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TO 

HOW ARD UNIVERSITY LAW CLASS . 
• 

• 

It is not n1y purpose, gentlemen, to go over the broad field 
which this occasion opens so invitingly. I shall not attempt an 
exhaustive discol1rse concerning the profession you are abol1t to 
enter·. It is equally foreign to my purpose, on this day of anxious 
clin ticipation, to emphasize the difficulties and disappointments 
sure to come into your professional life. 

Upon these themes I can say nothing which you have not 
already thought and felt. ·I know, aye, so well I know, how 

· of'ten, in wrapt anticipation each one has out run time a11cl 
penetrated the very fl1tL1re, until you have f'elt that you were 011 
familiar terms with it. During the past year it has haunted 
you like a feverish dream, filling yo11 with alternate hope and 
t·ear. With l1eroic courage you have faced the long, weary 
waiting for clients-the starving tirne for young lawyers-and 
of course you have made ·it lo11ger and infinitely more terrib1e 
than the reality. And then, that crisis passed, you l1ave felt 
privileged to loose the checks, swing to the other side of the 
ar·c, making the balance of life one long season ot· succe~s and 
satisfied ambitions. 

No trick of fancy, no power of· statement, no gif't of eloquence 
could possibly darl{en and illumine wit.h failure and triumph 
the future as you already have in imagination many, many times. 

I should surely fail to convi11ce you that, possibly, your de
spair will not be so great nor your success so satisfactory as 
you have dreamed. A little experience and some reflectior1 will 
teach you that as a r11le, each man can judge his future by his 
past; tl1at, looking over a long ru11 of time, gathering up the 
extremes of experience and putting them togetl1er, he may re-
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aliz·e the change, the actual growth, may see that, he has achieved 
i11deed ml1ch. But the days, and weel{s and months as we live 

• 

them, ma1nk few great transitions. They have about an equa] 
hare ot· sunshine and shadow-they are just about as we our

selves make them. 
No, gentlemen, though it would be a privilege to yield thi 

l1our to the pleasure of these anticipations, and invest it with a 
perso11al. interest fo·r you; an<l though the majesty of' the law, its 
sublime service to the human race, its t1·anscendent oppor
tunities to the individual, appeals profoundly to me he.r_e a 
ever, yet, moved rather to make my thought practical, I turn 
t,he lines io another cour~e a11d speak to you especially of that 
which I think deeply concerns ea.ch of you. I speak to you of 
tl1e preparatio11 and trial of your first case. 

Tl-1e habits, formed in the beginning of' your practice, may 
cling to you all t,hrol1gh it, and it is therefore of prime impor
tance that you start right. Y ot1r first piece of work is in more 
clanger of' being marred, by mistaken notions touching the law-. 
yer and his methods, than any other. And it will be wise to 
1ne_ject now at the tl1r·eshold, errors likely to be carried over into 
your professional life. 

As one not too old in the practice to f'orget some of the dan
gers and difficl1lties which lie _just before yot1, I hope to make a 
few s11ggestions that may be helpft1l to you hereafter. 

There is no more common delusion respecting the lawyer's 
success in his court-work, than that it is dependent on his 
speaking talents. Almost as mt1ch confusion exists among law
yers on this point a.s among laymen. The prevalent impression 
that the trial lawyer· need he little more than a gifted tall{er 
a11d adroit manager, while the counselor, only need he learned 
i11 the la,v, is dangerously misleadir1g. This distinction, f'ailing to 
recognize, that a knowledge of the law is the first essential to 
the trial lawye1n, i~ f'alse in theory and pernicious in its effects 
upon the practice. It is a paradox to say of one: '' He is a 
good trial lawyer, but not a wise counselor." A trial lawyer 
1nust know the law. A complete mastery a.nd assimilation of 
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the pri11ciples in their application to the facts in issue is the 
pre-en1inent requisite. Without it, a lawyer is not read-y to 
hazard a suggestion to his client. Without it, his opinion i 
the merest guess. It must be the parent of' l1is determination 
to try the cause. It is the bed-rock on which he must rest l1is 
case; on which, piece by piece he rears the superstructure of 
his action or defense. It fills and prevades his mind in its 
operation on the preparation and trial, to the exclusion of all 
e lse. It is before him, as the plan is before the architect. . It 
subordinates every detail, directs every stroke, molds every 
thought, harmonizes a11d unifies the entire case by its sl1preme 
dornination. Without this knowledge of· the law, to direct a11d 
control the natural powers, all skill in ma11a.gement, all tricks 
ot· declamation, all arts of oratory will spend their forces as 
blows which beat 011ly against the air. 

No, gentlemen, the trial lawyer must be more than a mere 
talker who has learned the '' rules ot· practice;'' .he must know 
the law. That is the iundamental essential. 

The same reasoning establishe1:> the con verse of' tl1e last proposi
tion, and weeds out of tl1e mind the f'allacy that there exists 
in the p1·ofessiou another class of· men prof·oundly versed in law-~ 
wise, ~agacious, judicious cou11selors-wanting perhaps in all 

• 

the graces of oratory, and therefore not to be tr11sted with the 
conduct of a trial. · 

As a rule, and in the broadest se11se, every lawyer of stand
ing in his prof'ession is a trial lawyer, and every trial lawye1~ is 
a counselor. The power to think clearly implies the power to 
speal{ clearly-Vl'hether to the client, tl1e court or the j11r)1

, 

Given, a man witl1 a well-poised, logical mil)d, learned in the law, 
and he cannot f'ail to pr·es~nt l1is client's case with the directness 
and power which follows corr·ect reasoning. Here, as before, it is 
a question of l{nowing. The limit of expression borders only on 
the frontier of ideas. When you get, into a section of country 
pretty thir1ly settled with tl1oughts, words begin to grow very 
scarce. A barren and desert mind has little use for tl1e forms 
o±' expression. People the brain vvith great thoughts, fill the im: 
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agination with beautiful fancies, and all that appeals to man as 
sweet and tender and sublime will be quickly woven into the 
language of philosophy and song. 

I say to you then, gentlemen, that you may open yot1r offices, 
re~dy, as Goethe says, '' to do that work which lieth nearest to 

- you1· hand." Do this, strong in the confidence, that if you will~ 
you may master any situation presented-but rer11ember always, 
that, no matter wl1at your special talents may be, only system
atic, a1nduous, llnif'ying preparation, will enable you to rneet 
the demands of your profession. 

You have doubtless al1·eady formed habits of study, insuring 
close applica tio11 to worl{, but beware of letting your case D'O off 
upo11 a point. It is the mela11choly way wl1ich many cases have 
gone whe11 there has been a faithful, conscientious preparation, 
of what the lawyer thought every point in the case. Just }1ere 
lies the danger of the preparation by parts, by p0ints alone ; 
something v. il1 surely escape yot1. Tl1e thought I would leave 
with yoll is, that you should make your case square itself to the 
principles of law which fit the facts, and then logical reasoning 
will not let you miss a point. I would have the prepa1nation of 

· your action or defense both general and specific•-not one portion 
to the neglect of another; nor yet of any point without reference 
to all the others; b11 t the preparation of every detail as though 
it-were a piece of armor, of small value in contest, except as it 
fits and joi11s otl1er perf'ected parts, leaving no opening at a11y 
point. 

• 

Let us make practical application of the foregoing reasoni11g 
to your professio11al .work. You have chosen your little office; 
you have passed the probation of waiting, the door opens and 
your first client enters. H e is of the class ,vitl1 wl1om yToung 
lawye1ns l1ave rnostly to deal. He believes that he has bee11 in
jured; he is excited and a11gry. He has q11arreled with his em
ployer; there is a disagreeme11t as to wages. Or, pe1nhaps, his 
p1·operty rigl1ts have been invaded.. His little garden has been 
,destroyed by tl1e trespassing herds of an adjoining land owner. 

. Or, possibly, he thinks graver wrongs have been done him . 
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His personal character is assailed; his wife's good name is at 
stake; the sanctity of the home has been violated and his 

daughter's honor betrayed. 
The recital throws him into a frenzy. He_ is passionate, vehe

ment. You are inexperienced, sympathetic. His recital stirs 
you. The sensation of being appealed to strengthens your self
confidence. The spirit moves strongly within you to redress 
these wrongs. Everything conspires to make your action hasty 
rather than well-considered. Will you cal:ip. yourself, will you 
check the feverisl1 eagerness, will you stop and remember that 
even the smallest case _may involve the same legal complexities 
as though the issue was for millions? Will you have the cot1r
age to look your client squarely in the face a11d tell him that 
you must know n1ore of' the law and facts, that you want to ex
amine the books before beginning the actior1? It may be the 
s11p1·eme test of your foresight and wisdom. If I lrr1ew just 
how each of you would bear this tryin.g ordeal, I could forecast . 

• 

your future here to-11ight. I trust you will have the strength to 

pass through it triumphant. 
This ordeal passed, next make sure of the facts. True, you 

are warranted in leaving this responsibility wholly to your 
client, bt1t beware of his blunders, his prejudice and his bias. 
If you would win the verdict, verify the facts yot1rself in the 

beginning. 
You are then ready to . go to tl1e books; and your University 

course has at least taught you how to t1se them. But tl1e 
thorough investigation of the law in any case, though one of 
the highest forms of intellectual pleasure is never play. With 
our complicated system of courts, state and federal-the most 
complex in the world-with our vast number of reports
of'ten l1appily agreeing, sometimes sharply conflicting, frequently 
construing simila1· statutes differently, and often at sixes and 
sevens on the same proposition of common law-to bring order 
out of this judicial chaos quickly and easily, demands the ex
perience of years of patient study arid devoted application. 
Long and close familiarity with these books is necessary to ac-
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quire that mental l1abit and mastery, which enables the lawyer to 
play upon them as tl1e musician plays upon his pipe, '' to know 
the stops, to command them to any utterance of harmony," 
to get just what he wants out of them without apparent effort. 
. The young lawyer, like the learni11g musician, must attain 
the same result, by slow, laborious and conscious effort. Tl1e 

· experienced lawyer, may, perhaps, comprehend quickly the 
questions of law to be determined on a given statement of fact, 
while it must cost you much analysis and reflection. In his 
i11vestigation of these questions he passes easily and rapidly 
throt1gh the reports,. apparently deciding by intuition what prin
ciple is involved in each; while you must read and 1·e-read tl1e 
sa,me cases, digesting tl1em slowly, rejecting or adopting t,hem 
after long and arduous study. 

If you l1ave obeyed the true instincts of the lawyer, following 
f'ervently the 1neasoning 011 the principles wherever the lines lead 
you, forgetting self and all else, losing sight of the personality ot· 
your client in your close and absorbi11g pu1·suit, going at once 
below the surface down into the deep water of tl1e law's philoso
phy-you may, alas, be greatly shocl{ed, to discover, when you 
get back to the surf'ace and self-consciousness, that you have 
come out on the other side of the case. After all your waiting 
for work, all your exultation at :finally having a case, and all 
your labor upon it, to find the decisions strongly against your 
client, will indeed be a severe and bitter disappointment to you. 
But you will bear the trial ma11fully and counsel him accord
ingly. It need scarcely be said that this rule is never· violated 
by the man who rises in his profession. The distrust someti1nes 
found in the popula1· mind to11ching this subject, spri11gs from 
the occasional loss of· cases, honestly begun and honestly prose
cuted. The non-professional mind does not readil_y understand 
tl1e involved and complicated difficulties of the law-the facts 
of each case, as varying as the infinite complexity of huma11 ac
tion, the distracting a~d harassing co11flictio11s in authorities
and hence each cause lost, may adc1 something to the lurlri11g 
Ruspicion that the lawyer's advice is given rather to increase 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

' • • 

• 

• 



' 

• 
• 

• 

7 

business tl1an on merits. The reflecting man knows that both 
self-interest and professional honor must ever make his advice 
accord with the law as he understands it in its application to 

the facts. 

• 

But taking a happier vTiew, and assuming that you find the 
law with your client, still it is best not to seem over confident 
to him. Admonish him of' th8 uncertanties incident to every 
trial, but without manifesting timidity or a too-abundant-cau
tio11. Tell him you believe he has a good case; that you v,ill 
win it if you can, and that you think you can. 

Having advised your client to begin suit do not think that 
yot1r work on law or fact is do11e. 

Look well to the pleadings. More cases are wrecked because 
of carless1y drawn complaints and answers than laymen ever 
suspect, or lawyers ever admit. 

Draft these papers, being most heeclful of all the details of 
fact, and holding rigidly to the law already determined. I tell 
you, painful experience will impress you with the value of this 
ru1e, each time your violations provoke its application by the 
Court. Before the pleading leaves your hands, yo11 must have 
selected· with the nicest discrimination every word which fixes 
the lines of the contest. You must have mapped out the whole 
campaign, arranged yo11r forces, studied the opposing counsel's 
position, thought of every contingency and prepared for every 

emergency. 
This done, and having at your office, examined and re-ex-

amined your witnesses, analyzed their testimony, and fixed the 
order of calling them, yo11 need feel 110 anxiety about entering 
the court-1noom. Still keeping in mind, that the law of t·he case 
should control its whole management, you bend ever effort to
ward the pivotal puints, about whicl1 the action must turn. Y ot1r 
cle~r understanding ot· what you must prove shapes every ques
tion. It compels directness of answer. It guards jealously the 
1imits of admissibility of evidence. Nothing is irrelevant, every
thing is in order. The Oo11rt quickly grasps tl1e points at is
sue, the jury follows yo11 easily, and without weariness or effort, . 

• 
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and your case moves rapidly 011, carrying their minds directly 
to the co11clusions you would establish . 

• 

Not until yol1 reach the cross-exami11atio11 of witnesses will 
you encounter a single difficulty that tl101nough preparation can 
not overcome. Here there enters a new element offering oppor
tunities ±'01· pecial talent. To be able always to conduct a 
cross-examinatio11 with advantage is indeed a rare power. It 

I 

is difficult to define. It is that ''other intuition," which makes 
)tOU know the witness when he has answered the first question 
as though he were a part of you; it enables you to determine 
the workings of' his mind ; to anticipate his thoughts ; to know 
wl1en he is about to hurt you with invented testimony; to know 
l1ow to lead him along, step by step, just up to that critical 

• 

point-deceiving him into the belief that he is deceiving you-
getti11g ~11 tl1at is helpful ·to your cause out of him, and then 
dismissi11g him just short of wh(~re he had aimed to st1·ike the 
fatal blow. This is genius, and is, in part at least, the gift of 
nature. It can never be acquired in its fullest perfection. 
There is 110 denying that to win· the greatest fame as a trial 
lawyer, yoll must possess this power. But wanting it, you need 
not despair ot· even a fair measure ot· 11ccess in the cross-exam
ina tion of witnesses. Besides, this part of the trial can, except 
in rare instances, be curtailed without great sacrifice. Indeed, 
it was the opinion of tl1e late Senator Carpenter-himself a 

• 

most skillf'ul examiner ot· witnesses-that in many instances, 
the cross-examinations were better· omitted altogetl1er. 

If the presentation of the law to the Court is the crucial test 
of your courage, ancl seems the most crit.ical point in the trial, 
it is only because here you must stand up alone under your 
responsibility for just what you are worth. It is not because 
every step in the proceedi11g is not equally dependent on the 
princiJJles of law; but because here there is no chance for any 
concealment; because here, your want of prepar~tion will be 
clearly manifest. Up to this point, you may have concealed t,he 
real cause of your bl11nders; you may have been permitted to 
amend your pleadings; you may l1ave succeeded in shirl{i11g 

• 
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mt1ch of the embarrassment of a <lisa ·trous and awkward exam
ination of witnes es off upon your unfortunate client. But there 
i. no cloak which will cone al ignorance of the law when you 
face tl1e Court. Ev 11 the novic of the court-room understands • 

t he cat1se of your failure here. Who has not witnes ed these 
pai·nful exl1ibitions----th impotent truagle to cover up under a 
mas of hastily collect d authoriti a the Want of preparation ; 
the pitiful sight of the lawyer loaded do\vn with books he does 
11ot know how to use-:flt1sl1ed, heated, confused, doubtful where 
to begin, , carcely realizing what he l1as read, never k11owing 
wher to end, wearying tl1e Court and missing tl1 very points 
lie l1ould make? 

With tl1e case thorou hly brie£ d, yol1r autl1orities tl1or
oughly n1ast red, yol1 will use but few books, and every word 
vrill seen1 written for your case. You will forget embarras - • 
men t i11 rea, oning ; earne tne s will possess you ; confidence 
will upport you ; th atte11tion of tl1e nourt will in pire you, · 
and whe11 yot1 have · en led, you will turn to the jury, ,·trong 
with yourself, and tl1e judg , ready to rou11d out to fulln s an l 
completion your cas . 

And, gentlen1en, I trust that you will not indulge i11 tl1e 
d l11sion that you an now abandon tl1 rule,· of la,v and logic, 

' and s k, by m r talk, to c3:jole your jury into rendering you 
an u11 ar11ed verdict. While it is true, that tl1 judgment of 
men i · om tin1<:, llnduly influenced by feeli11g, }T t you ignore 
an in1portant elen1ent in hu111an character if you su1 pose juries 
are oft n controlled by ·entiment alone. Before they can be 
leeply n1ove 1 by tl1eir e1notions, hey 1n11st find justification for 
tl1elr action in reason. Great criminal lavvyers 11ever lose sight 
of thi.· princi1Jle. Th y first eek to establish a legal doubt in 

.._,, 

the mind of th jury as to th guilt of he accused, before tl1ey 
attempt to play upon th , feelings, Bl1t the great bt1llr of court 
l ractic doe· not adn1it of mucl1 se11tim uta.lity. And it is n1y 
0L.·crvatio11 ancl experienc that tl1 mo,·t dangerous ma11 b fore 
ju lge or jury is tl1e 011e vvho, understanding his case, ha by his 
examination of vvitnes es with ·referenc to the law, laicl the 

• 
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fou11dation for an invincible a1ngument. I care not how devoid 
l1e rnay be of oratorical grac.e ; I care not how ungainly his 
appearance, how awkward his gesture, how unpleasant his 
voice. If he has tl1at clear understanding, that stro11g· convic
tion, that will enable l1im to transfer his own view of his case 
to the mind of the jury, he is an able advocate and a most dan
gerous adversary to encounter. 

No, no, you must not go backward. Hold fast to the high 
course \Vhich you have pursued to this point in the preparation 
and trial of this case. You are standing before twelve intelli
gent, co11scientio11s men whose minds you must convince. J t1st 
as the knowledge of the law co11trolled the advice to your clie11t, 
framed your pleadings, directed the examinatio11 of witnesses, 
1nolded your argument to the Col1rt, so must . it preside over 
your address to the jury, form its lines, marshal its propositio11s, 
direct its movement, knit together it~ reasoning into one pow
erful, concise summation, and leave it where it will be but 
t·ortified a11d stre11gthened by the instructio11s of the court. 

Prepared and tried by these rules, I promise you a verdict 
i11 your first case. 

Here, then, open before you, lies the way to the highest st1c
cess in that profession upon which all society rests for its pro
tectio11 and perpetuity. With your cases systematically prepared 
-the facts clearly understood, principles correctly settled, 
authorities thoroughly digested, your client faithfully advised
your feet are on firm grol1nd, and no power on eai:th can dep1·ive 
you of the sure honors which lie in your way. 

You will not win every case. You will meet with some sur
l)rises and many disappointme11ts. Y Oll will son1etimes find, 
notwithstanding all precautions, that you have been misled as 
to tl1e fact,s. You will sometimes find the al1thorities unsettled 
and be thrown back upon yol1r own reasoning. You will some
times feel certain that the Court has greatly endangered its 
reputation for soundness and lear11ing, in disagreeing with you. 
But you will Sl1rvive it all. To the lawyer wl10 fits his profes
~ion it is not everything to gain tl1e case. After thorough 
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preparation, when you have gone through to tl1e end of the 
trial, whether you have won or lost, you will find yourself 011 

higher ground. . 
Sta1·t right! Prepare every case as thol1gh your reputation 

depended l1pon it, not only your ability as a lawyer, bl1t your 
professional and personal ho11or. You will then find in your 
ready hands the powerful and legitimate weapons ±or every :;on
test, a11d all temptation and all occasion to use others wi11 be 
removed. 

No l::,1,wyer, from choice, would sinlr to the level of a petti
fogger . No rnan whose love of the law has led him through 
the curriculum of a Law School, could easily fall into that 
intellect11al and moral ruin, which is the fit habitation of this 
trickish knave. And yet the decline from imperfect and care
less pr eparation to irregular habits a.nd no preparation, to 
equivocal methods and the practices ot· indirection, alas, is steep 
and rapid. 

There is one and 
give yourself a fair 

• 

nrom1se. 
' -

only one way : be l1011est 
chance and your future is 

,vith yourself'; 
safe a,nd full of 

Gentlemen o±' the Graduating Class, as · you take your place 
beside us within the profession here to-day, I canr1ot escape the 
spell of retrospection. Holding you by the hand, greeting you 
as brothers, and then looking back at what has been, appre
ciating what is, the eye fills, words fail, and the mind almost 
staggers in comprehending the swift work of a quarter of a 
century. 

Wl1y, stop and think what this day presents! Fact out
runni11g :fiction ! Past history made a dull and lif'eless story ! 
Prophecy mocked, and the dreams of the wildest enthusiast· a 
century too slow! · 

Away with the man, who talks of improvidence and scoffs at 
• 

tl1e progress of a people, who through six ge11erations were held -
, in a bondage where ignorance was enforced and learni11g pun

ished with the lash ; who, only a score of' years ago, by · tl1e 
tl1roes of civil war, were flung into full American citizenship, 
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weak, helples , naked; coming out of a system of servitude that 
left them only physical st1·ength-not disciplined even to self
l1e1p. Of all they bad to lea1·11 1 nothing so di:ffict1l t as learniug 
to work for themselves. Not prepared gradually fort.his great 
transfor:nation, but. lifted at 011ce to tl1e awf11l responsibility of 
selt'-care and self-development. Nay more, at this dizzy height, 
clothed with the be,vildering at1thority of elf-gover11ment and 
overeig11 power. A migl1ty ea1·thq 11ake rocked this con tin en t 

a11d cl1anged the face of tl1e outh. The swamp, the mire, the 
very pit, was th1·ow11 to the top of the mountain. Nothing 
approache it in history. To-night, a slave, tl1e rnea11est creature 
of the earth; to-morrow, an Arnerican citizen, the peer of kings. 
The powerful recoil of a long violated and broken law, not the 
calculated management of me11 1 wrought ot1t, this mighty t1·a11s
formation. 

The result ·defies all comparison, and leave us mute with 
wonde1·. Slavery a11d a lear11ed profession in one ge11eration ! 

Ge11tlemen, this day of your adn1ission to that professio11, 
vvhich honors every man who ho11ors it, iR a day of royal 
t1·iun1ph f'or you-but it is not a day of triumph fo1· you alone. 
We all have a share in it. From the gilded home of the 
millio11aire at the North, to the meanest ht1t in the 1·ice swamps 
of the South, every man and woman in th la.nd owns an inter
e t in this event. 

W are one people, one by birth, one aln1ost by blood. Ot11· 
lives run side by side. Ou1· ashes rest i11 the an1e soil . The 
ocial order of things wraps us about aJtogetl1er , as tl1e _atn10 .. 

phere e11velopes the earth. Each of u draws from it, that 
,v l1icl:i nourishes intellectual and pi ritual life. Each one 
consciously, or u11consciously, give back sometl1ing of himself, 
cl an or unclean, nourishing or poisonous, to that social orga11-
ization. It i s11obbisl1 st11pidity, it is supreme folly, to tallr of· 
non-contact, ofexclu ion! Recognize it or not, it is a ho1no
geneous mass, a11d .each elen1e11t is vitally i11terested in every 
other. 

But there are those to ,vhom you1· elevatio11 ap1 eals with 

' 

• 

• 

' 

• 
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.especial sig11ifi.ca11ce. To tl1e colored peo1)le of tl1e South, it is 
a matter of profou11d conce1~n. Oh, gentlemen, ge11tleme11, l1ave 
yol1 the fL1ll co11ception of tl1e t111limited possibilities, t1po11 the 
very ma1·gin of wl1icl1 you sta11 l to-day? To the men of yot11· 
rank , to tl1e . men of you1· learning, :-iye, to the men of' your 
p1·ofession, 111l1st your people look for their leaders. Lool~ to 
you to throw over tl1em tl1e shield of the law, to teach tl1em 
tl1eir personal and pr operty right.s, to be propl1ets unto tl1em , 
to inspire them with a loftie1· meaning of liberty than mere 
freedom of t he hands, to inspire tl1em with the enlarged se11se of' 
personal rigl1ts, i11s11red to eacl1 citizen, th1·ough his neighbor'8 

sacred obser·vance of the law. · 

• 

• 

You stand upon t11e 1·im . of a t). ever-expandi11g horizon. The 
morning break . Be,fo1·e you lies t he waiting world of oppor
tunity-behi11d )'OU the lo11g night of degradation, of ignominy, 
of hl1mar1 slavery. At you1· back sta11ds a quick, responsive, 
capable, willing race, pa11ti11g to be lead to a 11igher civilization 
-above and beyond you the angel of human progress becko11f-s · 
you on a11d 011 . A 11ew centl1ry is bursti11g upon you. There 
never was such a11 opportunity fo1· 1eadersl1ip in tl1e hi story of 
the l1uma11 race. You are eql1ipped for the mighty co11test. 

• 

Go to your work. 

•• 

• 

• 

• 
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special significance. To tl1e colored peo1)le of tl1e South, it is 
a matter of p1·ofot111d conce1·n. Oh, gentlen1en, gentlemen, l1a,re 
you the fL1ll conception of t11e t111limited possibilities, t1po11 tl1e 
very ma1·gin of wl1ich you sta11d to-day? To the men of yot11· 
ranl~ , to t l1e. men of your learning, :.1.ye, to the men of you1· 
prof'ession, n1t1st your people look for their leaders. Lool{ to 
you to th1·ow ove1· them the shield of the law, to teach tl1em 
tl1eir perso11a1 and property righ ts, to be propl1ets unto tl1em , 
to inspire them with a loftier· meaning of liberty than mere 
freedom of the hands, to inspire tl1en1 with t }1e enlarged se11se of 
perso11al rigl1ts, i11st1red to eacl1 citizen, through his neighbor's 

sacred obser·vance of the law. · 

• 

You stand upon t11e 1·im of a11 ever-expandi11g horizon. The 
morning breal"s. Befo1·e you lies t he waiting world of oppor
tunity-behind 1·ou the lo11g night of degradation, of ignominy, 
of hl1mar1 slavery. At your back sta11ds a quicl{, res11011sive, 
capable, willing race, pa11ti11g to be lead to a 11igher civil ization 
-above and beyond you the angel of human progress beckons · 
you on a11d on. A new centt1ry is bursting upon you. There 
never was such a11 opportunity fo1· 1eadersl1ip i11 tl1e history of 
the l1uma11 race. You a1·e eqt1ipped for the mighty co11test. 

Go to your ,vor k. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 


	Howard University
	Digital Howard @ Howard University
	1-1-1901

	Address to Class 1885-1886
	Robert M. LaFollette
	Recommended Citation


	JCheek626
	JCheek627
	JCheek628
	JCheek629
	JCheek630
	JCheek631
	JCheek632
	JCheek633
	JCheek634
	JCheek635
	JCheek636
	JCheek637
	JCheek640
	JCheek641
	JCheek642
	JCheek643
	JCheek644

