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Abstract

In this study, a Japanese polysemous verb, foru was selected as a target of investigation and the
diversity of its semantic spread was accounted for with the use of a cognitive semantic approach. In
dealing with polysemy, however, there are two approaches within the domain of cognitive
semantics. One is called “the lexical network model,” and the other is called “the core schema
model”.

This study supports “the core schema model” in the analysis of multiple senses of foru. The
term “core” refers to a context-independent, overarching meaning of the word, and “core
schema,” to a simple graphic representation of the core meaning in question. In this study, the core
schema of foru is presented on the basis of a careful semantic analysis of diverse usages, and it is
claimed that the diverse usages of foru are coherently explained away within the core schema plus
a cognitive manipulation of “focalization.”

We suggest that in teaching Japanese as a second language, the core schema approach
becomes a powerful pedagogical devise when learners start to understand difficult senses through
a common thread, in that learners are able to see how the senses are connected and why a single
word is used across different usages.
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