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Education: Priority
Number Ong

By W. Montague Cobb

Reprmted from PHYLON, the Atlanta Un|ver5| %Rewew of
Race and Culture, Fourth Quarter, 19



By W. MONTAGUE COBB

Education: Priority Number One

Our Primate Heritage

2005, crrcuse? Bd the ghoto rther have familiarized negrlg everg
one with man ent ﬁ ances in éanearance and Bbehavl
tw en oursefves an on e sa e ratrve anatomy an
sclences enot on dles ne |neabor te etall the natur an
sr n| icance of ese antres rovr ed .Info matro . as to the
tife o on&rn the rouép do terr e atro sto ach
other. It consrdere re |a st she twe an ufr fe w
nmatei constrtute rou creature rance off. from
ammalian ance tra er SIXtY mi on year1 ur simian con-
tporane are the escen ants o ancestor? Ic |ntever anclent
ot off at forestw tatr ns from the slow evo utr ry train whic
ad |t terrprnal In ourse ese modem survrvors em the essentia

eatures ?Ph ases |n Ur own past |t%g
vie rte atrPns Ip, .students 0 navror have S0 ht an
foun In the socla Ie nm| elatives, keys to the un rstan-
Ing f oUr own comp f<socra || gma or atterns qf our behavior
aS 4 ectrn% such vita atterTs aS. Individyal and. roun ominance, th
reIatronsb nthe SEXES amry sterea oung, an
%n % ar re resented eha Its 0 Iow crea ures Whrc

ee ntt regzﬂd c |e as SOUrces 0 amusg erL

n] ehavior, Inall Its deeper ash)ects may readl n e seen to he
the resu gncestral cor]drtronrn whic geceded b¥ Irﬂns ot years
HOt onl the awn of civilization, but the existence of man himself'as a

tinct’ species. oral Crais and Debil
rebral Credits.and Debits

The achre\rements o?‘ our crvﬁrzatron are n\ght dy attnbuted o tg
n%eca aclties, of our hrains—brajns whrch ha ehghed wfrnrt
aterigl wonders rangrn fom giant telescopes, earch the fi
re che the osmoa ectron dcrosco 6s, W ic ore the mole-

rarn Ich have e grea unrtlng 1,n own 1S ang
rurstrc e(s |ca concents eéa stEe doctrine™o otherhoo
o man an the rinciple of t |cen uL

We tend. however, t vetr ok hhe fact that the develo m}ent and use
of the higher powers of the brain have not yet suppressed that heritage

[305]



306 PHYLON

L TR O R e AL

trarP/ % 0SSeSsIoN ot q[t Pence an a[t ten permit
e rut Jé)ss and, In enrou% exportaéonR rutal urges tha as eve
pS?B rfnanr est In the animals endowed with them by nature tor surviva

0 hman a5 had for at least ninety-five tho th ang year
undou te ngr the size and development o ral bo
which he sto a5 spent most of this time as a dwe er |n caves
owrke Wi crude storle tools, and .was, given to plunaer,
omicide and often cannipalism against his Tellow man. wrt
ast elght thousa rs ytemst enerous estimate, has t marau
BCOME . occuple aters Ich mak rthe eve meuto
|vr |z.at|0n? Yet |teh at man has em eveﬁt h?h
tre sbrarn n this drrectron less than one tenth of the
Sad them, no Investment ever known has paid such enormous

IVI %’F an outLay reBres Jtt)euc% 8}/ 6the us%lof his brain in crvrlgzed ursurta

e

for the Iaste]g t'tholsan ri)oss e more than n,ne Ive thous
ears, man s%arned In r]et m: ermrnatru]n or contro tyt e m%or 1[%
e%%er sc?ur es; r%% r]es which convert to his purposes (5 ncalcula

é els .and m%) nded water: ra | efficient tran?-
Port Jt (iom unrcatron Z and.sea, and %rr ascrenlt caarrcu
Hre an |anrma Pu andrv g %h ”vY]ouI be Po&srbetos pport

rpog tion of the world on.af area %esrzeo reat dBrrtarn ||n
short uc con uesto IS envrronmentt at e has overspread the who
eartoan beco etetmaster creaturte ]gnr vl activi d

ne would ex ec rofits from. cerebral activity wou
rt]uce gre on oP % F)rarﬁ (ttat wou Td cause reason t eusedp{or
t utr uman problems, so th tWAt meani now at hand, man
vvou anize %ecoo on a worlg-wide hasis |m]rtrngtepo
lon ton ers that would ensure a arroportgnrt or “Bver Erson
om an exc aan |n% drst{rbutp 000S a tural_resgurces so
that there unda]nc% ora Bnt or n?e Buh IS 15.not
ecse gerrcserveclcanceenefrts of his brain well enough but gives

It
|s ousand vears of |vrlrzed eve entl like a thin
easr r veneer ver he ase |on ears of
era Man no o er nees o survr aI [es-
srv rrves but ese drives lon who on roIIe lor,
the cerebra cortex, the est rain, rom an
e e
aeasnr rP sfodgeot tsﬂustﬁa |oor§ lust rises easrft(rq at ayprrze) {g
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arceny and assault mus be uarded against in a blackout, and a ground-
essr 0r can.cause a«}/ nnq
uture time rec mhllr%ns of gearsb Ars ossible .that the
ontroI of the hrqher centers oft1 rain’ over behavior J“ X |ncre e
ecause com arallve anatomy Shows a pr Sressrve fe rt]
Irection from the ower] rﬂates to man,” BUt meanwhile what is there
to prev an un der tne_influence 0 Rrrmrtrve rB/es rom contrnurng
Use A or th? mventron Of. Newer aq etter Instruments 0
estructron an eventualgr xtermrnatrn himselr?
du

cation for Securi
|versal educ nwoul a&p%arm tvra to ng ?]ure wa out of
the emma |n Imsg to ay, ither so mg hiS
ems rat\ona g acrn rt)rogressrv ly. more catasrjp IC wa a]
apr Iastepe pIe can ntuster strepoqr for them. Education might
es cre Prrorr num e“teh anscurdty

the d trnc e accomg\ Hnnts 0 Htan Ind “are ﬁ the
S8 0 the mass 0 atter ar the cerebral cortex, which forms
e outer (fovenn% a]r 1S ortron of the brahn IS re atveIP/
ar el and more ig IX veloped IH than in anR/ otner anl

ftro(ns as a Super-co tro center, which, hetter than any other Fc anrsm
evolved in Nature, 1s ab e t or an||ze |m‘pr ssions fecelved from t}

Butsrr% assqclate them with grev Hs sto |mRressr ns, an on this
asrs termrne our behaviar, throug ontroswhrc reach all the muscles

Ther ﬁ/tark ble extent of these controls may be briefly. illustrated.
|r cara? ang run in wecncooEdrnatedp fsasrﬁ gn after hgrn% competefA
eprived of [t brain, because these muscu [ (\{emenlt re- initiate
and regylate Qot In its Brain but in its spipal cor A' ower mammal,
such as the rabbit can ave the motor part of Its cereh cortex removed,
an contrnu oen einall enorm maQvements o tssecref 8Bse
gowro |n|t|a muscular action resides abovet Inal cord hut
the cortex |n center called the corpus strraturr] %e to the
uman ofor cortex, howev esuts In Pg B elsrs of that p?-
tion of t ebodyun er cont]r the rea affec eCause. emusc es
cannot act, er ap |cation 0 aheectrrca current stimulate
?ntrftctron 8 ause t e prer of mrtratrnq their action as been com-
pletely transterred from the lower centers tothe cortex.
In. the strug%lef rsurvrvaé an o(;\gan like tPe cerebral corteé 8nfers
Hﬁon Its os‘ Sor ?tre en ou‘s antage of almost unhm fe a-
g %rsrncrarze nrrﬂ scannot Survive e>gfc spt er 11 ar-
ticufar ¢ ﬁs or which thelr bodh tructure fit thegt
staryes when { ?rsn ga]me althougn’o ersurceso adequate
Htr t be availgble.. The gPopotam les W H i rh elr< ?rres tw
ecause Immersion is necessary to protect his poncerous rom the
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Sucah t of tﬂesnu%e Man, on the theh han:ld has no specialized equwment

restnc I 0 naerrlg tOteSetQCI%IC Ways 0 a\éViS Whl ¢ ehS%\éVGtVE{S 0 C{ept
nse (S ith s %ortexgang ?9e Al

W|th hl% advanjp cerebra e UNSpecl |zedI
heen evise was%nd eans t ?urvw under all kinds
con Itions from the tropics to the poles and trom the depths of the
sea totesraosg ere.
Nature has | poseﬁl gon man an exactln% condition in endon/ Hg
WIB an organ. of suc Ptenues He ﬁan e JOV eben(eflts of t
% rain onty, in a general way, in such measure as he develops Its
00 SI ilities bg duca off.
The possession of his cereb[al corteny a]n ma% % lkened to the
ossess;fon of a Str dlvanus olin itted child. Eac ar}mstru-
ent 0 ectlon oss ||t|s But as the chi ) nl: never

%re er
% ﬁ% romte ol temunff dlllgent

In a
ggEnsTteHl‘ 50 the ﬁro er?ortt%a(lnvev | neve?p %%?dmlrtgs?ull 0o entlglltles

unless thesg are develo H ucat|e rOCESSe

duca |on |s as m necessity for man sfod Th
an de ent must become Independent an

to en fo In cont ast with most other. ani s natura

Inatun rOCESSES WI not fake {m Very ar In this direction. He muso[

earn ! others, an what he

a %rns about customa Institution
values, determines'in lar emeasure IS reactions toward everyday affars.
bstaﬁles and Alternative

h& enera educat|on InVo (e]s the effective and |mpart|alh osmon
fte actsa outtewr Its ?ccu ants, . A concern an wel-
re no ﬁe eed earteresuIIs of SU enh%htenment uttere are
VIO |cut|es In Its ac U|st|on In foo many Instances,. our %urren
orma lone%sstems rtesu ofexperl Ce €O ?I’ISIH%IH orma
educatlon g election 0 acIs

al d %uate ? (EC'[IORt0 H%Sfe

0 pies ent
O to-awaken an appreciation "o
significance 0 con e

Whab
rnin asically a vo un ary proc very large number o
leldua?s arg content toy f?) neyr War(fs oaf Int nsai% tra1 m|n oF
e|r ray matter and get aI ng |t a.minim mo uc t|on JSC
ecause most o the. occupations 0 ay, pe the
a|r (bnot makee ustve ema Pels ur}g

an a uate
U

assem Y Ine or SWIV
our Iﬂﬁg ligence.. Sir Arthur Keith has estimateql that the avera
€. has stere outine, aQes not use MOrE t a an

0 wh|ch
el ljno the capacit ere ra core ost peaple are willin
tog%eave t0 othePs se |ous t |n Ing heyona t )ne scopepofptﬁen personaq

a
alI[ﬁls is unfortunate for a democratic form of government, for where
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as re the po olttlon]s ommoslto eunatlons ou %gr\/\t gl 1 nt c e|nocj ﬁ
i |e?s mat)% Ye to do t més% ﬁare hlény |rrat|ona and agalnst
et%ré‘%ﬁ %ﬂernan e to truthful educatmnﬁ ﬁ wst ument of sqcial
ﬁtabmt\( ||s f?rce ucation 0 ratest ou bf rain whic
as only lately come_into contr§ t] an |ts dis none to
Secure. (orce aong 1S respecte )Cvtemu |der a more sron%
he huma rives, Because we know ese termmants

entrenc e lI
o% %0 (%; I%uatreeg trained yte urther evolution of; coraro%wnhm

dctaige time, the z% cannot he envisione dour
police sstems and other meanso en rcmg Justice may be discarde

In addre sm fu ure, ggtlence WI'[?] hu an nertta will stllkbe
i o

negﬁssar ars te start st/n nIS t)r}aWtaTnWﬁlte rectlo ncmgt [g
fQ CISV 1Z |eon when ju ﬂ];bx what he n S accomqlsheo{ In, t e Iast
eloht t ousanj gars, ave

g chieved o muctrmore science ca
g (f no satista toy answe r}d te I the. development or PeecH

the accl enta dlscovenes agn uture were .of prima

mgortancg to the emnnl CIVI (atlo once therr |mo rance
ense resukts re refativel B d t as the veo men

mda mFa[g ut ore must Pefieve tha % serdtns |re

? the fac # atasee WI| sprout Into a ant had been made t oqsands
e}sbe ore_man, would"pay an atiention. Fienstance to change

%hdc as, survwa s&mﬁcane resent|n adherence to the trjed

ous among the

true, I Ve entren an mature, and Is as conspjcu-
iga 5 at|onshoptite wor as among t herteast progreslgwe
Clearly, the burden of xtend| ene its of education_rests upon
those ?toyare %est aware o? ItS va § e{ ggt[ge tasﬂ< fn first ma§n|
tydle, |t must be Vigorously attacked if alth ept W|t tose Who riow
e eexlertnoveerS eikle] ohn has a
are not nman’}/I eco iC; tnFﬁ re moral and inte] ectua J
ental f Ug IS fof one af conflict etweenn lons, [t ast 0 with t

n(i‘
0

ace 0 easonablteness In_human beh V|or eare en |n l}tu&ga
etween the rival claims o{ Reason V|o|ence as |c
etermine the relations of men, an of groups, on a ot er-1

%I‘wctar? P RHre Bk ian . .

tt% stated, Ttée roots of tIt reaft War
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f({easonc nnot becomea(iomrnant ree inhuman affairs unjess men’s
thin ?mac a}reproper nurhure ﬁ crer(rjtnum% eays are
available.to e ect IS, Modern tec noo? fas Jﬂfl ossible the efficient
8rese] ntlatronoo most any Idea at any fevel, auly adapted for age, sex
lr fcoﬂn L1ate screntrfcal \x étpl eing eratron an. obéectrve educa-
tronaI ro ram for a or e%r Pregaratron and ener%/
om arabl tétat NOW Necessar rth Iita rgenc li
eaccom |s niversal a g ement on what ve%/]c H ow

IS not coriceivahle or neceslsar N UNaersian

ut the Incu atrorh ers
fure, an

€ ade Ua(i 0} WOHg

otenatre man as a li gcre of t
resources uman needs or definite time 0 co e se m a
extreme o dest aim. . Manifo wledoe from the brol ica
socro ogrca scrence Whrc IS contAnua bel augmented can rou

bear” gn work 0 licaton, revision o
pases of extant e ucatrona meF slwr e Involved,

inale

esu ey 1t curent Per(tgugcett% 3o rt”t‘tttdf’t rtté"ttt’”e W 238
IS fore limbs free Yo e e nw atever |vr |es e may choose.
ands and the power o

vanced cere a? corte %f In errt ? tree SOIFr)rI Rrg\s/te rtsheasa
aster control organ o tebo hea cerar ungamenta
overress s fire, rrc ure an tewee in pr |sor|c fimes,
un owder, steam an eIectrrcr |n recent times, he has become the
om |s tulrvrrnglscrl%aturle %H l|Jsr (;\Ertrn H In hjs higher brain he has
rgan vrlrtﬁ hrcn can syccessfu TP soIv lf sg or rogfems
aurtnatecran 'Vtre el rom Tis Q0 unless e gdlcats I
reasnto |eve at mtecosmrco er rt) sth re |sad|eec ve
wrc re Ires that man must conquer his diffic t| 0 on to further
an may Just as well bego eextrncts ousan fo er Specles
rehm No 0 rcreature owever, has had sq.much within Its own
ower teme ns 0 surrn its own future Indefinitely. Inasmuch as
emaorrt% manlﬁrn %S own too [ittle enthusiasm for takr Meas-

res NEcessary to utilize t owr It IS Up to those who are aware of
the possinili zs to keep their shou ders t0 ttlt% whee?
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