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~_President Lincoln inspecting Fort Stevens during battle on
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A Narrative About President Abraham Lincoln
That Everyone Should Resad
by

Emma R. Clarke, Retired Teacher Emeritus
Rendall Jr. High School, Washington, D. C.
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DECEMBER B8, 1946

OLDEST INHABITANTS HOLD ANNUAL DINNER—Brooke Johns, president of the Montgomery
County Board of Commissioners, who entertained at the annual dinner of the Oldest Inhabi-
tants last night; John Clagetit Proctor, who presided, gnd Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant III, who
spoke. The dinner was held at Hotel 2400, —Star Staff Photo.

S

-

Charles W. Ray, retiring as president of the Brightwood
Citizens' Association after 30 years in that post, is presented
a cake by fellow members of the organization Maurice N.
Thompson (left), new president, and John Clagett Proetor, vice il
president, made the presentation at a testimonial meeting last
night in Paul Junior High School. —Star Staff Photo.

resolution is to be bound in leather
and presented to Mr. Ray.

Charles W. Ray, president of the
! Brightwood Citizens' Association for

|the -past 30 years, was honored on
his retirement from office at a meet-
ing last night of the assoclation at
Puul Junior High School.

Another veteran association mem-
ber, Vice President John Clagett

| Proctor, presented Mr. Ray a pen|

The association commended re-
cent action of the Federation of
Citizens® Associations In appointing
a commitites to investigate the re-
port on racial segregation made by
the Council of Social Agencies.

It was voted to extend anual
membership to the captains of the

and pencil set in behalf of the mem- police and fire departments in the
bers. Mr. Ray also was given a|Brightwood community, ministers of
- cake., all churches and principals of all
Mr. Proctor praised the retiring |public and parochial schools in the
officer’s long and faithful service mia.ren. Ninety-five new members were
|the association and traced the | accepted last night. The meeting||
growth of Brightwood from 1916 to |was conducted by the new presi-
19468, He outlined eivie imprnve-;dent. Maurice N. Thompson. -
ments he said had been l;rl;nught!
{about largely through influénce of 1 1 H
|t.he Brightwood association undeI;KEl‘lSll‘lgfﬂl‘l Benefit Tﬂﬂlghl‘
|Mr. Ray's leadership. | A motion picture show for the
* The association unanimously|benefit of the Kensington Fire De-
|adopted a resolution commending | partment will be held at the fire-
|Mr, Ray's service. A copy of the house at 7:30 o'clock tonight.
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Foreword

The writer believes she is doing a great service to the public in
offering this narrative, because of its historicsl setting in Washington,
D: C., the Nation's Capitol, and because of its" portrayal of the deeds
according to the late Wendell Wilkie'of ™Men enc women who worked, fought
And died that America might live and who made America great by contrib-
uting their own greetness to a country which was founded and has endured
on the principles of life, liberty and the pursuit of heppiness as the
right of every man. There were giants in those days. They proved that
Americenism is a matter of Spirit, not of Birth."

This article is devoted to a true narrative of the Capture of Fort
Stevens by the Union Defenders from General Jubel Eerly's troops, July
12, 1864 during the Civil War.

No one cen afford to reside in or visit Washington City without
seeing this historic spot on which is located the boulder bearing the |
bronze marker, commemorating the presence of President Abraham Lincoln
under fire there on the date of the battle, when two hundred and fifty
Union Defenders were killed.

For the veluable and suthentic historical information contained
herein we are indebted to articles by David Rankin Barbee, "The Washington
Post," November 8, 1931; John Clagett Proctor, "The Sunday Star," Febr=, i
uary 2, 1936; January 26, 1939; August 2, 1942; Januery 16, 1944; July
8, 1945; Parke A. Armold, "The Sunday Ster," July 19, 1939; George
Kennedy, "The Sunday Star," August 13, 1944; Bernard Kohn,"The Sunday
Ster,™ July 4, 1937; end for first hand information from Mrs. Elizebeth
Thomas and her daughters when we stayed with her in her new house at
Fort Stevens on her ancestor's estate which once comprised eighty eight
acres, but at the Uime of our visit contained eight scres only, we were
told.

S
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Chepter I
Introduction
On July 4, 1946, I visited a lady who lives in Mount Plesasant, D. C.,

After a pleasant chat, we decided to teke a car ride as it was such a
beautiful afternoon. I suggested that we go to Fort Stevens, D. Ce, to

. which she heartily agreed, since she had never been there.

She was delighted on arriving end equally surprised to know that she
had lived near this historic spot and yet had never visited it before, nor
even heard of it, though a resident of Washington city since leaving her
home in Pennsylvenia a number of yeare 8go. For a long time she too has
lived about one square from the Georgia Avenue car line that extends
north directly to the entrance 'ofFort Stevens.

Labor Day. smother lady snd I decided to teke an auto ride and she
too was eager to visit Fort Stevens after hearing about the plesasant
Fourth of July visit. She likewise was highly elated and astounded when
seeing this intensely beautiful historic spot so near the heart of the
eity and about which so little seems to be said and known.

My first visit was with my mother, Mrs. Phoebe A, Clarke, many years
ago, when the original owner, Mrs. Elizebeth Thomes lived there. Mother's
grandmother, Mrs, Phoebe Payne, was an intimate and 1ife long friend of
Mrs. Thomas' mother and grandmother. So during vecetions severel summers
mother, my brother, Attorney Herry A. Clarke, and I enjoyed very hot months
in the cool bracing breezes of Fort Stevens, in Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas'
new home near which were the homes of her three daughters, Mrs. Martha
Grant, Mrs. Elize Johnson and Mrs. Jennie Bowie and their femilies. Dur-
in these visits we all learned from Mrs. Elizabeth Thomes and family
many things concerning the interesting and historic happenings at Fort
Stevens during the Civil War.

A-l
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Chapter II
Location and Naming Fort

The two incidents Jius% related concerning D. C. Solks not being
much scquainted with the vicinity of Fort Stevens end its history. suge

~ gested to me that perhaps there may be others in the same category. who

would like also to visit the site and know something of the walusktle
historical setting. Hence this feeble effort to produce an sccount.

persons who played such important perts in saving not only the City of
Washington, the Netion's Capital, but also the Nation itself by perform-
ing July 12, 1864, "The Trick that Saved Washington City and the Union"
during the Civil War.

Fort Stevens was erected in October 1861 by Massachusetts uuldiarl}

It was first called Fort Massachusetts. but a year later the name was
changed to Fort Stevens in honor of Goneral Isasc Ingalls Stevens. who
was killed et Chentilly, Virginia. It wes renamed in his honor, because
he was a soldier who had a real baptism of fire.

When his troops wavered under the terrific fire, he rushed forward
to the leading regiment, seized the colors from the wounded bearer and
calling on the Highlenders to follow him, led them in the onslaught which
hurled back the enemy.2 1 the moment of victory he fell, his brain
pierced by a bullet in the temple and the flag of his country in his
dying hand. One cannot help thrill to such an heroic incident. Such
men put patriotic service above honor for themselves and their personal
monetary end egotistic interests.

The remparts of this defense extended from about 50 feet north of
the old Brightwood School on Georgia Avenue end Quackenbos Street in a
northerly direction for about 180 feet, then in a general northwest
direction for 140 feet, afterwards northwest at a more acute angle for
S0 feet, next nearly west for 220 feet and finally southwest for sbout
50 feet with a boundary line of approximately 1125 feet. The Fort has
two magezines, one where Emory Church on the east is located and the
other to the west where the depression is still to be seen. It was ermed
during the wartime period with 19 guns and two mortars end wes one of
eighteen forts thrown around Washington Mity in 1861,

l. Brightwood Citizens Association: Fort Stevens Jyork Expediting Asked,
Washington, D. C., The Sunday Star, December 22, 1935,

2. Barbee David Rankin - Fort Stevens One of a Chain of 18 Secession
Defenses, Washington, D. C., The Washington Post, November 8, 1931.

2



It is & beautiful and pleasant ride of ten minutes from Pennsylvenie

Avenue and Seventh Street, N. W., directly north to the charming Fort
Stevens Site. (ne may travel in & taxi, in e street car, or even in an
auto. Ride north on Georgim Avenue to Quackenbos Street. On northwest
corner of Quackenbos Street is Emory Church end om the southwest corner
is the old Brightwood Public School,. Turning west between these two
buildings will be found this truly historic spot et Rittenhouse end
Thirteenth Street, N. W., on Fort Drive.

Everyone finde something of special interest at Fort Stevens says

- Bernerd Kohn. He adds thet historisns and military engineers gain a

wealth of technical information, teachers end students discover that
historical facts end detes assume s mew mesning, and even the neighbor-
hood children at play find the place thrilling. Innocently enough with
childish glee they brendish toy guns end climb over the parapets to
éngege in mock warfare.

l. Kohn Bernard; ¥Fort Stevens Played Vitel Role in Defending Weshington

from Confederate Inveders July of 1864 - Lincoln only President
Ever Under Fire, was Present ' Washington, D. C. The Sunday Star
July 4, 1937.
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Emery Place, the country estate of t late Mayor Matthew
G. Emery. Recently used as a hideout by the escaped prisoner
Eklund. L)
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Chapter III
Union Defenders

Colonel Stone who was once Brigadier General of the volunteers

gaved the Union peid this just tribute to the District soldierstof

r, who crowned themselpes with glory fighting et Fort Stevems,
ink that the country has never properly appreciated the ser=

¢e of those Distriet of Columbie volunteers who were citizens of the

ricts They did their duty quietly and did it well and feith=-

fully. Although not mustered into service snd pleced on pay until after
the fatal day when the flag was fired upon for the first time at Sumter,
yet they rendered great service before thet time in giving confidence to

those citize
the members

ne of the District who were feithful to the Government, to
of the Netional Legislature end to President Lincoln in the

lmowledge that there was at least a small force ready to respond at any
mment to the country's call.

"1t should also be remembered of them that the first troops mustered
into service were sixteen compenies of these volunteers end that during
the dark days when Washington City was cut off from communications with
the North, when railway bridges were burned and trecks were torn up,
shen the Potcmec wes blockadsd, these trocps were the only reliance of
the Government for guerding departments end public buildings, feor pre-
serving order and holding the bridges and other outposts. These were
the troops that recovered possession of the reilway from Washington to
Annepolis Junction and made practicsble the reopening of communications.
fhey also formed the advenced guard of the force which first crossed the
Potomac into Virginia end captured the city of Alexandria.

"These

Federsl Employees included the clerks of the various govern=

ment departments. These were the troops that insured the regular insugu-
‘ration on the steps of the capitol of the constitutionelly elected Fresi~

dgent." According to John ﬂlag;tt irnctorlhy whom the Weshington Public

hes besn EO
reported as
would never

At For

much enlightene § wonderful articles, Stone is alse
heving seid, "I fiFmly believe without them Mr. Lincoln
have been insugureted."

t Stevens during these strenuous Civil War days, Abrshem

Lincoln talked seriously with Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas, an outstanding and

fine colore

d woman, who also pleyed an importent pert in Washington City's

defense .~ Her home surrounded by many acres inherited from her ancestors

end compris
purposes.

ing Fort Stevens Trect was teken by the Government for war
President Lincoln was much concerned about this matter eas

she sat homeless with her baby in her arms under a sycamore tree, July

12, 1864.

She loved her old home end leaving was hard for her until

ghe was convinced of the great necessity for so doing. President
Lincoln told her, "It is very hard but your reward shall be great.”

1. Proctor, John Clagett; "Weshingtom Home Guard, The First Defenders’

Against Enemy Attack,”’ Washington, D. C-, The Sunday Ster, January
16, 1944,

2



r President Lincoln was killed, Mrs. Thomas often said, "If Mr.
¢oln had not been killed, he would have had the government to settle

for my home."

When she saw that conditions were extremely criticel for the Union
the giving up of her home counted much in the success of the Defemders
ort, nowever, she submitted.

July 8, 1864 the confederate columns defeated General Wellace on
the benks of the lMonocecy® after which Wellace retired to Baltimore with
his torn troops. Yet not discoursged beceuse he had accomplished his
purpose in delaying the atteck on Weshington City, thereby giving
Jbreheam Lincoln end the Union Defenders precious hours to strengthen
their line and to bringC@neral Grent's Sixth Army Corps nearer the
threetened city.

President Abrehem Lincoln in person wes at Fort Stevens with the
fnion Defenders and stood with the 2800 Defenders who defended Washington
(ity against 30,000 picked veteran trccps who were beating at the city's
gate as they returned from their victorious merch up the Shenandosh, July
12, 1864, This is certainly e fact worth mentioning as it is unique in

being the only one of the kind recorded in history in comnection with a
_President of the United States = an event without precedent.

l. Proctor John Clegett:'Washington Home Guerd, The First Defenders
Against Enemy Attack’', Washington, D. Cj The Sunday Star Jeamuary 16,1944
2. Proctor Johnn Clagett; 'Bleek House Once Country Residence of Alexander
R. Shepherd Among Early Estates on Geﬂrg_i_g_iTg:ﬁhﬂE{n%%En.D.cv The

Sundey Star, February 2, 1936. . -
5. Kennedy George: Tlie General Ends His Fight, ' Washington, D.C.,The

Sundey Ster, August 13, 1944.
{2




Page Sixteen

LINCOLN IN 18635,
From a rare pegative privately owned.
— From Lincolu's Addresses and Letlers,

I

B e g g Sy g

’.r
i




oy etp—

The hnuse where Presidmt Lfncnin died, Apﬂi 15, 1865,
516 Tenth street NW. -

Ford’s Theater, 'm which occurred ihe assassination of FPresident
w The build-

_ Lincoln, April 1 is on 1o et
“ing, now used for public business, contains nothing of interest.

oty dlart it 16 1757 /5



[V ashington, the Natiow's Capital. 15

The Oldroyd Lincoln Museum.—The house in which Lincoln died (No.516
ioth street, between E and F) contains the Oldroyd Lincoln memorial
collection, begun by O. H. Oldroyd in 1860, and now comprising thou-
sands of objects connected

with or relating to the mar-
tyred I'resident. Among
them are the following:
Family Bible in which Lin-
coln wrote his name in hoy-

hood: log from the old Lin-
coln home; stand made
irom logs of house in which
Lincoln lived, 1832-36; rail
split by Lincoln and John
Hanks in 1830 (with afh-
davit by llanks); discharge
given to one of his men by
Captain A. Lincoln, Black
Hawk War, 1832; picture of
Springfield House; flag car-
ried in Lincoln and Hamlin
campaign; office chair in
which Lincoln sat when he
drafted his first Cabinet;
farewell address to neigh
bors: articles of furniture
from the Springfield home;
autograph letters; life-mask
and cast of hands by L. W.
Volk: hat worn on night of
April 14, 1865; chair occu-
pied in theater: hill of the
play (Our American Cous-

i L - = Rl T
in); 250 funeral sermons; 63 = { '_-_-_ggl'}-"' <
marches and dirges; 263 [ | —— bl

portraits, including the ear-
liest known: 200 medals;
and more than a thousand
volumes of Lincoln biogra-

phies and works relating
to slavery and the war and
related topics.

HOUSE IN WHICH LINCOLN DIED

/6




By Mary-Carter Roberts
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THE ORIGINAL LINCOLN CABINET—At thiz time Simon Cameron was Secretary of War. The |
‘picture shows Gen., Scott of the Army, who occagionally atiended cabinef meetings fo advise on
- the military situation. Through the window on the left is seen the Washington Monument in its
‘unfinished condition, Left fto right—Bates, Welles, Blair, Seward, Chase, Lincoln, Scott, Smith,
and Cameron, ~—From & painting by Christian Schuessels, illustration in “Linceln’s War Cabimet.
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~G@ﬂ E. C. Carrington, who

suggested the city’s home Gen. Charles P. Stone. who
guard, raised a company and . organized the District Hffﬂiuu
commanded it. He was United for the city's s protection,
féﬁ}u District attorney, 1863~
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President Lincoln inspecting Fort Stevens during battle on July 12, 1864,
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Je tage of Old Stronghold Inspired Reucnnstructl N
fich Original Specifications Were D:scnvered-—the
mal Park Semce and C. C C AreDmngWurk

)

Historical marker ai Fort Stevens.

'

in Blue at Fort Stevens during the Civil War.

@H“#’J‘m’ The rock on the parapet at Fort Stevens marks the spot
7, ,f 73 7 awhere Lincoln stood under fire. The battlefield in front is cov-
ered with duplex brick houses like the ones visible over the
earthworks. The patch of woods beyond, where 250 men were
Iaﬂlad on July 12 skumishﬁzg with Eaﬂys forees, is similarly ;
built over. “Star SIaE Pholo. . oo
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Chapter IV

The Trick Thet Saved Washington City From Capture

General Wright was in command of the Union line at Fort Stevens where
950 Union Defenders lost their lives skirmishing with General Jubal Early's
sonfederate forces. Things became SO eritiecal that General Wright had to
comb the hospitals and every men who could walk was uniformed and pressed
into service.

An article by Parke A. Arncldl tells admirsbly of "The Trick that
Saved Washington City from Capture.”

He reletes thet sheer strategy turned the enemy under Gemeral Jubel
Early from the gates of the Capital and that just as Early's advencing
sclumn spread out to strike on & two mile front the becldest move of all
wes executed by the Union Defenders' Army. He says, "call it a bluff,
or strategy, or what you will; but when the Defenders' Army was displayed
to indicate a great force of trocps in reserve, this trick saved the city
and perhaps the Union."

The trick was accomplished very skillfully in the following menner
so Parke Arnold continues, "General fright in commend of Fort Stevens and
the Union line had cooly set his men to work at clearing out the trees and
underbrush about the forts and trenches and building barricades across the
hesds of the streets leading into the ecity. Cenncn: were moved up from the
forts at Chein Bridge end Anacostia end pleced in commending positiongs

"His fortifications were deemed impregneble when properly manned end
the city was justly proud of her chain of forts constructed at & cost of
$500,000 and requiring over & year to build. Twenty-nine forts and eleven
batteries lay to the south of the city; 12 forts in Anecostia, two at
Chain Bridge; and 19 forts and 23 heavy batteries along the northern edge.
All forts and batteries were connected by deep rifle pits and the heavy
guns so placed as to commsnd every yard of the approaches to the city.

"Iwenty eight thousand men, many of whom were teamsters and troops of
the Quartermaster Corps, hastily gathered troops were mearched back and
forth by General Wright in view of the Confederate lookouts, men were
changed in the rifle pits, companies moved from fort to fort, and every
indicetion displayed of e great force of troope in reserve.

"Early was fooled into believing that General Grant's troops had
arrived. He hesitated and thet hesitation proved the salvation of Washington

1. Arnold, Parke A.: "The Trick That Saved Washington City from Capture,”
Washington, D. Ce, The Sunday Star, July 19, 1935,
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(ity for not until 3 o'clock that eftermoon did the first soldiers of
Grent's relieving column disembark at the Seventh Street Wharves, five

piles from Fort Stevens.

"The regiment or skeleton regiment for it was composed of only 400
men that advenced and deployed with precision was the Twenty Fifth New
fork dismounted Cavalry under commend of Ceptain Chamberlain that had just :
arrived from Baltimore where they were recouping end being remounted after
being cut to pieces during the fighting in Virginia.

"rhese tired and battle scarred troopers leeped from the pits as
General Early looked on, charged with a yell through the picket line, drovs
back the Confederate skirmishers, recaptured the stone dwellings thet housed
the sharp-shooters and stopped the advance of the whole confederate column.
This charge has been called one of the most valorus scts of the war and
earned a colonelcy for Captain Chamberlain.

"poting as though the whole of Grant's Invincible Sixth lay behind
them instead of & few thousand wounded and ineffective troops, completely
fooled the Confederastes and the resulting hesitation swept away the op-
portunity of striking a great blow for the South. General Early withdrew
under heavy fire from the fort and a few hours later the streets of
Washington City remg to the rend of hob-nailed boots as the veterans of
the Wilderness filed into the almost deserted trenches.

T T ———

"311 that night sharp skirmishing took place throughcut what is now
Rock Creek Park and Brightwood and the guns of Fort Stevens eand Fort De-
Russey roared their defiance.

"During the night spies had informed Early as to the true state of
affeirs in the city and morning found him enraged and chagrined, determined
to force his way through despite the reinforcements.

"Hardly had the rifles begun to spit on the morning of July 12 then
President Lincola arrived at Fort Stevens and took up & position on the
forward rampart swept by a withering fire from the advancing enemy. An
officer beside him was struck down but still Lincoln peered intently into
the woods shead, asking questions about different things.”

The tenseness of the situation was brokem, however by this stroke of
Providential deliverance which permitted this trick.For the City of Wash-
ington was saved from capture by the Confederates. This wes the only
battle of the Civil War fought in the District of Columbis and the only
battle in which a President of the United States ever wes on the scene




was being done, Abraham Lincoln stood there under

shen actual fighting
fire July 12, 1864 with the comparatively small group of 2800 made up of

troops from every regiment in the Army of the Potomac and a few regulers

nd militia made up of citizens and government department workers. A

surgeon nemed Crawford was wit in the leg by & sniper's bullet fired by
someone in a tree on the site where Walter Reed Hospital now stands.

Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809, February 12, and died April 15,
1865. He made his famous Gettysburg address, November 19, 1863 lasting

only two minutes.

I believe, could he have lived longer he would have made an address
st Fort Stevens also and probebly would have used the same fitting para=

graph which follows:

"put in e larger sense We cannot dedicate = We cannot consecrate =
we cennot hallow - this ground. The brave men living end dead who
struggled here have consecrated it for ebove our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we say here
put it cen never forget w at vy ere. s Tor us the living rather,
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
heve thus far, so nobly advenced. 1t is rather for us to be here dedicsted
to the great task remaining before us that from these honored dead we take
jncreased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure
of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain; that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom;
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth."

These seme words might be applied truthfully to the two hundred snd
fifty fallen Union pefenders at Fort Stevens, July 12, 1864.
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Chapter V
Restorations

Long after the Civil War hed ended in order to build for herself a
new home in her declining years on Fort Stevens, which she dearly loved,
lirss Elizabeth Thomas,l (Aunt Betty) sold the grounds where the Restored
Fort Stevens is now located for five cents & square foot to Mr. William
Van Zandt Cox, a nephew of "Sunset Cox"™ and a son-in-law of Gensral
Emory. She also sbout this time received a bounty from the Government
for her home which was teken during the Civil War.

Mr. Cox's purchase of the site was the first step in the preservation
of the Civil War Forts around Weshington, we are told by John Clagett Proctor,
We also learn from him thet Mr. Cox purchased the property only through
patriotic motives and held the site to sell to the Government for the
mount he paid for it plus texes. After a lapse of many years the Govern=
ment buy the fort tract now know es Fort Stevens Tract where once
stoodsix room freme cottege in which Mrs. Elizebeth Thomas lived until
her death, October 13, 1917 when she passed away at the age of 96 years
end was considered an "esteemed relic of Jubel Early's raid on Washington

City."

In the living room of her home there was a large portrait of Abreahem
Lincoln which she valued most highly and prized as one of her most cherished
possessions. She would carry visitors into her home to loock at it end
entertain them by telling of the fine things done at Fort Stevens by this

fine man.

. One dey a very small girl nemed Belle M - who lived in the neighbor-
hood was stending by when Mrs. Thomas was so intense in telling a group

of visitors some splendid things ebout Abraham Lincoln as they looked at
the picture. The small girl listened, looked at Mrs. Thomas, end then
said "Aunt Batty,vﬁ‘h Mr. Lincoln related to you?" This amused Mrs. Thomas

~ and i.h'ﬂ visitore also very much.

Fort Stevens is eppropriately marked by a boulder bearing a bronze

' tablet placed by the survivors of the Sixth Army thet was under the com-

" mand of General Wright at Fort Stevens. The spot where the boulder stands
{s where President Abraham Lincoln himself stood on the occesion of the

" battle, July 12, 1864.

For these worthwhile and interesting reasons one should not miss a
trip to Fort Stevens, D. C., whether a resident or a visitoer in Washington,

1. Proctor John Clagett: ‘Bleak House Once Country Residence of Alexander
R, Shepherd and Early Estates on Georgia Ave.,  Washington,D.C. The
Sunday Star, Feb. 2, 1986.

2, Proctor John Clagett: Preservation of Historic Fort Stevens, Wash.D.C.

The Sunday Ster, July 8, 194b.
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City. While visiting the Ccapitol, White House, Congressional end Folger
Libraries, Mellon and Corcoran Art Galleries, U. S. Supreme Court, Wash=
ington Monument, Jefferscn Memorial, Lincoln Memorial and Memorial Bridge,
other forts surrounding the city end the many other megnificient, famous

and historic places to be seen in and around Washington be sure to add to
your 1list the ever memorable Fort Stevens, the former home of Mrs. Elizabeth
Thomes, the original land owner.

Accomapnying this article is the "1ife of Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas"

written by Attormey Harry A. Clarke snd used on the occasion of her funeral
aftervhich it was published in newspapers of those dayse

37'




e defense of Wnamﬂgtun. %

C. boys restoring Fort Stevens, famed for its pital role in th

NEW SIGHTSEEING SHRINE

Uil Boruands: W lav, 497
35 M" %

{



! Architects drawing of the proposed restoration of the fort area.




CHAPTER VI

Life of Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas

Mrs. Elizebeth Thomas Dies at Fort Stevens, Her Home
Where Lincoln Saved the Capital
and
Secured Freedom

by
Attorney H. A. Clarke

(Special)
Copyright, 1917

(A1l Rights Reserved)
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RS. ELIZABETH TH
FRheD. C.
1w Civil War and ordered it |
on's only defense, where I’
as Commander-in-Chief,
charge of the army. This

M
i ort Stevens, Washi
Abraham Lincoln visited her home during
to be removed to establish Fort Stevens, 2 511
he 'directed the Union Army, the first uﬂﬂg}r
the 'resident of the United States personallytakil
Fért saved the City of Washington when Gl Birly made his attack in
July, 1864. Her present home is hgfed fect of the place where | aA .

the Fort was erected. (This plmtogrhph of @ beth. Thomas was nade
‘with General Alexander MeCoolk a;mi Gcnem}-—__. nmas M. Vincent of Ohig :
in the background, at the dedication of the e

'Eﬁd'-ﬂ}f aftcri:lou-n from her

This noble woman is dead and was buried
late home at Fort Stevens in Harmony Cems
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Her Birth, Ancestry and Childhood

Mrs. Thomes wag born in Charles County, Marylend, in 1821, bteing at
the time of her death sbout 96 years old. She was the grandaughter of
Nora Butler, e famous belle of Colonial days, who created a sensation by
eloping with Morming Glery Proctor, sn Indien Councilmen, and she wes the
niece of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Walter Proctor. In her early childhood she
was brought to the District of Columbia by her parents. Fere she began
her memorable career on the site of Fort Stevens, which at the time con-
sisted of a farm of eighty-eight acres more or less,

The Neticn Saved, Freedem Secured

After the death of her parents, ¥rs. Thomas became the scle cwner of
the site on which wes subsequently situsted Fort Stevens, where she stood
with President Lincoln, the first President of the United States under
fire in war times end Commender-in-Chief of the Army. He ectually com-
mended the Union forces, the fighting Sixth Army Corpe, in July, 1864,
ageinst the Confederete forces commanded by General Jubal Eerly, who ate
tempted to capture the Capitel City of the Neticn. It waes Mrs. Thomas'
house that was torn ' down end her land on which the megazines, fortie
fications end bresstworks were constructed snd thrown ups all of which,
no doubt, weadhe chief contributing factors in saving the Cepital City and
ocne of the principel factors in saving the Union and securing freedom for
the colored race.

The Wrong Impression

Some writers end historians have attempted to convey the impression,
unintentionelly and without purpose thet lMrs. Thomas end her family were
ejected or driven out of their home emd that all of her property was ab-
solutely confiscated by President Lincoln end the Federsal troops; but this
ie not true, es she was only temporarily deprived of the use and enjoyment
of some of her property. After the war she resumed possegsion of her
estate, and she and her femily uninterruptedly lived there until her demise.
A few years sgo, after weiting for yeare, she wes partially reimbursed by
the United States for the hardships and inconveniences suffered by herself

and her family. during the wer times. Her e is further made historic
by the fact that a war building, now standin d a part of the home
of her daughter, Mrs. Jennie Bowie. A

e
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BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. ELIZABETH THOMAS

Her Death and Fame

Mres. Elizabeth Thomas, of Fort Stevens, Brightwood, D. ., whose dig-
tinetion, renown end fame became national and unique as a result of herself,
family end home figuring so conspicuously in the War of the '60's, together
with the fact that she was a venerable and highly esteemed citizen, patriot
and Christian, departed this life surrounded by her family end a few of her
intimate friends, Saturday, October 13, 1917, at her residence, Fort Stevens,
Srightwood, D. C., at 6:50 P. M. Her death was du®/to old age more then
anything else. Among her many friends in the Distriot of Columbia, were
Matthew Gault Emery, last of the Mayors of the City of Washington, Governor
Alexander R. Shepherd, the last Governor of the District of Columbia, whose
estate, Bleak House, eadjoined her home and that of the femous Clagett femi-
ly on the North. The Rays, the Whites, Mr. Joseph R. Keene, the veteran
and beloved educator: , and Mr. A. G. Osborne, the pioneer and leading mer-
chant of Brightwood, D. C., during his life, and their families were also
her staunch friends. Among the colored people she,had a hpst,pf friends,
some of whom were the Shamwells, Grinages, Simmdf"ﬁfjnold thews%“”q
Rigneys and many others. A short while before her death, Mrs. Thomas was
able to look after her cows, hogs, chickens and garden, Mrs. Thomas was
very much interested in civie and uplift work, and at the time of her death
wes President of the Elizabeth Thomas Citizens' Associmtion which weas
nemed in her honor.

Funeral Leaving The House

Before departing from the house for the Church, Rev. C. James Henderson,
Pastor of Trinity A. M. E. Zion Church, preyed a brief and effective prayer,
After this the pallbearers bore the remains which reposed in a handsome
end neatly black covered broadcloth casket with solid silver bar extension
handles and a solid silver plate on which was inscribed her name, year of
birth end the date of death to a magnificent suto-hearse. At the foot of
the steps on the lawn of her cozy residence, the funeral procession halted
for a brief interval until the well-known photographer, Mr. Deniel Freeman
took a picture which embraced a view of her residences The casket banked
with handsome flowers, the pallbearers end the officers and members of
Patriarch's Temple, G. U. 0. of Good Shepherds, No. 1, who were standing
in full regalia in parallel lines on either side of the path. The lines
extended from the foot of the steps to the entrance of the lawn between
which the funerel procession passed. The funeral cortege consisted of
autos containing the G. U. 0. of G. S. No. 1, the pallbearers, the auto=
hearse and sutos containing the immediate family, relatives and friends,

e altogether 20 autos and the auto-hearaddpigcaudsd to Trinity
A. M. E. Zion Church on Morton Street between Gear&ia end Sherman Avenues,
N. W., where the obsequies were held.
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The Funeral Obsequies

The funeral obsequies were held Wednesday, October 17, 1917, at

1l otelock, P. M., at Trinity A. M. E. Zion Church, with Rev. G. Jemeg
Henderson officiating, assisted by Revs. Logan Johnson, D. D., Shelton
Miller, D. D., of St.Luke's Baptist Church, Brightwood, D, C., W. A. Jones,
D. D. of Rock Creek Baptist Church, Tennelytown, D. C., and Rev. Emmet
Burrill. The program was as follows: Prelude, Hymn, "Fade, Fede, Each
Earthly Joy," Choir; Seripture Reading, Rev. Shelton Miller, D, D.; Prayer,
Rev. W. A. Jones, D. D.; Hymn, Selected, Choir; Solo, "Does Jesus Care?"

dewelillisa Evanti Rev. C. James Henderscn, the Pastor, introduced Rev.
Logan Johnson, D. D., who E8Ve & comprehensive graphic and detailed state=
ment of the career of the deceased for meny years. In his summery, Rev.
Johnson paid the dead a glowing tribute for her fidelity to the ceuse of
Christianity, in general, especielly mentioning the fact that she had con-
tributed as much as £200.00 at one time to the Church, in addition to paying
her church dues and other essessments. Then Rev. (. James Henderson, the
Pastor, preached the funeral sermon, selecting very appropriately for his
text: "She Hath Done What She Could,™ Mark, 14;18. He beautifully por=
trayed the life of the beloved decemsed, His funeral oration was en unsur=
passed, unexcelled and an eéxceptionallbeble and elequent master-piece. The
remarks of the other noted Divines we concise, exhaustive and replete with
pumerous and various incidents in the 14fe of the departed. All in perfect
harmony with the scriptures. After the Bermon, Rev. James Riley sssisted
by the Choir end the congregation lead the 8inging of the familiar and
touching Hymn, "Over Yonder Stends A Mansion,"

Then followed remarks by Miss Rachael E. Bell, who spoke of the works
of Miss E. A. Chase, Principal of the Hones Public School and herself in
conjunction with Mrs. Thomes for the sdvancement and progress of the race
in genersl and her community especially, Dr. Albert Cherry rendered a solo
"In the Sweet, Bye and Bye." At the conclusion, Patriarch's Temple, G. U.
of Qs of G, No, 3 of H?Eug §§§¢¢§E§EEE had been the treasurer for twenty
six yﬁﬂr%;ﬁfﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ-' retire Yy €W years ago as honorary treasurer
and exempted from all dues, fines and assessments, under the leadership of
Good Shepherd Devis and Mrs. Rose Rigney, executed their solemn sublime
and beautifully rituaslistic work with precision and perfection. Then the
remains were reviewed while Madame Lillien Evanti played an orgen postlude,
The final, "Nearer My God To Thee," was sung end all that was mortal of the
distinguished citizen was borne to its final resting place. Interment was
in Harmony Cemetery, where the customary, usuel endproper burial eervice
wes performed. The decessed was the mother of eight children, namely;
Louis, Jennie, Martha, John, Elize, Therese, Mary Francis end Fannie, two
of whom she left to mourn her loss, namely, Mrs. Martha Grant and Mrs.
Eliza Johnso together with seventeen grand children, nineteen great-grand
children end host of relatives snd white end colored friends.
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Florel Tributes Meny

The floral tributes consisted of a mounted dove on & cross ebout four
feet in height, pink roses and similex with base of Easter Lilies, conteine
ing the inscription, "In liy Father's House Are Meny Mansion." St.:John, 14:2.
Family) a mounted dove on & harp about four feet in height, of simdlex end
pink roses on & base of pink roses snd laurel leaveqiqfamilgj two wreaths of
pink and'whita roses end asters. Femilyy a pillow of chrysanthemumsj}

N et e : A sheaf of wheat, G. U. 0. of G. S, No. 1; A wreath of
nsters, whi te rn:aa, gage palms and french magnolia leaves, Bureau of Engrav-
ing end Printing; & large bunch of chrysenthemums, hardy ferns end galax
leaves, Mrs. A. G. Osborne; a large cluster of Faster lilies, with sun-burst
roses, Killarney roses and cincerde tied with purple chiffon ribbon, Mrs.
Phoebe A. Clarke and family; A cluster of white chrysanthemums and green
galex leaves, Mrs. Williem Ven Cox; a wreasth of Easter lilies, rcses and
sweet peas, lMr. and Mrs. J. H. Green and family; A wreath of golden gate
roses, white killerney roses, hardy ferns and galex leaves, Misses E. A.
Chase end R. E. Bell; A large bunch of white chrysenthemums end galex
leaves, Mrs. Jennie Cleary; A wreath of lavender sstere and levender
dahlias with dark megnolia leaves, Mrs.Charles Simms; e wreath of red rcses,
peonies end dehlies, Trinity A. M. E. Zion Churche The florel tributes were
arranged end cared for by Mr. Howard Jefferscn of 8th and Florida Avenue,

. W., a celebrated, artistic and decorative florist.

The funeral wes in charge of Mr. William Grayson, the popular funeral
director and embalmer of N. €42 Florida Ave., N. W., who gave his customary
peresonal sttention to every detail of the errangements both at the home,
the Church and the cemetary.
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718 Harvard St.,N. W.
Wllhingtﬂn, Ds Ca

Dtc.?l/l?-

Hon. H. A. Clarke
#3806 N. Y. Ave.,
City
My Dear Sir:

I have just read with plessure your enclosure to me of the
18th inst. I consider it very good and useful.

Allow me to suggest that you may have opportunity to secure
other matter from a memorial service which my church is desirous

of convening in honor of our worthy sister the late Mre.
Elizabeth Thomae. The date of the service I camnot name until
I shall have arranged with the family for their convenience.

I wish to ask your assistance in the arrangement for the
service, and shall stop in to see you when I am passing that
wey.

With hearty good wishes of the Season.

Yours very truly,

C. J. Henderson

(Enclosure)

He
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