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Abstract

We are building a “yoorei database” (assembled concordances) for the purpose of com-
piling an original dictionary that is not dependent upon existing dictionaries. We assume
that standard Japanese was established between 1901 and 1950. We set this period as our
starting point to build our “yoorei database”. In order to cover a wide range of our database
objects, we take into consideration such materials as school textbooks, newspapers,
magazines, literary works, best selling books, and the Diet Record. Three sets of materials
that have already been worked on follow.

1. Japanese school textbooks written by the Ministry of Education (Completed)

“Kokutei Tokuhon Yoogo Sooran” (A concordance of Kokutei Tokuhon) vol. 1-12 and
CD-ROM version. Total number of words: 600,000 Total number of different words:
32,000 These numbers were counted by the “zensuu-shiki” method (to make a concor-
dance of whole words from a data set).

2. Popular magazine “Taiyoo” 62 volumes (In progress. Planned to be done within 34 years.)
Total number of words: 550,000 by the “scout-shiki” method (to make a concordance of
selected words by "scout standard” from a data set). We are inputting the text data of the
entire 62 volumes in order to provide contexts for the materials. We estimate that this
text data set will consist of 8,000,000 characters.

3. Literary works: 334 stories (In progress)

We chose 334 various short stories (including novels, essays, critical essays, drama
and juvenile stories) from the point of view of creating a well-balanced concordance.
We estimate the total number of words at 1,700,000, excluding postpositional particles
and auxiliary verbs.

4. Arithmetic school textbooks written by the Ministry of Education (Completed)

KWIC (Key Word In Context) data and the lexicon from this material have already

been done. (Unpublished) Total number of words: 200,000 Total number of different

words: 6,600

We have tentatively tried different methods for each data set. At this point, howev-
er, we are planning to make a manual (for building the “yoorei database”) more complete in

order to build the database using the most effective methods.
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