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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explain how usage of the Japanese grammatical
word KIRI has changed from the Tokugawa period to the present time. The Japanese
grammatical word KIRI appeared in Osaka and its neighborhood in the early Tokugawa
period. The KIRIduring this period was attached behind a noun phrase, such as “Misoka
giri ni yatoware,” (Someone was permitted to work within thirty days by his employer,)”
and mainly represented a temporal range within which something is permitted or obligated
to do or to be, namely a time limit. But in the late Tokugawa period, KIRI representing
aquantitative range, such as “Futatsu giri (Within two pieces)”, was often used. And KIR/
representing a range within which it is possible for something to be or to be done, such as
“Shooben wa sore giri” (The quantity of my urine was only it.) “also appeared. During this
period, KIRI behind TA-form verbs such as, “Chokkuri kao o dashita giri de, (Someone
has not visited somewhere since his last visit to there,)” also appeared. This use of KIRI
implies that something disappeared or that some action stopped. After the Tokugawa
period, new usages were derived from old usages. Some new usages of KIRI attached
behind a noun phrase, for example, “Kore kiri nai. (I have only this.)” and “Kore kiri shika
nai. (I have only this.)”, are related to SHIKA, meaning to deny others. Other new usages
of KIRIbehind a noun phrase are, for example, “Futama kiri no okunoma (An inner space
where only two rooms are)” and “Futari kiri no mitsuboo (A secret room where only two
peoples are)” etc., related to the proposition that something is limited to “~kiri” in a domain.
Moreover, KIRI attached behind a verb or an adjective, meaning that something to be
contextually supposed is limited, appeared. An example is “Kanojo wa sore o mitsumete

iru giri da. (She only gazes at it.)”
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