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27,

AEIHFO Ay ML, BT WY LRSS g e LTS
&), HRISH L THELRAELLREMRATnEETHE, LALES
REDOIEDE, AE R -FIIBWTHs TWAEANKIE, TERH] W5
TOESOMBEEERTILL 2oL ). ) —rOEFGIE, ALY/
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52

AELHFD [ZFH] LEBT2L0TH- T, [EFER] cfmLsdecldsny
20, TEFER] KBIT2HRERERBTHLO0TERVEZERS,

(1) AY JHFOBRREOETIE, A% [ER] cEETL L8 TEHRY D
A, Masonbe A F &lo L hid, AY/FiXPpENZEKROEEEFMEAL LD
BTiEdvkng ghint, [AMEG] cwEfds @3B LW Y S T D (Masen, pp.
332 TOELEODWTREGIGARTALEIH L LHFEFLTWD, BEWHT
HIORBRInFFRLTE
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A Teleological Theory of Rights:
Through Green’s Critique or Spinoza’s Doctrine of Natural Rights

<Summary>
Nobunaga Honma

This paper presents a teleological theory of rights developed by the British Idealist,
Thomas Hill Green, through an analysis of his critique on Spinoza’s doctrine of natural
rights in Lecnires on the Principles of Political Obligation.

Spinoza’s doctrine on natural rights leaves a question whether such a doctrine leads
to the best state which Spinoza presents in Chapter 5 of his Tractatus Politicus. Green
believes that such natural rights as Spinoza presents is untenable because it is unable to
bring about the ideal state presented in Chapter 3, believing that it is the conclusion of
Spinoza’s Tracratus Politicus.

Yet, Spinoza’s argument is consistent throughout, or “consistently naturalistic” in the
words of Leo Strauss. For Spinoza, the ideal state is a different matter. Spinoza’s
descriptive tone of argument does not require his explanation on how a state becomes the
ideal state. It is enough for him to describe characteristics of the ideal state, Chapter 5 is
not to be read as the conclusion of Tractawus Poliricus, Green is wrong in supposing that
Spineza’s doctrine of natural rights is mistaken, believing that it is not consistent with
Spinoza’s ideal state. So Green’s criticism does not exhaust Spinoza out.

On the other hand, Spincza's argument does not exclude our asking the connection
between the chapter 5 and his argument before it, or how his ideal state can be realized,
starting with his natural theory.

This is precisely the question this article pursues and the author tries to salvage

Green's intention of his critique on Spinoza’s natural rights. Seen from this angle,
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Tractatus Politicus does not offer positive statement on the connection. This means that,
although Spinoza develops his version of natural rights in a consistent manner, the ideal
state which he explains in the chapter 5 requires something more than that. This suggests
a shortcoming of the concept of his natural rights.

Green’s version of natural rights theory offers an fruitful alternative in this regard,
Green believes that it is natural for human beings to live together in harmony in a society.
He thinks that it is their aim, resting on Aristotelian tradition of phusei politikos.
Consequently, he believes that the power for the purpose of this aim should be regarded
as a right because such power is contributory to the aim and therefore contributory to
human nature, He argues that such rights as contributory o the aim are the only rights
that should bear the title of natural rights because they are in accord with human nature.
Thus he presents his teleological theory of natural rights.

This version of natural rights enables us to expand the application of rights in
political discourse. As a result, this concept of natural rights is able to show the way fora
given state to approach the ideal state. Therefore, it can be said that it has much to offer

in our reconsideration and reconstitution of the concept of rights.



