Y RK LANES ?RESS
 for Refugee Studies
Suite 351, York I.anes
Yark University
4700 Keele Street, North York
_ Ontario, Canada MSI 1P3
__ Phone: (416) 736-5843
Fax: (416) 736-5837
Internet: refuge@yorku.ca

Vol. 15 ¢ No. 3
May-June 1996
Editor
C. MicHAEL LANPHIER
Guest Editor
Kurr MiLis
Assistant Editors
'RACHEL COLLINS
MARK SWINDER
Managing Editor
ARUL S. ARULIAH

C

Refuge is dedicated to the encourage-
ment of assistance to refugees by
providing a forum for sharing in-
formation and opinion on Canadian
and international issues pertaining to
refugees. Refuge was founded in 1981.

It is published six times a year by
York Lanes Press for the Centre for
Refugee Studies, York University,
Canada. Refuge is a nonprofit, inde-
pendent periodical supported by
private donations and by subscrip-
tions. It is a forum for discussion, and
the views expressed do not necessarily
reflect those of its funders or staff.

All material in Refuge may be re-
produced without permission unless
copyrighted or otherwise indicated.
Credit should be given to the author or
source, if named, and Refuge. Sub-
missions on related issues are welcome
for publication consideration.

Current subscription rates for one
year (six issues) are: Canada Can.$50;
all other countries U.S. $60. (Cheques
must be drawn on a Canadian or a
U.S. bank.) Current volume single
issues are available at $10 per copy.

Please enclose your purchase
order or payment, made payable to
York 1anes Press, with your order.

ISSN 0229-5113

T Memoriam

Lisa Gilad

Lisa Gilad became of blessed memory to us on May 28, 1996 when she
lost her life in a road accident. Since that day her friends and colleagues
have met privately and publicly to articulate their feelings of loss and to
memorialize Lisa in a worthy manner. This is my effort.

It is not overstatement to say that everyone who came into contact with
Lisa Gilad will forever be affected by her. This is the case in all her social
and professional circles. It is because Lisa dealt with nothing lightly.
Such intensity in some might be seen as unbecoming, a sign of absence
of humour, areason to be avoided. In Lisa this intensity inspired quite the
opposite. Her Talmudic approach to all aspects of life reflected the depth
of her soul not only her intellect. When one finds such a person, one
wants to be around her. This is why we miss her so.

I first met Lisa about ten years ago at a conference sponsored by the
Refugee Documentation Centre, the predecessor of York University’s
Centre for Refugee Studies. At one session I made a flippant remark with
which Lisa heartily took issue. We became instant friends and I followed
her career with great interest and concern.

The appointment of Lisa Gilad to the Immigration and Refugee Board
was a stroke of brilliance. For in Lisa, there was the perfect combination
of qualities to do such a job. I am not only thinking of objective charac-
teristics, such as good analytical and writing skills, but rather of those
which come from an almost perfect love of humanity: the ability to be
serious yet compassionate, to suffer neither fools nor liars yet treat all
with respect. When Lisa determined that the person before here was a
Convention Refugee, she saw it not as a case of good fortune on the part
of the claimant. Instead, Lisa was invigorated by the good fortune of
Canada to be in a position to offer such protection. She would leave her
chair, shake hands with those refugees and tell them so!

As a Jew, I have been taught that lives are measured by deeds. The
deeds of Lisa Gilad measure much longer than her 39 years of life. Eve-
rything Lisaaccomplished in her private and public arenas was important
and significant. She loved to teach and did so by her actions. Lisa Gilad
taught us to take nothing for granted, to invest significant energy into
everything good. In death Lisa will continue to teach that lesson. We
should understand more than ever the extreme fragility of life itself, and
the necessity to contribute generously to the betterment of this place
while we are able.

May the memory of Lisa Gilad be a comfort to all who mourn her.

Susan Davis

Susan Davis is a Special Advisor to Assistant Deputy Minister-Partnerships, Citizenship
and Immigration Canada.
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