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“NIRA TO NESRA
BY
FATRICK E. STINSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NESRA
20 .NORTH WACKER DRIVE
CHICAGOs ILLINOIS 60606

ARSTRACT

Article traces the develorment of emrlovee services and its rarid drowth into a3 mador
force in the field of rersonnel administration.

NIRA TO NESRA

The National Industrial Recreation Association (NIRA) 1is 3 non—rrofit ordanization
dedicated to the erincirle that emrlovee recreationy fitrness and services Frodrams are
essential to effective rersonnel manadement. Our members are the directors and surrliers of
such frodrams in businesss industryr doverment and the military.

NIRA Fromotes emrlowvee Frodrams 3s a8 means of imrroving froductivity by fosterind dood
relations amond emrlosees 3nd between emrlovsees and manasement. It assists member
ordanizations in develorinds Fromoting and imrrovindg such frodrams as emrlover sronsoredy

mon—nedotiated berefits.

Established in 1940, NIRA is the only association in its field. Today it serves more
than 29500 members in the United Statess and Canada and Mexico. Its members direct not only
recreational activities in srort and travely but 3lso conduct such varied services as
emFrolyee storesy educational orrortunitiessy fitness and health frodramss hobby clubs and

community service rrodects.

NIRA has serviced the many comranies endaded inm frovidindg activities for their
emrloygees. rnot only has this field drown in numbers but 3lso in stature. The deneral
Fublic’sy emrlovees’ and manadements’ awarerness of the bernefits derived from these frodrams
are at an 3ll1 time highs In order to stay abreast of this rrodresssy effective Jarnuary 1y
1982y NIRA has become the National Emrlogee Services and Recreation Assocaition (NESRA).

It 2ll bedan whern s subhcommittee from the NIRA ERoard of UDOirectors chaired by NIRA

Counsultanty Mel Buyersy CIRAy was asked to study the rossibility of 3 name chande for our

ordanizatiorn to more clearly define the resronsibilities the membershier rerresents. Last
Octobers it was recommended that a referendum be sernt to the membershir to chande the NIRA
name to NESRA -- Natiornal Emrlovyee Services and Recreation Association. Of those resrondinds

79.2%Z voted in favor of the rrornsed name chande.

The term emrlovee services rerresents the variety of rfrodrams and activities the members

sre resronsibile for. The members have exrerienced drowth in many of the service oriented
areas such a3s ride sharingy adult educationr merchandise discountss blood bankss United Way
= the list does on and on. These services are not rerlacing the oridinal Frograms -- merely

exranding to reach the needs of the emrlouvees. To have an effective emrlovee services and

recreation rfrodrams one must fFrovide errograms and activities that reach the highest

S4



rercentade of emrlovees as rossible.

There will be two other name chandes associated with the chande of the ordanization’g
n3me. When the National Industrial Recreation Associationy the Certified Industria)
Recreation Administrators ard Certified Industrial Recreation Leaders desidnations will
rarallel this chande bY becoming Certified Emrlogee Services and Recreation Administrators
and Certified Emrlogee Services and Recreation Leaders. Alsor NESRA‘s srimary communiicatior
vehicle to its wmembersys RECREATION MANAGEMENT Madaziner will chande its title to EMFLOYEE

SERVICES MANAGEMENT Madazirne.

A subscrirtion to EMFLOYEE SERVICES MANAGEMENT is only one of many services included in
NESA smembershir. Others include- newslettersy rroduct and service discounts for emrlowee
daroursy rrogram ideas and consultations rrofessional certifications interrnatiornal awards ard

rational and redional tournaments.

Marny rrodressive steers are beind taken by the rnatiornal ordanization includindg the
adortion of a3 new membershir structurer revised bulaws 3nd a3 rrodressive new attitude toward
this rrofession. NESRA is readuy to be the leader 'in the field of emrloyee services and
recreationn and drow as this field has drown into an intedral rart of sound budinedd

manadement.

To learn about the rnew and exciting NESRAr rlease contact: NESRAy 20 North Wacker
I'iriver Chicador Illirois 60606y 312/346-7S57S.

COMMENTS

An informed staff is essential to rrodram
orerations. If 3 customer or emrlouece
encounters 3 staff member who is unaware of
an activity or offers he loses confidence.
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