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Figure 1. Marriage Rate, 2000 - 2013

Economic conditions are linked to marriage patterns—increases in the unemployment rate are associated 
with reduced odds of marriage (Schaller, 2012). Conversely, better labor markets are found to reduce 
differences in marriage among certain subpopulations within the U.S. (Harknett & Kuperberg, 2012). Using 
data from the American Community Surveys, 2008-2013, this profile examines changes in marriage rates 
among men and women ages 15 and older during and immediately following the Great Recession. Rates 
for 2008-2012 are also examined by race/ethnicity and educational attainment (information on marriages 
in the last year by race/ethnicity or educational attainment are not available on American Factfinder for 
2013).

•	During the Recession, the marriage rate continued its precipitous decline. After hitting a 120+ year low 
in 2011 at 33.1 marriages per 1,000 unmarried persons, there has been no substantial change in the 
marriage rate. In 2013, there were 33.2 marriages per 1,000 unmarried persons.
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Educational Attainment

Figure 2. Marriage Rate by Educational Attainment, 2008 - 2012

•	There is a positive relationship between educational attainment and the marriage rate—those with 
higher levels of education have higher rates of marriage.

•	The observed 2012 uptick in the marriage rate is being driven by the highest educated who went from a 
five-year-low of 55.3 marriages per 1,000 unmarried men and women in 2011 to 56.7 in 2012. For those 
with moderate education (HS/GED or Some College), the marriage rate continued to decline, with 2012 
marking a low since the recession. Among the least educated, there has been minimal change since a 
low of 15.0 marriages per 1,000 unmarried in 2010.
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•	The marriage rate declined from 2008 to 2011 for the White and Hispanic single population. However, in 
2012 the marriage rate increased slightly for both of these groups. 

•	A similar pattern occurred for the single Black population, but a year sooner (2011).   

Figure 3. Marriage Rate by Race & Ethnicity, 2008 - 2012
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