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Beliefs about Grammar and Vocabulary Learning from Surveys of Japanese
Learners Abroad: A Comparison with Non-native Japanese Teachers,
Japanese University Students, and Native Japanese Teachers

ABE Shin
Nagoya University of Foreign Studies / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

This study compares the results of previous researches on beliefs about grammar and vocabulary
learning, which were obtained from surveys of Japanese learners abroad, and analyses the regional
learner belief characteristics. These results were also compared to the beliefs of non-native Japanese
teachers, Japanese university students, and native Japanese teachers.

The following characteristics were identified. Learners in South Asia and Southeast Asia
strongly agree with the belief that grammar and vocabulary learning are important to language
learning. However, those in Western Europe and Oceania weakly agree with this belief. These
tendencies are in accordance with non-native teachers’ beliefs in these areas. Learners in Central
and South America, and some in Southeast Asia, East Asia, and Oceania moderately agree with
the abovementioned belief; this tendency is different from the non-native teachers’ beliefs in
these areas. These results were then compared with beliefs of Japanese university students and
native Japanese teachers. Japanese university students and Japanese teachers with little teaching
experience were found to disagree with learners’ beliefs. On the other, beliefs of Japanese teachers
with long term teaching experiences were found to have similar tendency with learners’ beliefs.

The results of this study should be used to develop syllabi and learning materials for teaching
Japanese grammar and vocabulary.

Key words: beliefs, Japanese learners, grammar learning, vocabulary learning



