

While he spent his time in Montana he labored for the cause of home missions montana.”®
Most of the time has been given to his own church in the capital of the state,”” he has also given
interest and energy to the other places in the state where there has been a possibility for the
Augustana synod to begin home mission work.*

During the time he spent in Montana there had been many frequent changes in leadership
in the other churches in the district.*! He had served as a unifying power and influence**--often
under very difficult circumstances®-- has done a great deal toward holding the field for the
Augustana synod in the five largest cities of Western Montana, Helena, Butte, Great Falls,
Anaconda, and Missoula.**

Fair never married.* He made a home for himself in the patronage of the St. John’s
Lutheran Church.*

He passed away 1 May 1931.%" His funeral was held on 6 May 1931.°* He is mourned by
a brother, G.A. Fair of Moline, Illinois,*’a brother in law and a sister, Rev. and Mrs. C.E. Olson
of Algona, Towa,* another sister, Mary O. Fair of Rockford, Illinois,*" a brother in law, John

Brodd of Andover, Illinois,** and a sister in law, Mrs. John Fair of Rockford, Illinois.*

' Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

20 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

2 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

2 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39

2 Bergendoff, Augustana Ministerium, 39
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42 Martin Brodd, Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustaf Petersson Fair, Swenson Center



Ancestors of Peter Albert Fair

Generation 1
1. Peter Albert Fair, for more information see biography above.
Generation 2
2. Gustaf Petersson, born 22 July 1824 in Melby, Jonkopings* and Gustaf lived in
almesas, Sweden.*” He emigrated on 16 July 1854.% He married Fredrika
Johansdotter*” and was first couple to marry in Jenny Lind Chapel*®
3. Fredrika Johansdotter, born 1 May 1831 in Melby, Jonkopings* She married
Gustaf Petersson
Generation 3
4. Peter Larsson, born 6 January 1775%° Father of Gustaf Petersson.”!
5. Catherine Jonsdotter, birthday inconclusive evidence due to multiple possible
days. Mother of Gustaf Petersson®

43 Martin Brodd, Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustaf Petersson Fair, Swenson Center
44 Emibas records 01/18/2018. The Swedish EMigrant Institute and The Federation of Swedish
Genealogical Studies 2005. Swenson Center, Augustana College, Rock Island, IL.

4 “Melby C:3 1766-1861,” database of images ArkivDigital,
(https://app.arkivdigital.se/production/index.html?aid=v35602.b90.s171&page=.aim/index.) accessed 18
January 2018. Image 90/page 171. AID v35602.b.90.s171, NAD: SE/VALA/00246, Gustaf Petersson and
mother Catherine Jonsdotter and father Peter Larsson

46 Emibas records, Swenson Center

47 Emibas records, Swenson Center

48 Personal Knowledge from Swenson Center Employee.

4 Emibas records, Swenson Center

%0 Personal Knowledge from Swenson Center Employee.

51 “Melby C:3 “1766-1861" Database of images. ArkivDigital. Http://arkivdigital.net : image of gustaf birth
description

52 “Melby C:3 “1766-1861" Database of images. ArkivDigital. Http://arkivdigital.net : image of gustaf birth
description



https://app.arkivdigital.se/production/index.html?aid=v35602.b90.s171&page=,aim/index
http://arkivdigital.net/
http://arkivdigital.net/

Descendants of Peter Albert Fair

Generation 1

1. Peter Albert Fair, for more information about Peter, check bio above.
Peter had no descendants.>

53 Martin Brodd, Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustaf Petersson Fair, Swenson Center



Questions for Further Research

One question we had for our research is when were Fredrika’s parents born. The research was
inconclusive for what we found in the date of births. They were illegible in the records stating
when they were born.

Another one we had was what are the ways he unified other churches and what are the
names of the people he unified? This crossed our minds because this is what he did for the
ending years of his life. He spent most of his time doing this because he had no family or kids to
take care of himself.

In his time as a priest he moved around a lot until he finally settled in Montana. Why did
he decide to move around so much? Was it personal reasons or was it a part of his beliefs.

We have created a record for Peter Albert Fair in the Family Tree on FamilySearch. The
record locator is 9XY2-72B.



Source List

Augustana College Catalog 1884-1885. Augustana College. Special Collections. Rock Island, Illinois.

Bergendoff, Conrad. The Augustana Ministerium: A study of Careers of the 2,504 Pastors of Augustana
Evangelical Lutheran Synod/Church 1850-1962. Rock Island, Illinois, Augustana Historical Society,
1980.

Census. 1880. United States. Illinois. Rock Island County. Database with images. Family Search

“Melby C:3 “1766-1861 Database of images. ArkivDigital. Http://arkivdigital.net : 2017.

Rock Island Argus. (Rock Island, Il.), 13 June 1884. Web archives. Chronicling America: Hlstoric
American Newspapers. Library of Congress.

Martin Brodd, John Phillip, The Descendants of Johannes Swenson Brodd and Gustav Peterson Fair,
Second Edition, From Swenson Center


http://arkivdigital.net/

	Augustana College
	Augustana Digital Commons
	2018

	Augustana Seniors Fall 1883: Peter Albert Fair
	Noah Patterson
	Joshua Dyer
	James Goodwin
	Augustana Digital Commons Citation


	tmp.1518556822.pdf.1pKYK

