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Theoretical and Practical Study on Introducing
“Japanese Culture” in JFL/JSL
— From a Standboint of Critical Pedagogy —

Kimiko SUZUKI

In recent foreign/second language education field, the significance of integrating

“culture” into language learning has been widely discussed. Some scholars in critical
pedagogy, however, have warned that the over-emphasis on typical representation of the
target culture results in proliferating normative linguistic and cultural ideclogies. Often,
Japanese culture is referred to as homogeneous and group-oriented in language learning
environment. The multiplicity, hybridity, and fluidity in Japanese culture, on the contrary,
have been largely neglected. It is the language educator’s responsibility to challenge the
dilemma. This article thus intends to raise awareness of aforementioned critical issues
among language educators and to suggest taking the critical aspects into their own
language curriculum. In so doing, the article first discusses main cultural theories, and then
examines previous studies on sociocultural issues in teaching Japanese from critical

approaches, which is followed by classroom report on critical aspects of Japanese culture.



