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INTRODUCTION

Scope and Purpose of the Study

Thé purpose of this thesis is to define the methods Ellen White
employed in interpreting the Olivet Discourse; and further to review the
exposiﬁion.that grew out of these methods. Once these methods have been
identified and the eﬁposition defined, these wiil then be contrasted and
compared with other writers. Thesge writers have been classified under
four headings.

Firstly, the Millerxite lecturers; that is, those preachers and
writers who from various denominational backgrounds supported'william‘
Miller in his proclamation.of a soon coming Saviour, sometime in the mid
1840's; It was from this group that the young Ellen Harmon eémerged and,
as a teenage girl, she was profoundly influenced by them.

Secéndly, a review of Seventh~day Adventist writers who published
during Ellen White's own lifetime. This sectioﬁ will terminate in 1915,
the year of White's death.  Though writers will be reviewed who wrote up
to 1915, it is recoénized that any writer who may have infiuenced her
thinking on the Olivet Discourse would have ﬁad to publigh before 1900,
by which time White's major work on this subject had been completed. In
- a sense, forlthe purposes of this study; the date is arbitrarf;

The third group which will be examined will be those non-Seventh-

day Adventist authors who wrote on the subject of Matthew twenty-four
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whose books were in her libraries. The assumption is, in this section,

that she may have been more familiar with authors to whom she was known

to have had access.

The last groﬁp will be a selection of non-Seventh-day Adventist
authors not in her libraries, but who were well known generally in theo-
.logical Protestant circles of her time. Most of these will be her contem-

poraries, but some wrote before her time and remained dignificant in the

area under examination. This last section is not exhaustive as the full
literature is ndt available to the researcher. The selection reviewed,
however, does present adequate informa£ion to adopt viable conclusions
for the purposes of this study.

Sections of the bibliocgraphy are annotated to indicate writers
who were examined, but whe added nothing in substance to the present

study. These writers provided material that was a matter of duplicate

content, no comment at all, or nothing relevant to include in the body

of the paper.

The purpose of the study then, is twofold: firstly, to ascertain
in what way other writers influenced (or did not influence) Ellen White's

interpretation of the chapter; and secondly to assess the implications of

White's interpretation for the Seventh-day Adventist Church today.

Importance of the Study

The Olivet Discourse has been seen for centuries as a chapter of
significant importance to the - Christian Church. Even a cursory examina-

tion of writers who have written on the chapter reveals, along with their -




acknowledgement of -its importance, a testimony as to its difficulties.
Both the Millerite lecturers and Seventh-day Adventist wriﬁers recoénized
the significant contribution this discourse made in their eschatological
conclusions. Ellen White's wide use of the chapter also underlined its
importance in her thinking.

> The éermcn Christ gave on the Mount of Olives has received as much
attention from Bible interpreters as his 'Sermon onrthe Mount' in Galilee.
What the 'Sermon on the Mount' is to practical theology, the Olivet
Discourse is td eschatology.

Seventh-day Adventist evangelists in recent decades have primarily

used this chapter to present to public audiencés an historical sequence

of events stretching from the destruction of Jerusalem to the Second
Advent. This factor alone highlights the importance of the chapter to
£he Church's eschatoloéical emphasis. ‘If the interpretative assessment
of White's use of the discourse in the following chapters is valid, then

the present evangelistic presentation also needs reassessment.

Problems and Methods

The following chapter will reveal tﬁat Ellen White, in her
exposition of the Olivet Discourse, authenticates three approaches of
interpretation. Two of these app%daches are complementary, one osten-—
sibly is contradictory to the other two. Part of our task in the con-
clusion is to postulate a solution that will not only preserve the vali-

dity of the one but highlight the significance of the other two interpre-

tations.




Definition of Terms

The footnotes should be carefully noted when the following terms

are encountered: 'Millerite', 'Universalist', 'historical-continuocus®

and "dual fulfillment'.

Basic Assumptions

In a review of the writings authored by Ellen White, the paper

proceeds with thevfollowing presuppositions:

1. That Ellen White was a 'messenger of the Tord' to the Seventh-day
Adveﬁtist Chufcﬂ

2. That her writings ave inspired in a way that no other Seventh-day
Adventist writer has been; to this point in time

3. These writings primarily reveal a pastoral concern for the church.
However, she also exhibits Biblical insights in her exposition

4, Ellen White showed a deveieping understanding of scripture, though
she was not exhaustive in herxunderstanding and comments. Further,
she was to a degree influenced both by time and other writers of the

S
period in what she wrote

Significance of the Study

The way Ellen White used contemporary sources will expand and
clarify our understanding of the concept of inspiration. It will also
enhance our understanding of her contribution to the Seventh-day Adventist

Church. It may also demonstrate that.even an-authority. in an-established

church has difficulty modifying entrencheéd views.



CHAPTER IT
ELLEN G. WHITE'S USE OF THE OLIVET DISCOURSE

As a student of the Bible, Ellen White, like many before her,
sees thé 'Olivet Discourse' as a passage of vital importance. On one
occasion in counselling ministers, she suggested that they leave ocut of
their discourses matters of minor importance and bring:before people
subjects that will decide the destiny of souls. The prophecy of Matthew
twenty-four is one such subject, she concluded.l

It appears on examination of her writings that she endeavoured
to follow this counsel herself, It was not infrequently a topic in her
articles, sometimes even a series.in denominational periodicals.2

The same emphasis can be seen in the frequency with which she
drew upon these chapters to emphasise the times in which she lived and
the necessity for the church to be prepared to meet this climactic

3
event.
!

1 . ' . D :
Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers (Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1915), p. 148.

2E.g., Ellen G. White, "Words-of Warning," Review & Herald 75
(December 1898): 793-94, 809~10, 825-26. (Hereafter cited as RH) .

Of the two indexes available currently on the scriptural
references White used in her writings, both show the same pattern. The
areas that are used numerically most frequently are the Upper Room
Discourse. (John 13-17); The Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7) and the
Olivet Discourse (Matt 24-25). Cf. Compreheénsive Index to the Writings
of Ellen G. White (Washington, D.C.: Review & Herald Publishing Associa-
tion,f1962), 1:90-94, 100-102,-121-24..and Martha Montgomery Odom,. ed.,

A Scripture Index to Revieéw & Herald Articles by Ellen G. White -
(Washington, D.C.: Review & Herald.Publishing Association, 1978)}.

. -




The reason for this frequent usage appears to be the historical
milieu from which the Seventﬁ—day Aaventist Church emergedl ' The' cefhtral
motif of.the religicus.awakénihg 6f the nineteenth century was the ex-
pectedlimminent kinédom 6f glory.g The Millerite preacﬁers found much of
their prophetic data from Cﬁrist's apocalyptic discourse. This same
imminence, even ﬁrgency,is woven throughout White's writings. It was
this background and these chapters of scripure which not only nurtured
her early experience but also provided the goal to which her prophetic
ministry was directed. |

It would appear that sherégardedMatthew‘s account of the dis-
course more complete than that of either Luke.or Mark for she made more
frequent use of Matthew. It should.be remembered that any discuésion
of 'sources' and "dependency' in the synoptic gospels was not an issue

with her.

Homiletic Use

An important distinctibp needs to be rqcpgnized at this point.
Elléﬁ White was primarily alminister to the church and the bulk of her
writings were directed at guiding its development corporately and,
frequently, individﬂdlly.l -

.Because of this emphasis the bulk of hér writings usé scripture
with the intent to encourage, exhort, and confront. Current problems

are attacked using the spiritual framework from the biblical past. Much

1 . .
E.G., see such books-as Arthur-L. White, Ellen G. White:

Messenger to the Remnant (Washington; D.C.: Review & Herald Publishing
Association, 1969) -and .The-Spirit of .Prophecy Treasure Chest (Washlngton,
D.C.: Review & Herald Publishing A55001at10n, 1960} .




of her writing, even.that which deals with scripture in a chronological
sequence, is not so much ah'interpfetation of the Bible tiﬁe, but an
interpretation directed at providing solutions for her generation.l
The Olivet biscourse is no exception in this exhortatory methodology,
rarticularly from verse thirty-seven of chapter twenty-four to the end
-of chapter twenty-five.

However, distinct from this approach is her attempt, at times,
to interpret the scripture in a way which could be classified as
exposition, if not exegesis.z_ ihe writer is aware that in places it is
difficult to distinguish between these approaches, so a deliberate
stratagem has been employed. In assessing hef exposition of the Oliveﬁ
Discourse only those passages which clearly are intended as exposgtion
will be examined. This will be further séfeguarded by referring primar-
ily to those areas where the contextual emphasis is on exposition. '

White interpreted Phe predictions of Jesus in this prophecy as

applylng prlmarlly to two distinct periods of time in the Christian era.3

1 PO
Ellen G. White, "Conflict of the Ages“ Serles, (see Bibliography
for the five volumes in this series). p :

2The problem of Ellen White's role of authority in interpretation
of secripture is not new; failure to define it's relationship, (or fail-
ure to recognize that it's relationship is indefinable). has continued
to be a source of concern. "1919 Bible Conference,” Spectrum 10{May 1979):
23-57; Raymond F. Cottrell, "Ellen G. White's Evaluation and Use of the
Bible," in A Symposium on Biblical Hermeneutics, ed. Cordon M. Hyde
(Washington, D.C.: Review & Herald Publishing Association, 1974),
Pp. 143-61; “General Conference Bulletin," Adventist Review, 157(25 April
1980} :22.

3The issue of whether the advent could have followed closely
the destruction of Jerusalem.is not being. investigated here. White was
writing centuries later than the destruction and therefore interprets
the chapter accoxrdingly.




Firstly, as applying.to the events that led up to and followed the des-

truction of Jerusalem, and secondly, to the events that will lead up to

and culminate in the second advent of Christ.

The Mode of Prediction

Before the specific interpretation of the first of these events.

is given it is imperative that we recognize the mode that White reveals
is operative here in thése predictions.

Jesus did not answer His disciples by taking up separately the
destruction of Jerusalem and the great day of His coming. He

mingled the description of these two events . . . . In mercy to
them He blended the description of the two great crises, leaving the
disciples to study out the meaning for themselves . . . . This entire

discourse was given, not for the disciples only, but for those who
should live in the last scenes of this earth's history.1

The concept of one prophetic statement being relevant for more
than one occasion is represented in all the major areas where she makes
expository comments on this passage.

The ruin of Jerusalem was a symbol of the final ruin that shall
overwhelm the world. The prophecies that received a partial ful-
fillment in the overthrow of Jerusalem have a more direct applica-’
tion to the last days.2

\
The scenes that transpired at the destruction Jerusalem will be
repeated at the great and terrible day of the Lord.>3

lEllen G. White, Desire of Ages (Mountain View, California:
Pacific Press, 1898), p. 628; ©f. White, Great Controversy (Mountain
View, California: Pacific Press, 1888), pp. 22-29, 37; White, "Words
of Warning," RH 74(7 December 1897): 769-70; 75(13 December 1898)}:
793-24. Co

2Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing (Mountain
View, California: Pacific Press, 1956), pp. 120-21; cf. White, Great
Controversy p. 37; Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, 9 vols.
(Mountain view, California: Pacific Press, 1858-1909), 5:753.

3Ellen G. White, MS 40, 1897, Ellen G. White Research Centre.




- The prophecy which He uttered was twofold in its meaning; while
foreshadowing the destruction of Jerusalem it prefigured also the
terrors of the last great day.l

When Christ predicted the destruction of Jerusalem, He predicted
also the destruction of the world.2 :

The recognition of the principle that White is using here isg

essential if we are rightly to represent her interpretation. To sum-
marize the use df the material presented above, it can be concluded that
the words of the prophecy applied both to the destruction of Jerusalem
and the coming of Christ the second time. It will apply more fully to

the latter than the former.

Matthew Chapter Twenty-four As Related To

The Destruction of Jerusalem

Verse 5

Christ's words were fulfilled. BRetween His death and the siege of
Jerusalem many false messiahs appeared.3

Verges 6-8B

Prior to the destruction of Jerusalem, men wrestled for the

supremacy. Emperors were murdered . . . . There were wars and

rumors of wars. "All these things must come to pass,” said Christ,.
"but the end is not yet. ¥or nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, .

1
White, Great Controversy, p. 25.

2White, "A Blessing and a Curse,"” RH 78 (8 October 1901):649.:
See also White, "God Warns Men of His Comlng Judgement, " RH 66 (5 Novem~
ber 1889): 689-90; White, MS 20, 1901, Ellen G. White Research Centre;
White, Story of Redemption (Washington, D.C.: Review & Herald Publishing
- Association, 1947), pp..320-22; White, Great Controversy p. 39; White,
Counsels to Writers and Editors (Nashville, Tennessee: Southern Publish-
ing Association, 1946), pp. 23-24,

3 ) .
White,-Desire of Ages, .p. 628. - - _ . A
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and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of
sorrows." Christ said, As the rabbis see these signs they will de-
clare them to be God's judgements upon the nations for holding in
bondage His chosen people . . « Be not deceived; they are the
beginning of His Jjudgements.

Verses 9-10
_"Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you:
and yve shall be hated of all nations for My name's sake. And then

\ shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate

one another.”" All this the Christians suffered.

Verses 12-14

In the prophecy of Jerusalem's destruction Christ said, [vv. 12-14
quoted] . . . . So with the prediction in regard to the preaching

- of the gospel. Before the fall of Jerusalem, Paul, writing by the
Holy Spirit, declared that the gospel was preached to "every creature
which is under heaven." Col 1:23.3-

Verses 15-20

Unmistakable signs would precede the awful climax. The dreaded hour
would come suddenly and swiftly. And the Saviour warned His-
followers: . . . [vv. 15,16 quoted]., When the idolatrous standards
of the Romans should be set up in the holy ground, which extended
some furlongs outside the city,walls, then the followers of Christ
were to find safety in flight.

Verseg 2]1-22

It is not generally recognized, but White uses the term "the
great tribulation" of verse 21 to refer to the: pagan persecution as well

. 5 . ‘s . R
as the Papal persecution:- She further identifies this as "beginning

under Nero about the time of the martyrdom of Paul."6

Y

1 .
Tbid., pp. 628-29. See alsoc White, Great Controversy, p. 39.

2 .
_White, Desire of Ages, p. 629. .

3 ., .
Ibid., p. 633. See also Ellen-:G, White,; ‘Acts of the Apostles

{Mountain. View, California: Pacific Press, 1911), p. 473.

4 - .
White; Great Cohtroversy,—p. 25-26.. See also White, Desire of -
Ages,_p. 630. :

. ' R -
5'White, Great Controversy, p. 393. . Ibhid., p. 40.
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Verses 23-28

These verses have been recognised as a parenthesis.and though
located here, in actual fact refer back to events that occur prior to ¢
the destruction. White assumes a similar stance.

As one of the signs of Jerusalem's destructicn, Cﬁrist had said,
"Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many."” False
prophets did rise, deceiving the people, and leading great numbers
into the desert.t

From verse 28 White makes no further equsitional use of the

chapter relating to the destruction of Jerusalem.2

Matthew Chapter Twenty-four As Related To The Second Advent

In answer to the disciples guestion of when would the temple be
destroyed and how would they recognize Christ's return, White indicates
that His answer was given to suit both events. Such terms as "blended,“3

. 4 . 5 . .
"mingled,” “merged into one,"” are used to describe this method of pre-

N . 6 . ,
sentation. The principle of 'dual fulfillment' is clearly advocated by

lWhite, Desire of Ages, p. 631.

Other commentators have moved further ‘in this initial applica-
tion, even seeing the coming of the 'Son of man' in v. 30 as having refe-
rence to the coming of the judgements upon Jerusalem. See Thomas Newton,
Dissertations on the Prophecies (London: T. Tegg and Son, 1835), pp. 34-35. g

3 . . .
white, Desire of Ages, p. 628; White, RH 75(27 becember 1898):825..

4 . .
White, Desire of Agesg, p. 628; White, RH 74{7 December 1897):523.

5White, RH 75(27 December 1898):825.

6The validity of such a principle has been recognized. E.gq.
"Statement on Desmond Ford Document,”" Ministry 53{October 1980):22;
Hans K. La Rondelle, "Interpretation of Prophetic and Apocalyptic Escha-
tology," 'in A Symposium on Biblical Hermeneutics; ed. Gordon M. Hyde
{(Washington: Review & Herald Publishing Association,-1974), p. 228.
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White to give this prophecy the depth of its original utterance. 1In
referring to the way in which its meaning was not exhausted by being
applied to the destructién of Jerusalem, she uses such phrases as "a
more direct,application,“l "anothgr fulfillment,"2 "will be repeated,“3
"twofold in its meaning,“4 "He prédicted also . . .5

ﬁhile it is true that all the predictions given by Christ con-
cerning the destruction of Jerusalem were fulfilled to the letter,6 it
is also true that the "entire discourse" was given not for the disciples
only but for those who would live in the last scenés of this eaxrth’s
history. In harmony with her own counsel she also applied the “"entire
discourse"” as having meaning to the last genération.7
Verse 5

After quoting verse 5, White says, "The same deceptions practiced
prior to the destfuction of Jerusalem have been practiced through the
ages, and will be-‘practiced.again."8

Verses 6-8

Christ, upon the Mount of Olives, rehearsed the fearful ]udgements

that were to precede His second coming: [Vv. 6-8 quoted] . While these
A

lWhite; Mount of Blessing, pp. 120-21. BSee also White, RH
64 (11 January 1887) :105. -

2 3 '
White, "Great Controversy, p. 36, White, MS 40, 1897.

4 , _
White, Great Controversy, p. 25.

5 .
White, RH 78{9 October 1901) :649,

6 7. :
White, Great Controversy, p. 29. White, Desire of Ages, p. 628.

8
Ibid.
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prophecies received a partial fulfillment at the destruction of
Jerusalem, they have a more direct application to the last days.

Verses 9-10

From Olivet the Saviour beheld the storms about to fall upon the
apostolic church . . . . The fires of persecution were kindled. .. .. .-
These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the time of the martyr-
dom of Paul, continued with greater or less fury for centnries.

Those who are true to God will be menaced, denounced, proscribed.
They will be "betraved koth byBParents, and brethren, and kinsfolks,
and friends," evern unto death.

Verse 11

On these days of peril we are not to accept everything that men bring
to us as truth . . . . Jesus Eas told us that "false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive many."

Verses 12-14

In the prophecy of Jerusalem's destruction Christ said, [vv. 12-14
quoted]. + « . This prophecy will again be fulfilled. The abounding
iniguity of that day finds its counterpart in this generation. So
with the prediction in regard to the preaching of the gospel.5

Verses 15-20

"The abomination of desolation," or the surrounding of Jerusalem
by armies, is clearly seen as the central sign in this chapter, the sign

on which most of the others are contingent. White uses it as a picture

1 . . . .
White, Testimonies 5:753; Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings
(Mountain View, California: Pacific Press, 1917), pp. 536-37.

2
White, Great Controversy, p. 39-40.

3 . X .
White, Prophets and Kings, p. 588. (This text is from Luke 21:16,
the parallel text to Matt 24:9-10),

4 . . .
Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, 3 bks, (Washington: Review &
Herald Publishing Association, 1958), 2:99.

White, Desire of Ages, p. 633,
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of what is to come more in an illustrative sense, or even perhaps
typologlcally, but nevertﬁeleés clearly as having relevant.meanlﬁg.r.”.
-4As the approa;h of‘the Roman“armlés ﬁas é sign to the‘alséiplesvéf“
the impending destruction of Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a
sign to us that thg limit of God's forbearance is reached . . . .l_
.Thére'appeéfé.ﬁb be sound reason in White using this passage as
a type of what is to occur.. It is not in tﬁe Scbpe of this paper to
“present the data for suchrconclusions, but it is usually aééeded that
the 014 festament piétufe-of Jerusalem being surrounded by hef eﬁémies

is also taken over ihto.New Testament eschatology but with an eccles-—

iastical and Christocentric focus.2

Verses 21-22
Earlier references have shown how White applied the time of

'great tribulation' to the pagén persecutions. Her use as pertaining to
the Papal persecutions is ﬁeli:étﬁested.and will be examined later in
thé chapter. What is not usuﬁliy recpgniéed is her viewing this time as
reaching it fullest extreﬁity at the end time. In reference to time,
correspondlng to the_"tlme of trouble“ in Danlel 12: 1.

.Wé are.té-reéilze fhét.tﬁe”iudgemeﬂts of Géd ére about té faii upon

the earth, and we should most earnestly present before the people

the warning that the Lord has commissioned us to give: "For then

shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time,’ no, ‘nor ever shall be."3

Y

Tihite, Testimonies, 5:451, 464-65. ‘See also White,': Great
Controversy, p. 37: White, ‘RH 66(12 N0vember 1889) 690,

2
La Rondelle, p 228; cf“ReV 14 209,20 9.

3Wh1te, ‘RH 69(22 November 1892) 722




Verses 23-27.
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Yet for the elect's sake the time of trouble will be'shortened.1

Between these two events, [the destruction of Jerusalem and the
second advent]there lay open to Christ's view long centuries of
darkneﬁs, centuries for His church marked with blood and tears and
agony._. : - _

"

1

[Matt 24:23-27 quoteé]. As one of the signs of Jerusalem's destruc-
tion, Christ had said, "Many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many." False prophets did arise, deceivihg the people and
leading great numbers into the desert. Magicians and sorcerers,
claiming miraculous power, drew the people after them into the moun-
tain solitudes. But this prophecy was spoken also for the’ last days
This sign is given as a sign of the second advent.3 :

Verse 29

December 16, 1848. The Lord gave me a view of the shaking of the
powers of the heavens. I saw that when the Lord said "heaven," in-
giving the signs recorded by Matthew, Mark, and Iuke, He meant
heaven, and when He said "earth," He meant earth. The powers of

heaven are the sun, moon, and stars . . . . The powers of heaven will

be shaken at the voice of God. Then the sun, moon, and stars will
be moved out of their places.~ They will not pass away, but be shaken
by the v01ce of God.4_.__- b

The 'H15t0r1¢a1—cont1nﬂous' Interpretatlon

ron

Whlte, ‘Great’ Controversy, p. 631. Whlte appears to comblne

phrases of Daniel 12:1.and Matt 24:22. - See also White, Testimonies,
9:17, 210-11. White, ‘RH, 66(5 November 1882) :689.

2Wh1te, Desire of Ages, PP. 630-31. ©

- - ‘ . - S
Ibid., p. 63l. See also White, Great Controversy, p. 625;

White, Selected Messages, 2:87-88,

4Ellen G. White, Early ertlngs (Washlngton, D.C.: Review &

Herald Publishing A55001at10n, 1882), p 41
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may be called the historical-continuousl method of interpretation.e:__
Her possmble presupposltlons in u51ng thig have been suggested in the ;
Introductlon. It cannot be cle351f1ed as her prlmary method of’etegeting
the chapter, but it could well be- the best known to many. It should not
be assumed that because it is the best known, it is therefore normatlve.

. As concerning the question of deing justice to the Biblical text,
it would be the least favoured (of the three approaches) by most Bible
students endeavouring to exegete the paseege. |

In this approach,.tﬁé passege ﬁﬁdet:discussion is seen es"

revealing high points of an historical'sequence.

In Matthew 24, in answer to the question of His disciples concerning
the sign of His coming and of the end of the world, Christ had
pointed out some of the most important events in the history of the
world and of the church from His first to His second advent; namely
the destruction of Jerusalem, the great tribulation of the church
under the pagan and papal persecutions, the darkening of the sun
and‘moon, and the falling of the stars.

Apart-from Desire of Ages, pp. 631—32, and two periodical

articles,3 White's major comments (on Matt 24:29 and Mark 13:24~25} are

all in Great Controversy. For flndlng prophetlc sources to add to

Matthew s account for the 'dark day May 19 1780, she also drew upon

Rev 6:12 and Joel 2:31. She alsc linked the Lisbon earthquake of 1755 j

The term as it is used in this paper, means taking highlights
from Matthew twenty-four to show a chronological succession of events; ﬁ
Commenclng with the times of the disciples, then the destruction of - _
Jerusalem, the 1260 years of Papal persecutlon, the cosmic signs of the
Advent Awakening, and then the Parou51a.-;

White. Great Controversy., p. 393. See also pp. 37. 304-9. 333.

3White, RH 75(27 December -1898):825; 83 (22 November 1906) :19.
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with Rev 6:12.

The major comments of White.on_Matthew 24 in GreatﬁCoﬁfféﬁeféy_
occur in the historical section of the book and are therefore cbntrolied
by the sequence of contemporary phenomena thcﬁ she deemed.to gé'af'.
fulfillment of the prophecy. The Ehapter before the discussion ié
"The Pilgrim Fathers" followed by "Heralds of the Morning® in which.the
discussion of the 'great earthquake' and the 'dark day’ occur,lan& then
"An American Reformer." In this Cﬁapter a brief review of William k
Miller's ministry is given, and the impetﬁs.that this was given in 1833
by the falling of the stars on ﬁovembgr 13. _

There is-little doubt that:shé.;iéﬁéd.these cosmic signs as a
fulfillment of prophecy.l To the Advgnf.beiievers of that time they were
significant links in a chain'£ﬁé£v%é§fﬁ;£ é5aiess‘but was to terminate
in 1844.  Their whole mission, as vie@e&ﬁfhréugh_fhe Olivet Discourse,
climaxed in the "midnight cry," one;of the parabolic illustrations de-
signed to teach preparedness for the~éariier'portions of Christ's serﬁan.

' The expectations of thg nineteegﬁqmcgnﬁury Advent believers'hggj
1ed.them to within one line of the actual.aéppéarance,"(Matt 24:29 "and
the stars shall fall from heaven.") The remainder of verse 29 ("the "
powers of heaven will be shaken“)'they,believéa'would_take place in'céﬂ;

. . . 2
Junction with the "appearance."

Exegetically this is where the édvent people peaked in theif: 7

1White, Great Controversy, p. 306.. See alseo RH 83(22 November
19206) :19. -

White, Early Writings, p. 41, 285, -
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interpretation of Christ's second advent sermon. If the parocusia ha&~-
eventudted in fhe years following 1844, it could have reﬁéined unchal-
lenged;' inéeeé it woﬁid haﬁé 5eeﬁ.glo£iously vindicated. White;s ekpo—
sition that:tﬁe';entire discourse" had.meaning for the last genétation

i

would not have been written or needed.

White's Approach to the Sequence in the Discourse

There is a discernable sequence in the discourse. It is inherent
in each of the three accounts.

While it is -true £hét Christ gave a multiplicity ofrsigns which
corporately were to annﬁunce.Hié‘agpréagﬁ, a éhrondlpgical progression
can be seen in the chapter.

li;-There are the preliminaffiéiéns frbm vv. 5-8. -These are not
neceSsé£il§,single occurrences.bﬁt aiéfinguishable events. They may
contin?é'from their point of'commenceﬁént and run concurrently with
others, or occur spasmodically. They are preliminary because by nature
they are precursors and not #e;minato;gﬂa Thisfthe text indicatesf* At
the end of fﬁé fifétvéombiﬁéfign;.i; diéfinéfly.says "théwend.is.ﬁéfﬁéét“
{(v. 6). At thé end of the next combination it states "these are the
beginhing of the birth pépgsﬁf(v. 8). The new age is evidently to be
thrust upon the cosmic scene with pangs increasing in intensity and
fréquency. | | o

2, The result of thé gbséeingéiﬁg pfeséntéd briﬁgé.bérse§ﬁ£ion
(vv. 9-10), apostasy and internat%onéi hétred.aﬁ& death. The abundant

iniguity and the faisé propﬁéts,také:théirftoll {vv. 11-13}. =

P
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3. Connected with the completion of the gospel to all the world

is the "abomination of desolation,” ie, the surrounding of Jerusalem.

| by hdstile‘fofccé; This is tﬁé“kcy.éiéh of the.chapter,.not for théc'.
sign of "the.Son of Man" but fof‘tpe sign of “flight“ {vv. 15~20),'to'
escape the "tribulation™ that inevitably follows.
. 4. V. 29 indicates that immediately after the tribulation of

those days (v. 21) there will be supernatural signs in the sun, moon,

and stars, then the actual ?cpéeérance" {v. 30).

The sequence is, the “ccomination of desolation" which is.preceded
by the preliminary éigns and persccution, followed by the tribulation,
at the end of which are the heavenijﬁéécﬁg&and "the signrof the Son of
Man." | 7

A ccreful comparison of White;sipcéifidn in the earlier sections

of this chapter shows that she followé this hatural sequence in her

. . e 1 . :
application to the destruction of Jerusalem™ and as it relates to the

Second Advent.

However, in the 1nterpretatlon of the chapter in the way just o

descrlced.(le..Whlte = hlstorlcal contlncocs.1nter§rcta£ioﬁ), this
sequence is not followed so as to fit contextually with the whole chap-
ter. The exposition becomes open'to a.tendency of seizing on certaiﬁ};it'
highlights as they become apparent and ba51ng our bellef around them.:"

It has occurred therefore, it is correct.

A Harmony of'Approéch

As stated at the beglnnlng of thls chapter‘there is'a- w1de

lSee footnote 2,.p.',
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homiletic use that White makes of this discourse which is not examined

in this thesis. Thisr'devotional' use does-not necessariif have to
satisfy ahy rigorous criteria. But as White applied it.to the deéﬁéﬁc-
tion of Jerusalem and the second_%dvent it does satisfy the criterien of
'dual fulfillment' and represents a faithful attempt to remain within

the context and sequence of the chapter.1

When, however, the ‘'historical-continuocus' approach ig maintained,

théte'is an'éppfeciable difference from the view that sees the "entire
discourse" as having ﬁéaning to the last generation. The following
is a non-exhaustive list of é#aﬁﬁiéé:to highlight these tensions.

1. The 'historiéal~coptinﬁbuéf;#ethpd finds us poised in the
middle of v. 29 waiting for the "shakiﬁé Ef the powers of heaven." We

have already a 201 year gap from thelfaark'daY‘ and 137 year gap from

the "falling of the stars.™ -This{égéﬁ.increasing gap is restricting
the connecting movement in the.;éféérahd the natural expectation of
verse 30 and 'then shall appear'.-. S

:2' It does not answer the sumﬁary statement in vv. 33~ 34 whlch
1ﬂdica£e that thé generatloﬁ that éees all‘thE\51gns of thls‘chapter |
corporately will witness the parcusia.

3. It makes no allowahce'for¥her*saying-thét the "great tribu-

. 2
lation™ is also yet future.

4. The natural sequence of the discourse is vioclated when we

1 o . .

The discussion of whether the hermeneutic she uses is adequate
or not is not the scope of this paper. It will, however, be shown that
she is not unique. in the method she does use.‘;.- -

White, RH 66(5 November“1898)4589
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‘go baok and take the preliminary signs (eg. wars, earthguakes) apd bring
~ them forward and make them fit in the midst of v. 29.
5; fhis intorpretation oays nothing about the finai cooflgct;
of the c¢hurch, wheh it is surrounded by the forces of evil, bent bﬁ her

destruction, and the miraculous, divine intervention of Christ to redeem

her and destroy her enemies. Most of the 01d Testament prophets {(Joel 2-3;

Ezek 38-39; Dan 1l1; Zech 14} ended with this schema of Jerusalem surroun-
ded by her enemies and Yahweh intervening for deliverance. The New f“
Testament—christocentric—Church interpretation also ends in this Way':
{Rev 14:20; 16:19; 20:9): It should be noted that in White's previous
application of the "entire discourse," to the second advent this very

schema is highlighted using 24:15-20 as the base.
Conclusion - i

White gave definite support to the view that the "dark day" of
1780 and the "falling of the stars" in 1833 were fulfillments of prophecy.

Among other texts to support thls were Matt 24:29 and Mark 13:24.

r‘

It is to be carefully notedrthat she uses only three texto 1534'
exposition from the discourse to give support to the events between
A.D. 538 and 1833 (ie. wvv. 21, 22, 29). By using these three verses we
could not conclude that she is ferein exegeting the whole chapter inttte
manner of her earlier attempts.l If we do conclude this, thenfﬁé.pioce
her various uses in opposition. - By applying these verses to.thé oosmic

signs of 1780 and 1833, she was right and authoritative; the -only change

1
- That_ls,“when sherapplxed the ¢hapter -to- the destructlon of o
"'Jerusalem, and. secondly to the end of the age.,-~“- ! SRS
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is one of relative importance because of the ensuing years.

Tt seems right to conclude that she preferred to be iﬁ‘ha?ﬁony
with the éxposiﬁoré oé.the religious awakening from.which she.emegged,
and that this stanée was maintéihgd among the Séventh—day Advenﬁisﬁ
ministers with whom she laboured. In this area it can be said that she
was 'time—as_sociate'jdependent.1 This needs to be held tentatively in
tension with the déﬁ; presented earlier in this chapter on the major
thrust of her e#poéiiion. Thiértension will be examined in the conclu-
sion, within the broader contekt:of létér eﬁap£exs.

Our next task is to examine thezlitefature of the Millerite
preachers, from whom the youpg_girl,_Ellen Harmon, gained a religious

sensitivity and impetus that was to mould her thinking for life.

1By 'time-associate’ dependent, is meant that she had to write
at a certain time in history, and among certain other associates, _
consequently she was influenced by both these factors. The degree of
this dependence will be discussed in the final chapter.




CHAPTER IIX
THE MILLERITE EXPOSITION

Much of the Millerite literature,*ﬁ even primary source material,

is readily available énd an aqcurate assessment can be made of the
Millerite's positions on théroiivét_Discourse. It is well recognized
that the preaching of the Miliéti#éé wasﬁqentred in proclaiming the
second advent of Christ. This.ﬁés §éftieﬁi§;if frue as the year 1844
approached.

In their popular preseﬁtation of Biblical topics, they dia not
always follow an exposition verse by verse, or chapter by chapter. They 1
often preferred a method of drawing from various parts of scripture, N
assembling isolated texts to give a topical Biblical view. - To make the .
aSSessﬁeﬂ£ és ﬁbjeétiYe as poééiﬁle nine writexs have been‘selected Who
appear to make a seridﬁs.étfeﬁﬁfrfo exegete the passage. The exegesis
muast be seen within the.climété.oi evangelistic outreach from which it.
emerged..l | \. |

7 For the purposes of this study the material is gufficient to

discover what influence Millerite views had én Ellen G. White. The

following writers will be examined:

lDamsteegt's definition of Millerite has bheen accepted here.
"fhe name Millerites has been used to designate Adventists in the
U.S.A. who accepted many of Miller's expositions on the imminence of the
.Second Advent." P. Gerard Damsteegt, Foundations of the Seventh-day
Adventist Message ‘and Mission (GrandtRapids,;Michigan;,Eerdmans, 1977),
p. xv. e T L
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1. wWilliam Miller

2. Sylvester Bliss
3. Hiram Carletcn

4. H. XK. Flagg

5. George C. Needham
6. E. R. Pinney

7. 8. C,. Kapff

8. 1Issac C. Wellcome
9, Horace Winchall

> Before the individual views are canvassed, one important doctrinal
stance of Millerite times needs to be recalled. Sylvester Bliss outlined
it succinctly in the following words:

Universalists and others,'tb'avoid the nétural and necessary conclu-

sions which must inevitably follow a plain and literal interpretation

of this chapter, have uniformly applied it to the destruction of

Jerusalem; affecting to discern in that event a complete accomplish-

ment of all its prophetic predictions.% L

Bliss was not the only Millerite writer who mentioned the contem-—

porary debate that was being engaged in at the time with the Universa-
lists. It was also obviously a time in which polemical skills and
literary boldness were used with great freedom, as the following state-
ment from Bliss reveals.

This work most happily, as we concelve, wrests from their hands this

sophistical weapon, strips the specious coverlng of apparent reason’

from their flimsy arguments, and allows the language of the Savior

to have its simple and cobvious import; and to be regarded, not as a

figurative or hyperbolical description of something to take place at
the overthrow of Jerusalem, but a plain and positive statement of

1 . C e Y ' S

Sylvester Bliss, An Exposition of the Twenty-fourth of Matthew
{Boston: Joshua V. Himes, 1843) pp. 3-4. The Millerites and Early
Adventists (Ann Arbour, Michigan: University Microfilms, Sec. 2. R2:9).

2

F. R. Pinney, Exposition of Matthew, Chapter XXIV (n.p.: n.p.,
1846?). The Millerites and Early Adventists (Ann Arbour, Mlchlgan.
University Microfilms, Sec., 3. R11:;25},p. 3. .

The term Universalist -is used.in this. chapter:not “to. highlight
the doctrinal teaching of-this;church-in the times of the Millerites,
but to designate the doctrinal. stance they ‘had ‘taken: on the Olivet Pis~
course, which saw no meanlng for the chapter except the destructlon of
Jerusalem. o i - : - o :
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. 1
comlng-events, .

The Universalists were using the chapter to show that the events
of the Olivet Discourse were past and fulfilled in the events that led |
up to and surroﬁﬁaéé thé.déstruction of Jerusalem. The Millerites.were [
zealous in their éﬁtémpts to éhowfthat the chapter had contemporary
meaning to the events.that were occurring in their time, and to the
times of the advent whicﬁ was'about to eventuate.
‘The result was not unpréaiéﬁégié, a denial by many of the Miller-
ites that the éhapter had anj mééﬁipé fai.the destruction of Jerusalem, .
apart from vv. 15-20. This polemicél stance éhould be kept in mina as

the pertinent literature is reviewed.

1. Willijiam Miller

.The fact that William Miller's name.wés used to designate the
main”groﬁp of believers connected with the Advent awakening at least
indicates that he was.the 1eadiﬁg proéonent of their views.. That he was
highly regarded by his followers_éan béf%¢¢n'iq many wéys. One endear-
ing.term.used by.them was thé aééiéngfigﬂv"faﬁhéfnMiller.“2
His most compreheﬁsive treatment of the Olivet Discourse, is

found in an article he wrote combined with thoughts on Hosea chapter ~

five and six.

1
Bliss. p. 4.

Don F. Neufeld, ed., Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopaédia (Wash-
ington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing A55001at10n, 1976), 5.V.
"Miller, William." (Hereafter clted asg: SDAE).'\:

, 3W1111am ‘Miller,. A Famlllar Exp051t10n of the Twentyufourth _____ _
Chapter of Matthew and the Fifth and Sixth Chapters of Hosea -(N.p.: n.p.,
1842) .,  The Millerites and Early Adventlsts (Ann Arbour, Mlchlgan-
Iniversity Mlcrofllms, Sec. 2. RlO 7a) e S Qs
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In his introduction Miller also shows some of the strong polem-—
ical bent of his times. He is aware that some feel he has no fight to
expound the scripture because of his lack of theological training.

I know that many will say, "Dost thou teach us, having'never learned
Hebrew or Greek?". . . I hope therefore to have none of that vain
and silly ineering, while I endeavor to reason, out of the Scrip-
ture,. . . '

His explanation of the chapter is just as clear and direct.
Verses 4-14

I will now remark, that the Savior, in answering the questions which
these disciples had propounded to him, gives them a short prophetic
history of the trials and afflictions of his people, (not of the
Jews, ag some suppose,) down to the end of the world, on the gospel
period, from the fourth to the Fourteenth verse.?

Miller is here using the term "short" to refer to the concise
summary these verses give of the history of the Christian church {(™his
people”} from the apostles time until the end of the gospel era. By

categorically denying that this does not refer to "the Jews," he is

also refuting that this passage has reference to the Jews prior to the -
destruction of Jerusalem. In other words he is also attacking the

Universalist's position.

' 5
On pages 12-16 Miller then goes on to expand his position of

verses 4-14 and their meaning to the Christian era.

Verses 15-28 -

Miller continues:

He then goes back, and begins at the. time when Jerusalem would be
destroyed, and tells his believing children what they must do when

iIbid., p. 8. 2Ibid., pp. 10-11.
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these things should begin to come to pass, and what they should pray
for, and again brlngs them down to the end of time -~ beginning at
the fifteenth verse, and endlng with the twenty elghth.

Verses 21~ 22

Miller quotes verse 21 aﬁq theh'saysé_e."

At that time, when Jerusalem is destroyed, shall be such a time of
trouble as Jerusalem never experienced before, no, nor shall Jerusa-

. lem ever again experience such a time of trouble . . . . But it is
evident, when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, more people
were gathered into the city . than ever was known before, or ever -
will be gathered agaln. :

It is obvious that Mlller sees thlS verse as hav;ng complete
reference to Jerusalem s downfall and 1ts devastatlng effect on the Jews.

Verse 22 he also sees fulfilled at this time. ™fhis verse has had its

fulfillment in the siege of Jerusalem, which was shortened by a provi-
dential circumstance . . . ."3 ffe does, however, conclude that though
the meaning must apply to the Jewish people, the end of the world is " @

4.
“typlfled" by the destruction.

Verses 29-31 o Con o '.'..: .

Miller's pcsition'on these verses should be carefully noted as

it is unique among all Millerite expcsiterséThﬁfywﬁie:”c*'
\
He then goes back to the time when the persecutions under the Roman
emperors should cease; and then gives them the signs of his second -
coming, -and the end_of the world from the twenty—nlnth to the
thirty-first verse. :

Later in his defence MilJTer dates the end of the Roman emperors
6 , . T
persecutlon at A.b. 312. Herein lies hle ;easons for taking verse'29'-

back to the shortening of the time of tribulation.

. 2. e B -
Ibid., pi.11., Ibid.,.pp. 18,19. . " Ibidi, pp. 19,20.7
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Now it will be perceived that Christ has gone back again to the time
of the tribulation spoken of in verse 21, and now says, "Immediately
after the tribulation of those days;" that is, after they flee from
Jerusalem, and after the great persecutions which followed the church
in the days of the Roman empercrs, . . g

Miller sees verses 23-28 as a parenthesis, the chronological

§

sequence of these verses is verse 29 following verse 22. He does this

because verse 29 gives events that immediately follow the tribulation

of verse 22. Because Miller sees the "tribulation" and the "shortening"

in verse 21 and 22 as applying to events of A.D. 70, (and immediately

. ) 2
following) he must consistently apply verse 29 to those times. To
Miller's meaning of the cosmic signs we now turn.

Then "shall the sun be darkened;" that is, the moral sun - the

~gospel ~ which is the means of light to the church, should become
cbscured; the same as the two witnesses being clothed in sackecloth.
This would follow the tribulation of the church . . . when Constan-
tine put a stop to persecution, and began to bring in those abomin-
able heresies, which finally ended in the rise of Antichrist, . . .
"and the moon shall not give her light;" that is, the church should
not spread her light . . . "And the stars shall fall from heaven."
This has reference to the ministers of the gospel (lesser lights in
the moral heavensg) falling from the purity of the gospél into
antichristian abominations.

Miller alsc identified "the powers of the heavens shall be

shaken" in a figurative manner. Identifying them with the loss of the

) . . 4 . .
Your holy religion."”  Miller did not use the

true Bible principles and
cosmic-signs ‘in this chapter and identify them with the darkening of the
sun and moon in 1780 or the falling of the stars in 1833.

Verse 34

Miller spends"six pages endeavouring to define ¥this generation."

lbia., p. 24.

2 o
The recognition that verse 29 follows vv. 21-22 sequentially is
51gn1flcant also for those who see these verses as having wider meaning. =

3Miller, p. 25. 41bia., p. 2e. >Ibid., pp. 31-37.
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He concludes it means the generation of believers, his childrén, who

would see the fulfillment of the signs Jesus gave, and,woﬁid“paSE'into

heaveh'at'the timé 6f the reéuff;éfibﬁ or.fféﬂélation;l
In suﬁmary it éan be é%ié-fﬁeh;”tﬁat Miiiér“séﬁ:thé”;ﬂagéef'as“
covering three sweeps éf Chris£ié;'his£dry. . -
1. Verses 4-14 - From the apostles times to the Seéond Adveﬁ£ e
2. Verses 15-28 - From &erusalem’s destruction until the Second Advent
3. Verses"é9—3i ; fr6ﬁ.about A.D. 312 until the Second Advent_f,x
We will now examine the other Millerite expositors,‘ﬁéigg

Milie:'s position for contrast and comparison.

2.. Sylvester Bliss

Bliss has been called the "ablest of the Millerite editors.“2
erces 4-14 . . e i

On these verses Bliés=£akééya:b55i£iqn.similar to Miller. After
quoting the entire passage he says, "Th;.évéﬁféihére_alludéd to, seem to

3
carry us down to the end of the world."

It will be noted here that this is £he\same position as Miller:
The first broad sweep to the advent. In commenting on verse 14, Bliss
concludes what can be cited as a représentative Millerite view on the

progress of the gospel he says: ~ - -

Ypia., p. 37.

2SDAE, s.v. "Blissg, Sylvester.”™

3Bliss, p. 15.
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That the gospel has thus been preached in all the world, and we have

reason to believe that it has been a witness to all nations, so

as nearly to fulfil this prediction, the present state of the church

and condition of missionary operations fully indicate. The gospel

was preached in Asia in the first century, and in Africa in the

fourth; since then it has been preached in Europe, America, and in ‘
the isles of the Pacific; and at the present time it would be diffi-

cult to find a nation on the earth, where the gospel is not now ‘
being preached.l

It appears that the Millerites did not see their particular
message as having international implications. This had been done in
stages during the Christian era, and their emphasis was part of a wider
thrust,‘of the Christian church in general.

Terhaps Miller's similar approach should be included here:

But some will inguire, Has the gospel been preached in all the
world? T answer, T know of no place or nation that has not received

the word of life, either in the days of the apostles, or since . . . .
The text does not tell us that the gospel shall be preached in all
he world at one time; . . . I am of the opinion, that the literal

meaning of the Savior was, that the gospel - the moral light -
would go over the world from east to west during the gospel day; . . .

Verses 15-28

Bliss now saw that the prophecy returned to cover the same
events, this time commencing with the destruction of Jerusalem. "After

our Savior has glanced down to the end of time, he begins with the

destruction of Jerusalem, and gives a more minute prediction of the same

3 . . .
events." Bliss like Miller, saw verses 15-28 as another scan of the

Christian era, but unlike Miller, some of the individual verses in this

2
lIbid. Miller, pp. 15,16.

3B1iss, p. 16.
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Verses 15—20-he saw as centred in the desalatioﬁ éfIJerusalem,
but verse 15 he saw as also‘reachlng further.. "The desoiatléné here
predléted-were to begin Wlth.éhe desolatlons of ﬁeruéalem,.aﬁd ékéeﬁd
to the end of the world.fli Explalnlng the éfeat‘trlbulation .of véfse
21, he said; "When shall be great trlbulatlon? Ans. Durinéséﬁé over-
spreading of abominations whiéh'were to desolate Jerusalem till the
consummation."2 Bliss, with éiéai care, builds his-conclusiéns 6f £he
continuing desolation from the ﬁook.of Daniel..rParticﬁlariy is fhié
sc of Daniel 9;24—27;

According to Daniel 9th, it was to bégin Qith.the destruction of the
city and sanctuary, and to end with the consummation, . . . And
according to our Savior, it was to begin when Jerusalem should be
compassed with armies, and to end when the times of the Gentiles
should be fulfilled, . . ,

In explaining the shortening of this tribulation, Bliss said that
it was not shortened for the wickéd,'but only for the elect. For the
wicked it continues until the consumﬁétion,l5;£.56£'£he-elect it began
to subside in the days of the Reformation unéer'Lﬁéﬁer and continued -
until the days of Wnitefield and Wesley, Since thon there has been no .
general war against the churc£.4 The falée christs of vefses 23—26; Bliss
sees as arising during this 16#9 period of tribulation.5
Verse 29 X

Bliss saw the cosmic sighs of thig.ve?séifu;fiiled in a-litérél

manner. "This was fulfilled to the‘lettét;ﬁiﬁ?i780}gwhen; on the 19th‘

L AT
Ibid., p. 40 Ibld., p. T42 3Ibid., pp. 42,43,

. T 5
4Ibid., pp. 43,44, 7 Ib:l_d., p. 45_.
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of May, the sﬁn'Was supernéiuféily darkened from morning till night, and
even into the nigbt.“l He:ééénﬁqégﬁber 13, 1533 as the primary fulfill-
ment of "£ﬁe gtars shall failléf;;#£é;§éﬁ;“ Interesﬁiﬁéiyﬁﬁé éﬁétes.
authorities thét list recurrip§ §éé;;%iéimi1ar to those ﬁhich tobk place’
on this daﬁe. R
. A similar phenomenon was'wifnés;éd dh the 12th of Nov., 1799, and at
the same season of the year in 1830, 1831, and 1832. The meteoric
shower was repeated on the morning of Nov. 13th or 14th, for several
_years, but on a scale constantly diminishing until 1838, . . 2
Verse 34 |
The conclusidn Bliss éféﬁ ffoﬁ.Véfééiéé‘concerning the iast‘,
generation must have fanned the expectancy-dffgévent believers to new
heights. "Seventy Yearé are éiéen“ééa££;ﬂ5§évgghméﬁ;'and sixty-three of
those years have passed away since the darkening of the sun, the living
witnegses of which are not all gone from the stage."3
f%ﬁgnaifférépééé of Bléss.Wifﬂxﬁiilef hinge around the identity
of the tribulation:: FYor Miller it ended in the times Qf thé Roman emper-—
ors, so verse 29 had to follow that pe?iod; Hencé~his éosmic signs had
to be intefpreted figuratively'iﬂ thé'éﬁ§ﬁiﬂ§;§é¥iod aS'a'tﬁifd sweep'of
history. Bliss, Qhorsaw the tribulation extenéing into the 18th century,
could see the cosmic signs as 1ité?éi géé;£;§i££§§”£i££éé.iﬁﬁéré néat_
pattern chronologically.- This a}éélﬁaéé‘MiiiéQ;é'éﬁi£éf;%éépﬁé£ ﬁiéfory
redundant.to Bliss. .
Bliss! treatise was a:very wéiifréASOnéd papef,raﬁa if éﬁﬁiishing
datesfare*significant, it appears he influenced very strongly those-

who followed him.

e _:_.:.‘-: L T sz,-_:2_ _:_'—: S Rt
. "Ibid., p. 4600000 - Ipid., p. 60.
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3. Hiram Carleton

In 1851 leam Carleton wrote a 58 page pamphlet analy51ng the
twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew.:L He too was concerned with fhe Uni-
versalist position and argues aga%nst it.

Vexrse 4-14 |

» He writes, "There are other substantial reasong for believing

that in Matthew zxiv. 4-14, Christ spoke of events which would end.only
with the end of the world and with his glorlous appearlng in his kingdom. w3

Evep though Carleton argues strongly agalnst these belng totally
fulfilled in the first century, he was sllghtly more - open than either
Miller or Bliss, and saw that perhaps some_of_the content.could have
had meaning to the disciples. In particular he mentions vv. 4-5, the
warning against false christs.

Versesg 15-22

These verses, Carleton says, were given in answer to the disciples
question, "when shall these things be?" and apply to the destruction
of Jerusalem. It appears that he has the tribulation continuing on to

4
the second coming. \

Verses 23-28
Carleton comments that these'versee'represéhf;the.“state.of things

L 5.
which should follow" the destruction of Jerusalem. o

1
Hiram Carleton, 'An Ana1y51s of the Twenty—fourth Chapter of
" 'Matthew (Windson: Chronicle Press, 1851).,- The Millerites and Early
" "Adventists (Ann Arbour, Michigan; Unlver51ty Microfilms, Sec.” 3. R2:34).

2 3 s
Ibid., p. 11. Tbid., p. 14. Tbid., p. 21.

>Ibid. .
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Verse 29

Carleton 1s unclear as to whether he applled verse 29 to.the
events of 1780 or 1833.. He calls them the "wonders" at the close of the
tr;bulatlon{ and it couid.bexdedueed that he means the cosmic elgnseal

Carleton's approach is adequate, but not detailed exegesis like
Bliss or Miller. Broadly it can be said that he saw the chapter as
covering two sweeps of history, similar to Bliss's proposal. Cerlefon
drew no eonclusions in interpietatioﬁ that would mark his as ﬁekihg.a

new contribution to exposition.

4. H. K. Flagg

' . 1 e ‘o
In The Saints Harvest, though not giving an exposition of the

chapter, H. K. Flagg does make reference to the 'abomination of desola-
tion' in verse 15. He does this in commenting on the parallel nature of
Dan 12:11-12. His thesis is that verse 15 is a picture of the Catholic

Church placing itself without permission in the most holy place, attemp-

tlng to usurp the work of the medlator. It represents the-pe:iod of

Papal supremacy durlng the bark Ages. Flagg seems to be unigue in
Millerite literature in having applied verse 15 in this way.;'He seems
to be doing more .than just prodﬁcingianopical study as he fraéeeeéhe*ff

'abomination of desolation' through the book of Daniel. There is unfor-

tunately no further clue as to how he would understand the remainder of

the chapter.

1 , :

H. K. Flagg, The Saints Harvest (Boston: Samson & Farrar," £18622]).
The Millerites and Farly Adventists-—{Ann- Arbour—-Mlchlgan Unlver51ty
Microfilms, Sec. 3 R6:3. ) i o
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‘5. 'George (. Needham

In a twelve pége tract, published around 1850, George C. Needham

is vi ‘ 1
presented his views on verse 34 of Matthew chapter twenty-four. It was
v

i

entitled The Same Generation.

Verses 4-14

On these verses Needham took what was to become the standard
Millerite view. "In order to answer théir questions, Jesus proceeded to
give them a history of the great leadingxevénté of Providence, from that
time to the end of the world."'2 B

Verses 15-20

Though Needham does not amplify'his'éxplanation, it can be seen
from the context that he saw in these events the destruction of Jerusa-

lem.3 R : N

Verse 21 o

The tribulation mentioned in this verse he saw as affecting
Jerusalem, but also continuing right through to the 18th century. This
can be seen when he applied the cosmic signs'to the events of 1780 and
Y

1833, immediately after the tribulation ceases.

Verse 34 o : - ' . \

The main thesis of his paper is to identify the last generation

and Needham-is -clear on who they will be: "The generation meant is the

1
- .George. C.. Needham;-The 'Same Generation. (Boston:- Unlon,—IJSSOf]).n
"The Millerites and Farly BAdventists {(Ann Arbour, Michigan: University
Microfilms, Sec. 3. R11:3).
2_ . '
‘Ibid., p- 1. - 3

Ibid., P T -

Ibid., pp. 8-10.
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one that sees the signs of the 29th verse and the 25th of Luke XXI."l

That mean£ thé generation that had seen these signs and wéfe‘still

living: As it.wés around 1850 wheﬁ Néédham's tract was writtén;lit één
_rightlyrbe éséuﬁed‘thatAhe anfiéipated the advent in an ensuiné short
time,

- Generally it can be said that Needham followed a pattern similar
to Bliss, but seeing he is not specific enough on some parts of the chap-
ter any comparison must be tentative. The article itself is directed at
explaining verse 34 of the chapter, therefofé, any expléﬁationiéf the rest

of the chapter is incidental.

6. E; R. Piﬁnéy'

E. R. Pinney was a Baptist minister of Seneca Falls, New York;
a Millerite preacher and writer.2 ﬁe attempted an exposition of ﬂatthew
Tyenty—four.afoﬁnd the.year 1846.3 Later;‘Pinney expanded his initial
treatment of the chapter into a 64 page booklet.4 It is a recapitula-

tion of the previous views, a similar format with minoxr additions. His

conclusions are the same. ' 5

1

Ibid., p. 6.
SDAE, s.v. "Pinney, E. R."

3

E. R. Pinney, Exp051t10n of Twenty-fourth Chapter of Matthew

(N.p.: n.p., [;84691 ). The Millerites and Early Adventists (Ann Arbour,
Michigan: University Microfilms, Sec. 3. R11:25).

E. R, Pinney, Fxposition of Matthew, Chapter XXIV, 3rd ed.
(Rochester, New York: Advent Harblnger & Bible Advocate Office, 1850).
‘The Millerites and Farly Adventists (Ann Arbour, Mlchlgan- ‘University -
Microfilms,. Sec. 3. Rll: 26) o
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Verses 4-14
From the 4th to the 14th verses inclusive, is a synoééis of the
prominent events connected with this world's history. In which are
brought to view the persecutions of the church, the political
commotion among the nations of the earth, 'and the false Christs and
false prophets which should arise to deceive the church and world,
‘down to the end of time.l i
Commenting on verse 4 and 5 he says that the false Messiahs have appeared
in all ages, e%pecially after the destruction of Jerusalem. The 'wars'
of versés 6 and 7 commenéed with the destruction of Jeruéalem.2
Pinney ihferprets verses 9-11 as.applying.£é.théaéersécﬁ£ibn
of the Middle Ages. ‘He says: "During'thé Pépal tfibulétioﬁ;'these verses
were fulfilled to the letter, in every particular; as.éli.kﬁow who are at
all acquainted with the history df'thét fimé“of tribulation upon the
church."3 From a chronological point of view this may appear, initially,
a difficult application of these verses in the whole context of the chap-
ter. But given Pinney's premisé.(alééqéhé.Miiiéfi£é.ﬁrémise) that verses
4~14 stretch between the two advents, theh.thelconclusion is tenable;*par—
ticularly as he viewed these verses as eventg.éiiéhged.injtheir chrono-
logical order, so far as their commencement was cdncéfﬁéé;%?f“:“h'““
Pinney's éonclusions on verse l4 are s;gnificant. He says if
vou believe it is the'commonugoépel of salvation, it has been fulfilled.5
If you suppose it is the prociam@tion-éf Christ's coming (ie. the

Millerites' resurgent proclamation) then we have equally clear evidence of

' &
its fulfillment.

lrpia., p. 8 Ibid., pp. 8-9. 3pid., p. 10.

41pid., p. 10,24, ®ia., p. 18.
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Verses 15-20

Pinney saw the fulfillﬁent of these pronouncements'in the fate of
Jerﬁsalem in tﬁe first.éenfury;lw.ﬁinﬁey denies that the "aboﬁinéﬁidh of
desolation" has. reference to Papa% Rome. He sees only Pagan Rome in
verse 15,

. Verse 21

A significant variation in Millerite exposition is reached by
Pinney in thisg text. He concludes that £he tribulation is not connected
with the Jews or Jerusalem. He appears to be arguing directly against
Miller's wview that the destruction of persons in Jgrusalem in A.ﬁ. 70 was
the greatest calamity of all timesﬁ He quotés the flood and later Chris-
tian persecutions to disprove this point.2 He then concludes: "This
period of tribulation commenced ih 538, at which time, the Emperor Justin-
“ | we) - ”.i;:COmmencing the 1260 years

in 538, their termination would be 1798.""

ian gave to the Pope his seat;;fﬁéﬁéi.
It i; inferesting to compare  the 6the¥'two principal Millerite
expositors on this verse at this poinﬁf Miile; séid thé tribulation of
verse él.wéé upon- the Jews ané:&é%ué;iéﬁ;:ﬁéiiésJé;ia.i£:;0¥ménéea:§ith
the Jews and continued on including all subsequent tribulation upon the
Church. lPinney said it méansibnly the Papal persecution commencing

A.D. 538 - 1798.

Verses 23-28

These verses Pinney saw as being a-continual warning to those

Ibid., pp. 19-24. - 24,25, 3Ibid., p. 30.
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{Mormon Smith} and those who say He is in the sécret chambers onithe 10th
day of the 7th month.l l
Verse 29_‘ |

At the 29th verse, the Eﬁ%ﬁgelist takes up the second question
"What shall be the sign.of thy coﬁiﬁg ana the end of the world?“2
Pinney now ocutlines in detail his belief.that this verse was fulfilled
by the dark day in 1780 and the falling of fhe stars in 1833.

It is difficult to follow ?inney's.féésoning in making the signs

of verse 29 the start of the signs of the.éeééné advent, when many of
the earlier signs he safs indicate the imminence of.the Advent. It
could be concluded that he felt that the signs of verse 29 had never
occurred before that time (1780i and‘in.1850 thef still appeared highly
qonvincing and unigue.
Verse 34

In his earlier publicétiﬁn} ﬁinnefwéétegorically stated that the
generatiqn who witnessed the dark:déy onwﬁay 19, 1780 (a geﬁeration being
70 years) would see Christ come in tﬁe cibﬁdg of heaven.3 In his 1850
| Puﬁlicatioﬁ this statement isﬂ£éms§éé;.fg;pégésgr;gﬁ;£iéhfggééﬁ.£Hét the

seventy years had éxpired with the date of publication.

7. S. C. Kapff -

S. C. Kapff was a German writer who pﬁbliShed-ah'éxpositidnAon

the Olivet Discourse and it appears to -have been translated by an unnamed

1 ' 2
Ibid., pp. 31,32. Lonns Ibid., p- 33.

3Pinney, Exposition,[ié46é]}Lp._29:““'
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clergyman of the Church of England.l He outlineg his position spccinctly.
Verses 4-14

From the‘éth £o the i4th.§e£éé inciﬁsive, Kapff éaid; Mé£££e§-
spoke of the coming-of-Christ ih.géneral terms, and signsg of thét.céming
were mentioned for general warning and encouragement.

Verses 15-28

Then from the 15th "to the 28th verse inclusive, we have a
prediction of Jerusalem's destruction.3
Kapff does, however, say that some of these:verses 115428) have

a further reference, namely to Christ's visible coming.. He particularly

4

maiks versges 21, 22, 24, 27.
Kapff's most significant contributicn is that he recognized

that there was a klending in this chapter of the two events. The Second

Advent was being supefimposed on the destfuction of Jerusalem. The.idea.

does not seem to be well forméd in'ﬁis'owg mind, but he givgs glimpges

of this belief at various points of his thesis. |

The difficulty that seems to forbid the above explanation of the
prophecy ' is what we have already noticed, namely, that even where: -
the destruction of Jerusalem is the prominent subject, we meet
with foreshowings and admonitions which, strictly speaking, can
apply only to the second visible coming of the Lord:

He also uses the term "bléndéd?fog ther" when endeavouring to identify

o

this phenomenon.

15. C. Kapff, The Coming of the Lord as Inferred from the Twenty-
fourth and Twenty-fifth Chapters of St. Matthew, Compared with the Signs
of the Times (London; J. Nisbet, 1837). The Millerites and ‘Early Adven-
tists (Ann Arbour, Michigan: University Microfilms, Sec. 2. RB:11).

4pia., p. 5.

3.
21pia., p. 4. Tbid.

Ibid., pp. 12,13. . Ibid., p. 13.




41

Verse 29

Kapff gives an interﬁfefefion of verse 29 that is unigue in the
expesitioﬁe feing revieﬁed'ﬂe;e;ﬁ.“eha as fer what is.ceﬁtained iﬁ the
29th and two following vereeéifsu#eiy none ought ever to have denied that
it cannet apply to any other £hin§ than to the second comiﬁg of our Lord."l
He further says that we have not seen any fulfillment of these signs
mentioned in verse 29, therefore it is yet future.2

In summarizing Kapff'e bosition, there are some basic similari-
ties between his view and the ethef Millerite writers presented thus far.
He does broadly follow the two sweeps of history, as do Bliss and others,
in the early verses of the chapter. He then returns again for another
review commencing with the destructioe of Jerusalem. It is a£ this point
that he sees a blending of certain verses, which he says refer to both
motifs.

Kapff saw verse 29 connected.witﬁ'the second advent, but he said
that there had been no fulfillment up to the time he wrote. In assessing
his conclusion it should be remembered that hlS work was publlshed in
London in 1835. The title page of hle pebiieatlon says that he was Pastor
in Konthai and was formerly Assistant Theolpgieal Tutor in the University
of Tabingen.- It'eouid—ﬁe'coneiﬁded‘that he was not aware of the "dark day™
of 1780 or the "falling of the stars" in 1833, or it could be concluded
that he knew of them and did net thlﬁk‘of them as hav1ng meanlng in verse

29. - If the latter conclusion is correctrthen it i54significant that -in

Europe an ardent--believer in the Second Advent was not as compelled by

Ypia., p. 5. - 2Ibid. e Pe 1700
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the cosmic signs of 1780 and 1833 as an American Milleriﬁe operating on
the East coast of America. It should be remembered that h15 thesis sub-
title says that he is comparing the statements of Matthew with "the signs

of the times."

V

1

It could be argued that Kapff does not Fit the definition of

.'Millerite' as tendered at the beginning of this chapter. This would be
technically correct. - He has been included here as he is usually listed

with Millerites and early Adventists.l

8. Issac C. Wellcome

Issac C. Wellcome was a minister of the Advent Christian Church
who published a treatise on the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters
2
of Matthew in 1855. It can be readily observed that Wellcome fits into
what could now be described as a regular pattern of interpretation for
his time.
Verses 4-14
It is not difficult to see, by the current of this discourse, that
Jesus is predicting events to occur in consécutive order, during the
whole Gentile dispensation, . . . Thus he passes directly over the
event of Jerusalem's destruction, giving only a passing remark on it
in verse 6, and proceeds to give a synopsis of events to the end of

the world.3 ‘ _ \

Wellcome's "passing remark" is applying the "wars" of verse six to the

1 c R s e R . - ]
Jean Hoornstra, ed., The Mlllerltes and Early Adventlsts (Ann
Arbour, Michigan: 1978), p. 1l6.

. 2Issac C. Wellcome, A Treatise on the--24th-and 25th-Chapters of
Matthew (Boston: n.p., 1855). The Millerites _and Farly Adventists (Ann
Arbour, Michigan:.University Microfilms, Sec. 3. R14:5). :

3Ib:Ld., pp. 13,14.
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destruction of Jerusalem. He says the work predicted in verse 14 has -
L ! |
nearly been accomplished.

Verses 15-28

After the general remark, or synopsié éf evénts, Jégus géﬁﬁences
to give a more minute account of those events. Wellcome saw here a
return to the account again, to commence the second run through history.
It ig done in more detail, and commenced with the destriiction of Jerusa-
lem. TLike Pinney, Wellcome argues very strongly that the tfibulation of
verse 21 refers to the Papal rule. "We have seen thét the.great tribula-
tion was to be on the elect, and that it was caused by the 'man of sin,'
or Papacy_,"_2 after commenting.on Qerse 28, Wellcome says: “"This is the
second time in this discourse of our Lord, that he has led us down to the
end of time."3
Versé 29
| From page 65, Wellcomé”é¥ééééds‘fgsgi;é'é 1éngthy discourse
attempting to prove that the events of verse 29 were amply met in the

cosmic signs of 1780 and 1833. o

Verse 34 ' 5

"This generation now living have seen the sign, or "these things,'

. . . "ol .
and are destined to witness the coming of the Son of man;" The 'sign that:

Wellcome mentions here is a reference back to the content of verse 29,

It can be. seen at a--glance that Wellcome is not presehting'anythiﬁg new

1 o 2 R,
Ibid., p. 31. ‘Ibid., pp. 54,55.

. . .
31pia., p. 65. S TTIbid.;ip. 91
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in his interpretations. He is obviously very close to Pinney's view,

in fact a strong case could be made for a fairly heavy dependence on

Pinney in places. This is particularly true of his argument of verse 21.

9. ‘Horace Winchell ' - |

N The last writer to be reviewed in this chapter is Horace Winchell.
His work is dated in 1862.l -He specifically'etafes in his intreductien
that the treatise was Qritten ten years before'it.was published.  Tnere—
fore we can assume it reflects the thinking.;fyﬁhéﬂeeriy:1350ie;”.fhe
section on Matthew is brief, being only part_ef e.beek'dea1ing with
other areas of Bible prophecy, particularly'Deniel. |

Winchell has some interesting departures from the major Millerite
interpreters. He sees the disceuree as a chronological sequence from the
apoetles times right through.to tne end of.time, not in two sweeps, but
in one uninterrupted sequence. "He began to predict a course of succes-
give events, from the time the question was aeked, down to the time of

i . 2
His second coming.”

Note how Winchell rehearses this sequence.

1. The false Jewish Christs arose (vv. 4~5)g;i~3,v~-'

2. "Wars and rumors of wars," (vv;'6 7);- The flrst of any note were the

battles in the destructlon of Jerusalem ,ea“'
3. The persecution of the apostles by Pagan Rome (vv 9-10)

4. The dlSClPles glVlng the gospel to all the Roman world (v. 14)

1 . .
Horace Winchell, Exposition of the 24th and 25th of Matthew
(Falls village, Connecticut: C. B, Maltbie, 1862). The Millerites and
Early Adventists (Ann Arbour,:Michigan:-University Microfilms, Sec.-3. R15:28).

5 .
Ibid., p. 34.
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5. The rise of the "akomination of desolation," (v. 15) which he iden-
tifies with the Papal power. This has caused flights on several
"occasions. Out of Jerusalem to Pella. Into the wildeiness, to
Piedmont, and he also says there will be a final flight into the
air at the advent.

6. The shortenlng of the Papal tribulation is brought about by the
Reformation {(v. 22).

7. Verse 29 he sees fulfilled in 1780 and 1833.1

- Summary of Millerite Views

There is similarity in the views presented by the Millerites but
there is also dissimilarity, primarily, variation at specific points in
the chapters.

Simmilarities

1. Miller, Bliss, Carleton, Needham, Pinney, Kapff and Wellcome
all saw the chapter as covering Christian history at least twice.'2 Millex
saw a third coverage because of hiéxiﬁtéfpfet;tibp of versé 29. Winchell
saw Lthe chapter as seguentially coveriﬁg;histbry once. - They all see
verses 15-20 as having reference to the-deéfruqtioﬁ'of Jerusalem. Flagg
saw verse 15 as having reference alsc to the Papal power.::

2. All concluded that verses 4-14 hadxlittle or no reference to
events that led up to the destructiqn of Jerusalem, except Winchell,

3. All those that commeqted onrverse:14 feitfthat the task of
presenting the gospel was almost compléted;:-itﬂis.also:significant that

they saw the commission in terms of geographic completion and not

1Ibid.

2
Flagg is not included in these summary-statements as he only
.comments on verse 15. :
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Primarily to every ir}dividual.l

4. All writers, except Miller and Kapff, saw ﬁeféé 29 as having
reference to the cosmic signs of 1780 and 1833. Miliéf.iﬁté£§¥éts tﬁem
flguratlvely of history after A. D. 312 and Kapff says they w111 occur with
the actual "appearance." |
. 5. 'All those that commented on verse 34 indicated that they were

the generation that would see Christ come.

Dissimilarities

1. Winchell stood alone wﬁeﬁ h¢:saW the.whoie chapfer.as a
éhronological sequence of history.
2. Miller is unique when he inﬁétﬁféféa_thé éiéns of verse 29
figuratively. | i
3. The interpretation of verse 21 also showed some divergence:
fa) Miller saw it as refefring only to the Jews at the
destruction of Jerusalem and in the continuing persecﬁtion to the con-
summation. Carleton and Bliss supported Miller in this conélusion.
(b) . Needham saw the verse as the trlbulatlon that was e#pe—
rleﬁced by Jeruéalem and contlﬁﬁéa égpareﬁtlgﬁthroagh the bﬁgan énd Papal
eras terminating in the 18th century.
(c) Pinney,éaw_the tribulation as‘comeringfthe,1260,yearslof
Papal supremacy, A.D. 538;1793;-‘ﬁellcdmé s#ppottéd.thi§ view as did._
I o T e L e
4. The major dissimilérity pfesénted.by Kapff was his recognition

that the signs- -between and 1nclud1ng V. 20 28 had implications both to

.. 7 . o L ' ,
Bliss, p. 15..1is an: example -of this interpretation. .-
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the destruction of Jerusalem and the Seccond Advent.
5. Winchell's positidn'is unigue in that where the others were
denying vv. 4-14 had any meaning prior to A.D. 70, he argues that they

¥

had significance to this peribd. r
S

Comparison of Millerite Views with Ellen White

When the salient featﬁfes of Millerite interpretation are compared
with White's conclusions, several éspects emerge. Overall, White was
closer to the interpreters after Miiler, than to Miller himself.. This is
clearly because of his interpretation of the "tribulation" and the coémic
signs. White saw the siéns as literal, Miller saw them as figurative.
Miller saw the "tribulation”™ as the Roman assault on Jerusalem, White saw
it as extending over the entire Ch;istian era. She does not see the chap-
ter as covering three overlapping replays of ﬁiétory as Miller does.

White affirms, with the Millerite interpreters, that the prelim-
inary signs have meaning to the last generation, but she cdﬁtradicts them
by alsc affirming they have meaning_to the firsﬁ century disciples.
{(Winchell is the exception he;é;ngééausé.ﬁﬁite\affirms his positiéﬁ). .She
eﬁcompasses all their interpretations of the "tribulation,"” not limiting
it to one specific assaultlAS many of them did.

It can be seen reédily Fﬁat.White emerged from Millerite stock,
both geographically and expéfiégéiéilfz;qfhigiﬁeritAQe she brépght into
her understanding of the éhapter;  Her indebtedness to this background,

including her basic interpretation of the Olivet Discourse, must be

acknowledged. However, a singular'distinctiveness is also-apparent;"fShéj;
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is prepared to contradict an established approach1 (supporting the
Universalist against the Millerites). She sees in much of the chapter
expansiveness and depth of meaning that rises above and beyoﬂa her
environmental heritage. It can bg.concluaed that Fllen White was influ-
enced by the Millerite expositors but she exhibited an exegetical matu-

rity that proceeded far beyond their conclusions.

1 . . . .

The primary example here is White's clear teaching that
‘wersesd-14 had meaning as signs of the destruction of Jerusalem when all
Millerites, except Winchell, said they had no meaning for that time.




CHAPTER IV

ADVENTIST AUTHORS CONTEMPORARY

WITH ELLEN WHITE

This chapter is to survey the literature présehted by Ellen G.
White's Seventh-day Adventiét contemporaries. AaAs 1915 was the year of
her death it has been'aibitrafiij adopted és the terminus for this pefiod.
Tt is, however, recognised that any writer who ﬁould have significantly
influenced White, must have had theiruﬁﬁews knoﬁn before the end of the
nineteentﬁ century, because most of her significant material on the

Olivet Discourse was in print by that time.

James Springer White

The most significant w£i£é£?0n this'subjedt during this period
was her husband, James Springer'wﬂifé.: He obvicusly qonsidered the Olivet
Discourse impértant as evidehced.in hi5-?egqlar;ahdfexpanded treatment of
the tdpic throﬁghout his lifetiﬁé:u.ﬁié.firéﬁﬂpgbliéation c6n£ained sixty-
four pages.1 In 1871 it was enlarged té eighty pages and the original

title'expanded,z'but his expository conclusions were not altered.

-

lJames Springer White, A Brief Exposition of Matthew Twenty-four
(Battle Creek, Michigan: Steam Press of the Review and Herald Office,
©1857). The Millerites and Early Adventists (Ann Arbour, Michigan: -
University Microfilms, Sec. 3. R8:16). :

2 : ' . .
James .Springer White,.The Second Coming of Christ or a Brief
Ixposition of Matthew Twenty-four. (Battle Creek, Michigan: Steam Press

of the Seventh-day Adventist:- Publishing Association, 1871). The Millerites

and -Early-Adventists {Ann Arbour,ngchlgan‘ Unlver51ty Microfilms,
Sec. ‘4. R9:10).
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In 1876,1 1880,2 1885,3 and 18904 further tréatménts of the subject
were published. In 1889 James.white also wrote a small bébklet on the
subject of the SecondlAdvent.5 fﬁbﬁéﬂ'it is not a treatisé 6n‘tﬁe.01ivet
Diécourse; it is important to ouristudy as passages from the chapter are
quoted.

. James White follows a consistent battern of interpretation through

the years, with some relatively minor changes, apparently due to his

continuing study of the éhapter, (see comments on verse 34).

Like mény of the Millerite expositers, he was als; facing the
conclusions reached by the Universalists that the chapfer was fulfilled
in Jerusalem's era.6 Basically:ip can be said that he followed an intexr-
pretation that cculd be broadly called Millerite. This should be expected
as he would have been only a young‘éfeagher when the expectations of 1844
wefe thrust upon him, and he would ﬂéﬁé:ﬁas£ ceftéiniy been influenced by

his older brethren and their expositions.

: l'I‘his was almost identical to the 1871 publication except that
the section on the ten virgins was omitted.

A sixty-four page treatise with the same title and publishing
details as the 1876 publication.

3'I‘his was the same as 1880 edition.
4James Springer White;:An Exposition of Matthew Twenty-four or the

Second Coming of Christ (Oakland, California: Pacific Press, 1890) Thisg
is his most expansive attempt coverlng ninety-four pages.

5
James Sprlnger White, The Second Advent Manner, Object and
Nearness of the Event {Oakland, California: Pacific Press, 1889).

6
James Springer.White, Matthew 24, (1857), p. 2.

7

White. did not attend school until he was 19 years of ‘age (1840).
and-his schooling totalled only 29 weeks._ He began preaching at 21 (1842)-
and was only 23 years of age at the time of the Dlsapp01ntment
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Most of the following quotations are taken from his 1857'pub1iéation.
Verses 4-14
James White saw these verses as being a general description of
events happening to the church from Christ's time to the end.
We think it will appear evident, upon an investigation of this chap-
ter that from the fifth to the fourteenth verse our Lord passes
» rapidly over the important events of the Christian age; that he gives
only a general description of the commotions in the natural and poli-
tical world, the persecutions of the church, and false prophets which
would arise to deceive the church and world, down to the END.l
The events following, commencing with verse 15, James White said were a
"more particular descripﬁion of the great events of the Christian age,
connected with the people of God, commencing at the destruction of Jeru—.
salem.“2
It can be immediatly seen that James White here is very closely
following Miller, and the other major Millerite expositors in his overall
interpretation of the chapter. He does, however, make some specific
contributions in the interpretation of certain verses. Verses 9-10 are
a brief description of the afflictions and martyrdom of the church.
Hundreds of thousands of the faithful followers of Jesus'weré most cruelly

N

put to death in the days of Pagan Rome, yet the prophecy doubtless applies
X ' e . 3
more particularly to the long period of Papal persecutions . . . ."

In verse 14 James White saw the work of the gospel as indicated

. ' . 4 . : . .
in verse 14 as "nearly accomplished."® This view was held very widely in

1James Springer White, Matthew 24 (1857), p. 2.

2Ibid.

: IR R
3Ibid., p. 4. o Ibide o pe 9




52

the years immediately following 1844,

Verses 15-20

'dames Whi£édiﬁterp£e£ed.these verses as particularlf aﬁéwering
the disciples questioﬁhhwhen shall these things be?" The events that
surrounded the destruction éf Jerﬁsalem in A.D. 70 are here portrayed.l
Verse 21

An interesting interpre£étion is.offe;gd on verse 21. James White
seems to commence with -a consisteﬁtféoﬁ¥se éf exegesié by saying that-the
“tfibulation" of this verse was predicted in Daniel 9:26727. "Here is a

. . ne
clear prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies." . He

then seems to be inconsistent by saying the tribulation had nothing to do
with the Jews.
We take the position that the "tribulation"™ here mentioned is the

tribulation of the church of Jesus Chr%st, and not that of the Jews
at the destruction of Jerusalem, . . .

Our lord speaks of-thé;tfibﬁiation-WHich}ﬁiipeople would suffer
from the time of their flight onward.

This he elaborates as being both'pagan and Papal persecutions against the
church, but that this tribulation was finally "shortened" by the'mighty-
- work of the reformation and other reformers.

Verses 23-28

In this passage, Christ was warning against déceptions that were
occurring in the "present age." Presumably we are to understand the

times “in which James White was living and writing.

3 ~ ‘
Ibid., p. 16, 2Ibid., 3Ibid., p. 17.

4 .
“Ibid., p. 19. .

5L 6_ .. .
Tbid:; p. 20. . Ibids- i
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Verse 29
What could now be termed the 'classic' position waé-takén.by James

White on the cosmié signs, thé eQént$ of 1780 and 1833.1' it is wo?tﬁ:
noting that he said that the lasﬁ:gentence of verse 29 ("the powefs.éf'
heaven") are yet future and occur ;ith the 'appearance!L2 This woﬁld.not
have seemed unusual in 1857, as there had been fifty-three vears between
the signs in the first section of the verse, that is befween the 'dark
day' and the 'falling of the stéréé;LA ‘ :
Verse 34 |

In his 1871 edition he reinterpreted-the-eéilier-Millerite stance
of "tﬂis generation”™ by saying that it was not the generatién which saw
the "dark day'3 who would witness the ;appearance‘, but those who saw
the last sign, 'the falling stars',4 Bliss had interpreted a generation
as being seventy years, éo we présume Jaﬁes ﬁhite had tﬁe-"cominéﬁ now .
within = the turn of tﬁe centui&:f_Iﬁ'thé 1389 publication this is cleafly
his belief. |

It should be noted thét.aii_Pub%iéét}ogs after his 1880 ed%tion
' were published posthumously; £ﬁerei£s;£;¥é;ér}gné major cﬁaﬁéé gé‘pégifibn

after the 1871 treatise.6

1 .. ' o2 . '
Ibid., p. 23. : _Ibld., p. 30.
3 .

Eg. Bliss, p. 60

4 :
James Springer White, Matthew Twenty-four (1871}, p. 50

5James Springer White, Second Advent (1889), p. 23,

6A. T. Jones, ed., BAn Exposition of Matthew Twenty-four on the
Second Coming of Christ (Oakland, -Califormia:.Pacific “Press,.1890}. This
94 page=treatise is -almost--certainly:an editéd copy:based. on. .James Whitels .
1890 publication. If it is Jones' work-he has relied very heavily on
James White. - e S :
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The remaining'Seventh—day Adventist writers in this sectiqn will
be dealt with in order of publication. In selecting this order of
presentation it is recognised that this will reveal little of the influence
or dependency they had on.each other. However, seeing the intent of the
chapter is to compare their intérpfetations with Ellen White, the time
 sequence method has been chosen. Apart froﬁ James Springer White, almost
all of the literature to be surveyed in.this section was published between

1885 and 1899,

H. M. Kenyon

In February and April of 1885 H. M. Kényon presented a series of
lectures which included comments on ﬁhe Olivet Discourse.l These were
most probably given in Battle Creek, Michigan. There is no set pattern

of exegesis to follow, but he dées §ive a broad stétement on the rélevant
portions of the chapter.

Verse 3-14 carry us briefly from the time Christ was speaking, over
the whole gospel field, to the end of the world. Then in verse 15,

He -comes back to the time of the disciples. instructing them what .to

do when Jerusalem should be threatened, then onward to verse 28,
carrying us again to the end. Coming back again to verge 29, He gives
the signs for which the disciples asked.?

The exegesis Kenyon offers is difficult to follow. It can, how-
ever, be clearly seen from the summérj statement above that his broad
understandiné followed earlier Millerite and Seventh-day Adventist inter-
pretation.

His three commencing points in the chapter are similar to Miller's,

1 .
H. M. Kenyon, Tabernacle lLecture Course (Dakland, California:

1885) .. ‘(Reprinted in 1978 by "lLeaves of Autumn Books," Payson, Arizona).

2_. .
Ibid., p. 23.
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though the starting point for the third coverage (verse 29) is different
because of where Miller ends the time of tribulation. Keﬁjon can also be
compared with Pinney and James White in that he too refined some of

Millexr's positions.

Bible Reading for the Home Circle

. : . . . 1
The compilation Bible Readings for the Home Circle, reveals

some of the thinking of the church on the bliﬁet Discourse in the 1880's.

It does not give an exhaustive treatment of the chapter, but its comments
FL

are important in oux assessment as revealing the chéréh's viewpoint'at
this date.
Verses 4-14

Though not stating it as such, the author(é) are endeavouring to
show thaf verses 4-14 é; reach-td thénend df £iﬁé %ﬁdngeré sigﬁificéﬂt_:
forrmore than the aisciples. Stated in the usual ééy,.they are iﬁdicé—
ting that these verses do not primarily apply to téewdisciples aje.ﬁ,The .z
disciples were not to expect the Lord's coming in éﬁeir generation.2

Vefsé 14 was seen as éiﬂééﬁzfﬁifiilea ;ﬁé.fﬁégégg;éncé $f tﬁé..?‘.”
gospel intc darkest Africa, the last major stronghold of heathenism, was

appealed to as support for this claim.

Verses 15-20

These verses are seen as "particularising the events ¢f the

) lBible Readings for the Home Circle (Battle Creek, Michigan:
Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1890). Bible Readings was the
result of an 1883 General Conference-resoclution to print a monthly-
periodical containing various topical Bible studies:- These were. later . -
compiled into book form. . Lo ) -- '

2_. . Lo
Ibid., p. 27. -




56

future." Presumably the events of A.D. 70 can be seen as a.majox hap;
pening in the Christian era Whlch the chapter dlscusses. |
Verse 21
Thls verse 1is explalned by linking 1t dlrectly to Daniel 7 25
and equatlng 1t with the "tlme, tlmes and the dividing of tlme," which
' are ldentified with the 1260 vears of Papal persecution, A,D, 538-1798.
No attempt is made to explain the relationship of the verse to preceding
verses.
Verse 29
Immediately after -the Papql persecutiohs, whiéh were subdued by
Wickliffe, Luther and othefs, follqwed the cosmic signs of 1780 ‘and
1833.2 N
Verse 34
| An inférésting interéféfétiéﬁ”ha;.béeﬁJgivén.tﬂis fext.
As though he said,  This geﬁé&atloﬁ of whlch I speak the one that
actually sees the last sign, has seen all of them in the sense that
we have seen the progress of science.. We have not actually lived
during 155 entire development, but we look back and say we have
seen it. )
Here is an.afﬁeﬁpéhéé.make £he.h££i§“ééner§£iaﬁ? passééé:réievant fof
£hé entire Chiistian éra, ahd the last sign would be the falling of the
stars in 1833.
In fairness it must be said ﬁhat this book was setting fofth its
understanding of the chapter in a feadable form for topicél Bible.Stﬁdyl
and not deliberate exposition.:- |

It is hard to escape the conclusion that the chapter is viewed

as highlighting some of the:maﬁdfuevénté of the Christiéhﬁﬁgejmuch~£he

lIbid., p. 28. - - Ibid., pp. 28-30. TTIbid., p. 30.
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same as Ellen White's 'historical continuous' approach. Unlike her,
however, it is not consistent when it makes verses 4-8 reach to the end,

past the destruction of Jerusalem.

J. H. Waggoner

3 . . _ 1
. "In 1888, J. H. Waggoner published his book From Eden to Eden.
The eighteenth chapter covers the topic "Signs of the Second Coming of

Christ," and so has bearing on our subject.

Verses 4-14

Waggoner-categorically denies that these verses have-any-meaning-
to the disciples' time.

These verses clearly refer to the last days, and the end spoken of
is the end of’ the world, or of the gospel age, for it is not true

© that these things took place after -Jesus spcke these words, and
before the destruction of the temple, which wasg in A.D. 70. -Verses
9-14 also refer to the end cof the world, . . .

He makes no reference to verses'15—20, presuﬁébly recognizing that'they

are describing the downfall of.Jerusalem.

Verses 21-22

I3

The great tribﬁlaﬁion, vefsés.21—22,‘haa, acﬁording ﬁb.wég§5ner,
reference to the long persecution of the church under the Roman power,
specially under Papal Rome.3 This-is equated with the 1260 years of_: 
domination by the Papacy which the author believed began in A.D. 538 and

ended in A.D. 1798.

1J. H. Waggoner, From Eden to Eden (Ozkland, California: Pacific
Press, 1888).

2Ibid., p.- 225. . . _3Ibid.
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Verses 23-28

Waggonex fglt that therwarnings of these verses difeéﬁed égainst
falsé chfists and.ée;éétions céncérﬁing the faﬁ&ﬁsia also Eélqﬁéeékfo
the last days.
Verse 29
- In verse 29 Waggone£ sets forth what was hinted at in Bible
Readings, and was to beéome a.standard position, that the actual signs
of the Pérousia commence with the coémic signs of verse 29. These‘were
the apparentl? supernatural evehts of 1780 ana 1833.2 Most of the éxpla—
nation -of the;chapter cemtres on verse 29. - o o S

In su@mary, Wagg&ner was facing thé.éame fear that the Millerites
and James White dreaded. That was, if you admitted therverses had mean-
ing for the disciples time, you gould not conclude they had meaning in
the nineteenth.century. Sa aﬁart ffom vérses.i5—20,.the rest of %he

chapter applies to the "last generation" exclusively as signs of the Advent.

Ellet J. Waggoner

Ellet J. Waggoner (son of J. H. Waggoner) better known for his
association with the 1888 Minneapolis General Conference session, covered

.y . X L . 3 : oo i
. the Olivet Discourse in his book Prophetic Lights. It was entered in

the office of the Librarian of Congress in 1888, the same year as his

father's publication, From Eden to Eden. It could also be noted at this

point that Ellen White's Great Controversy was also entered for the first

2
lIbid., pp. 225-26. Ibid., pp. 226-30.-

3E J. Waggoner,- Prophetlc Lights . (MelbourneT—Australla Blble

Echo Publishing House, 1889)}.
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time in 1888.

Waggoner saw the chapter as primarily giving the ﬁime of the
coming of tﬁe Iord. In his opinion Matthew gave the most definitéliﬁfor-
mation on the timing of the Adventlabove all other prophecies of the Bible.1
Verses 4-14 |
. On these verses he took a similar view to his father in denying
that they have any meaning to the disciples' time. He wrote: "We.cannot
agree with those commentators who find the fulfillment of this prediction
in the numercus pseudo—messiahé that appeared in the first few cent&ries."2
"There cannét be tﬁe glightest doubt but that in these ﬁerses we are
carried rapidly over the history pf the‘world till the end of til;:e."3
Verses 9-10

Concerning these verses, Waggoner_decléred: "In verses 9 and 10
we have reference both to the éééén.ané p;éél bé?ééeutions, and nof only

to those, but to all the persecutions for. conscience sake that shall take

4
place before. the Lord comes.”

Interestingly, Waggoner said that the position of persecution

until the Lord comes is supported by Daniel 7:21,22.

Verses 15-20

Waéggner—considered that these verses were answering the disciples
question, "When shall these'thinqs be?" and_that they were fulfilled in
the destruction of Jerusalem.§ ;. |

Verseg 21-22

In these verses is the point where all reference to the destruction

1

1bid., p. 115. . °Tbid. Tbid., p. 116.

41pia. °Ipid., pp. 116+17. Ipia., p. 110,
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of Jerusalem ceases, and where the account of the signs indicating
the Lord's coming is resumed . . . he includes in the term "great
tribulation" the tribulation consequent upon the pagan persecution -
of Christians, and the greater tribulation that accompanied the
persecutions of the church by the papacy.

E. J. Waggoner was obviougiy also aware of the Universalist .
threat,2 and as his interpretation.of the early vefses indicates,'tried
to meet it. It is, however, in reference to this point that he made his
unique contribution among Seventh-day Aaveﬁtist iﬁterpreters. He was
not expansive, and could even be said to be tentative, but he recognized
that there are portions of the chapter which apply to both.évents, éhat
‘is, the destruction of Jerusalem and the second advent. He labeled it
the "perspective view.ﬁ3 He defineé_it.in the following way: "That is,
two things widely separated in point of time; yet having features in
" common, are spokén of together,iwithoﬁt any ﬁofice being taken of the
intervening-time .o ; i£ ;;ﬁg§£.bé.éenied that a.émail portion of hié
language applies equally to eécﬁ."4 .He recognized the destruction of
Jerusalem as being a “"miniature likeness” to the destruction at &he
second coming._

| Thoughrrécognizing thié ériﬁcipié; it.ié clear in his exegeéis
that he is hesitant in applying it, except in a very general way. Hisﬁ
conclusion almost denies his "perspective view," where he says that_ :

Christ clearly distinguishes between the two events in the chapter, so

that no careful reader of the Bible is in danger of confounding them.

1 ' 2_ .
Ibid., p. 122, Ibid., p. 1l19.

3It appears that .E. J. Waggoner :did not 001n thls term "perspectlve
as it is set in quotation marks.-, R I S

4 s
Ibid., p- 121. - .- Ibid."
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E. J. Waggoner certainly saw glimmerings in this chapter that Seventh-
day Adventist writers béfore him (apart from Ellen White; had not seen.
Vetse 29 o |
Waggoner here saw the standard Seventh-day Adventist view of the
cosmic signs in 1780 and 1833.1
.Verse 34
What generation? and what things? Why, the geheraﬁion in which the
signs appeared, shall not pass till all the wonders of the second
advent shall have been accomplished.2 o
It‘is difficult to see how Waggoner concluded .in 1888 that the "gené&ation"
that saw ﬁhe dark day of 1780 would still witness the appearance. ﬁe
does not define "generation," but we assume that it must ha#e been over
100 years in his tﬁinking.
Waggoner was a careful_Bible student,.as his better_khown involve-
ment.in 1888 testifies. In iééﬁiﬁé.hiéugan£ribu£i;ﬁéﬂén this chéptér”wé
would not miss that he fel£ Qé;;;éiéé;ZfiQéfené ééfeﬁﬁhésié_that inte¥-

3 : ;
rupted the seguence between verses 22 and 29, Ellen White also recog-

nized this.

0. A. Johnson

In 18%4 O+ A. Johnson, -a minister of wide experience, published
4 . '
a small treatise. The only comments on verses relevant to our discussion
were on verses 21-22, which he applied to the Papal persecution from

A.D. 538-1798. Comments on verse 29 foliowed, which he saw as a witness

2
Lipia., pp. 143-47. :--:- Thid., p. 127.. 31bla., p. 128.

4
0. A Johnson, Blble Lessons for Blble Students 1College Vlew,'

Nebrasgka: Enterprlse Publlshlng Company, 1894)
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to the cosmic signs of 1780 and 1833.

i

His Glorious Appearing

In 1895 there was published a small book of nearly 100 pages

entitléd His Glorious Appearing.l The author'é name does not appear, but
’ iﬁ is a significant atfempt to exegéte the twentyjfourth chapter of
Matthew.2

It follows previous interpretations which suggest at least two
sweeps of.history in ﬁhe chapter;'but it aiSo suggested some sound in—
sights not pursued by Seventh—day Adventiéf commentators up to this time
(apart from Ellen White). ?
Verseg 4-5 - -

The author sees the warnings of the false Messiahs as applying
to the times of the dlsclples before the d;structloﬁ.éf‘Jerusalem.s.
Verses 7-8

The signs in these verses have occurred through history, ‘since
these words were spoken; but they ﬁow abound as never befqre so consti-
,tute a special sign for.the 1aé£tda§;; R
Verses 9-10

"Here is a brief description of ithe afflictions and martyrdom

. 5 . . ,
of-the church of Christ." The . author sees this beglnnlng not only in

the pagan -Roman.-empire but extending into the Papal dominance.

1. . . R
. His Glorious Appearing, rev. ed., (Battle Creek, Michigan:
Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1895).

2 . ) R n " . u
The 1895 edition-is already:revised. " An- 1896 ‘printing-claims-to-
be the 26th edition. - Echo Publlshlng Company also prlnted an edltlon in 1896,

3 B
His Glorious Appearlng, p. 13 15. 4Ibld., p 17 Slbld., p. 21.
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Verse 14
The common understanding is also presented here by the author,
that the gospel is rapidly reachiﬁg every nation, the work has encircled
1
~ the globe,
In summary of verses 4-14 the author concludes, "Thus far .in the

discourse Jesus has passed over the entire Christian dispensation.™

Verses 15-20

Our Lord havirig” in verses 5-14, passed over important events in the

Christian age down to the end, goes3back and introduces in verse 15

the destruction of Jerusalem, . . .

verse 21

The writer spends from pages 34 tq 38 endeavouring to prove that
the 'tribulation' was not connected ﬁith the Jéws; but with the church
of Christ from this time forward. "Our Lord here speaks of the tribula-
tion whlch his people.would suffer from the time of thelr flléht onward.
This is stated to be the noted persecutlons under pPagan Rome and{espe01ally
unéer the Papal periéd. h i

Verse 29 -

Special care is taken ovéf gé#éiéi.égée; by.£hé.éuthor £b shdﬁ
that the cosmic signs were a fulfillment of the 1780 and 1833 phenomena.5
Verse 34

The usual position is takep for “thisrgeneration,".but the
Lisbon earthquake (of 1755) is added to make a third sign along with the

'dark day' and 'the falling stars,' which the generation must witness to

1 ‘ 2 3,
Ikid. , p. 30. Ibid., p. 31. _ . Ibid.i--

4 L o
Ibid.; p. 37.° Ibid., pp. 44-54.
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be those that see the Parousia.l Tt is difficult to see the logic of a
generation stretching from 1755 to 1895. |
Summary
This exposition ranks besi@e the most extensive of aﬁy fét exam—
ined. Tt's agthorship is intriguing. Whole paragraphs are.quoted'from _ |

2 : ‘
James White's work. The author appears to be writing in 1894 (see page

30), and on page 38 reference is made to A. T. Jones' Two Republics in

the manner of an author referring to his own work. james White d{edfin
1881 and therefore he is not the author, though he is quoted extensiéely.
It is tentatively concludedrthat the author is. . A. T. Jones. This is
further substantiated when compared with a book of the same topic and

size which was published in 1890 with A. T. Jones listed as editor.3
Verbal dependency can also be shown‘in this.publicatiop.with James White's
works. A. T. Jones Qéésélso.buiidiﬁg.his abilitgnéé.;.ﬁfi£e;n§nd spééker

during these years.

James Edson White

R

In 1898 James Edson White, the second son of James and Ellien,

4 . . .
published The Coming King. Apart from minor exceptions, it follows

1
Ibid., p. 68.

2 . .

E.g. pages 17-21 should be compared with James White's 1857 publi-
cation, pp. 3-5.

3A. T. Jones, ed., ‘An Exposition of Matthew Twenty-four or the
Second Coming ‘of Christ (Oakland, California: Pacific Press, 1890).

4 . ] \ - . \ L s
James Edson White, 'The Coming 'King (Oakland, California:-Pacific
Press, 1898). . . . :
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_James,Springer White's 1857 pﬁblication in the interpretation of the
chapter. 'This is not a plea for dependence on his father's work, for as
has already been seen a similar broad outline was characteristic of
most Seventh-day Adventist writérs, Conversely it would be highly un-

. . a1 s
likely that he was not aware of his father's publication. As a writer
on this subject he obviously reviewed the available literature. ' He
succinctly summarizes his interpretation as follows:

First, From the fourth to the fourteenth verses we are carried
rapidly down frem the apostles' time to the end of the world, consld-
ering the events to transpire as matters of history.

Secondly, In verses fifteen to twenty-eight the ground is again )
gone over from the destruction of Jerusalem, showing the true church.
in connection with the history of the world during that time. .
Thirdly, The remainder of the chapter records thS visible 51gns that
were to mark the soon coming of Christ to earth.

The above interpretation is by now so familiar it needs little
comment. Later pages show clearly his belief that the tribulation.of:
verse 21 commenced upon the Christians who fled Jerusalem in A,D. 70 and

3 o ’
was continued by pagan and Papal Rome. The cosmic signs of 178Q and
1833 marked the visible omens_bf_christ‘s coming.
James Edson White's book is far more than an exposition of -
. A
Matthew 24. He also adds a dimension to the interpretation of the chapter

which has not been seen in SeVenth—day-Advehtist literature up to this

time. A large section of his book takes the preliminary. signs of

1There are verbatim borrowings by J. E. White from His Glorious
Appearing (see His Glorious Appearing p. 37 cf. Coming King pp.~99-100
as an example}, If, as already postulated, A. T. Jones was the author
. of His Glorious Appearing its dependence on James Springer White has
already been noted.

2

J. E. White, pp..B8=89.... . . @

Ibid., pp. 99-100. - Ibid., pp. 115-28.."
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verses 4-14 and assembles them to show how these too were being fulfilled
dramatically in his time. Almost all other commentators before him had
concluded that these signs reach to the end but had not shown their

contemporary meaning.

.

Asa Oscar Tait

Asa Oscar Tait, in 1899, had his book entitled Héralds of the

Morning published by Pacific Press.1 The book is not an expositionfof
the Olivet Discourse, it is more a topical presentation of the 'sigﬁs'
as witnessed by contemporary events. Censequently he only makes passing
reference to parts of the chapter.

Some of the preliminary signs of verses 6-8 he says have always
been seen, but had then reached an lntenslty not witnessed before.2

On.the questlon of.the generation that see "ali theee thlngs" he
says: "They may be seen to-day and they will become more and more marked
and pronounced as these closing moments of time go by.“3 Tait wes obviously
trying to explain how all the signs had been wipnessed_and the appearance
had not eventuated. He does it by increasiné eﬂe intensity of the.fﬁi—
filled signs and indicates this will be a continued intensity. The scope
and nature of his boock fails to make any real contribution tortee present

study.

lAsa Oscar Tait, Heralds of the Morning (Oakland, California:
Pacific Press, 1899).

Asa Oscar Tait, rev. ed., Heralds’ of the Mornlng (Mountian View,
California: Pacific Press, 1909}, p. 368.

3

Ibid. .
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J. N. Loﬁghbourgg

J. N. Loughbourgh was already, in 1904, a well known speaker and

- 1 . . . . .
author. In Last Day Tokens he is concerned primarily with cataloguing

the cosmic signs that have occurred from the middle of the sixteenth
- century to the opening years of the twentieth century. He sets the

cosmic phenomena of 1780 and 1833 in this much wider context.

He is familiar with James Springer White's Exposition on Matthew,

and James Edson White's Coming King, as is evidenced by his footnoﬁés.

He is not exegeting the chapter, but briefly summarizing it, and if’he is
not using James White's material, then his conclusions are the same. |
"The Saviour goes over this prophetic ground three times, first giving
what may be called a summary of events reaching down to the end.“3 The
larger context of the quotation shows he is returning to verses 4-14.

Thg second_sﬁeep commences at A.D. 70. ."From verses fifteen to. .
twenty-eight, our Saviour goés over.thé ground the second time, éown to
His second coming, this time going.back only to the destruction of Jeru-
salem."4

\

The 'tribulation; Loughbourgh concludes, is the 1260 years of the
'Dark Ages,' from A.D. 538-1798, which were shortened by granting.of
religious toleration teo all réligions about 1773 and onwaré.5 "The-ﬁhird

*

time our Saviour reviews this line of prophetic events down to His coming,

1 . . .
J. W. Loughbourcgh, Last Day Tokens (Warburton, ARustralia: Signs

Publishing Co., 1904).

2 : 3
Ibid., p. 50,52 -- Ibid:;-p. 49.

: 5. SR
1bia., p. 50. " TIbidi, pp. 50, 51 .
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He goes back to the close of the tribuiation, and gives the definite signs
by which it may be known when He is 'near even at the doors'."l The
"definiﬁe signs" were the 'dark day' and the 'falling of the stars' iﬁ
1780 and 1833.

This is as much as Loughbourgh wants to prove from the chapter i
and he proceeds to aﬁplify the cosmic signs. It can only be concluded
that Loughbourgh accurately represents a previous view of the chapter; -’

most likely James White's view.

W. A. Spicer

W. A. Spicer's Qur Day in the Light of f’rephecy,2 which includes
a brief exposition of the Olivet Discourse, seems to be the firgt denomi-
national publication to present a new approach to verses 4 14 that ls,
of course, apart from Ellen Whlte.. Perhaps it should now be noted that

by 1912, the year of Spicer(s publication, Ellen White's major statements

on Matthew 24 had been in print at least 12 years.
Verses 4-14

The first portion of the prophetic discourse (verses 4-14) deals
with general conditions that were to prevail both in the last days
of the Jewish state, and on a yet larger scale in the course of
history leading to the last days of the world. There was so close
‘a parallel between these times that Christ, in one description,
answered both guestions asked, . . . The believers saw these things
fulfilled in that'generation-before Jerusalem fell; but as we read
the prophecy, we see ' the wider applicationBand yvet larger fulfill-
ment through the course of history . . . .

Yrpid., P 51

2
W. A. Splcer, Our Dav in the Licht- of Prophecy (Melbourne,

Australia: Signs Publishing Company, 1912).

3., .
Ibid., p. 72.
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It would appear that ppposition to the Universalist position wasreither
weakening or had expired. Spicer feels quite free to give the text its
obvious meaning and applies it to the disciples' generation. Another
dimension for the change &ould well have been his awéreness that Elleﬂ
White had also interpreted these verses in the same manner. Thoﬁgh it
cannot be proved that he was familiar with her interpretations of the
chapter concerned, it.can be shown that he was familiar with her works in

general. Even in the present publication under review he guotes from

Testimonies for the Church;1 in 1937 he published a book in defence of the
Spirit of Prophecy and in 1941 a 1life history of our early pioneers.

Verses 15-20°

Spicver considered this paséége was fuifilled in.tﬁe historical
events of A.D. 70. Interestingly, he used the sign of the approaching
destructioh of Jerusalem as a wé£ﬁi£g thét thé.éresent generation should
likewize watch for signs of the advenf.4
Verse 21 !

He sees the 'tribulation' as the years foretold by Daniel, pre-
sumably thé 1260 yéars of persé;ufiéﬁ. .fhese ﬁére shor£ened by the
influence of the reformation.

’ 'Vei:Sé“éQ .

Spicer presents the normative viewpoint and sees the cosmic

..

Ibid., pp. 424,35.

zw. A. Spicer, The Gift of Prophecy (Washington D.C.: Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1937).

3

W. A. Spicer, Pioneer Days of ‘the Advent Movement . {Takoma Park,
“Washington D.C.: Review and Herald Publishign Association, 1941).

5
4Ibid., p. 76. Ibid., pp. 79-81.
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signs fulfilled in 1780 and 1833.1

In summary it can be concluded that Spicer does follow the
contemporary normative interpretation, but he is aloneup to this point of
time in the dual application he implies for verses 4-14. Neither was this

a view he modified, indeed in his 1941 publication on the Signs of Christ's

: .2 ‘s . . ,
Coming he amplifies it, even using what appears to be an Ellen White

. . 3
prhrase, "Indeed, He mingled the signs of the two great events together.”

" Bible Readings (1914 ﬁdition)

In 1914 a revised and enlarged edition of Bible Readings was

published.4 The interpretation was also revised and expanded. The dual
fulfillment principle that Spicer had applied to verses 4-14 was clearly
enunciated. The following gquotationsg have been included to aid. in our

conclusions regarding Elleﬂ.Whi£éﬁéné.éevénthmday Adventist commentators

during this period.
Christ's answers to these guestions are worthy of the most careful
study. The destruction of Jerusalem and the overthrow-of the Jewish
nation attending it are a type of the final destruction of all the
cities of the world, and the overthrow of all naticns. To some
extent, therefore, the description of the two great events seem to
be blended.>

T T T
Ibid., p. 85.
2 . . . . .
W. A. Spicer, Signs of Christ's Coming (Takoma Park, Washington
D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1941).

3Ibid., p. 12. ¢Qf. White, Desgsire of Ages, p. 628.

aBible Readings for the Home Circle (Washington D.C.: Review and
Herald Publishing Asscociation, 1914).

5 o
Ibid., p. 312.
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The following gquotatipn should be carefully'noted:

When Christ referred to the destruction of Jerusalem, His prophetic
words reached beyond that event to the final conflagration when the
Lord shall rise out of His place "to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their inlguity," and when the earth "shall disclose her
blood, and shall no more cover he slain." Isa 26:21. Thus the
entire discourse was given not for the early disciples only, but
for those who were to live during the closing scenes of the world's
history.1 - ’

The above statement will be readily seen as an unacknowledged, almost ver-—

batim quotation from Ellen White's Desire of Ages, p. 628. There are

Lt

only three or four minor changes in the passage affecting pronouns or

tense. Specific interpretation of texts also reflect Ellen White's

influence.
Verses 4-12
At several points the 'preliminary' signs are said to refer to the

disci@les' times and the Second Advent, "as already noted the prophecy

2

has a double application, . . .

Verse 14

‘The author clearly quotes Col 1:23 as evidence that Paul had

completed his commission in A.D. 64. Verse 14 will have its wider ful-

5

fillment immediately prior to the Second Advent.3

Verses 15-20

Though these clearly refe; to the events of A:D;770; the‘authoi'__
does use the context as a warning about contemporary gélievers being
aware of the signs of the Parousié. |

- Verse 21

"aAll these tribulations occurred under either pagan or papal;;ﬁj;:g

2 ' : C W
114, Tbid. 3pia., po 313.° - “Ibia.
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Rom,e.“1 This was initiated against the early Christians following the
destruction of Jerusalem, and continued until the middle of the eigh~
teenth century.
Verse 29

The one consigtent interpretation by Seventh;day Adventist commen-—

tators throughout this period was that the cosmic signs of verse 29 were

Seen as the events of 1780 and 1833. Bible Readings again affirms this.
Conclusién , B S :

As intiﬁated.earlier in the chapter, the méjoriﬁy of the liéerature
surveyed in this section Qas written in the 1880's and 1890's. Spicer’s

Qur Day in the Light of Prophecy and the 1914 Bible Readings being the

major exceptions. Ellen White wrote her most detailed exposition on the
Olivet Discourse within the same period.
The three areas of importance are found in:

1. The first chapter of Great Controversy, 1888, or its'forerunner Spirit

of Prophecy Vol 4, 1884 - ;

2. The Review and Herald articles of December, 1898

3. The chapter "On the'Mount of Olives" from The Desire of BAges, 1898,

AN

Of these, The Desire of Ages, chapter is probably the most specific and

detaiied in its interpretation.  Unless a Seventh-day Adventist writer
had been very familiar with thé Writings of Eilen White; it is doubtful
whether, until 1898, they would havé been\awaré'of hei‘iﬁtérpretation.
it is correct that the princibie of duél ép?licaﬁioh that she applies to

the verses 4-14 and later verses in the chapter, could have been observed

1Ibid., 314.
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in an incipient form in 1884, and more clearly in 1888, but this would
have to pre-suppose studious attention to what she wrote ana wide availa-
bility of hér works at this time.‘ The primary assuﬁptiéﬁkbeing tendefea
in this conclusion is that Ellen White's dual fulfillment approach to the
Olivet Discourse, began td influence Seventh-day Adventist writers soon
‘after it was articulated. Whereas her husband James had been the chief i
exponent during this period, and most of the writers up to the late 1890's
followed his approach, the denominational literature after the end of the
nineteenth century came under Ellen White's influence.

Having stated the érea of Elleg White's primary influence on her
contemporaries we ﬁill now summarize the similarities.apd dissimilarities
that are apparent.

James White was seen as the chief exponent and writers followed
almost slavishly his accepted schema ‘df the tﬁo-sweeps of history con-
tained in the chapter.1 Those who adopted this stance, were Kenybﬁ;

Bible Readings, 1890; J. H. Waggoner; E, J, Waggoner; His Glorious Appea-

ring (presumably A. T. Jones); James Edson Whlte and,J N. Loughbourgh.
A1l of the writers before 1900, except E. J. Waggoner, concluded that the
preliminary signs of the chapter had no meaning for the disciples. This
was of course the main dissimilarity with Elién‘wﬁité.who maintéined that
these signs did have meaning for the disciples. E.‘J; Waggoner should
also be éligned Wi£h Ellen Whife'for hié‘“pérspective" view, which gave
glimmerings of more than one fulfillment to the chapter, is similar to her

exposition of Matthew 24, Though it should be noted he did not apply the

1 B
Tt should be recalled that.James White .was 1ndebted to the'f
Millerites for this schema, particularly Pinnev and Bliss. B



principle specifically.
Ellen White agreed with her husband in seeing that the “"tribula-

tion" affected the early Christians under pagan Rome as well as the con-

tinuing Papal persecutions. Supporting this view was Hig Glorious

Appearing, and James Edson White; the rest of the pre-1900 writers saw

' "the tribulation" as being primarily, or only, the Papacy.

all are agreed, including Ellen White, that the cosmic signs of
1780 and 1833 were a fﬁlfillment of verse 29. To kenyon and James Edson
White these were so important that they were the first "definite" signs
of the Parocusia.

In summary of this chapter, the following observations can be
concluded:
1. Ellen White's éignificant writing on the chapter was not published
until the 1880's, afﬁgf her husbdna;s death, by which time he had become
somewhat of a pattern for éontemporary writers
2. Ellen White agreed thét Matthew 24 was_£eaching all that herihusband
and others were saying, but felt that it also had meaning which they had
not discerned. With their.teéchiﬂg.éhe basically concurred but she was
not intimidated by her peers in amplifying its fuller meaning which they
had not discovered |
3. She was bold enough to agree-with the Universalists in saying that,
at least until verse 28, the chapter had meaning for the first century;
in thig she was practically alone among Millerite and Seventh-day

Adventist commentators up to 1300

4. Ellen White substantially influenced.Seventh-day Adventist
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writers in their interpretation of the Olivet Discourse once her works
were known.

Where Ellen White agreed with her contemporaries, it was not
because she was influenced by, or dependent upon them. It seems bettér
to say that they all matured from the same stock (Millerite), hence their
points of agreement and similarity. Just as we concluded in our chapter
on the Millerites that she was not dependent on Millerite exposi#ion for
her views, so we can conclude that her distinctive apprecach to Matthew 24

was worked out independently from her Seventh-day Adventist contempéraries.

K
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CHAPTER V

- THE INTERPRETATION OF THE OLIVET DISCOURSE BY
ELLEN WHITE'S NON—SEVENTH—DAY ADVENTIST

CONTEMPORARTIES: PART I

Having compared and contrasted the Millerite and contemporary
Seventh-day Adventist authors with Ellen White's interpretation of Mat-
thew 24, we now turn our attention to non-Seventh-day Adventist writérs.

Writers will be examined who published before her death in 1915,
but for practical purposes (as set forth in the preceding chapter) any
writer who could have influenced her would need to have published before
1900.

The eﬁtenf of ﬁhis paper will not allow this section to be exhaus-
tive, for it must be granted that any commentator who wrote before 1900
could possibly have been read by Ellen White and therefo?é indireEtly con-
tributed to her work. The possible range of publications that this allows
is not available to the present researcher. However, for the purposes.ﬁf
this study an assessment of her use of oﬁher authors can be conducted by
firstly reviewing the authors-that were available to her in her owﬁ,libra~
ries, and evaluating other works that she may have had access to.

It is true that the cut off point will be arbitréry, but White's
reliéious and educational backéround as well as her theological leanings
dictate the material that was 1likely to have influenced her.

The books known-to have -been-available to her will-be -examined =

76
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. . L . X . o1
first, that is to say, those appearing on her library lists.

John Fleetwood

A history of the life of Christ in Ellen White's library was by
the Rev. John Fleetwood.2 His interpretation of the chapter is detailed
and concise. The whole chapter was fulfilled in the generation that |
witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem. He expounds- the following conclu-
sions.3 ' _ ‘ {

1. The false christs of verses 4-5 arose between the resurrection énd
the destruction

2. The wars were waged by both Jews and Romans during this period (verses
6~7)

3. EPBarthquakes and famines were recorded during this time in both Jeru-
salem and the wider Roman world (verse 8) |

4, 'There wasg bétrayal and apostasy amongst Christians (verses 9-13)

5. The Roman armies finally laid seige to Jerusalem which was agcompanied

by a 'tribulation' never seen on such a scale at Jerusalem. This wasg

1The E. G. White Research Centre presently lists two inventories
(b. ‘F. 884). One entitled Prividte Library and the second Books in the
F. G, White Library in 1915. These are explained as being “on shelves in
E. G. White Study and in the Office and Vault."™ The Private Library seems
to be included in the second list, and it is the second inventory that -is
used in this study. There are two titles listed which were unavailable
for the present study which may have some relevant material. They are
listed as Jessica Cone, Scenes from the Life of Christ, and Wm. Hole, Life
of Jesus of Nazareth.

5 S : S . :
- John- Fleetwood, Higtory 'of the Life of CQur Lord Jesus Christ
{(Edinburgh: A. Fullerton and Co., n.d.).

3Ibia. , Pp. 210-13. _.
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fshortened' otherwise the whole nation would have been destroyed
(verses 21-22)

6. The Jews were warned against expecting a Messiah to deliver them
{(verses 23-28)

7. The Son ¢of man did come in the form of the Roman armies, his servants
as "eagles" devoured their prey (verses 26—2?)

8. 'The catastrophe to the nation is again described in symbolic language
using Isa 13:9 as an example of nations destroyed in the removing oﬁ
heavenly light, from stars, sun and moon {verse 29).

This is the c¢lassic Universalist position1 which the Millerites
and some Seventh-day Adventist writers opposed so strongly. Ellen White
would have been in basic agreement with Fleetwood's interpretation of the
chapter, at least to verse 21, but there the agreement would cease. 2As
to whether she was indebted to Fleetwood,2 or any commentator who presen-
ted such a viewpoint, would be difficult to prove. That she had{suc§ a
book with this viewpoint in her library is clear. If she was indebted
for this idea to one such commentator, then she was most certainly selec-
tive in ndt accepting their entire approach and. certainly eclectic in
accomodating another's views to finalise her own modél. There are no
similarities in the way Fleetwood and White have structured their chap-

¥

ters on the Olivet Discourse.

i . . .
It is not concliuded that Fleetwood is a Universalist as such, but
the term is used as defined in the 'Millerite' chapter.

2

John Fleetwood seems to be an assumed name, and 1767 has been
suggested as a possible publishing date, The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclo-.
" paedia,- s.v. "Fleetwood,-John." -
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Thomas Newton

Oné iﬁportant treatise in Ellen White's libraries was by Thomas
Newton,l which includes some very relevant comments én Matthew chapter
ﬁwenty-four.

This volume was well known to some of the Millerite and Seventh-
day Adventiét commentators previously reviewed. John Newton and Issac
Newton are both mentioned by Ellen White,z'but she makes no mention of
Thomas. Seeing his work was published as early as 1823, and his prqphetic
views were widely known by Ellen White's fheological forbears and tﬂe
book was in her library, it is certainly probable that she was aware of
what he wrote.

His exegesis on the Olivet Discourse is of considerable worth to
our -present study. He first concludes its relevance to‘Jerusalém.

Our Blessed Saviour treateth of the signs of his coming and the
destruction of Jerusalem from the fourth to the thirty-first verse
inclusive; by 'signs' meaning the circumstances and acc1dents, which
should forerun, usher in, and attend this great event: and I ‘am
persuaded the whole compass of history cannot furnish us with a
prophecy more exactly fulfillgd in all points than this hath been.

Erom this premise Newton proliferates data in the ensuing pages
to support the first century fulfillment. For the verses following verse
thirty-one Newton saﬁs:

- e . hé proceeds now in verse 32nd [sig] to answer the former part

of the question, as to the "time" of his comlng and the destruction
of Jerusalem.4,f

1 . .
Thomas Newton, Dissertations on the Prophecies 13th ed. {Iondon:
" W. Baynes and Son, 1823).

2 ‘s .
" Comprehensive Index to. the Writings of Ellen G. White, s.v.. "Newton.". ..

4
3Newton. p. 383, _ Ibid., p. 436,
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It can be concluded that Newton also saw the later parables and
exhortations of the chapter.as relevant for the disciples and the approa-
ching destruction that many of them would witness.

It is clear that Newton, up fo this point, does not differ widely
from some of his theological peers. His next comments show a further

. dimension he believes is in the chapter.

Hitherto we have explained this 24th chapter of St Matthew, as rela-
ting to the destruction of Jerusalem: and, without doubt, as relating
to the destruction of Jerusalem it is primarily to be understood.

But, though it is to be understood of this primarily, yet it is not to
be understood of this only; for there is no question that our Saviour
had a farther view and meaning in it.. It is usual.with the prophets
to frame and express their prophecies so ag that they shall compre-
hend more than one event, and have their several periods of comple-
tion . . . and this I conceive to be the case here, and the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem to be typical of the end of the world.l

This rather lengthy but relevant quotation shows Newton definitely sub-
scribed £5 a dual fulfillment concept. It appears, however, that he did
not see this fulfillment concerning the second édvent as overlaying the
early verses of 4-14, but that it starts to apply once the destru;tion of

i
Jerusalem comes onto the scene.

. . . our Saviour no sooner begins to speak of the destruction of -
Jerusalem, then his figures are raised, his language is swelled, and
he expresseth himself in such terms, as, in a lower sense indeed, are
applicable to the destruction of Jerusalem, but describe something
higher in their proper and genuine signification.2

It ig difficult to conclude from this statement by Newton, whether
he is referring to verse 15, (as Jerusalem itself comes into deliberate
focus) or whether he sees it starting at verse 29, for he quotes verses

. 29-31 immediately after the above quotation. He continues:

These passages, vVv.-29-3]1 in a figurative sense, -as we have seen,.

) 2
lbia., p. 440. Ibid.
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may be understood of the destruction of Jerusalem, but in their
literal sense can be meant only of the end of the world.l
From verse 31 following he is clearer:
All the subsequent discourse too, we may observe, doth not relate so
properly to the destruction of Jerusalem as to the end of the world
and the general judgement our Saviour loseth sight, as it were, of
‘his former subject, and adapts his discourse more to the latter.?
Newton has been quoted rather fully because he is a crucial writer
‘on this subject. The dual fulfillment principle is more clearly expounded
by him than by any other writer examined thus far. White obviously exhi-
bited an exposition which also used this principle extensively. It cbuld

even be postulated that she gained her knowledge of this approach to the

chapter through Newton. His Dissertations was published four years before

she was born and it was known by her theological antecedants. It was a
volume in her library. However, even here there is a missing dimension
in Newton's work. His reference to the second advent, superimposed on

t+he destruction of Jerusalem commences at the earliest at verse 15. It

f

could be argued that he seeé it initially at verse 29. Even at verse 15
he ignores the verses up to verse 14 as having meaning to the generation
that will witness the second advent. If ﬁééton aid influence Ellen.White
in the manner postulated, she applied the principle more consistently and

used 'dual fulfillment' for the whole chapter, not just the later sections.

William Hanna

Almost thirty years before Ellen White wrote her Desire of Ages,

William Hanna, a Scottish Doctor of Divinity, published his 1life of

1 2

Ibid., p. 441.

Ibid. -
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Christ.l Tt is now recognized that Ellen White was indebted to Hanna for

some material in Desire of Ages.2 Both Walter Specht and Raymond Cottrell

. . 3
state that Ellen White got some ideas from Hanna. Examples can be
given of almost verbatim guotations from the same booké Some have claimed

that Ellen White used the structure of Hanna's Life of Christ for struc-

turing Desire of Ages. Even a cursory comparison of chapter titles shows

some chapters in each book following the same content order, but théxe is
also some divergence of order which shows greater dissimilarity than
similarity. TIn a careful comparison of content of the chapter covering
the Olivet. Discourse in ﬁanna and White, there appears to be no parallel
phrases. There is basic similarity of structure as the chapter is intro-
duced around the setting of the temple and Christ's announcement of its
destruction, but this similarity could well be because of the use of the
same scripture. The only obvious similarity of wording in the introduc-
tion of the chapter is the phrase a "dark foreboding™ by Hanna and "the
foreboding of evil" by Ellen White.s f

Hanna's principles of interpretation for the chapter are very

relevant for our discussion. He was not so interested in explaining

lwilliam Hanna, Our Lord's Life on Earth, 6 vols. (Edinburgh:
Edmonton and Douglas, 1869).

2 L. )
Robert W. Olson, 101 Questions on the Sanctuary and on 'Ellen
‘White (Washington, D.C.: Ellen G. White Estate, 1981) p. 101.

31bia., p. 104.

4Cf. Desire of Ages pp. 770-71 with William Hanna, Life of Christ
(New York: American Tract Society, n.d.} p. 754. The guotations for the
remainder of this section have been taken from Hanna's 6 vol, 1869 publi-
cation. - The script of this edition is identical .to -the. one :volume_ work, = .
ILife of Christ.

SSee our Iord's Life on Barth, 4:159 cf. Desire of Ages, p. ©027.
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individual verse meaping as he was in broadly amplifying princip}es
of exposition.. He felt the Lord was giving advance warning of three
separate events.
Taking up that inguiry with the information which we now possess, we
should say that iti referred to three distinct and separate events:
(1) The destruction of the Temple; (2) The coming of Christ:
{3) The end of the world.l

Hanﬁa'sees the coming'of Christ as premillénnial and the end of
the world as post millenial.2 The coming of Christ would be to set up an
earthly kingdom for the millennial reign.

Hanna views this perspective as the "mountain” and “valley" view
with each peak apparently superimposed on the other with no obvious notice
of the valleys between the peaks.3

His relating of these three events to the twenty-fourth and
twenty-fifth chapter should be carefully noted.

1. For the disciples and the destruction of Jerusalem 24:1 to 24:29
2. For the coming of Christ, 24:29 to 25:30
3. For the final judgement 25:31 to 25:464

Hanna was confirming what most of the other commentators of this
period were concluding, that up to verse 29 waé for the first century
church. Interestingly though, he was not completely against seeing only
a first century fulfillment of verses 1-29.

Even here, however, in the first section - whose reference to the
proximate event of the destruction of Jerusalem no one can doubt -
we have instances of that double sense of the Iord's sayings, their

applying to the incident more immediately alluded to, yet carrying
alopg with them ulterior references to the future . . . .2

lIbid;; 4:161. . 2IBid;,'ll:lBO-Sl." BIbid.}f4:164—65.”

4Ibid., 4:166. 5Ibid., 4:168.
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This principle he dié not apply to the text to give an illustration of
what he was saying. He does however, use the word "blending" to describe
this pheﬁomenon.

One related comment of Hanna's ig very pertinent to the study of
the discourse: he says that just as the early disciples had difficulty
distinguishing between the events of the first advent and the second, so
the events of the second and third advents are also obscure for those
liying in the Christian dispensation.

In summary, Ellen White would have affirmed much of what Haﬁna
concluded about this chapter. However, as well as agreeing with him
that the "entire discourse" was given for therdiSCiples, she would
positively state it was not given for the disciples only. Where Hanna
timidly suggests that it probably contains further reference beyond the
disciples' time, White positively says that it does and goes on to show -
when and how.

There is similarity in principles of interpretation, but as usual,
White goes beyond this contemporary alsoc. Other research is presently in
progress which may give us a better overall viéw of the extent to which
White was influenced by Hanna. From Hanna's section "Prophecies of the

e 3
Mount" any influence would be difficult to prove.

1Ibid., 4:182 cf. Desire of Ages p. ©28.
2
Ibhid.

3Hanna has two chapters covering the discourse with the same

title.
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Theodor Xeim

Keim's life of Christ was published in 1881.1A According to the

Ellen White library lists, only vélume 6 was in her library. The volume

that deals with the Olivet Discourse was volume 5. Therefore it may have

been possible that Ellen White never even saw any of Keim's notes on the

chapter. |
Little time will be spent with his approach because he comes from

the nineteenth cent;ry German liberal schpol, and almost the whole of

his treatment of the chapter ds dealing with the authenticity of the text, H
He did not believe Jesus had recourse to prediction.2 The

majority of the text he saw not as the work of Jesus, but of a "Jewish-

3

Christian who lived towards the close of the apostelic period . . . .V

Apart! from indirect mention that the earlier sections of the
chapter had r;ference to the disciples, 4 Keim concludes nothing of sig=
nificance for. comparison in the present study. It is-doubtful wﬂether
this writer influenced Ellen White in any way, or that she even read what

he wrote on Matthew 24.

Alfred Edérsheim

In 1892 -Alfred Edershem's two volume work on the life of Christ.

5 . X . ; .
was published.” Like many of the publications of this time on this subject

1Theodor Keim, History of Jesus of Nazareth, 6 vols. (London:
Williams and Norgate, 1881).

4
2Ibid., p. 228. 3Ibid., p. 237. Ibid., p. 243.

SAlfred Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus_the—Messiah, 2 vols.

(London: Iongmans, Green, and Co., 1892).
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(including Desire of Ages) Edersheim's work is really an historical-devo~

tional narrative df the life of Christ as portrayed in the gospels. It is
general exposition rather than detailed exegesis.
On the discourse in general, he says the disciples could not have
. . . conjoined the desolation of the Temple with the immediate Advent

of Christ into His Kingdom and the end of the world, their guestion to '
Christ was twofold: When will these things be? and, what would be the i
i

signs of His Royal Advent and the consummation of the 'Age'? On the
former the Lord gave no information; to the latter His Discourse on
the Mount of Olives was directed.l '
Edersheim is not denying that the chapter mentions the destruction of
Jerusalem, but hé is saying that the signs apply primarily to the advent.
He is difficult to follow in some of his interpretation. This
could be the result of the confusion that he feels the Synoptic writers
brought into their own understanding of Christ's words.2 He appears how-
ever, to concludé that even though £he early signs of the chapter were not
signs of the destruction of Jerusalem, they were recognisged by thg dis;
ciples as part of their times. fhe teaching given was intended for prac-
tical purposes.3
Oon versé'l4 he is more specific and says the Gospel of the King-
dom shall be preached in all the inhabited earth for a testimony to all
nations. “This, then, is réally the only sign of "the End' of the
present 'age'."4 He saw between the destruction of Jerusalem and the
second advent a period of time apparently protracted.

Some of Edersheim's pre-suppositions need to be known before we

: 2. 3. .
lIbid., 2:433. Ibid., 2:450. Ihid., 2:445.

4 5
Ibid., 2:448, Ihid., 2:449.
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can asgess his positipn outlined above. He spends ten pages of the chap-
ter outlining the rabbinical view of the age to come to giﬁe background -
to the discourse.l He also believed in the future conversion of the Jews,2
which directly influenced ﬁis view of the church iﬁ this chapter. The
admonition of Christ for the church was "dim" and "general" and delibe-
'rately veiled for her sake.3

For the purpose of this study we neéd'not proceed further in as- i
certaining Edersﬁeim's view of the chapter. Regardipg interpretation i
there are little, if any, parallels with Ellen White's views. Concerning
éimilarity ofl narrative, there are parallels in the description of the
magnificence of the Jerusalgm temple. 8Single word parallels could be

established, but there is no parallel in phraseology.

Ibid., 2:434-45. Ibid., 2:449 >1bid., 2:449-50.




CHAPTER VI

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE OLIVET DISCOURSE BY
ELLEN WHITE'S NON-SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

CONTEMPORARIES: PART II ‘

Ag noted in the preliminary remarks to Chapter VvV, the extent
to which this discussion of White's contempararies extends needs to be
arbitrarily limited. lIn the previous chapter those Works were examined
that were found on her library shelves at.the time of her death in 1915.
As the recorders of her library invéntory note, because a hook was
found in her library does not necessarily provershe waé.familiar with it.
It would have been possible for her larger office library to have in it
'books”used, or even purchased, by her literary assistants. Howevér, as
an initial gpproach these have been assessed separately. ‘

Apart from he; library, Ellen White obviously "breathed in an
air" that was in a sense pre-determined by her cultural and theological
surroundings. She.was brought up a Methodiét.l-;She.early came under
the intense influence of the preachers of the Second Advent awakening,
with all the Protestant'presupﬁositiOHS-and persuasions.that it carried
with it. She laboured.in a church that saw itself as the 'restorers of

truth' and the final link in a chain that reached through a lengthy

heritage rich in theological insights.

lEllen G, White, Life Sketches -of Ellen.G. White  (Mountain Vlew,
Ccalifornia: Pacific Press, 1915} p. 24-25.
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The extent to which she was influenced by this "air" will probably

never be determined. This chapter,however, assumes the milieu of her

life work and will examine a sampling of authors to assess their treat-
ment of the Olivet Discourse. Only works puﬁlished before 1900 will be
examined {that is to be contempcrary with, or antecedant to Desire of
égfff 1898). Only those writers who have direct bearing on the discussion
will be included in this chapter, other writers who have heen examined

and answer the above criteria, but have no specific-contribution to the i

present study are included in the Bibliography. Some have been annotated.
Adam Ciarke

Adam Clarke,l the well known Methodist commentaﬁor, was used and
read widely among early Adventists,2 including Ellen Whité.3 -Clarke
appears to reach a new height in applying the total chapter to the
experiences of the first century Jewish nation; specifically right up
to the end of verse 43 the applicaticn is made to the Jews. Thié isg
then followed by general admonition for them.4

The reader has no doubt observed, in the preceding chapter, a series

of the most striking and solemn predictions, fulfllled in the most
literal, awful, and dreadful manner.>

1 .. .

Adam Clarke, New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
2 vols. {New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, n. d,) He appears to have
written his commentary between 1810-1826.

2 . . .
Eg. see Last Day Tokens p. 43; His Glorious Appearing p. 33.

3
Great Controversy, p. 547.

4Clarke,-l:226—36.

Ibid., p. 236.
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He makes no direct reference to the chapter having meaning to the
second advent. He acknowledges his indebtedness to Josephus and Bishop

(Thomas) Newton.l

Albert Barnes

Barnes completed his New Testament Commentary and a section of
2 .
the 0ld, between 1832 and 1853. Hig interpretation of how Jesus answers

‘the disciples' guestion is pertinent:

This he does, not by noticing them distinctly, but by intermingling
the descriptions of the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the
world, so that it is sometimes difficult to tell to what particular
subject his remarks apply. The principle on which this combined
description of two events was spoken appears to be, that they could
be described in the same words, and therefore the accounts are inter-
mingled. 3

Barnes, in general, shows how the chapter fits the first century,
but does not demonstrate specifically how the dual fulfillment principle
is to be applied. It could be noted in passing that "Intermingled" was

i

. . 4
an expression Ellen White used.

Matthew Henry

. 5 . .
Matthew Henry's commentary was published in 1864, a year after

the Seventh-day Adventist Church was organised. On the subject at hand

Yvia., p. 225.

2 .
Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament, 27 vols. (Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Baker Book House, 1962).

3Ibid., 17:251.

4 .
E.g§. Desire of Ages, p. 628.

5 L '
Matthew Henry, Exposition of the 0ld and New Testaments, 9 vols.
{London: James Nishet and Co., 1864).
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he states:
« +» . this prophecy, under the type of Jerusalem's destruction, looks
as far forward as the general judgement, and as is usual in prophecies,
some passages are most applicable to the type, and others to the
antitype, and toward the close, as usual, it points more particularly
to the latter.

Henry sees the chapter as having specific meaning to those who would be

associated with the destruction of Jerusalem, but makes it clear that the

second advent also appears strongly in the far distance.2

'Frederic W. Farrar

In the E. G. White library inventory, Dean E. W, Farrar is listed

as the author of Life and Work of St. Paul (presumably this should be F. W.).

His equally well known work on the Life of Christ is not listed.3

Farrar does not exegete the chapter but his principle of interpre-
tation is similar to that of Hanna and Newton.

It is evident, from comparing St. Luke with the other Synoptists,
that Jesus turned the thoughts of the disciples to two horizons, one
near and one far off, . . . one was the type of the other, the judge-
ment upon Jerusalem, followed by the establishment of the Church on
earth, foreshadowed the judgement of the world, and the establishment
of Christ's kingdom at His second coming.4'

and as we learn from many other passages of Scripture, these signs,
as they ushered in the destruction of Jerusalem, go shall reappear
on a larger scale before the end of all things is at hand.>

Farrar is undoubtedly as close, or closer, to White's position

than either Hanna or Newton. Unfortunately he is not as specific on some

2
llbid., 7:347. Ibid., see p. 357 on vv. 29-31,.

3Frederic W. Farrar, Life of Christ (London: Cassell and Company., i
1874) . |
' |

“Ibia., p. 519. Ibid., p. 521.
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of the passages as would be necessary to make a detailed comparison. In

Principle it is a very similar approach to White's appfaisal.

Christopher Wordsworth

The renowned Anglican commentator, Christopher Wordsworth, pens
' some relevant comments in his commentary on Christ's Olivet Discourse.
Here is the clue to the interpretation of this chapter. Our Lord's
prophecy has a double reference, - to the judgement of Jerusalem, and
to that of which that judgement was a type, viz. His second Coming
to judge the world.2
Wordsworth goes on to say: _ v |
It is to be cbhserved, that several Future Events, however distant from
each other, seem to be represented by Prophecy as contemporaneocus,
till one of those events is near, and detaches itself from the others,
and then the true sense of the Prophecy becomes more clear.3
Wordsworth is clear that the prophecy right throughout and inclu-
. 4 ~ | .
ding verse 34 has a double reference to these two events. Particularly
does he spend time expounding that verse 15 and the "abomination of
desolation" has reference first to ragan Rome in A.D. 70, and further to
5
the church at large by Papal Rome.

Wordsworth can also be added to that growing group who saw the

'dual fulfillment' principle véry much the same way as White saw it.

Cunningham Geikie

During 1881 and 1882 the church's Sabbath School lessons were on

1
Wordsworth, New Testament of Our lLord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
2 vols. (London: Rivingtons, 1877).

2 . 5
ibid., 1:85. 3Ibid. 41pia., p. 89. Tbhid., p. 86.
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. .1 :
Life and Words of Christ was recommended as extra reference materlal.2

Geikie takes the position common to his time and background that
the whole chapter can be taken as fitting the events of the first century.3
The chapter moves to its climax in the parabolic sections, with-emphasis
on preparedness. These sections bear more particularly on the second
advent. Geikie does, however, see the "ti@es of the gentiles" occupying
the space between the destruction of Jerusalem and the advent.4

In the fifth and sixth chapters we have analysed the views on non-’
Seventh-day Adventist writers who were known to White, or who were promi-
nent in and before her time. Several considerations emerge from this
review.

In general terms it can be concluded that the non-Seventh-day
Adventist commentators were gloser to White's views than either Millerite
ox Seventh-daf Adventist. Hanna, Newton, Farrar, Wordsworth, Barnes, ahd
Henry all clearly enunciate the principle of 'dual fulfillment?.; Though
most of them show only the first century fulfillment, they state ‘the
principle clearly for its application to the generation before the Advent.

The Millerites and Seventh-day Adventist writers had reacted to
some who adopted the first century fulfillment only. They had not recog-

nized that a significant number of non-Seventh-day Adventist commentators

lCunningham Geikie, Life and Words of Christ, new ed. (London:
James Nisbet and Co., 1891).

2 ] . .
W. C. White and D. E. Robinson, "Brief Statements Regarding the
Writings of Ellen G. White," DF 389, 1933. Ellen G, White Research Centre.

.3 4_ .,
Ibid., pp. 631-36. Ibid., p. 635.
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who would witness the Advent. Ellen White adopted a view that was much

wider than her Iimmediate reLigious-context. A1l of the non;Seventh~déy

Adventist commentators saw verse 21 as being the tribulation that was

coﬁnected with the destruction of Jerusalem, and none of them specifically

stated it had reference to the Papél persecution of the church. In inter-

lpreting verse 29 and the cosmic signs, no mention was made at all that i
- they cbﬁld have been literal events of the eighteenth or nineteenth century,
even by those commentators that had lived during this period. Exegetically
this is explainable; because verse 29 sequentialiy follows verse 21, and,

if wverse 21 meant the destruction of Jerusalem then verse 29 had to follow
the tribulation of A.D; 70. Therefore, the events of 1780 and 1833 could
not be associated with the destruction. Those who saw the chapter as also
having meaning to the second comiﬁg associated the cosm?c signs with the
actual 'appearance;' It seems as though the non~Seven£h—day Adventist
writers during this period viewed the distinctive viéws of the Millerites
and the Seventh—day Adventists as not worthy of mention, as there 'is no

attempt even to refute what was being claimed by'thé Adventists.

The final chaper will endeavour to define the implications of

White's exposition, as seen against the background of her contemporaries.




CHAPTER VIX
CONCLUSION

This final chapter will deal with the evidence of the preceding
‘ chapters under two headings: firstly, Ellen White's indebtedness to

cther writers; secondly, the implications of White's interpretation of

the Clivet Discourse.

Ellen White's Indebtednéss to Other Writers

The influence other writers may have had on Ellen White, will be
reviewed from two perspectives: firstly, actual verbatim borrowing of
words or phrases and secondly, the similar use of ideas or basic philosophy
of approach.

Verbatim borrowings in the writings of White, in regard to this

chapter, are difficult to prove. It has already been shown that 'in areas

of the Desire of Ages White did borrow directly from other Writers.1

Regarding what she wrote on the Olivet Discourse and the material that
has been examined in this study, there is in fact only an occasional
word that could be labelled borrowing.

It has already been n.otac"i‘2 that the terms "blended" and "inter-

1
See Olson, pp. 101, 103-105.

2
See pages 84 and 90 for. "blended", "intermingled" etc..

95
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fulfillment' phenom;pon inherent in the chapter. Bowever, it copld be
argued that there would only be a limited number of synonyms for this
concept, and the chances of different writers using the same word is not
remote. White herself used seﬁeral different phrases to describe the

1
term. -

The difficulty in concluding definite dependence can be illust-

rated by comparing statements from Desire of Ages with Hanna's Life of
Christ. The general similarity of the intreductions to the Olivet sermon
that there is among many o} the writers on the subject has already been
notea.2 This can be clearly illustrated by using Hanﬁa and White.
. . . Christ lingered yet a little while reluctant to take what he
knew would be his last sight of its sacred interior. At last, how-

ever, sadly and slowly he departs.

Slowly and regretfully Christ left forever the precincts of the
temple.4 ' '

That there is a general similarity as to expression cannot be denied, but
. . T

a comparison of other authors will alsc show general similarities. It

would be extremely tenuous to conclude dependence on the word "slowly",

the only word directly common to the two passages.

Ay
It can be clearly concluded from the works examined on the Olivet

i
See p. 1l1.
2
See p. 82.

3 .
Hanna, I.ife of Christ, p. 556.

4
White, Desire of Ages, p. 626.
5

If the introductions to the Olivet Discourse sections of Fleet-
wood (pp. 208-9); Keim (pp.-225-26); Edersheim (pp. 431-32); Farrar

(pp. 254-57); Geikie (pp.-515-17)_are compared general similarities of
content are obvious.
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Discourse, that the verbatim similarities between White and her contem-
poraries are not significant.

The second area of influence that now needs to be determined is

the similarity of overall interpretation. In Chapter II it was shown
that White used wvv. 21-22 énd v. 29 of Matthew chapter 24 to show that the
' cosmic signs that appeared in 1780 and 1833 were to be seen in these
verses. This was termed the 'historical continucus' interpretation.l In
examination of Millerite and Seventh-day Adventist literature it was
demonstrated that this also was, almost without exception, their conclu-
sions on v. 29.2 It can therefore be concluded that in adopting this
interpretation, White was operating out of a contemporary environment
that directly influenced her conclusions. This s not to say that White
borrowed or copied this view, she obviously felt that the exposition was
correct, and as a Seventh-day Adventist she believed it, and her

Millerite experiences demanded it.

However, if the conclusions of Chapter II are correct and the
'historical continuous' interpretation was not the definitive way in
which the Olivet Discourse was to be interpreted, then to whom was White

indebted for this 'dual fulfillment' concept.-

1
See p. 1B6.

2, . . . . .

Miller was the only exception in the 'Millerite' literature,
apart from Kapff, who was a German and therefore did not witness the
cosmic activity. There were no exceptions in the S.D.A. contemporaires.

3Therresearcher's concept of inspiration does not rule out direct
revelation, or White's own study as a valid possibility of her knowledge
of this principle. However, the issue here is to see if other writers
knew of it.




98

The Millerite 1itérature does not reveal it, Kapff, who hinted
at the possibility, nevertheless, did not demonstrate his thinking on it.
Fven if Kapff's principle could be defined and applied, it is doubt ful
if White was aware of his work, because it origiﬁated in Europe, probably
at Tubingen.

Seventh-day Adventist literature is silent on the principle

. 1. . . :
until after 1912, Spicer 1is almost certainly echeing Desire of Ages as

he implemented the principle in Signs of Christ's Coming. Bible Readings

2 . . X e . . .
of 19157 is certainly using the 'dual fulfillment' principle in verbatim

quotation from Desire of Ages. 1Initially the exception may appear to be

E. J. Waggoner, who talks of the "perspective" view.3 In his text Wag-
goner is guoting the term but he gives no further indication of its origin.
If we can rely on a definition of the term from his ?ime, 4 the "perspec-
tive" view isrnot SYynonymous with 'dual fulfillment.' It appears to be
two prophecies in the one passage, one following the other but tbe per-
specitve of time between them is left indistinct. Waggoner's phrase "it
cannot be denied that a small portion of his language applies equally to
éach“5 seems to indicate 'dual fulfillment.' gowever, his additional
statement "Nevertheless, he has so fully distinguished between them that

6
ne careful reader of the Bible is in danger of confounding them" leaves

1 o .
Spicer, Signs cof Christ's Coming, p. 12.

2
Bible Readings, (1915} p. 312.

3 . .
Waggoner, Prophetic Lights, P. 121.

4 .
G. R. Beasley-Murray, Jesus and the Future (London: MacMillan &
Company, 1954) pp. 131-35.

5 ' 6. .
Waggoner, p. 121. Ibid.
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no doubt as to his ipterpretation of "perspective." It could be remembered
that White was most likely well aware of Waggoher's book, as the Echo
.Publishing House was distributing it when she arrived in Australia.
It would seem that White did not gain the 'dual fulfillment’
principle from the Millerites or hér Seventh~day Adventist contemporaries.
' Héwever, as the preceding two chapters have demonstrated, the principle
was widely known and used by both her Protestant forbears and her contem-
poraries. At 1eas£ two of these were in her 1ibrary,1 and several others
were possibly known to her.2 While she did not conform in every detail to
their exegesis, she was following the same principle in her own Seventh-
day Adventist context. Farrar in particular articulated hermeneutical
criteria that most nearly matched Ellen White's own interpretation.
The question as to whether White is indebted to Farrar or ény of
the other non-Seventh-day Adventist authors for her treatment of

Matthew 24, cannot with certainty be demonstrated. That it was available -

f

to her is certainly demonstrable.
- Whether White borrowed the 'dual fulfillment' principle or not,
we are faced with the indisputable fact that sﬁe used it to develop what
became a unique interpfetation of the Olivet Discourse among her Seventh-
day Adventist peers. This she adopted, even théugh it was affirming what
many of them were denying, that the first fourteen verses had any meaning

to the disciples before the destruction of Jerusalem. White did not deny

1
“Hanna and Newton.

2 . -
Barnes, Wordsworth, Henry, Geikie and Farrar.
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and a breadth not realized by them. If we assume that she borrowed this
principle that was available to her, we are faced with the ability White
showed to select theological options and discard others. Whether this

ability was acquired discernment, orx divine superintendence in selection,

it does not detract from the ability.

. It is the conclusion of the researcher in this section, that if
Ellen White did indeed borrow from her non-Seventh-day Adventist contem-—
poraries, her position as 'messenger of the Lord' is not down gfaded but -
indeed enhancgd. That is, apart from recording what she was shown, at

least on this occasion, she had the ability to select a principle that

was more adequate than those of her immediate contemporaries.

Implications of Ellen White's Interpretation

of the Olivet Discourse

If Ellen White has only a pastoral role in the church, apd used : 1
scripture in homiletic manner only, then she does not have to satisfy
any stringent exegetical criteria in her interpretation. But, if the
presupposition is correct that White does reveél exegetical insights
then a harmony of approach must be attempted.

Ostensibly we are faced with a contradiction between her 'dual
fulfillment' and her ‘'historical-continuocus' interpretation. White
appears to have left the contradiction unresolved, in a similar manner

to which Christ left the original discourse to His disciples. - e .

leaving the disciples to study out the meaning for themselves."l

1
White, Desire of Ages, p. 628.
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On pages 19-21 some of the exegetical difficulties have been shown

in connection with the 'historical-continuous' interpretation. As far as

this discussion is concerned in endeavéuring to harmonize White's approach
the real area of tension centres arocund v. 29 and the cosmic signs. It
is significant in our assessment to note that in recent years these 'signs'
'hgve been reappraised. The 'dark day' is now stated to have been origi-
nated by “naturai causes“; and terms such as "mysterious," "unexplained
phenoma" or "superﬁatural"2 can now be abandoned. This abandonment does
not deny God using a natufal event to strgngthen the faith of believers
in their interpretation of certain scriptures. Concerning thé 'falling
stars,' long ago Bliss pointed out that the uniqueness of the metecoric
shower in 1833 was not its single occurence but its display was bettex
than the ones before or after 1833.3 Astronomers have been aware of this
for decades, though acknowledging the significance of the 1833 display.4
The gquestion today is not whether these cosmic signs were; meaning-
ful to the believers of the time, or even if they We;e a fulfillmént of
prophecy, but what relevance do they have for believers 200 years after
the first sign appeared? If the final generation that is to witness the

second coming is to see "all these things," that is, the signs of the

chapter corporately, then it is a question of looking forward as well as

1
Tadventist Review 157(22 May 1980) :693-696, 701

2White,’ Great Controversy, pp. 306-307.

3.,
“Bliss, p. 49.

4
See "Great Leonid Meteor Shower of 1966," Sky and Telescope . .
{(January, 1967) pp. 410,
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back. If it is necessary to consult encyclopaedias to inform thg current
generation that these things even occurred, then we do injustice to the
context in which they were originally given.

Apparently there is a conflict between the two metheds of inter-
pretation that White has left us. Tb assume that she did not recognize
this is unlikely.  White lived in expectation of an imminent return and
wrote out of that context. She not only confirms the historical fulfill-

ment through which the Seventh-day Adventist Church emerged, but her work

contains a ﬁimension‘that would be relevant should the imminent return be
delayed.

This principle can be demonstrated from her use of the term
"great tribulation” (see pages 14-15 ). White says this was fulfilled
in the pagan and Papal persecutions. She was looking back on history for
the 1260 years of Papal dominance was ended. However, she alsb éould
léok beyond her day and say that the "great tribulation® was also yet
future, that it would occur immediately prior to the second comigg. In
one place White interprets the "great tribulation" as it fitted the 'his-
torical-continuous' model of interpretation. In another place she uses
it as it applies in her 'dual fulfillment' scheme. It seems safe to
concludé that what the "messenger" illustrates would be safe for the
church to emulate, The illustration of the "great tribulation® has been
- used, but the principle would be valid for any specific sign of the
chapter including the cosmic signs of verse 29.

The 'historical-continuous' method leaves the Seventh-day

Adventist Church poised in the middle of verse 29 waiting for the “shaking
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Aof the powers of heayen,? the only sign (in the Olivet Discourse) between
the present and the parousia. If we continue to hold that the events of
1780 and 1833 fulfilled the first half of verse 29, we must also be
consistent and say the preceding portions of the chapter are past and i

have no present meaning. To continue to use the preliminary signs as

applying in the present while postulating the cosmic signs are past é
violates the natural import and seguence inhgrent in the chapter. It
may conform to topical study of scripture, bﬁt not to exposition. It
also leaves unanswered the relationship between White's use of thé two
distinct methods, and it fails to use her most detailed suggestion for
exegesis.

The ever-increasing time gap between the early Advent movement
and the present Seventh—@ay Adventist Church, will only heighten the
tension between these two methods of interpretation. They can not now
be used as mutual options viable at the one time. They cannot be stood
astride hoping to maintain both, for time produces an ever widen{hg gap,
and an inevitable split.

The apparent contradiction could be solved by acknowledging that
the 'historical-continuous' method of interpretaﬁion now needs to be
retired. Not discarded and its_validity denied, .for this would sever our
origins. Its authenticity needs to be reaffirmed but its obsolescence

admitted.l The "Messenger" has clearly defined and presented the model to

1 . R .

This may appear contradictory, but it is made in reference to use
a given interpretation has to time, and not in regard to its inherent
accuracy. That is, the application of Matt 24:29 to the cosmic activity
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of 1780 and 1833, was valid for the Millerite and early Seventh-day
Adventist believers. The validity of their interpretation should not be
evaluated by contemporary norms. Each generation exegetes within its own
time, understanding and available data. FHence due to the passing of
years, a view from a previcus time can be regarded as obsolete but not
invalid. New wine may not fit intoc old wine skins, but they were quite
suitable for the original contents. To retire an obsolete model is no
reflection on its original value or even its authenticity.
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