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THE STUDY OF HAJDI}K IN HUNGARY: ITS PROBLEMS
AND PROSPECT

{Summary}

Hiroshi Toya

In the last article the present writer conducted the study of Hajditk
before 1970 and pointed out the existence of “inconsistency” and
“discontinuity" in the study. Taking these resulis into consideration, in
this paper, the writer would like to articulate these “inconsistency” and
“discontinuity” by means of comparing Nagy's and Divid's articles,
which are relatively new researches— both published in 1975— on
Hajduk.

In the. last article we have come to know that the “inconsistency”
came from Hungarian historians’ narrower view of Hajdiak, which lurks
in the study of Hajdiak before 1970, and that the “discontinuity”
resulted from the aititude of Hungarian historians, who have never
made any detailed research on the settlement of Hajduk. Therefore, we
can easily understand that we must give satisfactory answers to the
following questions in order to overcome those “inconsistency” and

“discontinuity”.

1. What kind of people were called Hajdak at the turn of the 17th
century ?
2. What kind of people actually settled down in the ket hajdi-

varos ?

With regard to the first question, the present writer believes that we
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should make much of the peasant elements of Hajditk. Estimating the
fact that thousands of peasants joined Hajditk at the turn of the 17th
century, or if we would like to find consistency in the history of
Hajditk, we have to understand that Hajditk were the social group
that consisted of two smaller groups. One group was those Hajdiuk
who kept their soldier elements strongly and the other was those who
retained their peasant elements firmly.

To the second question, David's article gives us many useful
suggestions. He concludes that those Hajdik, who were bestowed
privileges by Bocskai and kept their soldier elements strongly, were
unwilling to settle down, and that some of those who actually settled
down in Hajdik - villages could be the former village community
members who had once left there to take part in the Bocskai’s army.
His conclusion can be a proper answer to the second question.

Hereafter, more interdisciplinary approach and more socio- historical
approach would be needed in the study of Hajdik.



