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Abstract

The present study 1) investigates the semantic and syntactic functions of the genitive subject
marker #o in contemporary Japanese and 2) accounts for the syntactic reason why the genitive
subject marker #no appears in subordinate clauses. Through examination of contemporary novels
data, this paper reveals that, comparing it with the subjective marker ga, the genitive subject
marker no has marked tendencies to appear in predicates and head nouns of subordinate clauses.
Specifically, it turns out that predicates in subordinate clauses show parallel characteristics to noun
predicates in copular sentences.

This paper argues that the genitive subject marker #o serves as a marker which indicates the
stativity of predicates, and that the predicate was derived as a stative structure. It is also argued that
the genitive subject marker no modified the nouniness of a predicate, the standard usage of #o as a

modifier of nouns influences and thus restricts its usage as a modifier of predicates.
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