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YOSHIOKA Yasuo : On the relationship between Consciousness of Norms
and Honorific Expression in Japanese : From the Lan-

guage Survey of Hichiku Dialect
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Abstract: In Japanese, standard as well as dialectal, the usage of honorifics
can cause social problems, because speakers’ attitudes towards the norms
of usage are constantly changing. In this paper, the relationship between
speakers’ choices of honorific expressions and their consciousness of linguis-
tic norms was investigated in the area of Hichiku dialect by means of an in-
terview survey. It was revealed that those who have a distinct consciousness
of honorific usage tend to use honorific expressions of higher politeness than
those speakers whose consciousness was not distinct. Also, it was revealed
that speakers’ educational backgrounds and professions were the principal

determinants of norm consciousness.

Key words: honorific, norm consciousness, language change, social factor,

attitude toward honorific, Hichiku dialect
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