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FACT FINDING PROJECT

SUBJECT: DOW AFB AND THE COMMUNITY

TENTATIVE CUTLINE:

I. History of Dow Air Force Base
A. Origin of Dow
B. Role luring World War II
C. Dow = 1946-1955

B, Mission

A.
B. Financial effects due to pay raise




I.

HISTORY (1923-1945) OF DOW AIR PORCE BASE

A. QRIGIN OF DOW

The origin of Dow AYE may be traced back to August, 1923, when General
"Billy" Mitchell landed on the then F.F. Rich Fam on Cooper Foad, with
18 Martin bosbers and 11 DeHavilland scout planes, the entire U.S.A.F. of
that time,

It was at this time that General Mitchell told Bangor Rotarians: "I
see a grest future for Bangor as an air base. It is a natural air center
and ideslly suited as an airdrome.”

Although various {lying services operated from this location before
1940, it was not until August of that year that construction actually began
on & large scale. The base was originally intended to serve as a forward
airdroms for active defense against conemy attacks from Furope, and was
built to house & heavy bosbardment group (Note: Heavy them, is light and
medium now.), or & pursuit group, together with supply, ordnance and air
base units for support. The second function, not originally contexplated,
proved to be of vital importance-~the use of the air bass for the ferrying

During World War IX, Dov was host to such organisstions and commands
as the lst Fighter Orowp, 91st, 92nd, 93rd, 97th, 303rd, 306th, and 308th
submarine patrol); the 332nd Sub-Depot (which handled the State of Maine
Adrcraft School); the Air Trensport Command (Nerth Atlantic Division), the
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1905th, 1906th, 1913th, and the 92ith Avistion Engineer Regiments (nearly
5,000 Aviation Engineers were trained at Dow); and the 135th Army Airways

During the course of World War II, nearly 100,000 combat crew mexbers
passad through Dow AFB with thelr aireraft, either en route to, or retwrning
from, the war theatres. The strength of the base has varied from a low of
1,200 to & high of 7,000 personnel.

As of 1946, actual military expenditures on Dow AFB rumways and buildings
were $9,500,000, Other expenditures on the sirport site, not included in
the aforementioned figure, totalled $700,000 (WPA funds); $18L4,000 (CAA funds)
$60,999 (State funds); and $75,000 frem the City of Bangor, an additional
total of §1,063,746. This $10,563,7u6 figure represents capital expenditure
alone and does not include the cost of removabls equipment.

mmmmmmm 1946 History of Dow AFB
as compiled by lst id. A. G. Thompeon, Historical Officer.

C. DOW - 1946-1955

The 1ith Pighter Wing arrived at Dow in 19L6. During the time the 1lhth
was stationed here, they were credited with "ireming out® the bugs of the
fivst P-8L Thunderjets, In October, 1949, the lith Fighter Wing left Dow
and in December of that year the basc wes dsactivated, The Maine Adr
National Ouard, stationsd at Dow since the end of World War II, began using
the base as a training camp in December 1950, and two months later the 10lst
was reactivated in February 1951 and almost immedistely the 132nd Fighter
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¥ing (Nebraska-Towa ANG group called to duty), moved here. At the time of
reactivation Dow was under the Air Defense Comsand (EAIF) and in April with
the arrival of the 132nd Fighter Wing was transferved to the Strategic Adr
Commend, In Jamuary 1952 the base was transferred to the Tactical Air
Comnand.

June 1952 found the 132nd Wing trensferred to Alexandria AFB, la., and
on 1 July, a month later, Dow was reverted back to the Strategic Air Command
with the base under command of the L009th Air Base Squadron.

In Jamary 1953 commend changed from the 4009th Adr Base Squadron to the
506th Strategic Pighter Wing, The 506th 5FW was placed on trainming status
of 1953 the 506th 5FW performed a 3-month TI¥ tour in Japan with its primary
mission set as the defense of the northern part of Japan.
of the USAF to receive the F-8iF Thunderstreak, marking the second time a
Dow umit "checked-out" first with a Republic Aviastion jet aireraft.

In Mareh 1955 the LOSOth Al Refusling Wing officially replased the
506th SFW which trensferred to Tinker AFB, Oklahoma,

Dow AFB is also the home of the Li9th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron (ADC)
support to the 33rd Crash-Rescue Boat Flight, Southwest Harbor, Mains; the
765%h ACEH 5q., Charleston, Maine; the DeBlois Bombing Range, Colunbia Falls,
Maine; the 907Tth ACSN 3q., Bucks Harbor, Maine; Newton AFB, Portsmouth, N.H.,
and Plattsburg AFB, Platteburg, N.X.

mwmmmmdmmwmnw
O%Hare, and present Information Services Office files



A, _STRATBGIC ON_AND oN

Dow Adr Force Base is loscated on the Great Circle Route to Eurepe,
Africa and Asia by way of Newfoundland, Labrador, Creenland, Iceland or the
Asores, utilizing any one or a combimntion of these poimts. Bases for the
route are located &t Coose Bay, Labredor; Ungrave Bay, Quebec; Frobisher Bay,
Baffinland; Stephemwille end Gander Leke, Newfoundlandy Marsarsewak,
Sondrestromfjord and Ikat, Creenland; Heeks Fleld, Iceland; Kindley AFB,
Bermmdaj and Santa Faria and Lagen in the Asores. During Vorld Wer I1I 4t
was not unknown to {1y non-stop {rom Bangor o Harmelwech, North Afries; a
distance of over },,000 miles. With this knowledge it is not difficult to
HFlight presently utilizes Bangor's location on the Great Circle Route to
g00d advantage in ferrying airoraft to mamy of the peints memtioned.
B, HISSION
techrdcal knowledge and edvanced procedures. 10 be propared to perform those
participste in the reserve training progrea to the maxizam oxtent by treiming

and administering sssigned reserve personnel and umits. To be prepared to



Undesrgolng @ decentriliztion progrim for preeurezent of sugplicu
end porvices, the Al Faree is shifting fram its centrel procuranent
syutem %o Jocsl or bose level purchasivge This progrim hus gro:tly ine
erezsed the purchising pawer of Dow Ay Foree Bose.

For exmple, the first nine months of the eurrent fisecl yeor (begimning
July 1, 1954 to yresemt) the Dov APP Purchislng ani Oomtraeting office hus
tsmed $,978 prosurenment tramsuctions for & total of mm.m oovering
19,334 ivevis, ' .

Jocpavebive Siqures Too 40a sans puvied of Wi the yoar Defove ive
3,406 prosuremert twinsuctions for a tobal of $880,38 sovering 915 items,
showirng & wesar doubling of procurement this yesrs |

More than S0 per sent of all items prowured are purchassd from vendors
and gorbreoters deing tusiness within the Bangor ares.
for supplies and services; 970 petty cash tramsactionsy 15 sales contracts)
320 construstion awl other comtructe; and 972 purcheses against blanket

Am oxanple of items and anmual dollir smounts frem Dov ares milk, §100,000;

W&M“MM%MMW@WM
energy, $90,000; fual odl, $100,000; grsoline (autemetive), $75,000; gas

mmm,m construstion supplies (electriecl, plus

MMQMWMMMGQMMM
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- The Sokl exponditire for Mareh 1955 vas $962,311 a5 empered vith
$209,799 for Mereh 1954 =nd $91,037 for March 1953, During the month of
mmummwuuma‘nmmwu
w'yﬁam-mman‘mmm&am
as opposed to tho $302,187 figure for April 1954 The roverss is true,
Aprdl 1954 omd the eampared figurs of §114,966 for ipril 1957 bears this

Doy AD s Sediuily’ Aeibus dver Alle Iasbian 0f enibenuidis Puf Gl
meetlal repeds o Sass ousipunds THS funniien, Swmesly pesferntd &b
ddstant Adr Force depots, requived a largo tremsportsifon expense, This
,mmumwmamﬁnth—t
comosrns. mwmmmmmmct
thwuwﬂ“&‘wmdn
approxinsted §75,000 valume ie expected naxt yesrs £

m—uaa.‘mums@ Prootrensnt 0Ctien, mmuf:.'“ ‘




Base Finance *uﬂmhl the increcse in pw {or nu:tu-y personnel at
Dow «8 $30,000 dn April 1955, Puy vo military pevesmel for that mosth
sncunbed %0 $477,000, with the udnﬁp-nm totaling §101,294
$200,000 spproximtaly, wort to military persomnel ard their deyerdent
4n Class § and & allotosniss Considering these fignres inm cenjumetion
vith vhe $260,690 in buse prosurement, Dow econeny amunted te Approxi-
'.mwamm‘hnnmu

hfmtn ohteined {rom Jase F‘imnlll. 2l IAe Mart P Snt“, Dmﬁy
 Finunoe Offioer snd Dase Frosurement, ibjor Domald 7, Sempders, 0ICe
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