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What to be taught and included in school curriculum is nothing neutral but it reflects political,
economic, social and social and cultural influence on curriculum. The aim of the present paper is
to examine such influence on both English and national language education in primary education
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in Asia.

Due to a limited number of countries available for data analyses, it was difficult to specify
statistically significant variables influencing curriculum time allotment for English and national
language education. The goal of the present paper, however, is not only to examine only
statistically significant factors but also to investigate factors that may be statlstlcally weak but
probably influential on the result of curriculum time allotment. ’

As a result, the fact of having a colonization history from English speaking countries has most
significant influence on deciding education of English language time ratio. The nation-state’
s economic level is also possibly related. For the national language education, ethnic linguistic
diversity and economic level, political fractionalization and the year of independence are possibly
relevant to its time ratio in this respective order. Factors influencing the time ratio of both English
and national language education in primary education reflect nation-state’s active action, and the
influence of world system was not detected.

Examining the relationship of language education and national features should give us valuable
information in understanding the development process as well as the present condition of
curriculum. Thus, it is necessary to improve a data base on curriculum.
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