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FEATURES

THE WONDERS OF JAPAN

by JOHN LOVELL, JR.

Fulbright Lecturer, Osaka University of Foreign Studies, 1960-1961
(Professor of English, Howard University, Washington, D.C.)
Written for The Study of Current English

In Shakespeare’s play, The
Tempest, Prince Ferdinand is
shipwrecked on a strange island.
Among other remarkable things
he sees an extremely pretty girl.
He says to her, “O, you wonder !”
It turned out that the girl’s name
was Miranda which means so
glorious as to be wondered at, or
wonderful. | was not shipwrecked ;
but after nine amazing months
in Japan during which | have
been in all four main islands, in
every section and big city, in
nearly every middle-sized city, and
in hundreds of towns and villages,
I can truthfully say, “JaPan>you
wonder!”

I say this without worrying
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about permanent conclusions. |
am not one of those alien resi-

dents or travelers in Japan who
are determined, by writing a book,

to turn Japan into what | have
made up my mind it ought to be,
or into something different from
everyone else’s impression. |
merely wish to set down a few of
the things that | have [seen and
felt which | classify as wonderful
—sometimes because they are so
different from the nearest similar
thing in the West, sometimes
because they have reached a nota-
ble stage of development and
sometimes because they are just
plain miraculous!

May | begin with travel. |
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am impressed first by map-making
for short travel. | have never
met a Japanese who did not an-
swer my request for directions by
drawing me a wonderful map.
Westerners are so notoriously
lacking in simple geography!
Then, there is leave-taking, during
which dozens of people come
down to see off on the train one

tomodachi. They stand solemnly
waiting, hands behind backs,
until the leaving bell sounds.

When the train pulls out, they do
a tremendous amount of bowing
and waving, their bodies ranging
from precise dignity to fast-mov-
ing suppleness. Next is the pas-
sion for sight-seeing among the
people. On Yashima plateau one
April morning | counted 59 sepa-
rate groups of sightseers—adults,
students, small children—and
never a foreigner among them.
The same urge to see and appre-
ciate the beautiful country—so
utterly deserving of appreciation—
I have found everywhere among
the natives.

Especially do they love moun-
tain tops, cable cars, ropeways,
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castles, towers, and other tall posi-

tions. Is this love of high place
symbolic? | would be afraid to
say. | do know that even on

regular train and bus trips, they
fight for the chance to admire the
scenery from the windows. Some-
times, a regularly scheduled bus
will stop to give them free oppor-
tunity. They are certainly not
people crossing the river merely
to get on the other side, or like
some Western folk, wearing blink-
ers or hidden behind their work.

What about this countryside
that they so much admire? It is
uniformly  full  of wonders.
“ Nothing endures but change,”
says a German proverb, and noth-
ing,is truer of the Japanese coun-
tryside. Of course, the land is
four-fifths mountains, but these
are never the same. The great
Fuji-san in southern Honshu,
little Fuji in northern Kyushu,
and Hokkaido Fuji in southern
Hokkaido are as far apart as the

poles.
And so are the denizens of the
land. In Honshu, | have rarely

seen a horse or cow, although |1
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have tasted the most delicious
beef of my life—in Kobe, for one
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place. In Hokkaido, | have seen
cows, pigs, sheep, horses and other
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fauna in abundance; in Kyushu,
many oxen drawing carts. As
for flora, my experience is that in
Honshu it is everywhere present
but stays within bounds. In
Hokkaido during June, especially
in regions struck in winter by the
heaviest snows, it is lusher and
more colorful than anywhere else.
In Kyushu—on Chijiwa Bay—
| saw a terraced town (Obama),
with terraced sections behind the
town and gardens on every ter-
race level. | said to myself that
in future years when | come to
Japan, | will probably see many
things like this—reclaiming the
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land from the mountains. Also
in Kyushu | saw green moss in-
termingled with other thatching
on the thatched roofs.

For legendary pictures, how-
ever, nothing is more like being
drawn on a post card than for
you to stand at the edge of the
planking in Hakodate harbor with
the sun almost melted down.

If the land is well dressed, in-
deed so are the people. Some of
the girls facetiously imitate the
Ryukyu women (I am told) by
placing their hair invarious styles

of “ the beehive.” Most of the
children wear uniforms, some
OX biii. avy
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with ill grace. Some copy West-
ern styles, especially French, with
ferocity. A girl wearing her dress
two inches above the knees will,
when she sits, work hard to keep
it pulled down, as though the
dress itself had suddenly become
immodest. But most girls, and
boys too, have a talent for looking
neat and attractive, partly | sup-
pose because they have manage-
able bodies. What will happen
when they become tall and broad
and gawky | do not know. It is
almost a pity that they are being
pulled away from their small, but
comely, figures.
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An interesting development is
the passage of the Kimono in
both men and women. In Kyu-
shu, one still sees many kimono
and tanzen in the streets; in the
big cities of Honshu and Hok-
kaido, one sees almost none, except
during the New Year’s season. It
was my privilege to attend a
kimono fashion show and to learn
something of the great bungle-
someness involved in wearing Ki-
mono and sashes, for weddings
and other formalities,, and for
everyday life. | learned that the
kimono is dying partly because
it slows down the wearer too much
in the busy affairs of everyday life.
This is a pity. When one has
seen what color and style and
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By Ernie Bushmiller
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6Gift’ Castles Costly

Editorial, The Houston Post,
lan. 15, 1961

Would you like to own a castle? You can. All you need do is
ask. Just apply to the Castles Association in Braubach-on-the-Rhine,
Germany, and you will be sent a list of state-owned “ gift ” castles from
which you can make your choice.

There is a catch, however. You will be unwise to accept one of these
medieval relics unless you are prepared to restore it to its original con-
dition. No modernization which would change its appearance is per-
mitted. What would it cost? Well, estimates run from $8,000 to as
high as $80,000.

So you don’t want that castle! Well, never mind.
Those castles are for dreaming, and cost

You can still

have your castle in Spain.
nothing.
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human figure can do with kimono,
both winter and summer, one
strongly hopes that this delightful
relic of a feudal age can be some-
how preserved.

In the main Japanese cities,
past meets present and future like
hydrogen meets chlorine—with a
mighty explosion. Tokyo, like
all great cities of the world, is not
acity really, only an illusion and a
hodgepodge. And yet, one would
never wish to have the greatest
illusion of modern times rubbed
out. Kyoto is part illusion, too,
with its 1500 shrines and temples,
and its vast universities and col-
leges. Osaka is not illusion—it
is plain madness, busier than all
the busy cities stirred together,
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with its great castle and fine tem-
ples and art galleries—even one
modernistic temple—woefully out
of place. And yet Osaka is the
hub of industrial Japan and for all
its mad appearance, | like it.
Takamatsu, Kagoshima, Sendai,
and Nagasaki | found very much
to my liking mainly because my
deepest moods link past and pres-
ent indiscriminately. Kobe is
home, set down like Longlegged
Jack of the Isthmus between
friendly mountains (particularly
Rokko-san and Maya-san) and a
ship-studded but glittering bay.
(To be concluded)
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THE WONDERS OF JAPAN

(Concluded)

by JOHN LOVELL, JR.

Fulbright Lecturer, Osaka University of Foreign Studies, 1960-1961
(Professor of English, Howard University, Washington, D.C.)
Written for The Study of Current English

But the one city Japan must
never lose is Nara. Nara is supreme.
Nara is reality. No country can
forget or eliminate its past as many
Japanese, young and old, are trying
this minute to do. Let the future
Japan be built from Nara. Let the
rich traditions of the past, so in-
tensively preserved at Nara, be the
foundations for the industry and
science and culture and personality
of the future. Then let Nippon be
as modern as it pleases because
then it will not be either sleepy
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traditionalism or bloated indus-
trialism. It will be just right.
This topic leads easily to the
wonders of Japanese education.
Japan has the highest rate of lit-
eracy and the highest average daily
school attendance in the world—
both above 99%—and yet its edu-
cational future is full of question
marks. There is little wrong with
its teachers as long as it develops
such as (I mention the giants |
know best) Morisawa and Kata-
yama at Osaka Gaidai, Osawa at

ed swollen up))
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Kanazawa, Yamaguchi at Fukui,
Kashiwagura at Hokkaido, and
Morioka at Kyushu. Some of its
educational practices are most
commendable, as for example, the
practice of having hundreds of
thousands of school children go
on short and long tours and the
practice of stand-up reading in
bookstores by a phenomenal num-
ber of readers every day.

But the Japanese university
student often seems to imagine
himself in a wilderness. Some
wonder if it is worthwhile to fight
through the excruciating mazes of
examinations and come out with
degrees merely to settle in atrading
house at very modest pay for the
rest of their livers. The Japanese
student thus seems doubtful as to
his longrange objectives —he is too
good a student and too fine a person
to be without them. His demon-
strations are, | think, a mark of his
confusion and of his determination
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to be secure in an unsteady world.
When he fully decides on cultural
goals worthy of his superior weap-
ons of brains and character, he
will be without superior anywhere.
As long as he has not decided, he
often uses his great brain power to
avoid persistent study and still to
simulate the results. But | have
seen enough of him to have faith
in him. | believe he will walk out
of this wilderness in a few years.
The whole story of gainful em-
ployment in Japan, however, is a
wonder. | marvel not only at the
employment of university students
of mighty intellect, but also at the
employment of those who did not
reach university, most, | suppose,
eliminated along the way. 1 am
told that girl attendants on the
bus—who sometimes burst into
song as part of their instructive
routine—must sometimes qualify
when the applications are 50 to 100
times the number of the positions.
These jobs, and other jobs like
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them, require managerial ability
and sales personality.

It seems, however, that practi-
cally everyone in Japan is employed,
though | know there are unem-
ployment statistics. | see a dozen
waitresses in a restaurant where
at home | would see (flitting by)
two or three. | see beautiful girls
in brilliant uniforms engaged in
the gentle practice of wiping off
the bannisters alongside the esca-
lators, bowing meanwhile and
thanking the customers (even
though they didn’t buy anything)
in super-honorific tones. | see
women helping their men—plow-
ing, working the rice fields, loading
cement, rowing boats in mid-bay.
| see elderly people lugging huge
furoshiki, acting as delivery trucks.
The people of Japan are busy,
busy, busy—all day, seven days a
week, and during nearly all holi-
days.

In Japan also are foreigners, and
not all of them are as beautiful as
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the natives. Some are determined
to foreignize the country, willy-
nilly. Some complain because
English is not everywhere spoken,
or western dishes not everywhere
served, or beds not present in
ryokans. Some rely on guides or
on living in Tokyo instead of rough-
ing it through the real Japan.
Many foreigners, though, are
quite dedicated. Facing up to the
problems of communication, they
gradually learn the language and
learn to live with the people. It is
beside the point that they are not
fully accepted—many Japanese are
not accepted by other Japanese,
many Americans not by other
Americans. The major sin is to
undervalue the Japanese power of
perception and to offer less than
one’s best. It is a fine thing that
Western countries are thinking
more and more highly of Japan as
friend, as neighbor, and as ally.
This will mean that foreign service
employees, semi-offcial visitors,

without any of the modern conven-
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and tourists will be of higher quali-
ty in the future and will elicit more
electrical responses. It is a fine
thing that so many superior Japa-
nese are going abroad for a multi-
plicity of reasons. One—a Gaidai
instructor named Oi-san—is ac-
companying me back to Howard
University for a year to study A-
merican drama. All such inter-
changes will add to the wonders of
Japan.

And last we come to the wonders
of the Japanese personality. The
Japanese are entitled to their prej-
udices and peculiarities, if they will
grant these privileges on a univer-
sal basis. As the Japanese come
to know more and to be better
known, prejudices on every side
will decrease; but it is to be hoped
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that discriminating tastes will re-
main.
Japanese in two horns of a certain
paradox: clannishness on one side
friendliness and courtesy on the
other.

when they begin a sentence with
“We Japanese” because then they
usually describe atrait common to
most human beings. They are at
their best in conversation, gener-
ously using varied tones and artful

No one can match the

They are at their worst

MANNERS FOR LANGUAGE STUDENTS
By

Chartes E. Woodson

During the year | have been in Japan | have had many experiences
with Japanese concerning the English language, all the way from the boy
in Kyoto Station who asked me the time and then was too afraid to wait
for an answer, to the Japanese girl who read some things | had written and
corrected the spelling and grammar for me.

I know that nearly every Japanese student would like to speak with
foreigners, so I, as a foreign visitor to Japan, wish to offer some sugges-
tions about manners and language.

MEETING PEOPLE

First of all, when you meet a person who appears to be lost, don’t say,
“ Where are you going?” While the Japanese equivalent of this is quite
polite, to us this is a very blunt statement. When someone says this to
me, | feel like replying, “ It is none of your business.” A much more
polite sentence for you to say is, “ May | help you?”

If you should be fortunate enough to be sitting (or standing) beside a
foreigner, it is permissible to ask him if you may speak to him (or her).
Don’t say, “ May | practice my English on you? ” That gives us the feeling
that we are being experimented upon. | suggest you say: “ May | speak
with you? ” This is polite and will nearly always get a favorable reply.

But then your real test comes. Please, please, please have something
to say.

WHAT TO SAY

You have no idea how boring it is to hear over and over again, “ Where
are you from?,” “ | am studying English,” “ | have 2 sisters.” Many
people will be kind to you when you speak in such a way, but you are
taxing them. Try these ideas. “ Do you know that next Tuesday is
Children’s Festival in Japan? ” You will likely get a “ no”, then you can
explain to them. <« Have you visited the X Temple in our city? It is
very famous among us Japanese. In May we have our Spring Festival. ... ”

To a beginner such conversations may sound difficult but truely they

You can write them out and practice them beforehand if you
Once you have learned a short speech about some important thing

are not.
wish.
in your city, you can use it over and over.

If you should meet me (or someone else interested in learning Japanese)
you can make yourself very popular by offering a Japanese lesson.
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pantomime even when talking a-
mong themselves.

The Japanese personality is
gloriously expressed in the Japa-
nese bath, especially the “mulitude
bath.” It is not the fact that dozens,

even hundreds of people, bathe
together that I find most wonderful,
although this fact is wonderful
enough. The superior wonder is
in the fact that in this mighty crowd
each individual emerges as a spe-

You might launch into the subject by saying, “ Have you studied the
Japanese language? ” Then offer to teach a few words. Sayonara, X-0
kudasai, ikura, ichi, ni, san, etc. are very useful, even to the tourist. We
will be very graetful for the lesson and you will have the opportunity to
practice your English.

I once received a card from a Japanese student with the Japanese system
of numbers, the 2 systems of pronunciation in Romaji and the western
system on it. This short lesson was very helpful to me and | have long
been graetful to him. If he would have written his name and address on
the back of the card he would have long ago received a letter of thanks and
perhaps an invitation to visit my home.

But, please remember one very important thing when dealing with these
partly bilingual people. Always reply in the language spoken to you.

Nothing exasperates me more than when | speak in Japanese to some-
one and they stammer back in English or hold up fingers in some strange
would-be international language.

You will often meet people who can not fully understand your reply.
In that case you should reply in the language spoken to you and then re-
peat the same thing in English. Then if that person replies to you in Eng-
lish, you may speak only in English to him.

In general remember to look at your conversation from the foreigners
point of view. He is not interested in repeating trite things, but he prob-
ably is very interested in learning more about Japan and the Japanese.
You are seeking a free English lesson from him. You should give him
something in return, and the best thing you have to offer is information
about Japan.

NEGATIVE QUESTIONS

The meaning of a negative question is much different in Japanese than

in English. When visiting Japanese homes | have often been asked a
question like: “Won’t you eat supper now?”
I reply: “ Yes, of course.” Then | am very surprised to be told the meal

is not yet ready. The person wished to speak to me in the most polite
manner possible but to me this negative question carried the implication
of a command. To me he was saying: “ You should eat supper now; if
you do not, please explain to me why you do not wish to do so.”

A much better sentence would be: “ Would you like to eat supper now?”
(Unless you actually mean to suggest that | should eat now or explain my
delay.)

This is not a complete list. But, | have mentioned some things which |
think are important. You and the people you meet can add to this list.

“ I've enjoyed speaking with you. | hope we meet again soon. Good-
by.”

THE STUDY OF CURRENT ENGLISH

FEATURES

cial person. The Japanese are far
ahead of the world in bathing. A-
mericans think baths are for clean-
liness; some other countries that
they are for relaxation, style, or
society; the Japanese take all these
as a beginning. They know that
transcendently, hot baths are for
discovering who you really are,
through  philosophical musing,
overtly, in a crowd. In the course
of this self-discovery, they are never
curious about the next man. Or
woman.

The Japanese have great faith in
the following things: the suprem-
acy of the male child, the useless-
ness of hats, cement buildings,
wheels (especially the manhood
that comes up through the seat of
a motorbike), the homeyness of
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FEATURES

television (alas!), the need for speed
and pushing, the ability to relax
(to take off one’s shoes and to sleep
in any vehicle or to sleep standing
up), the monopolies which serve
them, an authoritative foreigner,
and (thank the good Lord!) art in
every corner of life. At Naka-
mura’s Department Store in Nago-
ya | saw a glassware exhibit and
marveled, among other things, at
the art of preservation which re-
tained glass pieces for 20 centuries.
In Kagoshima and in Karatsu |
saw marvelous art objects hundreds
of years old, but better than that,
I have seenthem in peoples’ homes.
I love to enter a home or a taxicab
where | am certain there will be
one or more beautiful flowers. |
love to see my insignificant pur-
chase wrapped with inevitable
color in even an unpretentious
Japanese shop.

I am fascinated by girls who
cover their mouths when they
laugh. | am even more fascinated
by friends who reach over and
continue to fill up each other’s sake
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cups or beer glasses, without re-
quest. | am fascinated by Jap-
anese faces. There is every kind
of face in Japan, but more happy
faces than | see at home. Usu-
ally, they are not poker faces, as
some have declared. Even the fine
control of face muscles accentuates
rich tones of meaning and in this
choir of meaning is wonder and
curiosity about the next move or
the eventual outcome. If these
tones were blurred, the eyes will

show the secretalone. The brown
eyes are always expressive. They
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sharply and concisely summarize.
They challenge. They demand a
worthwhile competition.

And so you have a tiny sam-
ple from my vast collection of the
wonders of Japan. You have heard
nothing of the Japanese theatre
since | am reporting elsewhere—
and will report for years—on the
100 Japanese plays | have seen in
nine months and the dozens of
wonderful people and things | have
met on the Japanese stage. When
I return to America, my mind will
be a museum treasuring my Jap-
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