
Bangor Public Library
Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl

Bangor Rotary Bangor Rotary

1944

Rotary Club of Old Town, Maine: A History --
1927-1944
Old Town Rotary Club

Follow this and additional works at: http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary_bk

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Bangor Rotary at Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Bangor Rotary by an authorized administrator of Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl. For more information, please contact
ccoombs@bpl.lib.me.us.

Recommended Citation
Old Town Rotary Club, "Rotary Club of Old Town, Maine: A History -- 1927-1944" (1944). Bangor Rotary. 11.
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary_bk/11

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl

https://core.ac.uk/display/234781053?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Frotary_bk%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary_bk?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Frotary_bk%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Frotary_bk%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary_bk?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Frotary_bk%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/rotary_bk/11?utm_source=digicom.bpl.lib.me.us%2Frotary_bk%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ccoombs@bpl.lib.me.us


OTARY l; B 
OF 

OLD TOW I MAI E 

Club e. 691 Di i No. 19 

• 

" profit most who tT'V s best ' 



ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

OLD TOWN, MAINE 

Cfu No. 2697 Di tri t No. 193 

• 
A 1-11 TORY 
1927 1944 

- l ·- 

"<;H,e profits mo t who serves be t" 



FOREWORD 

The facts concerning the origin, gr wth and develop 
ment of Old Town Rotary Club, together with the story 
of significant events related here w re gather d from 
official club records, contemporary report· in th press, 
District Governors' letters and p rsona1 r coll ctions of 
original club members. They arc submitted with the 
hope that they may interest Rotarians whose membership 
began in recent years. 

It i also hoped that a surv y of the experiences 
through which the Club has passed may prove useful in 
avoiding pitfalls and in constructive cff orts t wards 
building a tronger and more influential organization. 
Acknowledgem nt is made for the help received from 

the painstaking work of those men who have s rvcd the 
club as Secretaries. While little of public acclaim is a so 
ciated with the work of the Club S crctary, any < tt mpt 
to draw a accurate picture of what has come to pass - 
would b us I ss without it. We arc ind bted to our 
Fellow Rotarians of the Bangor Club, and particularly 
to Felix Ranlett, Pa t President, for needed information 
and for access to the files of the Bangor Public Library. 
The note of Old Town's own charter member, James 
wall dn wn from his diary co ering the first five years 

of the club's exi t nee have be n v ry h lpful. 
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OHGANIZA TION 

One of the duties of AH.TlIUH II. SAPP, President of 
HOTAHY lNTEH ATIONAL for die year 1927-28 was 
perform cl on N ovember U, 1927, wl en he placed his 
signatur i upon th charter of the OLD TOWN HOTARY 
CLUB, thus conferring upon a group of busine ·s and 
professional men in Old Town's locality the rights, privi 
J 'g ·s and duti 'S pertaining to a unit of a virile and 
rapidly growing organization. The chart r., numbered as 
2GD7, was completed by the signature of the already 
v t iran Secretary, of the world girdling movement, 
'Ch is" Perry. Whil th ise official acts were of a routine 
nature, th 'Y were preceded by r al "spade-work". 

Principles of Rotary ixtcnsion had been formulated by 
Rotary International Board of Directors and in accord 
ance with them the Bangor Rotary Club assumed the 
work of surv ying 1bhe field and sponsoring the club if 
it were formed. On August 28, 1927, a meeting was h Id 
at the Kuknnsool cottag of Iames Sewall to discuss the 
feasibility of forming a Ilotary Club in Old Town. Dr. 
S illivan C. An<l .ews, then District Gov rnor of the 
Thirty-eighth Hotary Di .trict, M issrs. Wilfred Finnegan 
and Savage of the Bangor Club, with Old Town's Mayor, 
John Hicl cy and James Sewall, constituted the group. 
Soon after this a meeting of citizens of Ol<l Town locality 
was held at Old Town municipal court room and at that 
m .tiug, fiftc n men sign d an application for a Rotary 
Club Chart r. 
Wilfred Finnegan, an active and forceful memb r of 

the Bangor Hotary Club had rend r cl the s rvice of 
int rvi win r prosp .ctive charter memb rs. The date of 
th ' application was S pt mbcr 6, 1927. 
Pending action upon tl e application by th Board of 

Directors of Rotary Int rnational, a provisional club wa 
fc rm d under th leadership of William A. Waterhouse, 
pr sidin 1 olliccr, and Samu I Cutler, cretarv, The pro 
visional club held lunch ion meetings on Thursdays at 
hlks' 1Ial1. 

Form· l re cords cov rin 1 th short' pr ·liminary int rval 
betw n the chartr r application and th chart r pr sent: - 
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tion were not availaible for consultation, burt: letters from 
the Chicago Secretariat are preserved bearing dates as 
early as November 2, 1927. 

... These letters give clear evidence of the cordiality with 
which Old Town's application for membership had been 
received, and also of the care exercised tu be of maximum 
helpfulness to the new club as it took its initial steps into 
the Rotary world. 

CHARTER PRESENTATION 

A representative group of the citizens of Old Town 
locality, a large delegation from the Bangor Rotary Club 
and notable guesls from olher Maine cities graced Elks' 
Hall on the occasion of the formal presentation of the 
Charter to the ofHcers and members of the newly organ
ized Rotary Club on the evening of November 29, 1927. 

A banquet in caterer Spruce's best tradition was en
joyed by one hundred and forty persons. The post 
prandial ceremonies were presided over by John Hickey, 
Mayor of Old. Town and president of the new club. The 
first guest to be presented was Bangor's "W. J." Moulton, 
President of his home club and President of the Bangor 
Theological Seminary. He voiced a warm welcome to 
the new club, to which President John responded. Presi
dent W. J. presented each member of the Bangor club. 
Each responded by giving his name and classilication. 
Mayor John Wilson of Bangor presented a thought pro
voking discussion upon "The Political Duties of Members 
of Service Clubs in Relation to Their Communities." It 
had been planned that District Governor Sullivan L. An
drews should present the charter, but the serious illness 
of his son in Philadelphia made it necessary to change 
this feature of the program. 

Past District Governor Herbert C. Libby, Mayor of 
Waterville acted in place of Governor Andrews. Armed 
wilh statistics, and bubbling over with wit, Past Gover
nor Libby set forth the fact that the Old Town charter 
was the twentieth to pass through his hands to clubs in 
Rotary District Number Thirty-eight, a statement indi
cating a rapid growth of the Rotary movement in Maine. 
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1 he Old Town Club was the thirty-third to be char 
tered in the District. 
The actual transfer of the engrossed document into 

the l c nds of the president of the Hew club wa · mad ) by 
Wilfred ~ Im gun of the Bangor club, sine ~ hailed as 
t:J e ''Ge d-F' th .r" of the 011 Town Club. 
When call .d upon by President John, Wilfr .d re 

sponded happily and placed th charter in President 
John's hands. Congratulatory I tt irs were read from the 

11ort nt and Waterville dubs in Maine and the Ames ... 
bury club in Massachusett . 

Music and dancin t termh atcd the historic occasion. 
'I~Jw Thirty- i1ighth District embraced the clubs then 

xisting in Maine toge thcr with two clubs in N w Hamp 
.hire and one in Massachusetts, 

OSTER LIST OF CHAPTER MEMBERS, ROTARY 
CLUB OF OLD TOWN, MAINE 

Closed 6 September, 1927 

To the Secretaru of notary International, 221 East Cul 
l rtou Str ' .t, Chicago, Illinois 
(Via Di trict ovcrnor's Office) 

'he following have h · n duly elect d to and have 
ace pted chart 'r mcmb irsliip in .thc Rotary Club of OLD 
TOWN, MAINE. 

t is agreed that during the first year the new club 
shall 1 'ct not more than three new m mb .rs in ( ny one 
cal mdar month and that no 1 cw n cmh rs shall be ad 
mitt d until the cl 11h has b en elect d to membership in 
Rotary Int .rnatioi al. 

/cril]. Alb .rt 7. (Bert) 
Purtn 'r, . v 'rill ... ompany 
In sura 1 • -Fire 
80 . ain Str 'Cl OJ 1 Town, Mair 
H. 32 I i rJ Strc t 



~~~::==----~carci. ·1·.~~ number foJlowing the date is that 

Buss 11, Stephen R. (Rex) 
Partr er, S. J. Bussell & Son 
Logging 
222 N. Brunswick Street, Old Town, aine 
IL Same 

Chapman, Ralph W. (Ralph) 
Propri tor 
El ctric Machinery Manufact iring 
60 Centre Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. 22 Oak Street 

Cutl r, Israel H. (Ira) 
Propri tor, Cutl r's Vomen" Shop 
Worn n's Clothing Retailing 
60 N. aiu Str ·ct, Old Town, Maine 
R. 43 Oal Street 

Cutler, Samu l M. (Sam) 
Partn r and Manag r, • dwin Cutler 
Men's Clotl ing R tailing 
70 N. ain Strc t, Old Town, Maine 
R. 197 Centre Strc t 

Desjardins, Ccorge . ( George) 
Proprietor 
Leath r Sp cialti s Retailin 
68 C mtr Stre t, Old Town, Main 
R. 122 S. B unswick Strc t 

Goodwin, Virgil I . (Virgil) 
Trear urcr and fanag r, ,,hapman Fibre Company 
Wood Fibr Products Manufacturing 
orth ain Stre t, Old Town Main 

H. 28 Web: t r Avenue, orth, Bangor, Maine 

t, Old Town, faine 
t 
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Latno, Dr. Arthur P. (Arthur) 
Self 
Physician and Surgeon 
50 S. Main Street, Old Town, Maine 
H. Same 

Libby, Dr. Lewis S. (Doc) 
Self 
Dentistry 
105 Centre Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. Milford, Maine 

Lunt, Oharies E. (Charles) 
Proprietor 
Crockery and Glassware Retailing 
154 N. Main Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. Same 

Needham, Stanley F. (Stan) 
Self 
General Law Practice 
58 N. Main Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. 72 Oak Street 

Sewall, James W. (Jim) 
Proprietor 
Forestry Service 
147 Centre Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. 332 Stillwater Avenue 

Waterhouse, William II. (William) 
Proprietor 
Real Estate Agency 

orth Main Street, Old Town, Maine 
R. 7 Bradbury Street 

We the officers of the Rotary Club of Old Town, 
Maine, do hereby certify that this list constitutes the 
charter membership list and agreements of THE 
ROTARY CLUB OF OLD TOWN, MAINE. 

JOIIN II. HICKEY, 
President. 

SAMUEL M. CUTLER, 
Secretary. 
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ROTARY CLUBS I THE THIRTY-EIGHTH DIS- 
TRICT AT THE TIME OF OLD OWN'S ADMISSION 

Portland 
Augusta 
Lewiston-Auburn 
Bangor 
Waterville 
Bath 
Houlton 
Biddeford-Saco 
Skowhegai 
Fort Fairfield 
Sanford-Sprin zval 
ewburyport 

Pr squ Isl 
Port mouth 
Rockland 
Dover 
Damariscotta- ewcastl 
Eastport 
Calais 
Caribou 
B Hast 
Brun wick 
Camd n 
K nn:.bunk 
Farmington 
Cardin r 
Rumford 
W ~ tbrook 
o. B rwic 
Fmt mt 
Was burn 
ilo 

Charter d 
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1915 
1916 
1917 
1917 
1918 
1918 
1920 
1920 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1923 
1923 
1923 
1924 
1924 
1924 
1924 
1924. 
924 

192.5 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1926 
1926 
1927 



Ii ICANT EVENTS 

) 

928 Aitt .nduncc of Pr sidcnt-elect "HEX;' Buzzell at 
th , H. I. Convention at Minnea olis. 
joint m · ting with the Milo Club at Milo. 
Joint meeting with the B Hast Club at Northport 
Joint me .ting witl the Milo and Bolfa ~t Clubs at 
Old 'Town. 

HJ:.JJ Old Town High School Basketball T am was enter 
b. in d at Lund eon. 
OHi .ial visit of District Governor Bernard rchi- 
lnl<l, May. 
Official visit of District Governor David Mclnto h, 
October. 

9 >0 Ex-Governor Br wster was gu st sp aker on May 
15. 
Pr si<lent- 'I ct Chase was delegate in attendance at 
the H. I. Convention in Chicago. 

19. D ath of Dr. Arthur Latno, third President of the 
club. 
Joint M oting with Belfast Olub, at Belfast, Sep- 
t' ib r. 
Tudor Gardin r, Governor of Maine visited th club 
and discuss 1d the State Code, October. 

1932 D ath of Dr. . . 0. I I usscy took from the club 
m imbership a valuabl member. 

19 

tin with Houlton dub was h kl at Lin- 
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chusetts were formed into Di trict No. 193, while 
clubs in Aroostook and Wash ington Counties were 
includ d in District No. 192. 

1937 Average ai nual attendanc dropped to a low record 
of 68.50 p r ce t. 

9 1 One 1 mdr d per cent attcndanc maintain d 
througl out th month of September. 

1942 Inspiring visit from District Governor Arthur 
Legueux. 

19 3 Citation for brav ry wa earn d by Sam Shiro, 
mobiliz memb r of th club rving with th 
U. S. arm d fore es in Italv. 

l944 Total c1ub m mb rship r ached IFTY-TI REE. 
Club r c iv d R. I. Pr id .nt's citation for not - 
worthy achiev m 1 ts. 
S nator Ow ~11 Brewster <. ddr ss cl the club at the 
unnual m ti 1g and la<li ' nizht. Hi theme wa 
"Post-v 'ar Problems". 
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TOTAi_, ACTIVE, ADDITIONAL ACTIVE 
Past Service and Honorary Members 

a 
OFFICIALLY REPORTED TO R. I. 

Jan. 
Jn)y 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
uly 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 

I, 1928 15 
1, 1928 17 
I, 92U 19 
l, 1929 22 
l, 1930 22 
' 1930 23 
' 1931... 24 
I, 931 26 
' 1932 28 
I 1932 31 
' 1933 29 

1, 1933 30 
1, 1934 29 
1, H}34 33 
1, 1935 35 
I, 1935 33 
1, 1936 34 
I, 1936 34 

Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 
July 
Jan. 

. July 
Jan. 

1, 1937 33 
1, 1937 31 
I, 1938 42 
], 1938 38 
1, 1939 39 
I, l939 37 
1, 1940 39 
1, 1940 39 
I, 1941... 39 
1, 1941 42 
1, 1942 40 
I 1942 40 
I, 1943 , 43 
1, 1943 42 
1, '1944 52 
I, 1944 53 
I, 1945 f 50 

AVERAGE ANNUAL PERCENTAGE ATTENDANCE 
Calendar ears 

928 88.93 
929 84.44 
1930 80.63 
1931 77.91 
1932 78.84 
933 79.52 
1934 82.04 
193,5 '•............... 77 .80 
1936 75.48 

1937 68.53 
1938 73.40 
1939 81.38 
1940 91.00 
1941 92.43 
1942 96.37 
1943 94.89 
1944 94.42 
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LIST OF REPRESE TATIVES AT R. I. 
CONV ~NTION 

Year City Bepresentatioe 

1928 Minn iapolis "Rex" Buzzell 
l ~)2H Dallas A rth ur Latuo 

1930 Chicago Willard Chase 

f):)l Vicm a S11g zestion tl at Dist. Gov. be sent at 
xpensc of clubs made by Old Town. 

HJ 2 S attl 

1933 Boston "Bill" Brown and lay Collett 
1934 Detroit Charles Smith and Ray Collett 

1935 Mexico City Alan Bird, District Governor 

1936 Atlantic City Wm. 7i1li1an<l and Hay Collett 

1937 Nie " I arry" Trust, Bangor Club 

1938 San Fran ·isco 

19.'39 Cleveland "Allie" Grose and Ev rett N al y 

1940 Havana ugcn Dole, Bangor Club 

1941 Denv )r Lo tis Walk .r, Rockland Club 

1942 Toronto Walt r Danforth, Bangor Club 

19 St Louis Cal m Vea yo, District Gov imor 
19!4 hica 10 P rl y Turner, District Gov rnor 
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