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The declining marriage rate (FP-15-20) and rising age at first marriage (FP-15-05; FP-15-17) are key markers of the
retreat from marriage. Marriages that persist for five or more decades are unusual. In 2014, only 7% of current
marriages have a duration of 50 years or more. Because most married individuals have not lived long enough to be
married for 50 years, we focus on adults aged 70 and older. Among older individuals, roughly 26% have been married
for at least 50 years. The remainder are either in marriages of shorter duration (24%) or are currently unmarried (49%).
Using data from the 2014 ACS, this Family Profile examines the shares of older, married individuals who have reached
their golden anniversary (i.e., 50 years) by number of marriages, race/ethnicity, education, and state of residence.

Long-term Marriages

Among currently married adults 70 or older, half have
a marital duration of 50 years or more.

Among those in a first marriage, 68% have been
married at least 50 years. This is in sharp contrast to
11% of second and 3% of third (or higher) marriages.

Figure 1. % of Currently Married Older Individuals with Marriages
of 250 Years by Marriage Order
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Long-term Marriages by Race/Ethnicity
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More than one-half (54%) of older, currently married
Whites have been married at least 50 years.

Forty-five percent of older, currently married Hispanics
have a marital duration of 50 years or more.

Older, currently married Blacks and Asians have the
lowest proportions with a marital duration of at least
50 years (40% and 38%, respectively), perhaps
reflecting the tendency of Blacks and Asians to marry
at later ages than Whites or Hispanics (FP-15-05).

Figure 2. % of Currently Married Older Individuals with Marriages
of 250 Years by Race/Ethnicity
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr estimates, 2014
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Long-term Marriages by Education

Similar proportions of older, currently married Figure 3. % of Currently Married Older Individuals with Marriages of 250
individuals without a high school education and  Years by Education

with a high school diploma/GED are in a long-term

marriage (55% and 57%, respectively). 100

Those older, married individuals with at least a
Bachelor’s degree have the lowest percentage

in a 50+ year marriage (45%). 55% 51% 45%
0
Pursuing higher educational attainment may 50
delay age at marriage and lead to a shorter
duration of marriage.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr estimates, 2014

Geographic Variation of Long-term Marriages Highest and Lowest % of Older

The share of currently married individuals aged 70 or older in long-term marriages i i i
vares considerably by state. Married Adults in Marriages of

90+ Years Duration
» The highest proportion is 65.3% in Nebraska, followed by lowa (63.2 %), South
Dakota (62.4 %), North Dakota (61.8%), and Minnesota (59.7 %). 1. Nebraska 65.3%
0,
% The lowest proportion is Alaska (35.8%), followed by Nevada (40.0%), O kot G540
Washington D.C. (43.2%), Hawaii (45.2%), and California (45.2%). 4 North Dakota 61.8%
5. Minnesota 59.7%
U.s. 52.0%
47. California 45.2%
48. Hawaii 45.2%
49. Wash, D.C. 43.2%
50. Nevada 40.0%
51. Alaska 35.8%

Figure 4. Geographic Variation in % of Older Married Adults in Marriages of 50+ Duration

Q1 35.8 - 50.1%
Q2 50.2 - 53.2%
M Q3 53.3-56.6%
M Q4 56.7 - 65.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr estimates, 2014
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26 Illinois 53.2%
26 Idaho 53.2%
28 Delaware 53.1%
29  Massachusetts 53.0%
30 Louisiana 52.6%
31 Arkansas 52.4%
31 Vermont 52.4%
33 Colorado 52.2%

us. 52.0%
34  Tennessee 51.5%
35 Virginia 51.2%
36 Maryland 51.1%
37  South Carolina 50.5%
37 New York 50.5%
39 Georgia 49.7%
40 Texas 49.4%
41 Oregon 49.1%
42 Washington 48.8%
43 New Mexico 48.6%
44 Florida 48.3%
45 Montana 48.2%
46 Arizona 47.9%
47 California 45.2%
47 Hawaii 45.2%
49 Wash, D.C. 43.2%
50 Nevada 40.0%
51 Alaska 35.8%

m National Center for Family & Marriage Research
Family Profiles: Original reports summarizing and analyzing

. nationally representative data with the goal to provide the
National Center for latest analysis of U.S. families. These profiles examine

Family & Marriage Research topics related to the NCFMR's core research themes.

Bowling Green State University

http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr.html

BGSU. e

This project is supported with assistance from Bowling Green State University From 2007 to 2013,

support was also provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the 005 Williams Hall E 419.372.3119
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. The opinions and conclusions expressed herein are Bow |ing Green State University
solely those of the author(s) and should not be construed as representing the opinions or policy of an: : U
Y ©) agency of the state or federal gmgrnnent.g P polley Y Bow Img Green, OH 43403 ann‘r@bgsu.edu


http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Center-for-Family-Marriage-Research-NCFMR/159391760775907
https://twitter.com/NCFMRBGSU
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/wu-brown-long-term-marriage-older-adults-fp-16-08.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/wu-brown-long-term-marriage-older-adults-fp-16-08.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/lamidi-25yr-change-marriage-US-1989-2014-fp-15-17.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/lamidi-25yr-change-marriage-US-1989-2014-fp-15-17.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/krista-k-payne-fp-15-05.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/krista-k-payne-fp-15-05.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/wu-marriage-rate-geo-2014-fp-15-20.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/wu-marriage-rate-geo-2014-fp-15-20.html

	FP-16-08 Long Term Marriage Among Older Adults, 2014
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1498748766.pdf.9SR2K

