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The Function of Boundary Pitch Movements in Spoken Japanese
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Abstract: This paper provides an interim report on the project “Empirical Study on the Role of
Prosodic Features in Conversations.” After a brief description of the research aims, we report on
the analysis of boundary pitch movements (BPMs) in accentual phrases. Based on a quantita-
tive analysis of the Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese, we found that BPMs such as rising intona-
tion tend to occur at syntactically and semantically deep boundaries both in monologs and in
dialogs. This result shows that BPMs may have the common function of indicating the continu-

ation of speech in monologs and dialogs.
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