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IP-Final Intonation in Tokyo-Accent-System Dialects from the Perspective
of a'Theory of Spoken Discourse

OKI Hiroko
Shinshu University / Visiting Researcher, NINJAL [-2012.09]

Abstract

While lexical accent, which cannot be changed freely, is a property of words, intonation is an aspect
of expression and can be determined by the speaker. The speaker has considerable freedom in using
intonation. In dialects with the Tokyo accent system, both accent and intonation manifested by rises
and falls in pitch, but the function of accent and intonation is different. In the relationship between
accent and intonation, intonation presents us with the option of de-accenting (= weakening or
removing) certain accents. Intonation works in two ways. The first involves tonality, the chunking
or division into IPs (intonation phrases), and the second is its role at the end of IPs, which adds
modal meaning expressing the speaker’s attitude. With regard to the form of IP-final intonation,
there are three main categories: rising, flat and falling. Each of these categories contains two types.
In type A, the prosody appears as a change in pitch between the penultimate and final mora, the
main feature being prominence. In type B, by lengthening the last vowel and gradually changing
its pitch, intonation works by affecting intensity. When the speaker has no expressive intention,
an accent appears unchanged. When the speaker has a desire to express some attitude through
intonation, the intonational effect appears at the end of the IP. The IP-final intonation can be (1)
type A, (2) type B or (3) a combination, which can be A+B or B+B.

Key words: spoken discourse, accent, intonation, prominence, intensity



