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Abstract
This paper proposes factors to be considered in the multidimensional analysis of
interpersonal linguistic behaviors. A linguistic behavior may be realized in a variety of
ways, depending upon the speakers, the context, etc. This paper attempts to elucidate the
linguistic and behavioral factors involved in the production of various linguistic
behaviors; it also explores the possibility of characterizing the factors that might permit
one to objectively explain everyday descriptions of linguistic behaviors, such as “a
businesslike request”, “warm advice”, etc. Based upon an examination of the data
(discourse-completion-type answers from 397 Japanese informants) from a sociolinguistic
survey conducted by the National Language Research Institute, variation was observed
in the use of interactional moves, sentence patterns, expressions (words and phrases),
honorifics, and paralinguistic and nonverbal communication. Based upon observations
made of the data, the following factors were extracted to be applied to the multi-
dimensional analysis of linguistic behaviors in general.
- overall structure of linguistic behaviors
- length and complexity
- combination of interactional moves
- combination of sentence patterns
- type and position of the “nuclear” move
+ expressions
- sentence patterns
- hedges and intensifiers
- mode of providing information
- speech levels
- paralinguistic and nonverbal communication
+ orientation

- goal achievement vs. politeness
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