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Grammatical usage of Japanese cardinal numbers

KATO Miki
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Abstract

Japanese cardinal numbers have various kinds of grammatical usage. This paper aims to give
an accurate a perspective as possible. My argument is based on careful observation and classi-
fication of 3500 examples of data taken from many novels by different authors. Japanese lin-
guists so far have theoretically explained how Japanese cardinals function mainly adverbially.
The view has been that cardinals are related to the predicate as modifiers to clarify the neces-
sary number or quantity of items. This view undoubtedly illustrates one aspect of the issue. Yet
there is another essential aspect that needs clarification. The most important point I would like
to highlight is that , in Japanese sentences, numerals are closely related to the number or
quantity of items shown as nouns, and words to indicate the number or quantity function as
kitei-go (a kind of grammatical determiner), while also functionaing adverbially at the same

time.





