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Abstract

This paper reports on the findings of “Japanese for life: the nationwide survey,” in which the
lifestyle and Japanese language proficiency of Asian women living as foreign residents in Yamagata
prefecture were examined through a comparison with other Asian women living in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Area and the rest of Japan. The results suggest that in comparison with other Asian
women in Japan, the Asian women in Yamagata prefecture show two significant differences: (1)
Most of them have a higher self-evaluation of their speaking and listening skills in Japanese
(acquired naturally through long years of residence in Japan); and (2) most of them have a low self-
evaluation of their writing skills in Japanese, despite a strong need for such skills. The longer these
women have lived in Japan, the more frequent have been their daily verbal interactions. However,
they perceive their “writing” skills in Japanese to be inadequate. Most of them can engage in verbal
behavior in Japanese when, for example, interacting with neighbors and communicating with
teachers and parents at schools and kindergartens. In sum, considering the circumstances detailed
above, Asian women living in Yamagata prefecture need language support to develop and maintain
their relationships with Japanese people.

Key words: community-based Japanese language education, married migrant women, natural
acquisition, reading and writing



