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Abstract

This study proposes a new framework which can be applied to Japanese kanji compound
acquisition for Chinese learners of Japanese. To date, there have been four categories according
to semantic and orthographic similarities between Japanese and Chinese: same form and meaning
in Chinese (Same) ; same form with divergent meaning (Overlap) ; same form but unrelated
meanings in Japanese and Chinese (Different) ; and compounds only in Japanese (Nothing) .
Seminal works and the latest published works do not explore in depth the difficulties of two-word
kanji compound acquisition. In addition, it is not simple or sufficient to apply standard acquisition
research techniques to this subject.

The new framework addresses the complexity of kanji acquisition by introducing the concept
of general semantic usage and semantic inferability. Two-word kanji can be more effectively
classified for acquisition purposes. In research presented here classifications are recommended by
general semantic usage, degree of difficulty and semantic inferability. This work is suitable for word

acquisition study and contribution to multisense word research.
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