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Word Identification in Early Middle Japanese Using Collocation Strength

SUNAGA Tetsuya
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Abstract

It has long been a serious problem for researchers of Early Middle Japanese to determine whether
a set phrase like £ai-nashi should be classified as one word or a combination of separate words.
There is no definite criterion, and some phrases are listed in dictionaries as a word while others
are neglected, all depending on the judgment of the editor. In this paper, the Dice coefficient is
introduced as a solution. The Dice coefficient is an index for estimating collocation strength, i.e.,
how strongly two words are connected with each other. In combination with a morphological
analysis dictionary (Chuko-Wabun UniDic), the Dice coefficient works as one criterion for word
identification.

Key words: morphological analysis dictionary, Early Middle Japanese, collocation strength,
Dice coeficient



