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Abstract

‘The purpose of this paper is to make clear the relationships between the syntagmatic features
of the utterance and the hearer's linguistic responses in the discourse. By observing the utterances
of the complex sentences in the discourse, this paper reveals the following two points.

(1) Hearer's linguistic responses at the end of the main clause are different from those of the
subordinate clause. Hearer's linguistic responses which presuppose sufficient information tend to
occur at the end of the main clause than the subordinate clause.

(II) Hearer's linguistic responses at the end of the subordinate clause differ according to the
degree of subordination. The stronger the independence of the subordinate clause becomes, the
more backchannels which represent understanding and sympathy to the speaker tend to occur at
the end of the clause.

These evidences show us that there are close relationships between the syntagmatic features

of the utterance and the hearer’s linguistic responses in the discourse.
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