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Thus the boyhood of Marius passed; on the whole, more given to contemplation than to
action. "/
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“Not what I do, but what I am, under the power of this vision” —— he would say to
himself —— “is what were indeed pleasing to the gods !” *’
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.in the opinion of society, Contemplation is the gravest sin of which any citizen can be
guilty, in the opinion of the highest culture it is the proper occupation of man. ‘*’
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The gods live thus:.watching with the calm eyes of the spectator the tragi-comedy of
the world that they have made. We, too, might live like them, and set ourselves to
witness with appropriate emotions the varied scenes that man and nature afford. We
might make ourselves spiritual by detaching ourselves from action, and become perfect
by the rejection of energy. ¥
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.the contemplative life, the life that has for its aim not doing but being, and not being
merely, but becoming —— that is what the critical spirit can give us.®
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-he too feels himself to be something of a priest, and that devotion of his days to the
contemplation of what is beautiful, a sort of perpefual religious service. ‘*’
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Revelation, vision, the discovery of a vision, the seeing of a perfect humanity, in a
perfect world——through all his alternations of mind, by some dominant instinct,
determined by the original necessities of his own nature and character, he had always
set that above the having, or even the doing, of anything...And how goodly had the
vision been! —— one long unfolding of beauty and energy in things,.. "’

BoR, BEL BEBORR. S2cHRIBIsZELAMEERLZE —K (U
A) DLDkRAZEALZRL T, BiZHDMAKEE L EINLA S OWRIZHNET 546
R TTCHESNT, W%BI0FOZLEIND, HIVIE, WrhbI LT
HBIEENL, ENE—RBARUWEILEEZTE /o e TLTEDEBOVNIZEL
Dozl b THAHH) | ZFNE LA TOBODOLRIPDELETOEV—EDREFRTH - 72

......

T RE ST, BRONRLETH oL, BEZOLDBETH 72, v Y
AE, b LIFEOEEIBHBOEFEDOATH 728 LT, £NIEFTS. KELZE DT
Hol:ThrH), EEERE<VIA] IE, LI T AOBHERORLETH Y,
<) I ADERKER, FABRL, YU T AE LTS DOBIGRITAENEELEDLZ L
E7%v, TRETANFOEEZ BB DX T4V i, [BREOEE] 2 —oiEE
LaA5H, ‘becoming’ &9 —FEEAHTIMATICEBN LD o7z TA N FOBAE,
[BdZ b LfTAEZERLZLD LRV, HlchbAr ) —Hoimilz bt 2
7ZRUT oIz, TANVNIE, BENRITAEICILL I L 2 S ol TOR, &
Ex [RFOBIITTHEDY ] LFEINR=F—LiE, Eo &) & LxBERL TW
BEERDBo T2, TOMBIX, MEO/NHOEANADHEANLBELSL, FIUT Vit 3
PHEBEICEREDLEBREL, RATET — ZOFNHL LV ESRIEE R
hIZHELTI I RADZENRE, EBERLZDIDOTHL, vV IV AHE, HCORH %
fBo/z& ZiZ, BO—HEZRDEI IRV ELDTH 5,

Looking back sometimes now, from about the midway of life..he would note, almost with
surprise, the unbroken placidity of the contemplation in which it had been passed. His
own temper, his early theoretic scheme of things, would have pushed him on to

movement and adventure. Actually, as circumstances had determined, all its movement
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had been inward; movement of observation only, or even of pure meditation.... ®’
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“The world, within me and without, flows away like a river,” he had said; “therefore let
me make the most of what is here and now.” ”’
[CONZRAERINLZLZERDMOKOLIICHEINE] &, =V 7 REFE- T2,
[ENHUCHIE, SCWHDHDDEZRTIIL L]

Fo~) T AOFMERIE, FIZITEEORBIZHFEZZRTLE) &) 2FNOHDT
6i\ ‘H&LVC&%})O 7‘30

— insight, insight through culture, into all that the present moment holds in trust for

us, as we stand so briefly in its presence. *”
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Don’t squander the gold of your days, listening to the tedious, trying to improve the

hopeless failure, or giving away your life to the ignorant, the common, and the vulgar.
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These are the sickly aims, the false ideals, of our age. Live | Live the wonderful life that
is in you | Let nothing be lost upon you. Be always searching for new sensations. Be
afraid of nothing..A new Hedonism——that is what our century wants. You might

be its visible symbol. With your personality there is nothing you could not do.™
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..you were simple, natural, and affectionate then. You were the most unspoiled creature
in the whole world. Now, I don’t know what has come over you. You talk as if you had
no heart, no pity in you. It’s all Harry’s influence. I see that. ™
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.it had always been his policy, through all his pursuit of “experience,” to take flight in
time from any too disturbing passion, from any sort of affection likely to quicken his

pulses beyond the point at which the quiet work of life was practicable. ™
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..a life brief at best could not certainly be shown to conduct one anywhere beyond
itself, ...
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You have only a few years in which to live really, perfectly, and fully. When your youth
goes, your beauty will go with it,..For there is such a little time that your youth will last
_Youth ! Youth ! There is absolutely nothing in the world but youth ! ®®
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..when one loses one’s good looks, whatever they may be, one loses everything. ¢
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The wise old man, ..would seem to have replaced carefully and consciously each natural

trait of youth, as it departed from him, by an equivalent grace of culture;...””
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..he hopes, ..to make the most, in no mean or vulgar sense, of the few years of life; few,
indeed, for the attainment of anything like general perfection |
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.each age in turn, perhaps, having its own peculiar point of blindness, with its
consequent peculiar sin—— the touch-stone of an unfailing conscience in the select
few. 1
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It had been like conscience to him. Yes, it had been conscience. ®
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To an instinctive seriousness, the material abode in which the childhood of Marius was
passed had largely added. ®
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..Lord Henry’s influence, and the still more poisonous influences that came from his own
temperament. ?
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.it (aesthetic philosophy) would be found, from time to time, breaking beyond the limits
of the actual moral order; perhaps not without some pleasurable excitement in so bold a
venture..Yet there were some among his acquaintance who jumped to the conclusion
that, with the “Epicurean stye,” he was making pleasure ——pleasure, as they so

poorly conceived it —— the sole motive of life;... ®
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The body sins once, and has done with its sin, for action is a mode of purification.
Nothing remains then but the recollection of a pleasure, or the luxury of a regret. ®
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..comprehensive enough to cover pleasures so different in quality, in their causes and
effects, as the pleasures of wine and love, of art and science, of religious enthusiasm and
political enterprise, and of that taste or curiosity which satisfied itself with long days of
serious study. ®
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Ugliness was the one reality. The coarse brawl, the loathsome den, the crude violence of
disordered life, the very vileness of thief and outcast, were more vivid, in their intense
actuality of impression, than all the gracious shapes of Art, the dreamy shadows of
Song. @
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Not pleasure, but fulness of life, and “insight” as conducting to that fulness——energy,
variety, and choice of experience, including noble pain and sorrow even, loves such as
those in the exquisite old story of Apuleius, sincere and strenuous forms of the moral
life, such as Seneca and Epictetus—— whatever form of human life, in short, might be
heroic, impassioned, ideal: from these the “new Cyrenaicism” of Marius took its
criterion of values. ®”
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And Cyrenaicism or Epicureanism too, new or old, may be noticed, in proportion to the
completeness of its development, to approach, as to the nobler form of Cynicism, so also
to the more nobly developed phases of the old, or traditional morality. In the gravity of
its conception of life, in its pursuit after nothing less than a perfection,..it may be
conceived, as regards its main drift, to be not so much opposed to the old morality, as an
exaggeration of one special motive in it. ®
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I have never searched for happiness. Who wants happiness ? I have searched for

pleasure. ®
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A true Epicureanism aims at a complete though harmonious development of man’s
entire organism. To lose the moral sense therefore, for instance, the sense of sin and
righteousness, as Mr. Wilde’s heroes are bent on doing so speedily, as completely as
they can, is to lose, or lower, organisation, to become less complex, to pass from a higher

to a lower degree of development. ®”
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People say sometimes that Beauty is only superficial. That may be so... To me Beauty is
the wonder of wonders. It is only shallow people who do not judge by appearances. The

true mystery of the world is the visible, not the invisible...
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With this was connected the feeling, increasing with his advance to manhood, of a poetic
beauty in mere clearness of thought, the actually aesthetic charm of a cold austerity of
mind:... ®
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The old Greek morality, ..with all its imperfections, was certainly a comely thing.. The
merely aesthetic sense might have had a legitimate satisfaction in the spectacle of that
fair order of choice manners, .. *
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Chastity, ——the chastity of men and women, amid all the conditions,..is the most
beautiful things in the world and the truest conservation of that creative energy by
which men and women were first brought into it. ®*
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And this severe yet genial assertion of the ideal of woman, of the family, of industry, of
man’s work in life, so close to the truth of nature, was also, ..realised as an influence
tending to beauty, to the adornment of life and the world. ®
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.a certain vague fear of evil, constitutional in him, ... *”
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He at least,..was aware of a crisis in life, in this brief, obscure existence, a fierce

opposition of real good and real evil around him, ... *”

---- < RFARE D SOV RFEEOPICH > Th, ANECIRERY S -
T, BOELEOEL O L VA, HERMY BN TVL I EERD

COBENRIIHoT, TUIALKEIC [#] 2o TCRLE LD, kDX %
BHEECBLOBE THo725 ., 5 FRIEZPV THL, FOREICIE, [FH] W%
25D LMo Tz,

The thirst for every kind of experience,..had ever been at strife in him with a hieratic
refinement, in which the boy-priest survived, prompting always the selection of what

was perfect of its kind, ... ®”

------ HOLWLLDERELI-VWEWVIRHLIZ, TY T ACH- TE, BICERBENZ
Vel S R L 8 S LT SRICIIAERROKRE OB VAT TWT,
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CDEITTITRE, HOWELLD—[E| 2 b EDT—OFRIZ, [Z=H,Wh
E| Z2boTLTHLBBE>TW2DTHE, 2LTIO [EHBBRE] 3. <V 2|2
EoTD [FE] ~NDEL LFEVFNTR 272,

The saint, and the Cyrenaic lover of beauty, it may be thought, would at least
understand each other better than either would understand the mere man of the
world, ©
KReFTHX2VAERELERIL, WL 2BBOAPERLEI IS, Phdkd
BEVWZHBELEZA L) ICEDbI,

TV TAIBITAHER, HLET, [FHBLE] CEITLENZ 0TRITNIESRS
Bolze O/, FUTVIIBITA [FE] ik, Z2LLBETH 2,

There were moments when he looked on evil simply as a mode through which he could
realise his conception of the beautiful. “Y

BLV)DDOLFRIE, BHOPRCTVW 2 EOMEZ ERT 2 —FRIBERE B B
WA FU7 I3 —ERSTH 072,

DML FY T e oT (£ @}, [B] 92 bEHEORHVTLE S, 20
BRI THUE, BPL TS, [EEEHET I TA] ORO L) h—EIRER ST

Surely evil was a real thing, and the wise man wanting in the sense of it, where, not to
have been, by instinctive election, on the right side, was to have failed in life. ®
FEPITRIIELET 20 £ LTBRICES 22T, R 2BIRICE > TEZOMICT
DIEPTELVWTELZEANT, ANEZERTAZIE LS ZTHAH9,

Db, TZEEZEIIR] &, FICTRYTY - L4 DOEE] OB % RH7 25,
TEDHRIE, RIEYVR—F— TV FEZEOMBLELRVEI L2 L5, HOHEA
T, TZRERDPFESTVEH2D LBV ESGh o TIEVWTH, EAEICRORATV-
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274N RICK L, 2FOE»S NEFBEBL Cnz—F —, FIHR R REICOEE- 72
TAN RIS L, IR E EMAAEFICL s TRESE L) L LeR—F — ZHizEMED
LEBHMEEELZDIPLAETANVFICHL, FHRWEL ZOMEE L, < T TEBEIRIE
BEHGWIR—F —, COMEDOHEE, WAL ITVYETLETEDY BRI 255,
TANVFIRE D

In Marius the Epicurean Pater seeks to reconcile the artistic life with the life of religion
in the deep, sweet and austere sense of the word. But Marius is little more than a
spectator: an ideal spectator indeed, and one to whom it is given “to contemplate the
spectacle of life with appropriate emotions,” which Wordsworth defines as the poet’s

true aim:..

[Z#FHE< )T R] OFT, ~—F—iF, FOSEOFERL., HER, BERZER
ICBWT, ZAMATE R FSEEFEERAMESE L) L LTwh, 1275, < U 7 AIEH
ZL R TW ARV, b XY BEENAERETHY ., 7T-XT - APRADEIZH
BIREXFEEHREL TS EUABREEZ D o TANEDARI Y I Ve R 5] BH
52 oM ABTIEH 5,

Thi, [EEEHRE<)YRA] OBE2RFULSVETLETHS, &, FARICAL
2 | T2 CRBEIES T, EALICFICERHIFE->TVEILD LB EGPo
TWEDES BRUAATITFo7. TANVREFOADEELEREINTWAETZ L),
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