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An lnquiry Into the Nature And Tcndcncy of Spcculativc Freemasonry, the first person account
by former mason ]ohn G. Sterns, was written to providc a historical account of Free Masonry and to
warn the reader aboutits dangcrs. “Free Masonry isan imposturc, that is founded in error, and opposcd
to the Christian rcligion and the free institutions of our country.” The author accuses Masonry of tak-
ing verses from the Bible and transforming them to fit their needs, wich direct cxamplcs. According to
Sterns, masons are under no obligation to hclp anyonc who is not a mason. If a criminal, who is also a
mason, is brought to trial and givcs the signal of distress and the judgc or members of the jury are ma-
sons, by oath thcy are to risk their lives to save the criminal. Through multiplc cxamplcs, Sterns states
that masons have no authority to administer oaths, much less to administer them under the pcnalty of
death (as in the case of William Morgan of Batavia, NY). Reader, heed the author's words with caution:
“There is wrong in those who administer the oaths; thcy know that the candidate is ignorant of the
solemn vows which he is about to make; and thcy have good reason to believe, that if he were not, he
would never consent to make them.”

The Genesce Valley Historical Reprint Series is an effort of Milne Library, SUNY Genesco.
Editorial Board: Elizabech Argentieri, Allison P Brown, Joseph Easterly, Cyril Oberlander
Summary by Mikah McMillan
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RECOMMENDATIONRS,

* We have just had the pleasure of perusing a little
volume, entitled, ¢ An Inquiry into the Nature and Tend-
ency of Speculative Free Masonry, by John G. Stearns,
Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Paris. It does
seem to us, that the grounds assuined by the author of
this work, to prove the anti-christian nature and tend-
ency of Free Masonry, are such as cannot be shaken ;
and we wish every person who has a desire to obtaip
‘more light’ on this subject, would procure one of the
books.”—Cuzenovia Monitor.

‘*“The second edition of a work, entitled, ‘ An Inquiry
into the Nature and Tendency of Speculative Free Ma-
sonry, by John (. Stearns, minister of the gospel,’ has
been some time before us. From the notices which we
had seen of it, and from a cursory reading of the first
edition, we were in somie degree prepared to be interest.
ed in its contents ; and we are happy to say, that a care
ful and unprejudiced attention to it, has produced the
fulfillmont of our expectations, It is not 1o ho ranke!
mong that cluss of books, the merits of which oxtend
only buyond the titlo pago. Tt is not the mushroon of
tdny-—tho oflspring of speculation—nor did it originally
expect the reward of popular favor.”— L Lloy Guzcite.

“This valuable work, * An Inquiry into the Nature and
Tendency of Speculative Freo Masonry,” should be in
the hands of every family in the United States. 1t is an
able and candid investigation of the principles of Ma-
sonry, and of their influence upon society. The author.
in a clear and kind manner, proves that Masonry pre
tends to be a religious system,” &c.— Western Star.

“Those who have perused the Rev. Mr. Stearns’ mas-
terly ‘ Inquiry into Masonry,” will be gratified to learn.
that another work on the same subject has just been
published by the same author. A hasty perusal of it en-
ables us to say, that the literary reputation acquired by
its learned and pious author, from his former publication,
18 amply sustained by the present. It is entitled ‘Plain
Truth.””— Boston Free Press.

“ We cannot conelude, without assuring the reader, in
the strongest terms, that it, (the Inquiry into Masonry,)
is one of the most interesting volumes ever issued from
the American press.”— National Obsereer.
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fxtract of a Letter to a gentleman in Pompey, from his friend in
C‘onnecticut, dated —-, May 3, 1827.

“ [ have always been sorry that I did not take a dozen
of & sort of tyour books ; but what I had have done @
sreat deal of good. They soon overturned our neighbor
hood, and have been lent far and near : are now in Mun
son, and & man there told me, last winter, that Stearny’
Inquiry was worth its bigness in gold, and he would pay
me any money for it, for he wanted it to carry to his
winister to read, as he was a Mason.”—Cazenovia Mon .-
Loy, ,

Extract of & Letter from a Mason, to his friend in Bostonl.

“ DEAR FrieNn :—I1 have read with attention the ad-
dress of Rev. J. (1. Stearns, on the subject of masonry,
and have derived therefrom great pleasure and profit. I:
is worth its weight in gold, It appears to me, that put
this book into the hands of any one, Mason or anti-Ma-
son, whose mind is not impervious to conviction, and hLe
will flee from a Lodge as from a pestilence which walk-
eth at noonday. The source from whence this work
emanated, being of a high and respectable character, it
anybody reads and will not be convinced, he would not,
though one should rise from-the dead.”—Dboston Frec
Press.

~The First Baptist Church of Chriat in Paris, to all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the public, Greeting :—

Wicreas, false reports have gone abroad respecting the character
of Elder John 3, Stearns, that'he is a liar, a dissipated person, ex-
cluded from the fellowship of this church, and not in fellowship
with any church, and these reports doubtless designed to destroy
nis influence and the inflnence of his publication on the *‘ Nature
and Tendency of Speculative Free Masonry ;** we therefore feel it
-our duty to state, that Elder Stearns has been a member of our
church more than three years ; he came to us well recommended, a3
to his christian character, and as a minister of the gospel. He has,
while with us, ever maintained a good character, as it respects
truth, temperance and sobriely. He is still in fellowship with uns.
not onm brother, but as 8 preacher of the Fospel of our Lord
Jesus ; and we think he is ip fellowsh ? with our sister
charches, exem where the influence and spirit of Masonry predom-
inate. Af to the book above named, we do not think it was writ-
ten for lucrative purposes, as has been suggested by some, but from
3 gensc of duty which he owed the canse of Christ In. the world,
and we do recommend it to all who wish well to Zion, as being
worthy of _ By order of the Chmrch,

Panis, MargRal, 1527, AMOS MOORE, Clerk pro ter.

o
*



PREFACE TO TIHE SINTH EDITION.

Many velumes have been writton and published to the
world, pretending toembrace the origin, nature and tend-
ency of ['ree Masonry. Most ot the standard works of
the institution have identified it with the Bible, making
its origin {rom God, its nature divine, and its influence
the most salutary on the cternal felicity of the sonl.
'This work is designed to show that Freo Masonry is an
imposture ; that it is founded in error, and is opposed to
the Christian religion and to the free institutions of our
country. .

The Author has been & Free and Accepted Mason. He
has taken the first three degrees. So far, therefore, lie
ean speak of the institution from his personal knowl-
vdge. His leading object has been to expose the religi-
ous pretensions of Free Masonry.

Great changes have taken place on this subject within
some 30 years. When the first edition of this book was
published, early in the summer of 1826, scarcely any-
thing was said throughout the land in opposition to that
institution. It was at the height of ity popularity. Soon.
however, circumstances occurred in the kidnapping and
murder of a free citizen, for violating masonic obliga-
tions, which aroused the whole country against Masonry.
Under the intense excitement, its secrets, from the low-
v8t to the highest degree, were exposed to the rude gaze
of the uninitiated. The dark veil was lifted up, and the
abominations of Free Masonry were brought to light.
(iood men, by scores and hundreds came out and public-
ly renounced and denounced it. Lodges were disband.
ed, charters given up, and it really seemed for awhile,
that throughout the Northern States, especially, the in-
stitution was annihilated.

But the old serpent, though terribly bruised and man-
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gled, was not dead. Its wounds, which seemed to be
deadly, were soon being healed. After a few years, there
began to be signs of life—Lodges began to be revived.
And now, in 1858, only about thirty years since the sup-
posed overthrow of the institution, it is coming up in all
directions. In some sections it is getting to be as popu-
lar and powerful as it was before the “ Morgan outrage.”

The young men of our country know but little what
their fathers passed through in the struggle to suppress
this overgrown secret association. They have read but
little, for the publications containing information on this
subject have been carefully picked up and put out of the
way. But few of them are now te be found. Hence
these young mon are ignorantly rushing to the dark
chambers of Masonry ; and among them are to be seen
church members and pastors of churches. And what is
passing strange, above all things elge, some of these
ministers once etood in the anti-masonic ranks: were
publicly known as opposers of Frec Magonry. They
have now turned about, and have gone with their Qyer
open, and have submitted to the foolery of being Lood-
winked and cabls towed, and have identified themselves
with an institution which, but a foew years ago, they de.
nounced as corrupt—as blasphemous and murderous '
What will not men do for a little popularity ?

If the first edition of this book wag demanded, and of
this the writer has not a doubt, the demand for the
present edition is equally pressing. He has often been
interrogated within a few years, “ when are you going to
give us a new edition of your anti-masonry ¥ He now

answers, here it is. And may the Lord bless it, as he
has done in years past.

CLINTON, N. Y., 1858.
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INTRODUCTION.

P
e

THE AUTHOR'S REASONS
FOR WRITING AND PUBLISHING AGAINST FREEMASONDY .

‘* Men, Brethren and Fathers: Iear ye my defense which ] inake
now unto you.”—Acts, xxii. 1,

Permit me to lay before you a narrative of the
circumstances which induce me to write and
publish against Freemasonry. I do this that
you may judge whether my motives deserve to
be impugned. Self-defensc, however, delicate, is
justifiable. To this, an inspired apostle, whosc
“words I have just quoted, frequently had rccourse.

I became a freemason before I made a profes-
gion of the Christian religion. The motives
which influenced me to join the fraternity were
principally these—an anxiety to know the won-
derful secret; I was doing business and it would
be a help to me; it Woulg place me among hon-
orable men, and as I supposed, in a good moral
society. These motives 1 confess, were not jus-
tifiable. I paid fifteen dollars to Champion
Lodge, No. 146, for which I received the sublime
science contained in the first three degrees.

Though masonry was very far from being what
I expected to find it, yet being young and ambi-
tious, I was somewhat pleased with the notion
of being a mason, and determined to be “&right.”
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I therefore devoted considerable time in coni-
mitting to memory the obligations and lectures,
some ot which became as familiar to me as my
A, I3, and C.  About this time, a reformation
commenced i the place where I resided, and
my attention was called to the concerns ol the
soul. I then lost my relish for masonry. 1 pro-
fes<ed hope in Christ, and united with the Sec-
ond Daplist Chureh in Rutland, Jofferson Co.,
N. Y. i :Lf':'*ll(l(‘ll. IJ(Nl“_’;i‘, ]ll(!uf,ings ONee Or RUBTER
only, (I huave forgotien which,) affer | ounited
with the chureh, The fast mecting 1 attended,
Taaid to my=elf——<"This iy no place for christinng;
trere s nothing here they can rvelish; T ithink |
shadl never he seen heve again 1 then, in heart,
renounced masonry., I had not walked with the
Lodge one year. From that day to the present
[ have not been within the fonr walls of o ma-
sonic Lodge in the character of @ mason. With-
out looking at the nature of the oaths I had te-
ken, or at the validity of' the hieh claims of the
institution, 1 took it for granted that it was moral,
and felt bound by my oblications to speak in 1ts
favor. Butwhen I began to look at it, and com-
pare 1t with the Bible, 1 Lecame sottled in mv
onviction, that it was somethine with which
christians should have nothine to do,

In the fail of 1819 T wag received as o student
i the  Literary and Theological Seminary at
Hamilton, N. Y. In my examination I was en-
quired of whether I was a mason. I answered
in the aftirmative. I was then requested to dis-
‘pense with masonry while a member of that
schiool. I replied that I had already made up
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my mind never to have anythiny more to do
20tth masonry.

I began to query as to the binding nature of
masonic oaths; and ventured to throw off the
shackles so far as to speak my mind freely in
Mmany instances, on the dangerous tendency of
the Institution in matters of religion.  In the
year 1828, 1 removed to the First Baptist Church
i Paris, where o series of cirenmsbunces took
e which led me o more close examination
of the institution, and ultimately o publish
agninst i, These civeumstances originated from
the exclusion of an individual mason (formerly
deacon) from the fellowship of the churel. 'Phis
took place the year betore I commenced my la-
bors in the place.  He was not, however, exclud-
ed for being o muson, nor for anything which
arose from masonry. That was not once named
as a matter of difficulty with him in the whole
course of labor. T'he¢ inconsistent part taken by
his masonic brethren after his exclusion, to re-
store him to the fellowship of the church, opened
Iny eyes to see more extensively the evils of the
institution. Application was once made to me
to “aid and assist” in this affair, particulariy as
&€ mason.

In consequence of some opposition to his ex-
clusion, which appeared more fully after his ex-
pulsion, an extensive council was called to inves-
tigate the matter. The decision of the council
was—that he merited exclusion, but the church
had acted too hastily, seeing there were a nuni-
ber opposed to it, that they ought to confess their
vant of deference to the views of the minority,

A2
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and that the minority on this confession ought:
to resume their travel. The church confessed, but
the minority did not take their travel. Great ex-
ertions began to be made to get the excluded
brother back intothe church. He made several
partinl confessions, but none of which were sat-
1slactory, his conduct being more inconsistent.
after his exelusion than betore.  Ilig masonice
brethren proposed, that it we could not walk with
him, to give him a letter, and let him join some
other church, which conld walk with him.

After the minority, who appeared to be under
the influence of the excluded mason, had neg-
leeted their travel about one year, and it being
pretended by them that his case had not been
tairly tried, 1t was agreed to send for the same
council which had Investigated the matter one
year before. By their request, three churches,
whose ministers were masons, were added. An
extensive council convened. 'The whole affair
was re-examined. The council labored that day,
the most part of the night, and a part of the
next day, and could come to no result. They
were divided. The masonic part labored to savc
the character of their brother, and to restore him
to the fellowship of the church, notwithstanding
the very great impropriety of the thing. This
they would have accomplished, had it not been
for the opposition with which they met trom:
those who were members of the former council.

After this, another plan was set on foot. BY
the advice of a masonic minister, the minority,
as a body, withdrew from the church. The
church immediately called a council. The coun-



INTRODUCTION. 5

[
cil convened, examined the matter, and advised
to exclude them. They were therefore excluded
in the presence of the council, seventeen in num-
ber.

Not many weeks after this, we were informed
that a Baptist minister,who calls himself « Knight
of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, Knight of
Malta, and Grand Chaplain of Washington Kn-
campment,” was expected through the country,
and when he should come, they (the exeluded)
were to have a council. He aceordingly mude
his appearance. He and a number of individual
brethren convoed at the meeting-house, and or-
gantzed as o council® - The Grand Chaplain was
chosen moderator. "Cheir first move was to send
for the records of the church. The elerk having
been mstructed by the chureh to keep them in
his own hands, refused them. The Chaplain
complained bitierly beeause the church would
not let him have their records, nor appear hefore
him and submit their case to his investigation.
The council, however, went into an examination
of the whole course of labor which the church
had pursued towards the minority and the ex-
cluded mason, as far as they were able for the
want of the church book, or as they learned it
from the story of the excluded persons. They
spent the duy at the meeting-house in public,
and then adjourncd to a private dwelling. What
the result was we have never fully ascertained.
From what we could learn, we drew the conclu-

»*
imbention of Tevoring the sasen o oaaeon™ 40 probatly had no
counctl were magons.
A3



6 INTRODUCTION. .
sion, that they advised them fo confess their
wrong in withdrawing from the church, but not
to travel with it. Not long after this they came:
to the church and confessed that they had done
wrong, but utterly refused to take their travel.
Before this masonic council dissolved, they
wrote a letter to the church, signed by all the
members of the council, in which they criminated
the church, because they wonld not let them
have their records, nor appear before them. They
say in the letter, « We have never been so treated |
by any denomination of men” The doines of

this council mightily strengthened the opposition
against the chureh. |

The church took the affair into consideration,.
and voted to address the members of gaid coun-
cil by letter, stating that in our view, their do-

1gs were a violation of gospel order ; had a ten-
dency to destroy church discipline ; that the cen-
gure contained

ned in their letter was unjust.
They paid no attention to the letters except-
Ing one, wh '

0 acknowledged hiswrong. The rest
treated the matter with entire neglect. After a.

number of months, the church togk up the sub-
Jject again, and voted to report them to the
churches to which they belonged. The letters
to these chu

rches stated the case just as it was
and contained g cg

Py of the letter in which we
were censured. Th

ese churches, excepting one,.
treated the thing with the same neglect. From
one of the churches we received g letter, of which
the following is an extract -

“On examining the said letter from Paris
church,
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Resolved, that we see no cause why the breth-
ren named in the letter should be subjects of
discipline, and that the church of Paris be in-
formed accordingly.” |

It 18 enough for the recader to know that the.
minister and leading members of this chureh.
were thorough-going masons, and one of them
a relative of our once masonic deacon.

We were now considered in the wrong, and
“deserving censure, not only by that unauthorised:
council, but by the chwrehes to which its mem-
bers belonged.  The subject was agoin delibera-
ted upon in church meeting, and we could see
no other course to pursue but to call on sister:
churches, to know whether in their opinion we
deserved the censure which these brethren and
churches cast upon une. A council was called.
The following 1s an extract from their records:

“The church being called upon by the coun-
c1l, presented the subject of business before them,
summed up in this interrogation: Whether in
the opinion of the council the church is deserv-
ing the censure cast upon her in a certain lstter
then exhibited ? After a discugsion on the sub-
ject, the question was taken, the churchi was ap-
probated and fellowshipped by the conncil, and
were considered wnworthy the censuves cast nnon
them in said letter.” |

A few weeks after this, we received a commu-
nication from four of the masonic conncil. After
stating that they had received our communica-
tions to them, had seen and heard our commu-
nications to the churches to which they belong-
ed, they say, « We, however, at present,, see no.

A4 .
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inconsistency in our conduct.” They m{tlllf@St
a dissatisfaction with us in calling a council, and
propose to us to unite with them and submit the
gsame matter to a council, “called (acc(ifln.s-mf.zlg/
within the limits of this [the Oneida) Associa-
tion.” | .

Why should they address us ab this Tale day?

Why did they not attend to this husiness before?
After they and the churches to which they be-
longod had treated our communications with
neglect ¢ after we had suffered under their unjust
c.oueures about one year, and for aught that ap-
peared. they intended we should suffer under
vhem through life; after we had taken the only
step left us to take, to ascertain whether, in the
judgment of the denomination, we deserved thelr
censure j—after all these things, their proposi-
vlon comes with a very ill grace. Why should
they propose to have the privilege of choosing
their own judges—io call a council cwclusively
within the limits of the Oneida Association?
Plainly, the majority of the ministers and lead-
Ing members of the Association were masons
and many of them known to be prejudiced against
the church.  Our council was from two Associa-
tions, three churches from each.

A few months after this, at the session of the
Oncida Association, an attempt was made by a
masonic Moderator to lay the business before
that body, and have them take it up. Had it
not been for the opposition of an individual, the
attempt, no doubt, would would lhave bhecn suc-
cessful. 'What an inconsistent move! Is an As-
sociation an ecclesiastical tribunal, authorized to
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:arraign individual churches before it ; or to settle
church difficulties? How repugnant to the prin-
ciples of the gospel and of the denomination!

I must now go hack to the exclusion of the
seventeen, Headed by the excluded mason, who
was sometimes their preacher, they established
mectings among themselves on the Sabbath. Not
Far from these days, two Buptist ministers, both
Royal Arch masons, came into the country and
took up their residence in adjoining towns, They
soon manifested their views and feelings on this
subject, by tuking hold with the excluded mason
and hig party to build them up in opposition to
the church.  They established weekday lectures
among them, and preached for them once in two
weeks, sometimes not so often, for about three
years. Three or four other ministers, who were
masons, preached for them occasionally—some-
times on the Sabbath, and within about a mile
of our meeeing-house. Is this gospel order ?

I have now given a brief sketch of the princi-
pal circumstances which induced me to nquire
wito the nature and tendency of Speculative Free-
masonry. Before I saw the influence of mason-
ry in these various attempts to save the charac-
ter of 4 masonic brother, and to defeat the disci-
pline of the church, I had abandoned the insti-
tution from a thorough conviction of its anti-
christian nature. I wasnow led to investigate
1t more extensively. When I commenced writ-
ing, I did not think of publishing—thought of
writing a few pages only for my own satisfaction,
and that of some particular friends. But the

subject enlarged ; I found myself in an extensive
Ad
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field, and felt that the Spirit of the Lord assisted
me. The more T wrote, the more 1 felt the ne-
cessity of of writing and publishing.  When |
had written about half what 1 did, | eave il up
thinking that I should only get enemics, destroy
my influence, {_n'mlu(m 1 (li.‘-:itgl'(-u:llllu (uarrel, and
do no good. [ laid aside my manuscripl, and did
not look at it for u number of months,  But the
subject pressed on me with such weight, that 1 felt
somcething as the prophet Jeremiah CXPTURRCS.
chapter xx. #: “ But his word was in my heart
a8 o burning fire shut up it my hones, and I was
weary with forbearing and could not stay.” 1
had no rest until I resumed it. When I had fin-
ished the pamphlet I felt so mueh the im portance
of its being published, that had I known my it
would be the forfeit, and would be taken imme-
diately after the book issued from the press, |
should have published. Such were my feelings.

I had become too well acquainted with the
nature of the undertaking to anticipate any
earthly gain from the publication. I had sech
80 much of the nature and spirit of the institu-
tion, that T was pretty well prepared to count the
cost: and I can truly say, that I have not been
disappointed, otherwise than (jod has blessed
my labors beyond my utmost anticipations.

T'he book, thought I, will not have much ii-
tluence ; but there are some fow who will read :
these it will strengthen : it may be sowing seedl
which God will bless at a future day. I pub-
lished but one thousand copies of the first edition.
and doubted much whether I should be able to
sell these. They were published at a time when
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there was no excitement to aid their circulation,
several weeks before the abduction of Morgan.*
Public opinion, then, was decidedly on the side
of the institution, and stood ready to crush the
wreteh who should venture to speak of its follies.
So fure was 1 from hawving uny knowledge of what
Morgan was doing, that [ did not even know
it sueh o man existed. Some time after my
hook was in circulation, & Royal Arch muason,
with whom I was intimate, told me that he sup-
posed they were actually publishing the seercts of
masonry at Batavia.  This was the first informa-
fion I had on that subject. A few weeks after
this, the first handbill published by Col. Miller,
giving information of Morgan'’s capture, provi-
dentially fell into my hands. 'This contained
the first sentence published against freemasonry,
that I ever beheld from any other pen than my
own. If there was o design that Morgan’s book
should in a few weeks succeed mine, and be at-
tended by a train of circumstances which should
forever confirm the truth of both, that must be
attributed to the Almighty, and not to Morgan,
Miller and Stearns=. Who that looks at these
things & moment can doubt that there was a de-
sign in them higher than that of mortals?  The
hand of the Lord is plainly to be scen in them.
When the book made its appearance, the war
with me began. The craft united asa band of
“loving brothers,” to set me out with a base char-
acter. “ He’s a liar, he's a lar, his book is full
of lies,” was the general cry raised against mc

*The copy-right of the first edition is dated, the 21t day ot July,
1536, Morgan was kidnapped the 12th day of September following.
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among all classes of masons. The drunken, the:
profane, the professedly pious, and many who
ministered at the altars of Jesus, could “meet on
the level,” and agree luu'moniously in thig “abor.”
About the first hook T offered for sule wias b s
Association. 1 eould think of no more striking
figure to illustrate the effeet produced, than dis-
turbing o hornet’s nest. The scene hegrars de-
seription. 1 was treated with the utmost abusc.
Brethren in the ministry were possessed o so
much masonie frenzy that they could not govern
themselves.  They impeached my motives, and
called me almogt cverything but a good man. 1
now and then observed to them, “ You put me in
mind of one of 0ld who cried, ‘Ye have taken
away my gods and what have I more 2

At one time I was closely beset by masons to
recant, and circulate no more of my bhooks. The
tremendous consequences of my rashness werc
held up before me in vivid colors. I should bc
expelled, and disgrace and ruin would pursue me
wherever I should go. I replied, I have thought
of these things begore; none of them move me
now; the greatest honor you will ever confer on
me, will be to expel me.” Thig discouraged
them ; they gave me up. Abont this time, the
fraternity ap

peared to possess the utmost confi-
dence that they would destro me and the influ-

ence of my (Imblica.tion, and bury us together in
everlasting disgrace. One says, “ Do you know
what you have done—against whom you have
proclaimed war? Who are you, to publish
against masonry—an institution 'which has stood
for ages? Are you a greater man than Professor:
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Robinson ?” Another: “You will go down to
the grave under deeper disgrace than "Tom Paine
did for writing against the christian religion.”
Another: “You will repent,”  And another:
“1 um sorry on your account.  Masonry you can-
not injure; but yourself you have rained.”  In-
decd, T have often geen the (ime when my
cnemies were so numerous and powerful, and so
many of my friends were forsaking me, that it
really seemed I should be destroyed ;3 there ap-
peared but a step between me and ruin. But
God hay held me up. Thanks be to his name, |
live, notwithstanding all their efforts to point me
out to the world as a vicious vagabond. 1 live
to gee some of the mightiest men in the mation
wielding their pens and their influence in the
same cause. I live to see a host of anti-masonic
presses sending forth their numerous publica-
tions to the distant parts of the nation. T live
to see anti-masonic town meetings, county meet-
ings, State conventions, and proposals for a na-
tional anti-masonic convention. Yes, I live to
see the very pillars of their long boasted fabric
crumbling to their base. These days I never-
expected to sce. JOIN G. STEARNS.
August 14, 1829.



CIHHAPTEDR |.
FREE MASBONRY PRETENDS TO B A RELIGIOUS BYSTEM.

[t 19 often said, that masonry s nothing more
than o civil institution, dcsi;_;luu.l to promote i
knowledge of the arts and seiences; and to mel-
orate the condition of human lifey that it had
no connection with religion, and no concern with
the salvation of men.  Thisis not true.  Mason-
ry professes to be a religious institution. 'The
gospel of Christ makes no higher claims, nor
does it boast of more divine accomplishments.
This I shall proceed to prove, by quotations from
standard works of the order.* .

1. It is pretended that masonry is the same in
substance with the Christian religion. ¢ Our

. * I will here offer a few remarks relative to Mr. Town’s publica-
tion, from which I have frequently made quotations. It has becn
said, by some of the fraternity, that his book is of little consequence;
that it does not contain the sentiments of masons, only those of the
agthor. Thisis an impeachment of the grand body of masons in the
Btate of New York. The book professes, on its title page, to be
** A SBystem of Speculative Masonry: ‘‘Exhibited in a course of
Lectures before the Grand Chapter of the State of Now York, at their
annual meetings in the city of leany.” ‘* It was reduced to a regular
system, by their speciai request:’’ and recommended to the public
by them as a System of Free Masonry, It is also recommended by
nince Grand Officers, in whose presence the Lectures were delivered.
by another who had examine(‘) them, and by the ‘‘ Honorable De
Witt Clinton, General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chap-
ter of the United States of America, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the 8tate of New York, &c. &c.” At the time of publica-
tion, it was patronized by individuals of nearly one hundred and fifty
different Logrres and Chapters through the States, and more than four
thonsand cop?es were subscribed for. The work, therefore, is sanc-

tioned by the highest masonic authoritics in this State. They must
be accountable for its correctnens.
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principles being drawn from revelation, do not
require us to make the scercts of masonry
known.™ =The principles of speculative frec-
masonry have the same co-clernal und unshaken
foundation, contain and  inculeate  the sume
truths in substanece, und propose the same ulti-
mate end as the doetrines of christianity.” «The
sume system ot Faith, and the same practical du-
ties: taught by revelation, are contained in and
required by the masonie institution.” Speeu-
lative masonry comprises those great and funda-
mental prineiples which constitute the Very es-
sence of the christian system.” 1t is no secret,
that there is not a duty enjoined nor a virtue re-
quired in the volume of inspiration, but what is
found and taught by speculative freemasonry.”
“The characteristic principles are such as em-
brace the whole subject matter of divine econ-
omy.”t
** Hail, Masounry divine,
Glory of ages rhine.”

If what these writers say be true, it is imma-
terial which men believe, and which is published
throughout the world, masonry or christianity';
for if masonry embraces the same gystem of faith
and the same practical duties with christianity,
and the very essence of it, and the whole subject
matter of the divine economy, it will produce

he same cffect as christianity. There can be
no necessity of making so many sacrifices, and of
expending so many millions to make men chris-

T Town, pp. 18, 53, 174, 37, 31. * Bradley, p. 314.

> Bradicy, p. 4. Elder Bradley's hook, entitled *Some of tho

2%‘,?{95 of emasonry,” is received by the craft as a standard
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tians; make them muasong, and it will answer
the same purpose. For if they believe  ant
practice masonry, they will belicye and practice
christinnity.

2. The Son of God is suid to be the foundation
and essence of the masonic institution. *A¥
the WORD, in the the first verse of St. John
constitutes hoth the foundation, the subject mat-
ter, and the great ultimate end ol the christian
cconomy, s0 does the same WORD in all its ye-
lations to man, time, and eternity, constitute the
very spirit and essence of speculative freema-
sonry.” Speaking of the promise of the Saviour
to our first parents, this writer says, “The same
precious promise is the great corner stone in the
edifice of speculative freemasonry.”*

What higher pretensions does christianity
make ? None. Higher pretensions cannot be
made by any system. Christianity claims the
Son of God as 1ts spirit and essence, and eterni
and unshaken foundation; so docs freemasonry-

3. It is pretended that the great and ultimate
point of masonic rescarch, is a knowledge of the
Son of God, a3 the great high priest i heaven.
“The Jewish order of priesthood from Aaron to
Zacharias, and even till the coming of the Mes-
81as, was in _confirmation of that great cvent,
which issued in the redemption of man. All
pointed to the eternal priesthood of the Son of
(od, who by his own blood, made atonement for
sin, and consecrated the way to the Holy of Ho-
lies.  Zhis constitutes the great and ultimale

* Town, pp. 155, 171.
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point of masonic research.”  *That u knowledge
of the divine WORD, or LOGON, should have
heen the objeet of 80 muceh religious  research,
from time pumemorind, wdds not o hitthe to the
honor of speculative froemasonry,”™

The reat and vlimate point of christinn re-
search, i knowledge of the eharvieter and priest-
hood of the Ron of God, Musonry pretends to
the same, '

1. The ulfimate end of freenmusonyy, 13 said to
b the future end and cternal felicity of rained
men. “ltas a sacred truthy, and weighty as cter-
nity, that the present and everlasting good and
well being of mankind is solely and ultimately
intended.”  “Speculative masonry, according to
present acceptation, has an ultimate reference to
that spiritual building erected by virtue, in the
heart, and summarily implies the arrangement
and perfection of those holy and sublime princi-
ples by which the soul is titted for a mect temple
of God in a world of immortality.”}

Who can say that masonry professes to have
no connection with religion, nor with the salva-
tion of men?  Christianity professes to promote
the present and everlasting well being of man-
Kind ; masonry professes the same. 1t is said to
be w “sacred truth, and weighty a: eternity,”
that this is its solc and wltimate end.

5. The degrees of masonry are said to unfold

the sublime mysterics of the christian religion.

“In advancing to the fourth degree, the good

man 18 greatly encouraged to persevere in the
* Town, pp. 121, 151. + Town, 170, 63.
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ways of well doing c¢ven to the end. 1le hasa
name which no man knoweth, save him that
that recciveth it. It therefore, he he rejected,
and east forth among the rubbish of the world,
he knows full well, that the great Master Buoilder
ol the universe, having chosen and prepared him
as w lively stone in that spiritual building in the
heavens, will bring him forth with triumph,
while shouting grace, orace, to his divine lie
deemer.  Hence opens the fifth degree, where he
discovers his election to, und his olorified station
in, the kingdom of his Father,” «With these
views, the sixth degree is conferred, where the
riches of divine grace are opened in boundless
prospect.”  “There he beholds, in the cighth de-
gree, that all the heavenly sojourners will e ad-
mitted within the veil of God's presence, where
they will become kings and priests before the
throne of his glory forever and ever,” .
If these pretensions are true, where is the dif-
ference between masonry and christianity ?

If masonry shows a man his election of CGods
his glorified station in the kin gdom of hig Father:
opens the riches of divine grace hefore him in
bqun_d]ess prospect, and even conducts his vision
within the veil of God’s presence, why should it
be kept a secret? These pretensions are hlas-
phemous.  “ But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel than that which
we have preached unto you,Jet him be accursed.”
Cursed be that man or that angel, who declares
any other path to the heavenly world, than that
which 18 pointed out in the Bible.

* Town, T9-81. +Gal. 1: 8.
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6. Masonry pretends to teach the whole duty
of man. “The maxims of wisdom are gradually
unfolded, till the whole duty of man 1s clearly
and persuasively exhibited to the mind.” 1t 1y
no secret that there i not a duty enjoined, nor
a virtne required in the volume of inspiration,
but, what is found in, and taught by, speculative
freemasonry.”™  “Principles and  duties, which
hie at the foundation of the masonic system, and
are solemuly enjoined on every brother.  Who-
ever, therefore, shall conscientiously discharge
them in the fear of God, fulfils the “whole duty
of man”*  The Bible professes nothing more.

7. The moral character which is formed by
magonic principles, is said to be the most lovely
iIn the view of the Almighty. ¢ The Divine
Being views no moral character in man, with
greater complacency, than his, who in heart
strictly conforms to masonic requirements.” “The
more prominent features of a true masonic char-
acter, are literally marked with the highest beau-
ties.”t  The character which is formed by the

- pure and holy principles of the christian religion,

18 not superior in excellence to this masonic
character. We are told, however, “that cvery
good mason is of necessity, truly and emphatic-
ally a christian.”} If masonry be the same with
christianity, it is true, that every good mason
must be a good christian; but if masonry be not
wdentically the same, it is not true. A man may
be a mason, and not even a poor christian.
8. nry professes to conduct men to heav-
en, and to bestow on them the rewards of im-

* Town, pp. 154, 87, ¢8. + Town, pp. 83, 185.  {Town. p. 37.
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mortality.® Mr. Town, speaking of the induce-
ments to practice the precepts of masonry, says,
“They are found in that eternal weight of glory,
that crown ol joy und rejoicing, luid up for the
fnithful in o future wm-]fl."’f What more does
the Bible hold out as an inducement, to pm(:tictﬁ
its holy precepis ? N othing. No greater reward
can be given to the faithful followers of the
Saviour. Masons are tanght to hope for heaven,
and for an admission *into that celestinl Liodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the uni-
verse presides; into that sublime and (_-,tern.zﬂ
Lodge_; to join the perfect Lodge in heaven.”]
Here is not only a Lodge in heaven, but the
Almighty is represented as the Grand Master.
Does the Bible teach men to look for a masonic
Lodge in heaven ? Are saints going to heaven
to Join a masonic Lodge ? Does the Most High
(God preside in such a Loodge in heaven ?

9. It is pretended that the institution of ma-
sonry 18 far superior to the institution of Jesu$
(__;:hr}st. Mr. Town, speaking of the churches of
Christ, observes, ¢ yet differences altogether un-
cssential in their nature, ag respeets the great
subject matter, have crept in, and by degrees rent
asunder those strong cords of union, which should
have bound them together, as disciples of the
same Lord and heirs of the same inheritance
Such secondary considerations have severed

* ** And the stars represent those masons, who have givglilcgm"f 0!

their attachment to the statates and rules of w in the
¢nd, will make them deserving of enterin inttl:ft?];dggieatial J etf;uof)‘l;

lem.* —- of Grand . See he asonry ;B 8
which ought to be circnlated aﬁg read, wherevg:'-;ni‘t{wnr;y exists.

+ Town, p. 188. -+ Bradley, pp. 55, 170. 14.
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their visible fellowship and communion with each
other as brethren. Where unity should ever
have existed, there has becn HcKism. Where
love should have abounded, there has been cold-
ness, and rometimes jealousies.  Where the
mowt perfect union should have heen maintained,
by virtue of a common interest in the same fu-
ture blessedness, there has been individual sec-
tarian interests, and an open refusal, both of
christian fellowship and communion. Such things
ought not so to be, and nothing but the want ot
sut%cient charity has led to this state of things.
As it respects the masonic institution, disunion
is a stranger. Although its members are found
dispersed through every quarter of the globe,
although no special arrangement for official in-
tercourse exists between the institutions of dif-
ferent countries, yet the unity and fellowship of
the great body, has never been broken. How
surprising does this appear, when not another
Egrmanent society in the world can be except-
yd V%

I leave men of candor and good sense to judge,
if in this quetation, the kingdom of Christ is not
pregented in an unfair and unfavorable light;
while masonry is exhibited as possessing exccl-
lencies which render it far superior, and far more
worthy of the confidence and patronage of men.
If masons believe this, and undoubtedly many of
them do, it is no longer 2 mystery, that they
should often manifest a greater regard for ma-
sonry, than for christianity.

If, in view of what has been said in this chap-

*Town, p. 157.
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ter, any person should pretend that masonry
nothing more than g civil institution, he musi
condemn the standard publications of the order
The quotations which have been produced frov
them clearly prove, that the system professes to
be religious, and that it even exalts itsclf above
the christian religion.*

- Perha])n Messrs, Town and Bradloy, had never ascended in b
acale of b asphum‘y, 80 high an the degrec of ** Knights adeptsof o
cagle or sun,” the object of which i, the extermination of thf
christian religion. 1t #, however, in perfect good faith withb'r \
character of freemasom;y, to profess one thing and mean anot ,-e
She professes to be rel glous, to be the ramec in substance \H.a
christianity ; but at the same time, Joab-like, she aims a dagger
the very vitals of christianity, Read the following extracts from 1
ahbove named degree: ‘‘ By the Bible, you are to understand. thyv
13 the only law you ought to follow. Ii is that which Adam rece,},hu
at hia creation, and which the Almi hty engraved on his heart. ible.
1s called “ mafural law.” (This t ey understand to be the Bi of
The revelation o God, therefore is to be set agide.) *"In matte;'iiw
religlon to be always prepared; not to be of the scntimemsu he
#ots, idiots, and the lovers of the mysteries of religion. Thufd -
decisions of theology and philosophy, teach not to admit, that ‘.v.i}lfcvoi
not demonstrated as clearly as that 2 and 2 are equal to4.” 0
ask me, what are the requirite qualities that 8 mason should e Po;
sensed of, to come to the centre of truth, I answer you, t-ha{e;ni
must crush the head of the serpent of ignorance.” (By this I8
the christian religion.) **You muat shake off the yoke of io
g ;judice, concerning the myateries of the reigning religion.’ be:
¢ old, my dear brother, what you muost qght against and léf 'f'ynm-
hame 70U Can come to the knowledge of the true good and =0V Ly

?.ppiness! Behold the monster which you must gonquer. 8 # 8!,
nador (W E detest, as an 1dol that is adored by th idiot, and VU
tider the name of RELIGION.” (L. M. pp 256, 200, 2:2) rte
the mask is thrown off. Masonry, in this gegree-. is no by tite

ﬁgﬁfﬁ“n reader, can you have any fellowship for such an IiDf
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CITAPTER II
THE PRETENDED DIVINE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY.

In this chapter I shall attempt to expose the
pretended divine oriein and religious nature of
freemasonry. I would not say, that the modern
system of masonry is not made to embrace some
of the precions truths of the Bible.  But this
does not prove the system to be of divine origin,
nor that those truths originally belonged to it.
Mahomed embraced many detached parts of rev-
clation in his cereed; but who will say that those
detached parts of lC\'(']:lLi()n beloneed to that
crroneous system, or made it of divine origin,
When I say that masonry is not of divine origin,
I mean the systen,

1. Masonic writers differ on this subject. Some
contend for its being of divine oviein, others ad-
mit it to be an invention of men.  Mr. Bradley
says, “ Masonry is the most perfect and sublime
imstitution ever jormed by man.” % Masonry,
however, is not only the most ancient, but the
most moral institutton ever {nveatcd by wnan,”’*
Here is a frank acknowledgment, that masonry,
the prinetples of which this author SAys are
“draron Jrom revelation,” and which Mr. Town
intimates to Dbe supenor to the stitution of
Christ, 18 an Zneention of nan, Is it consistent
to qc]\nowlcdge an institution to be an invention
of men, and, and then aseribe to it the sublimity,

*pp. 42, oL
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the purity, and the pretensions of a yrevelation
from heaven ¥ “Thy wisdom mspired the great
1pstitantinn.”* Can men be saved by an pnstiti-
tion of their own invention?  DBeinge their own
mvention, its highest origin isx  hwman wisdon
with all its imperfections.
) Mr. Town views the subject in o different liyzit
* It 18 no seeret, says he, ** that masonry is of dv
vine origin’; ‘“in view, therctore, of the diving
origin of ancient masonry.”t This we believe of
the christian religion. "We do unot believe ib
however, without its beine supported by what
1s generally acknowledged to be satisfactoiy eVr
dence. But who can give us satisfactory ev
de}lce that masonry is of divine origin ? '1jh1:-'
evidence we have a just right to demand, befor¢
yielding our assent. It is perceived, that thes¢
writers differ on the most important article of
their institution. They “cannot tell whether it
be from heaven or of men.” Who ever heard 0
such a clashing among christian writers, relativt
to the origin of the christian religion ? ,
2. It is pretended, that masonry originated
among tbe pious men of old, to whom the Lort
communicated in a very faint manner, the grest
mystery of redemption. Mr, Town has told u$
that Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Meclehizideck, MO
ses, and all those ancient men were masons, 314
patrons of the institution.t The reason he gives
s, they were pious and possessed some knowh
edge of geometry, Is this sufficient proof thal
they were masons and patrons of the institution -
Is every man who is pious and possesses 50Mm¢

* Bradley, p. 317, *Pp. 27, 175, +Sec Town, chep. S
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knowledge of geometry, a mason ? I not, these
things are no evidence that those men Were ma-
kons. e, howover, admits that they were unae-
quainted with the institution of makonry in its or-
ganized form; but woere cnly in possession of ma-
sonic principles, and were thercefore masons and
patrons of the institution. Were they not Mahom-
cdans ? They held many principles which were
cmbraced in this religion. This argument to prove
that they were Mahownedans, is as good ax Mr,
Town’s is to prove that they were masors. After
all this, and what other writers have said, about
those men being masons, there is not the lcast
shadow of evidence that the system of freema-
sonry ever entered their hearts. Masons may as
well undertake to prove that the inhabitants of
Saturn are masons,

A mason is one who belongs to a regalar or-
ganized society ; and professes to be in possession
of secrets and mysteries, which he is solemnly
pledged to conceal from the vulgar, and to com-
nunicate to none hut those of his own craft in a
constitutional way. That those ancient men be-
longed to no such society, has been acknowl-
edged ; that they were in possession of no such
secrets and my=steries which the Almighty had
bound them to” “ conceal and not reveal,” micht
a8 well be acknowledged. The mysteries of
godliness which were communicated to them by
the inspiration of heaven, they were bound to
communicate to the world as far as they were
able. Where then, is the likeness between these
men and masons ?

3. That which is said to be ancient masonry,
B
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could have no more connection with the christ:
ian religion, than has any other art, Ancient
masonry and geometry, or architecture, are said
to be the same.  “Ilence, masonry, or architec
ture, or geometry, were anciently used as sym
onymous.”*  What connection is therc between
geometry and the christian religion ? - Are they
onc? What connection could there have been
In anclent time? If geometry was ancient md-
sonry, it had no connection with ancient christ-
lanity. Geometry is one thing, and christianity
18 another, in every age of the world; and the
attempts of men to blend them, are perfectl}’
nugatory.

4. The institution of masonry never origind
ted by divine authority. God has never con-
manded his people, nor even given them leave, to
connect with any other religious society, than
tbat of which Clirist is head. To this they have
given themselves and all that they have, and are
solemnly pledged never to forsake it nor be deé
voted to another. This is an effectual barrier
against christians ever organizing such an st
tution as masonry professes to be. If it ever
did originate among them, it was in rebellion
against God, and in violation of their sacred ob-
ligations to him, and to each other. .

5. Masons are unable to point us to the origin
of their institution. They may say that ancient
eI were 1n possession of their principles, an
were patrons of their institution; but they can-
not tell for certainty when the institution receiv-
ed its organization. Mr. Town has ventured to

* Town, p. M.
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8ay, that Solomon organized it by the inspira-
tion of God. *“So masonry was transimtted
tfrom Knoch, through Noah, Abraham, Moses,
and their succossors, till Solomon, being inspired
of God, established a regular form of adminis-
tration.”* This is bare conjecture. That gren-
tleman can produce no history, sacred or pro-
fane, which shall prove this “statement. Mr.
Bradley says, “ the opinions of emirent writers
on the origin of this soclety are numerous.”’}
Why should the opinions of these writers be nu.
merous ? Plainly because they had no evidence
when the institution was organized, and espec-
1ally that Solomon organized it by the inspira-
tion of God. Shall we build our hopes of heav-
€n, on an institution which professes to be of God,
yet no one can even point us to its origin ?

6. Masonry and christianity are two distinet
institutions.  The truth of this is so plain that
no further arguments are necessary to prove it.
Their difference exists in open daylight.  Which
18 of divine origin? Which embraces a revela.
tion from heaven? Which is g system of sal-
vation ? Christianity. Masonry is an institu-
tion by itself and so is christianity.,

It is therefore plain, that the truths of the
Bible do not belong to masonry, and have not
the most distant connection with it. They be-
long to christianity. It any of these truths are
amalgamated with other things in the masonic
creed, they are treated in a manner which God
will never Justify. Let men detach what they
please from the Bible, in support of a separate

* p. 15T, t p.19.
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system, yet the system will be imperfect; and if
it pretends to be of divine origin, and to save
men, it is a fable. Masong may tell us that the
most sublime truths belong to their system ; but
where did they get them? They have mutila-
ted, robbed and mangled the Bible, and then By
““ 1t is nosecret that masonry is of divine origin.

7. Masonry 18 said to have existed in heathen
countries; and the priests and philosophers o
almost all ancient heathen nations—of Egypt, of
Persia, of Greece, of Rome, with the Druids, are

said to have been masons, and their mysteries t0
have been masonry,

Now itis wellknown that those ancient priests,
philosophers, and the Druids, were base idola-
ters; and their mysteries were the mysteries of
pagaus, and not the mysteries of the 13ihle. Ma-
sonry, as taught by them embraced the heathen
mytkology.

“The ancient philosophers,” says Doctor
D_nght,. “ with scarcely an exception, and inmy
view, without one, were polytheists, skeptics, OF
atheists,”* They may have had some knowl
cdge of g Supreme Being; but who among them,
even 9f the wisest, could give us a correct de-
lineation of his true character, and of the wor-
ship due him? W, of them could say, God 1%
mﬁmtely holy ? The few imperfect ideas which
they might have of the character of the tru¢

Od,.“fere always associated with base and su-
perstitious ideas, which went utterly to over”
throw his true character, They were as igno-

* Theology, conclusion,
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rant ot it as they were of the Bible which re-
veals it,

Instead of worshiping the true God, they wor-
shiped, and taught others to worship, false gods.
They were the supporters and propagators of
1dolatry, and the very instruments by which the
devil sustained his sinking cause. Their public
profession and employ were, to “chance the glory
of the incorruptible God into an Image—the
truth of God into alie—and to worship and serve
the creature more than the Creator.”* This is
the character of all the heathen masons, as given
by the inspiration of God. I it « literally mark-
ed with the highest beautieg?”

These pagans were masons; the mysteries
they taught were masonry ; masonry then, in its
religious character wasa system of pagan super-
stitions.  Nevertheless, we are told by Mr.
Town, that masonry is the same in substance
with christianity; that it even embraces the
whole subject matter of divine economy;” and
that a “true masonic character ig literally mark-
ed with the highest beautics.” At the same time
We are told that pagan priests and philosophers,
the mightiest agents satan ever employed to
dishonor God and ruin the world, were masons,
and that their mysteries were masonry. How
do these things agrec? Is masonry of divine
origin?  Does it * embrace the whole subject
matter of divine economy?”’ | |

We are further told, that “masonic principles
are the same ip every age and nation;"f and,
“that no period can be found when masonic cus-

* Romn.sh 2, 25. + Bradley, p. 33.
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toms, ceremonies, and tenets, were not, in sih-
stance, the same as at present.”* This is worthy
of note. Masonic principles, customs, coremo-
nies, and tenets, are the same in every age and
nation. Of course, the principles, customs, cer-
remonies, and tenets, of pagan priests and phil
osophers were the same with the principles, cu*
toms, ceremonies, and tenets, of Enoch, Noab,
Abraham, and others. In one age and nation;
masons are heathens ; in another age and nation,
they are christians; yet, their principles, cus
toms, ceremonies, and tenents, are the same A
substance. If masonic principles are the same
in every age and nation, one of two things 1*
true ; eitherthose ancient men of God were not
masons, or those pagan priests and phﬂosophéjf&;
were not ; forthe principles of Christ and Behat
were never more directly opposed. To say tha
two men, the one a pagan and the other a chr*
tian, are men of the same sentiments or princt

ples is a great absurdity.

Masonie principles admi ) :
being the same in every age and nation; the'}-
admit them to be pagans, in every age and 1}4_
tion; and if all the masons on earth should be
come pagans, they would be good masons, mll;e
could not be disciplined nor excluded from ¢ ’
institution. If one half of a masonic lodge arv
pagans, and the other half christians, they I?%t
meet and unite in masonic ceremonies 1o per ‘?n_
harmony. Hence we read, “the l}mversal tI,erll 1
ciples of the art unite in one indlsso}uble Ots
of affection, men of the most opposite tenelsSy

t masons to be pagans:.

* Town, p. 146,
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of the most distant countries, and of the most
contradictory opinions.”*

8. The vain, heathenish, and superstitious art
of astrology belongs to masonry. * Our celebra-
ted annotater,” says Mr, Preston, ¢ has taken no
notice of masons having the art of working mir-
acles, and foresaying things to come. DBut this
was certainly not the least important of their
doctrines. Hence, astrology was admitted as
one of the arts which they taught and the study
of it warmly recommended.” ~“This study be-
came in the course of time a regular science.”

From this quotation, we are safe in saying,
that the ancient, magical and diabolical art of’
working miracles and fortelling things to come,
was an important part of masonry ; and the an-
cient magicians, astrologers, stargazers and sooth-
sayers, were Imasons. Those magicians who
withstood Moses by their enchantments were
masons, and practised the arts of masonry. Is
it no secret that masonry is of divine origin?”

¢ Jaill mystic art? incflable! enblime!™}

9. If there be a coincidence between masonry
and’ christianity, why is it that the hearts of
wicked men are so opposed to christianity and
so charmed with masonry? That the hearts of
wicked, unrenewed men are not pleased with the
system of faith and the practical duties of the
Bible, is attested by the Bible itself. “The nat-
ural man recciveth not the things of the spirt

* Preston, p. 30. Mr. Preaton’s boolk, entitled ““JRustrations of
Masonry,” lias been extensively patronized by the fraternity as &

standard work. The copy before me, is the firet American, from the
tenth London edition,

4+ Preston. p. 12 + Preston, p. 1.



32 AN INQUIRY INTO

of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” ¢ The carnal mind is enmity against
God, for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.” ¢« For the preaching of
the cross is foolishness te them that perish.”
IFrom these, and other seriptures, it is evident
that thero is no object in existence, which wicked
men 80 much dislike and oppose, ag the system
of divine truth, They have waged war against
it in every age; and such is the enmity of their
hearts, that nothing short of Almighty power
can subdue them, and produce in them a relish
for the things of God.

That system of morality with which suchmen
are pleased, is far, very far, from being the sys-
tem of the Bible. That wicked men, and men
of the most vicious and abandoned moral secti-
ments,—men who in heart are hostile to God,
and the revelation he has given us,—men who
openly disavow and ridicule the doctrines of
christianity, are yet pleased with masonry, and
are its warm advocates, are facts well known to
the world. I presume that many of my readers
are pgrsonally acquainted with men of eminent
standing in masonic Lodges, who are of deist-
cal sentiments and have an utter aversion to the
christian religion. Where then is the agree
ment between masonry and christianity? by
18 it that the hearts of such men are so opposed t0
the one and so charmed with the other? Be-
cause masonry is not of God; it does not re
quire a man to become a new creature—to su$
tain & new religious character—to renounce the
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world—to live a self-denying and suffering life
for Christ. 1t has no cross, no Christ crucified,
no mortifying the deeds of the body, no crucify-
ing the flesh with the affections and lusts. A
man miay be a mason and be the same man he
ever was, even a pagan; and sustain the same
morsl character ho over did, even that of a pa-
gan; and pursue, nnd teachothers to pursue, the
worship of tho gods; yet he is told that mason-
ry will conduct him to a sublime and eternal
Lodge in the heavens.

Masonry does not require persons to believe
and to support the religion of the Bible; but
wives them liberty to believe and support what
religion they please; even the religion of heath-
ens, should that be the religion of the country
where they reside. “We leave every member
to choose and support those principles of reli-
gion and those forms of government which ap-
‘pear consistent to his views.”* “ As a mason,
you are to study the moral law, as contained in
the sacred code—the Dible; and i1n countries
where that book is not known, whatever is un-
derstood to contain the will or law of God.”t
What kind of religion must that be in a country
where the Bible is not known? Base as it may
be, masons are exhorted to study it, and are at
liberty to choos: and support it.

It is a notorious fact, that a man may be a
goud mason, pass through life as «nch, and go
down to the grave amidst the cheers and enco-
miums of the fraternity, without an individual
censure from masonic principles, yet have denied

¢ Bradley, p. 8. Preston, p. 13.
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the fundamental doctrines of christianity, and
have been a heathen, a papist, mahomedan or 3
Jew. What agreement, then, is there betwees
masonry and christianity? No more than there
18 between the temple of God and idols.

10. Masonry, as a professed moral institution,
does not acknowledge the true God. It is like
tho * Dantheon” at Rome, which :u‘zknmv]edged
all the gods of the heathen. Among mahome
dans, it acknowledges the god of Mahomed:
among pagans, it acknowledges the multiplied
gods of pagans., Can it at the same time &
knowledge the true God? An institution whic
acknowledges the true God, acknowledges I
other. Masonry in acknowledging the vario®
gods which its votaries of different nations 38
religions profess to worship, in reality acknOW,l:
edges none. A mahomedan ora pagan, who ¥
a mason, cannot be excluded from any of the
privileges of the order, by those who profess¥
acknowledge the true God, merely because
does not acknowledge the same. Men of all %
tions, of all religions, and with their differest
gods, meet upon this system and hail cach other
as brethren.

11. Masonry does not acknowledge the law of
God, as the standard of morality, though it m!
pretend to do this. That law tcaches all men!?
love their neighbors as themselves, and to do bj
all others as they would have all others do by
them. The practice of these holy and benev®
lent precepts by masons, would be as fatal to the
existence of their institution, as would be-an €
posure of its secrets and ceremonies. They 8%
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taught by their own sentiments, to love each
other more than any others of the human family.
This morality sunders those holy and endearing
ties, which ought to unite all creatures as the
children of one great family. Itis as much in
contrast with every duty enjoined by the Divine
Law-Giver, as right is with wrong. DMasons
are often heard to condemn the inconsistent con-
duet of some of their members, but at the same
time express their admiration of masonic princi-
ples. YWhatare these principles which arethought
to be so worthy of admiration? They are not
found in the Bible. Those who admire masonic
principles, admire the principles of an institution
which acknowledges neither the true God nor
his law. Those who acknowledge masonry to
be a “good, moral institution,” must acknowl-
edge something else Dbesides the law of God as
the standard of morality.

What is morality? Conformity to the moral
law. Anything short of this does not deserve
the name. Should masons acknowledge the mo-
ral law as the standard of morality among them,
and should practice its divine requirements, they
would overthrow their own system. No man
would then be regarded because he is a mason.
The same respect would be paid to those who
are not masons, that there would be to those who
are. Hence the grand hailing sign of distress,
and other mysterious tokens of masonry would
fall into entire disuse. They may boast of their
moral institution, but the fact is, it is not such.
It is perfectly selfish. Masonic oaths embrace
the great leading sentiments of the order—sen-



36 AN INQUIRY INTO

timents on which the institution is based. Let
any one examine these, and he cannot find within
their whole compass a solitary sentiment which
comports with the morallaw. ~ I therefore repest
1t : masonry is not even a moral institution.

This leads us to notice the deception which has
heen practiced by masonie writers. They have
professed to publish to the world, the great Jead-
ing sentiments of their institution. Ilave they
done it ?  Have they fully and fairly publishcd
the sentiments contained in their oaths?  They
have deceived the publie. They have (lressg}d
the institution in borrowed ornaments, while ité
real deformity has been artfully concealed.

12. Masonry is a system of self-righteousness
There is not an article in the whole masonic
creed which requires masons, on pain of endless
sufferings, to believe in the Son of God for sa-
vation, and to build their hopes of heaven on hns
atonement forsin. The beginning and end 0
all the moral instruction of masonlty, is the exter
nal practice of morality. The religion which
they pledge themselves to study and practiee, ¥
that of the law. “As a mason you are t0 study
the moral law ;» «yoy agree to" be a good M
and true, and strictly to obey the moral law.
To practice this law-religion, or law-righteots
ness, they aretold is the whole duty of man; 88
wi'l entitle them to a seat in the celestial Lodge

It is not Strange that wicked men should
charmed with such a system ; a system WHIC
casts away the crucified Jesus, and attempts
pomnt out a path to heaven so congenial t0 the

* Bradley, p. 234.



SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY. 37

views and feelings of ruined and depraved men!
No wonder it is called the most MORAL and

the most SUBLIME !

CHAPTER IIL

AMASONRY OF HEATHEN ORIGIN.

Masonic writers contend that their institution
is christian—that as an organized system it
originated among the Jews at the building of the
first temple—that from thence it spread into dif-
ferent and distant nations. It isthe design of
this chapter, to show from their own acknowl-
edgments, that such an idea is groundless. Ma-
sonry is a heathen institution and of heathen
origin. _

1. No proof -has ever been offered that the in-
stitution of freemasonry originated among the
Jews, at the building of the temple, or at any
other period. That Solomon’s workmen were
under a systematical organization will not be
questioned. Must we go to masons to know
what this organization was? To inspired bis-
tory, and to no other source, are we indebted
for all the information the world possesses on
this interesting subjeet. In this organization, as
presented us on the pages of this history, there
1s not a solitary trait which resembles the organ-
ization of masonry. There were no mysteries
into which the builders of the temple were sol-
emnly initiated—no secrets which they were sol-
emnly sworn onpain of death not to reveal—nor

C
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were they at liberty to embrace what religion
they pleased—nor to unite with pagans in reli-
aious ceremonics. These things are essential to
the very existence of' the masonic system. That
they everoriginated among the Jews, or ever ex-
isted amoug thom, as being sanctioned by their
areat Law-giver, cannot he proved.

Solomon is uniformly claimed by masons as 4
member of tho fraternity, and as a zealous pat-
ron of theinstitution. But where is their proof'?
Have they any records to produce which shall
substantiate this? Mr. Town says, that “ s
masonic character is justly inferred from his
building the temple.”*  What evidence is this,
that he founded the institution of masenry, of
was ever initiated into its mysteries? WWith as
much justness may we infer, that every freems-
son builds a temple, as to infer, that because Sok
omon built a temple he was a freemason.

2. A christian institution could never be Te
ceived and patronized by pagans. Masonry pro-
tesses to be a christian institution, yet masontc
writers contend that it has been extensively pat
ronized by pagan nations. A moment’s reflec
tion will convince any person of candid judg:
ment that one or the other of these propositions
cannot be true. Masonry, as a professed syster
of morality, either is not a christian institution:
Or 1t never was patronized and reduced to prac
tice byidolaters. Would an institution which
should exhibit the glorious character of the Onlg
true God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, and whi¢
should also exhibit the divine law as the only

= p.on
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rule of action, be cordially received by heathen
nations, yet they sustain their heathen character ?
How was christianity received by them? It was
treated with the utmost contempt ; the character
of its divine Author was ridiculed. Hardships
wero endured, lives were sacrificed, and  mira-
clek were wrought, to establish it among them.
£ masonry displayed the character of the same
God and Saviour, and the holiness and purity ot
the moral law, it would have met with the samo
opposition, and have required the same almight-
iness to plant its standard. Wherever it might
have been embraced, it would have destroyed
the worship of the gods, and have overturned
the systems of idolatry. Hence the idea that
masonry originated among the Jews and spread
from thence through almost every part of the
heathen world, is entirely without foundation.
If it has existed among heathens, and has beerr
patronized by them, it is an institution with
which they were pleased ; consequently one of
their own invention. For heathens are no better
pleased with the character of a christian institu-
tion, than they are with the moral character of
Jehovah.

3. According to masonic publications which
have the sanction of the institution, masonry has
been extensively patronized by heathen nations.
Mr. Town has “presented us with a long cata-
logue of ancient heathen characters, who are con-
sidered by him and others to have been masons.
He and Mr. Bradley have labored extemsively,
Lo show that the mysteries of masonry were
known to heathen nations long before the christ-

1‘)
it
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ian era, From all the information we can ob-
tain on this subject, their statements are unde-
niably correct. In turning over the historic
pages of those nations, we find cxisting among
them all tho leading characteristics of the ma
sonic institution. Tany of their customs and
ceremonies wers in perfeet accordance with some
of the customs and ceremonies of masons at the
present day 5 and lead to a fair and necessary
conclusion, that masonry was originally a hea
then  institution, Hence, says Mr. Bradley,
“Qur records inform us, that the ways and cus
toms of masons have ever corresponded with
those of the Egyptian philosophers, to which they
bear a near affinity. Unwilling to expose thell
mysteries to the vulgar eyes, they conceal.ed
their particular tenets and principles of polity
under hierogliphical figures, and expressed their
notions of governments by signs and symbols
which they communicated to their mag1 aloné
who were bound by oath not to reveal them
’The,PYthagorian system seems to have been €,
tablished on a similar plan and many orders o
a4 more recent date.”* This quotation is fi
1n proof that masonry is a heathen institutio
The ways and customs of those philosophers
their mysteries and their oaths, were heathe™
1sh; yet they were masonry and are imitated by

modern masong, Some nations,” says Mr

Town, “with whom the world has had no ¥

tercourse for hundreds of years are in possessiod

of all the masonic secrets, and have reguls!

Lodges, similar ceremonies, and in all essent!
* Page 54.
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points, perfectly agree with the rest ot the
world.”*

This writer has occupied several pages in the
tenth chapter of his book, in showing that ma.
sonry existed mamong ancient heathen nations,
A preater part of what he has said, is quoted by
Mr. Bradley,  From this chapter, 1 shall mako
i few quotations.  Of masonry among the Tyr-
ans, he ways: * Mavonry must, therefore, have
existed and flourished among the Tyrians, nearly
i the same degreo as among the Jows,” Owing
to the friendly intercourse between the Tyrians
and Carthagenians, he says, that *if masonry
extsted among the former, it would amongst the
latter.”

Of the existence of masonry in ancient Egypt,
he says, “Be this, however, as it may, we
are substantially informed, by several ancient
historians, that masonry did flourish in Egypt,
soon after this period.” *“And here it has
been thought by some of the most curious
observers of antiquity, that masonry has
formerly been cultivated and heldin~ high
cstimation.” *“Many of the ancient poets,
statesmen, and philosophers,™ says he, “ were by
the Egyptian priests initiated into their mys-
teries.”  « By tLis mysterious art,” says Mr. B.,
“ex1sting in our principles, and smiled upon by
the Father of lights, ancient Egypt subsisted,
covered with glory, during a period of fifteen or
sixteen ages.”g

Of masonry among the Grecians, Mr. Town
says: “Many incidental circumstances, how-

* Page 101. tp. 29.
c3
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ever, occur in the history of the Grecian states,
which strongly favor the idea of the existence of
masonry amongst that people, if they do not
prove the very fact.” One circumstance anong
the many he has named iy, that Hippocrates, an
eminent physician, was initiated into their mys-
beries. “Suach was the gratitude of the Athens
ing, that it wag decreed, he, | Hippocrates|
should be initiated into the most oxalted mys
tertes of their nation.”

Of masonry among the Romans, he says: «/T
cvery eritical reader of the Roman history, espe-
cially one who has a knowledge himself of the
masonic institution, very striking evidence will
appear of the actual existence of masonry amongst
that nation. On the whole, it is confidently be-
lieved, that many of the Roman generals were
not only masons themselves, but great encoul*
agers of the art.”

' 'masonry among the Druids, Britons and
Gauls, he says: « P thagoras is considered t0
have been the founder of those institutions of
the Druids, and as he was ever thought to have
been a mason, we have strong circunstantis
reasons to believe something of masoury was
known to the Druids, Heneg, we find that ma
sonry might have existed amongst the ancient
Britons and Gauls, previous to their having beed
conquered by the Romans” «Thus we find
that masonry has probably existed in Englan
i}nce ;G'he time the ]gruids received their inSUt'“;

101 : . : Ire reur
be f;ie l&rﬁ‘ift );Eh&goras, about five hundred ye

Mr. Bradley, in his publication, adds Persia t0
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the list, and says: “In turning over the historic
pages of Persia, every mason will behold many
of his principles cordially received and cherighe!
by the first characters, who shed a lustre
through every department of government, in
those  distant. reslms, [t won here, that the
the children of the royal fmllily were, at fourteen
years of age, put under the tuition of four of the
Wisest :mh most virtuous statesmoen.” Among
the many things embraced in their cducation,
“ the firat,” suys he, “taught them the worship
of the gods. *

Mr. Town after speaking of the existence of
magsonry antong those heathen natious, of its
progress in England, and of its introduction into
America, observes, “Thus, m y brethren, I have en-
deavored to give you a concise, and it is thought,
a true history in the great leading events of our
order. We hence may discover its antiquity,
and hence its early and rapid dissemination
amongst mankind ;” and in his closing remarks,
8ays, “the rude savage of the wilderness, who
hag the degrees, now meets the civilized mason
a8 his brother.”

In the 12th chupter of his book he touches
upon the samec suhject again, and says: “To
tvery person conversant with ancient history, it
'3 abundantly evident thet certain individuals,
N most of the eastern nations were in possession
of what was termed mysteries, or a mysterious
-science, studiously concealed from the promis-
-cuous multitude.”

“Jamblicus,” says he, “who has given some

* Page 52
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account of' the life of Pythagoras, says: “'That
philosopher drew his system of symbolical learn-
mg and instructive tenets from the nysterious
knowledge of the Kgyptians, who in their 7MY 8-
teries held wise doctrines which were cever kept
seeret”  Again, “ Between throe and four hun-
dred years before Christ, one of the high priests
of Athens, having passed through all the sublime
mysteries of the age, near the close of his life,
was asked ‘What is God #*”
- If these authors deserve credit, masonry was
one of the first things which polluted the primi-
tive church. Some of the ancient christian
fathers who were masons, “labored abundantly,”
says Mr. Town, “ to prove from the ancient mys-
teries, that the knowledge of the true God had
been preserved and transmitted down from the
first ages in perfect accordance with the christ.
ian religion.” Again, « Origen was so charmed
with the ancient mysteries, that he taught them
in conjunction with christianity.” “In some
mstances the great and fundamental truths con.-
tained in ancient mysteries were introduced into
the church institutions.”* Was the apostle Paul
charmed with these mysteries? Did he teach
them in conjunction with christianity ? Did
he introduce them into the church institutions ?
Would he have countenanced such a thing in
those ancient fathers? “ Have no fellowship,”
says he, “ with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them.” The introduction of

these “pagan su};}):rstitions into the church of
- Christ, was the bane of its purity. |

* Page 139.
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It is hence clearly perceived, (it what these
grand chapluins say be tene,) that masonry did
exist extensively among heathen nations, and
that oue order of their mysteries was masonry.
A few quotations from ancient history will theow
further light on the nature of these myszteries,
and show the coincidence between them and
modern masonry.  Various orders of mysteries
existed umong heathen nations. The highest
of these are supposed by masons to have em-
braced their mysteries. Mr. Town, speaking of
the knowledge which it is pretended some of the
ancient heathens possessed of the character of
God, says: “That most, if not all this knowl-
edge was obtained through the medinm of thas
higher order of mysteries, which were known
only to individuals, yet existed in every coun-
try.”* These mysteries, he says, “contained
certain requisitions, as a test of the sceresy, fidel-
ity, and justice of the disciple.”$

The highest order of mysteries among thos:
‘nations, of which history gives any account, is
termed the ¢ Eleusinian Mysteries,” which were
statedly celebrated by the people of Athens, and
In process of time, says Mr. Jones in his Eccle-
siastical history, “supplanted all the rest.” <“We
are informed,” says he, “that the general objects
of these mysteries was by means of certain shows
and representations,accompanied with the hymns,
to impress the senses and the imaginations of the
Initiated with the belief of the doctrines of reli-
gion, according to the views of them which the
Inventors of the mysteries entertained.” * If this

* Page 144, +p. 161.
c5
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was their design,” continues he, “they must have
lgee_,n‘ grossly perverted from their original mtent”*
“When 1;110 time of their initiation arrvived,” S:?’S
Mr. Rollin, “they were hrought into the temple,
:‘!{'l']‘(,]_ to tnspire the greater reverence and LerTor,
fhe ceremony was performed. in the ni oht. Won-
derful things passed on the occasion.  Visions
were seen, and voices were heard of an extraor
dinary kind. A sudden splendor dispelled th
darkness of the place, and disappearing imme-
diately, added new horrors to the oloom. Apps-
ritions, claps of thunder, earthquakes, improve
the terror and amazement; while the person
admitted, stupid, sweating through fear, heard:
.?31’.embling, the mysterious volumes read to hiny
if in such a condition he could hear at alk
These nocturnal rites were attended with many
disorders, which the severe law of silence 1mpos
ed on the person initiated prevented from con
“ing to light.”t  The severe law of silence was
this :—“ The votaries were enjoined on per
of instant death, to observe the most profount
secresy respecting everything that passed.”
“If any one ever revealed it, it was suappo
that he had called divine vengeance upon ¥
head. Such a wretch was publicly put to an1s’
nominious death.”t How many striking I
semblances here are of modern masonry. The
mysteries were the highest order among the
Athenians. . |
These were the most exalted mysteries of that
qation, into which Hippocrates was initiatct:
andl are considered by Messrs. Bradley and Tow!

 An, Hist, Vol. . +Jones, p. 15, Class. Dic.

sed

. 15,
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to have been masonry; for they have produced
the circumstance of his initiation as an evidence
that masonry existed among that people.

Now the question arises, whenee did these or
any of the heathen mysteries originate 7 Ihe
idew that they are of christinn origin is (oo wh-
surd to be admitied.  For it has heen shown that
i christinn institulion could never he ek nowl-
edged and patronized by heathens. Al the mys-
teries that cver existed among them must have
been of their own invention, Masonry can be
traced to no other source. “We learn.” cays Mr.
Jones,* “from Herodotus, Diodorus and Plutareh.
that these mysteries were first invented in Egypt.
from whence they spread into most countries oi

urope and Asia.” Masonry having fallen into
thehands of Jews and chrigtians, has been artfullv

ecorated with Jewish and christian ornaments.

vest it of these, and its loathsome heathen
form appears. The practice of initiation into its
mysteries, the administration of an oath of SUCTesY
under the penal sanction of death, and cvery-
thing essential to the existence of the imstitution.
are of heathen origin.
I will now place before the reader, further, and
1 possible, clearcr evidence that masonry origin-
ated among pagans. In the lecture of the third
de%-ee, masons say, “The forty-seventh problem
of Euclid, was an invention of our ancient friend
and brother, the great Pythagoras, who in his
wravels through Asia, Africa and Europe, was in-
iated into several orders of priesthood, and
Taised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.”t

*Jones, p, 15, * Bradley, p. 98: Morgan, p. 70.
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Mr. Preston says, “the records of the fraternity
mform us, that Pythagoras was regularly initia-
ted into masonry, and being properly instructed
i the mysterics of the art, propagated the prin-
ciples of “the order in other countries into which
he teaveled™ < 16 was here [in Beypt, among
the pricsts, says Mr, Br:ulluy,lj that Pythagoras
was initinted into their mysteries, and nstriebed
i theirfart.™t This great heathen philosopher
was a4 master mason—Ilearned masonry amoig
the heathens—was initiated in Baypt among the
idolatrous priests—he propagated the principles
of the order in other countries into which he
traveled, and “ founded the institutions of the
Druids”t in Britain and Gaul, and taught them
the art of masonry. From Egypt, masonry came
mto Britain through the medium of Pythagoras
and the Druids. ¥rom Britain it has spread into
America and other parts of the world. ~ MasoniC
Lodges in America are indebted for masonry t0
the Lodges of Britain ; the Lodges of Britain are
indebted to the Druids, the Druids to Pytha:
goras, and Pythagoras to the heathen priests and
bhilosophers™ of Egypt and other nations. To
whom were they indebted for masonry ? Who
invented their mysteries ?  Speaking of masonty
among the Druids, Mr. Preston observes, 11!
conformity to the ancient practices of the fratcr-
nity, we learn that they held their assemblies 1
- Woods and groves and observed the most impen-

etrable secrecy in their principles and opinions.”}
To assemble in woods and groves, and to observe
the most impenetrable secresy, are well known

*pAIL ). 30, *Town, p. 107. [ p. 139,
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to have been the vilest customs of heathens.
Yet these were ancient practices of the fraternity
of masons. | .

The next testimony 1 should produce % his
subject, is from an ancient manuscriph in Pres-
ton’s Hiustrations of Masonry., 1 isin the form
of a dislogue, and is suid to have heen an exam-
mation hefore King Henry the VI Mr Preston
speaks of it in terms of high commendation.
“This dialogue,” says he, * possesses o double
claim on our regard; lirst for its antiquity, and
next, by the notes added to it by Mr. Locke.”

‘he information this ancient paper gives us rela-
tive to the origin of the institution comes from
& remote period, and is highly to be valued. The

uestion 1s asked, “ How came masonry into
ingland ?”  The answer is, ¢ Pythagoras, a Gre-
¢ian, journeyed for knowledge into Egypt and
[V;na., and every land where the Pheenicians had
io(lllted masonry; and having entrance into all
ges of masons, he learned much and return-

ed and dwelt in Grecia Magnia, becoming
mighty wise man and made renowned ; he framn-
ed a great Lodge at Groton, and made many
Masons ; some journeyed into France and made
Many masons, from which place, in process of
time the art passed into England.” The Pheeni-
Clans are well known to be the Canaanites of the

Iipture—the nations whom the Lord cursed
ad destroyed without mercy for their noted
olatry, 'Ehe Egyptians were a branch of the
8ame family; all were decendants of am, the
300 of Noah. From these filthy Canaanitesand

gYptians, the world has received the mysteries
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of masonry. Pythagoras traveled into Kgypt
and every land where the Canaanites had planted
masonzy. Amongst those nations he learned
mason¥ ; returned to Greece and framed v greab
Lodge, and made many masons; some of these
fraveled imto France and made many masons;
from this place magonry passed into Kngland.
From this mvestigation of the subject, it must
appear with a hing dcgrm of certainty, that the
ancient and honorable mstitution of freemasonry,
originated among the wicked descendants of
Ham.

4. The Jewish and christian ornaments which
have been thrown over the institution, are all Of
modern date. They never belonged to originil
masonry. They have been added as have a great
number of higher degrees. When Mr. Preston
wrote his book on masonry, which is dated 178S;
it 18 obvious that masonry then embraced only
three degrees. Since that period masons have
been fruitful in their inventions. Mr. Preston
professes to give a history of the «different de-
yrees,” of masonry up to the time he wrote:
Nothing is said 1n his whole volume of mor
than three legitimate degrees, nor of any lecture
or ceremony, or charge relating to any other de-
gree. He often speaks of persons being raised
to the suplime degree of master mason, but 10
higher. “ Jachin and Boaz,” which was publish—
ed not long after, professes to disclose the whole
of ancient and modern masonry. Nothing I3
sald in that book of more than three degrees
The fair conclusion is, that at the time these
books were published, masonry comprised hut
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three degrees. It is now said to comprise more
than fifty* |

Christian sentiments and passages from  the
Holy Scripturcs never belonged to ancient ma-
sonry. In the lecture on the lirst degree, a pas-
gage of Scripture is introduced from  the 7ih
chapter of Matthew, and made a part of the lec-
ture. In the second degree, o passage is intro-
duced from the prophecy of Amos, and made a
part of the lecture. These seriptures were not
In existence till hundreds of years after the pre-
tended origin of the institution. What connec-
tion then have they with ancient masonry # Mr.
Bradley, on the third degree, mentions a passage
of Scripture, which he says is read during the
<eremony of initiation. Mr. Preston, in his lec-
ture on the same degree, says nothing of this
8cripture ; and it obviously made no part of the
ceremony at that time, which is not forty yvears
8Ince.

In the lecture on the third degree, we are told
that therc were “three Grand Masters” (Solo-
mon, king of Isracl, Hiram, king of Tyre, and

Iram “ Abiff”) employed in building Solomon’s
temple. This is a fable. A Grand Master is

aster of a Grand Lodge. A Grand Lodge 1s
Composed of a3 number of Lodges within a cer-
tain district. Were there three Grand Lodges
- In exigtence when the temple was built? Was

ére even one? 'The first Grand Lodge, of
Which we have any account, was formed in Eng-

d in the reign of Athelstanc, nearly two

ousand years after the building of the temple.

* Bradley, p. 45,
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Prince Edwin was the Grand Master of this
Lodge, and the first of which the history of ma-
sonry gives any account.* Sacred history gives
us no information that Hiram, king of Lyre,
ever left his kingdom to dwell at Jerusalem, or
that he was associated with Solomon in huilding
the temple, otherwise than to furnish certain
materials :l.('s(-m‘tling to contract. Iiam, the
widow’s son, or masonically, * Abiff)? was noth-
g more than o skillful workman ecmployed by
Solomon.  Now, by what authority do masons
suy that there were three Grand Masters associs
ated  in building the temple? These three
Grand Masters must stand on the same list with
Enoch’s subterranean temple. Indeed, this de-
gree of masonry 18 as great a fable as was ever
invented. It is founded on the pretended death
of Hiram, the widow’s son. If the degree of
master mason originated at the building of the
temple, and was founded on the death of Hiram,
then 1t did not exist before his death ; and be-
fore this there were no master masons, Butthe
story and the ceremony suppose that the degrec
ghd exist before, and that there wag cven K

Grand Lodge at Jerusalem” If the degree did
cexist before his death, what was it? (On what
was 1t founded ? What ceremonies @id it cm-
bracc? It must have been different from whab
1t wus after. The three ruffians who are sup-
posed to have killed Hiram, are said to have been
tellow-crafts; yet the imprecation which one
was heard to utter from the cave in which they
were found, was the penalty annexed to the oath

+*Preston, p. 281.
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of & master mason. What did this fellow-craft
know about the oath of a master mason when
he had never heard it repeated ?  Hiram is said
to have been killed before the temple was finish-
ed, which produced great confusion among the
workmen.  But the seriptures inform ns thal he
lived to finish all the work about the temple
Thg story further supposes that Hivam drew the
designs and plans, and had the oyersight of the
building of' the temple.  But the Seriptures in-
form us that the plans and designs of the temple
were given Solomon by David, as he received
them by the inspiration of God;t and that he
ad the oversight of the wholes that the busi-
Dess of Hiram was to prepare the vessels and
furniture of the house.f It is further said that
r Hiram’s body had laid in the grave fourteen
Y8 attempts were made to raise it, first by
Pulling the fore finger, then by pulling the
8econd finger; last of all Solomon raised it up
by the master’s grip. This is utterly incredible.
t is therefore certain that this degree did not
Originate at the building of the temple ; for such
things never took place as the degree supposes.
18 one of the most absurd fabrications cver
credited by human heings.* If the degree did
eX18t before the building of the temple, it is not
Q0w what it was in its origin. It has been
sformed into a different shape.
I the first three degrees, select portions of

1 vii: 40; 2 Chron. iv: 11. +1 Chron. xxviii: 11, 12, 19.
A Kings 'vii: 14 ’

m;Ion:md ask professors of christianity who feel delicate about

cing masonry, if they can justify themselves in giving coun-
tenance to this base imposition ¢ \



. B4 AN INQUIRY INTO

Scripture are made to compose a considerablf
share of the ceremonies of the upper degrees.
These scriptures are mostly taken from the New
Testament which was not in existence for more
than one thousand years after the building of the
temple. This proves to g demonstration, that
the {ectums zm({ ceremonies which these serip-
tures compose are of modern date. |

In the fourth degree, no less than six different
assgres are quoted from the New Testament.
L; this an ancient degree?  Did it originale at
the building of the temple? At the opening of
the Lodge on the scventh, or degree of Royal
Arch Muson, a passage 18 read from the New
Testament.  After this, one from Isaianh, one
from laggai, one from Zechariah, one {from the
first chapter in J ohn, one from Hebrews and one
from Amos, are introduced imto the ceremonies
of the degree. Are thege ancient ceremonies’
The high priesthood of masonry belongs to this
degree, and has no connection with ancient ma-
sonry ; for it is merely g perpetuation of the
Levitical priesthood, and a great share of the 7th
chapter of Hebrews, is made g part of the cere
monies which pertain to the order. |

It is necessary that the reader should under-
stand that all the upper degrees have 10 connec:
tion with the first three. ‘hey are independent
of these, and have originated from some other
Source. There is a difference between Chapters
and Lodges. Chapters are composed of Roy
Arch masons. There are two kinds of Lodges
One kind is composed of those who possess the

*Bradley's book and the Monitor,
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-degrees of ancient masonry—the first three. The
other kind is composed of those who possess the
next three higher degrees—Mark Master, Past
Master and Most Excellent Master. These are
preparatory to the degree of Royal Arch, and
are conferred by Royal Arch Chapters.  Lodges
of the first three degrees cannot confer any of
the upper degrees.

From the history of masonry, it is obvious
thut the upper degrees are of recent, date. Grand
Chapters of Royal Arch masons commenced
their cxistence in America.  “For,” gays M.
Webb, “Chapters of Royal Arch Masons are
held under the authority of Grand Chapters.”*

ow if Chapters and (rand Chapters existed in
8ome foreign country before they existed in this,
then Chapters in this country can trace their
origin to some forcign Grand Chapter, and can
8how the power which has been granted them by
8uch foreign Chapter for their organization. Let
the first Chapter which existed in America pro-
uce warrants which they have received from
foreign Grand Chapters. If they can do this,

ey will favor us with « more light.” The first
‘Grand Chapter of which Mr. Webh gives any
‘account was organized in America in *“ the year
1797 Previous to this, Chapters were held
Without any warrant. After this those chapters
Which did not apply for warrauts to this Grand

pter, were considered illegal. The first
Lodges in America on the first three degrees,
vere held by warrants which they received from
foreign Girand Lodges, as may be seen in Mr.

*Page 177,
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Webb’s History of Masonry. Why were not the
first Chapters held under warrants received from
foreign Emud Chapters?  Plainly, no - such
Chapters existed at the time ; yet we are told the
Royal Arch degree “is the saummit and perfection
of ancient masonry.”™ What a perversion of
truth! Ancient masons knew nothing about
Royal Arch masonry. .
Further, whenee originated the great word
the royal arch degree 2 1t is pretended that, this
word wag lost. at the death of Hiram ADbifr, and
was found four hundred and seventy years after,
by Royal Arch masons. It is said {o have been
lost in the following manner: No persons bt
Solomon, IHiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram ADiff
knew the word. They had taken a solemn oath
never to divulge it unless they three were pres:
ent. Hiram Abiff was killed, and the word was .
lost. . Solomon, and Hiram, king of Tyre, could
not give the word without violating their oaths.
Another word was substituted by Solomon 1B
place of that which was lost, and continues, and
18 called the master’s word to this day. I now
ask, how that word was found four hundred and
Scventy years after the death of those threc per-
sons, when none else in existence knew it? Ad-
nmitting that the pretended word was found fouf
hundred and seventy years after it was lost, what
was the word in the Royal Arch degree before
this? Where was the Royal Arch degree ? Call
1t exist without the word ? This story clearly

proves that Royal Arch masonry was unknown
to the ancients,

*Bradley, p. 122.
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CHAPTER 1V.

ON THE RELIGIOUS PRETENSIONS O MASONLY.

In this chapter, Tshall further attempt to show
tho inconsistency of the religious pretensions of
freemasonry.  1h the first chapter they are bare-
ly named.

L It is there seen thal masonry pretends io
8ave men, to conduct them to heaven, and he-
8tow on them the reward of @ blessed immortal-
Wy. It is no great tusk to show that this is u
dqlusion. There is no system but that of the
Bible, by which muan can be saved. This no
sober christian will deny. Masonry is not the
8ystem of the Bible; therefore it cannot save
Inen, and its pretensions to save them are false.

ta man practice every duty, and believe every
article of the masonic creed, yvet after all he may

e his bed in sorrow, and “dwell with dc-
vouring flames.”

. Masonry has no Saviour—no atonement for
SI—no repentance toward God and faith in our
L?l‘d Jesus Christ—no Holy Spirit—no regener-
ation and sanctification by the influence of the
Smt-no justification by the righteousness or

t, and no doctrin¢ of the Trinity. Can
en be gaved by such a system? Masons may
gl'etgnq that these things belong to their creed,

ut it i8 all pretension, it is not real ; they be-
long to the christian’s crecd, and not to the
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mason’s. T'hese are doctrines in which wicked
men can never unite; their hearts are at war
with them.

Masonry is so shaped and modeled, that it ex-
actly pleases the carnal mind, and is designed to
bring all classes of men together, upon a system
with which none shall find fuult. There is
nothing in the whole economy of’ masonry with
which the carnal mind is naturally at enmity :
all is gratifying, and cqually as gratifying to
deists us to any other class of men. To tell men
that such a system of religion will save them, is
one of the suggestions of the prince of darkness
to accomplish their ruin. ‘

If masonry be a system of salvation, and all
its pretensions true, masons are certainly unjus-
tifiable in concealing it from any of the human
family, especially from the fair sex. Why should:
they be left to perish? Why not teach them the
whole duty of man, open before them the riches
of divine grace in boundless prospect, show .
them their election of God and their glorified
station in his kingdom ? It is equally as impor-
tant that they should know and see these things
as that others should.

2. The doctrines and precepts of the Bible,
have no necessary connection with -masonry.
They belong to the Bible and to no other system ;
they are designed to sanctify and build up the
church of Christ and not a masonie ﬁ:)dg'e.
What authority, then, have masons for telling
the world that masonry teaches the whole dut
of man, the same faith and practice with chris-
tianity, and the whole subject matter of divine
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economy? They have none; they who do this

are guilty of deception. From the Bible, sinful,

fallen man, must take his faith and practice; to-

this, as to a light which shines in a dark place,

ghe Lord directs him to go and learn his whole
uty.

8. It is not true that Jesus Christ is the spirit
and essence, and foundation of the masonic in-
Btitution, ¢ hus no more connection with it
than he has with mahomedanism or puganism.

| He is the spirit and essence of christianity, and

not of masonry; the foundation of the femple
of Jehovah, and not of the temple of freemasons.
We muy venture to say, that it is yet a secret to
the angels in heaven, that the first promise of a
Baviour to this lost world, is the great corner
stone in the edifice of speculative freemasonry.

What! the Saviour of men—the Prince of life
—the second person in the adorable Trinity; is
he the foundation, spirit, and essence of that
8ystem of religion, wgich 18 nothing more than .
an amalgamation of pagan superstitions and .
Jewish ceremonies? Do masons generally be-
lieve this themselves? Do they acknowledge
the crucified Jesus as the foundation of their
hopes? How many of the fraternity are avowed
deists, openly ridicule the doctrine of the Trin-
1y, the Deity, and vicarious sufferings of Christ;

t Christ crucified be preached in masonic

es ; and masons urged by the terror of the

» by the fire which is prepared for the devil
and his angels, to believe in him; what a scat-
tering ; what a falling off would there be! Did
the ancient hecathen priests and philosophers,
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star-gazers and astrologers, believe the doctrine
of the Trinity, and acknowledge Jesus as the
foundation, spirit, and essence of their myste-
ries? “Masonic principles are the same in every
age and nation.”

I may be told that the things which I dispute
are supported by masonic traditions. What are
masonic traditions ?  Who will be 8o credulous
a8 to embrace a pretended system of religion,
which is su )Pnrted by nothing but masonic tra-
ditions?  Mr., Town tells us o remarkable story
about the preservation of the five books of
Moses, by masons, when the Israclites were car-
ried captive into Babylon* We have another of
@ similar nature in the Monitor, concerning
Enoch, who it is said, “being inspired by the
Most High, built a temple under ground, and
dedicated it to God.”t These are supported by
masonic traditions. -

What wonderful sayings may not a man sup-
port by traditions? Have masons never read
what has been written by the infallible dictates
of the divine Spirit? “Thus have ye made the
commandment of God, of none effect by your
tradition ;” “For laying aside the commandment
of God, ye hold the tradition of men ;” “Full
well ye reject the commandment of God that ye
may keep your own tradition.”{ In view of
these scriptures, masonic traditions deserve but
little credit, What is the saving power of ma-
sonry then? It is just what it would be, with-
out the precepts and doctrines which have been *

*p. 226. 1p. 5. 3Math, xv: 6; Mark vil: 8, 9.
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‘detached from the Bible. It is as unable to save,
‘a8 if there were no Bible in existence.

4. Masonry never renovated any part of the
world. It pretends to form the most lovely, the
most illustrious moral characters, to fit men for
heaven and for its cternal enjoyment; yet it
never formed one such charactor, nor titted one
goul for heaven, nor reclvimed one sinner from
the paths of perdition. "There is no person in
heaven nor on carth, who can say that he has
been turned from sin to holiness, transformed
into the image of Christ, made a new creature,
made meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of
the saints in light, by the influence of masonry.
Without this change, no person sustains the
‘christian character, nor that character which is
lovely in the sight of God; and “literally mark-
ed wrth the highest beauties.” This change is
wrought and tgis character formed by the chris-
tian religion, and not by masonry. The chris-
tian religion has formed millions of such charac-
tere; but masonry never formed one. Hence,
falling short of its highest pretensions, as a re-
ligious system, it is one of the greatest delusions
ever imposed on the world.

Did the Lord ever pour out his spirit upon
masonic Lodges, and produce revivals in them,
like those we often witness in christian
churches ? Mr. Bradley has favored us with an

teresting account of revivals in christian

urches; but he has given us no account of

#uch revivals in masonic Lodges: and I presume

he had none to give. Is it not remarkable that

we should be told that masonry “embraces the
D
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whole subject matter of divine economy ;” that
it “embraces and inoulcates evangelical truth ;”*
yet the Lord never owned and blessed it by the
outpouring of his spirit upon its members?
hose who belong to masonic Lodges, and live
under the influence of this pretended sublime
institution, are no better than other men ; they
are not more holy, benevolent, and honest ; their
lives are not more Christ like, they are not more
free from the follies and imperfections of fallen
men ; christiang are no better. Those who do
not profess to be christians do not pursuc any
different course of conduct than the rest of an
unbelieving world. .

It 1s pretended, as we have already seen, that
the ancient Druids, the priests and philosophers
of all heathen nations, understood and taught
the mysteries of masonry. This being the case,
and masonry “embracing the whole subject mat-
ter of divine economy, and inculcating evangeli-
cal truth ;” why did not those priests and phi--

losophers, enlighten and reform the world, and
- deliver the nations from the darkness of 1dolatry,
and form those characters on which the divine
Being looks with so much comﬁlacency, and
which “are literally marked with the highest
beauties?” Did they inculcate evangelical truth ?
* Masonic Princi les are the same in every age
and nation.” W&y did they not evangelize the
world and reclaim it from idolatry ? y were
they idolaters themselves ? Plainly, becanse ma:
sonry 18 not what it professes to be. Will not
evangelical truth and the whole subject matter

*Town, p. 37.
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of divine economy, reform men and reclaim
them from idolatry? They will; they have
done it, and are continuing to do it; but ma-
gonry has never done it, 'and never can do it.

It has tried its strength, Previous to the ad-
vent of Him, who is the light of the world,
those priests and philosophers were the wisest,
and the most ably qualified to reform the world,
they ever were.

Then it was that pure muasonry madeo its great-
est efforts, and was found wanting. The cloud
of moral darkness which overshudowed this
ruined world, was daily bhecoming more impene-
trable; the nations of the carth were sinking
lower in crime, and wandering further from the
true God and the path to eternal life. As for
anything masonry could ever do, brighter pros-
pects would never have shown, and better days
would never have been seen.

5. Another pretension of masonry is, that the
ultimate point of its research, is a knowledge of
Christ, and that the term LOGOS, or WORD,
the appropriate name of the second person in the
Trinity, has been preserved in the masonic in-
atitution, and known even to pagans. ¢ This
WORD,” says Mr. Town, “with 1ts masonic pro-
nunciation, can be traced back in the institution
for more than two thousamd years for certainty.”
What can be the masonic pronunciation of tgis
WORD ? Is it something mysterious, which
God has communicated to masons, but has never
revealed to the church ?

“The period cannot be fixed when the true

name of (rod was not known, and reverenced in
c?
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the masonic institution.”* How inconsistent !
Did those ancient heathens know and reverence
the true name of God? What did the Atheni-
ans know about the true God ? Here were some
of the most learned masons in the world; yet
the true God whom Paul preached was to them
unknown. “For as I passed by and beheld your
devotions, T found un altar with this inseription
ToTHE UNKNOWN GOD: whom therefore
ve ignorantly worship.”t |

“Plato and some of his disciples used the
1.LOGOS, as a term of high impm't;..”{_\ Suppose
he did? what did this great idolater know of its
true import?  “ From the whole masonic econ-
omy, it appears that one great point in that dis-
pensation, was to attain and preserve the true
knowledge of the mysteries of this WORD.”§
“ This divine WORD has, in every age of the
world, been held sacred, and faithfully trans-
mitted from one to another in ancient form to
the present day.”| This WORD, however
mysterious it may appear to the world, has been
understood and held sacred by the masonic order
from time immemorial.”¥ hat coincidence is
there between the mysteries of this WORD, and
the mysteries of the Egyptian priests, into which
Pythagoras was initiated ? .

In the quotations we have now made, several
important things are contained. 1. Masons, and
ecven pagan masons, have ever been acquainted
with the meaning of the term LOGOS, or
WORD. 2. Masons, and even pagan masons,

*Town, p. 89. tActs xvii: 23. iTown, p. 153. §Town, p. 152.
“ Town, p. 145, ¥ Town, p. §7.

o
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have always known and revered the true name
of the true God. 3. The mysteries of the divine
WORD, are the mysteries of masonry, and have
been preserved in the institution. 4. The great
object of masonic resecarch has ever been to ob-
tain a knowledge of these mysteries. What
greater inconsistencies ever came from the pen
of u christinn writer!

Perhaps Mr. Town would support these things
by masonic traditions; but he must recollect
that such traditions arc not credited as infullible
and that ancient men made void the truth by
their traditions. He who can  believe such
strange inconsistencics, can believe anything,
however absurd, if it only belongs to the creed of
his own party.

What did ancient heathens know about Jesus,
the divine WORD, God manifest in the flesh ?
Did they understand this mystery? Did they
“attain and preserve a frue knowledge of the
mysteries of this WORD” in the institution of
ancient heathen masonry? Will people in
christian land, educated in the christian religion.
believe that the mysteries of ancient heathens,
or those which masons are solemnly hound to
conceal, are the mysteries of the WORD of God ?
or that God has ever communicated any infor-
mation to masons relative to the LOGOS, which
i8 not found in the Bible? When a man de-
clares that a true knowledge of the mysteries of
the eternal WORD has %een preserved in the
masonic institution, he betrays the wild imagin-
ation of an enthusiast. '

The mysteries of masonry are solemnly con-

D3
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cealed from the world ; but the mysteries of
godliness are revealed, and ministers are employ-
ed by the Great Head of the church, for the ex-
press purpose of making these mysteries known to
all men.  “To make all men see,” says St. Paul,
““what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
trom tho beginning of the world hath been hid in
God$” not in a masonic Lodge, Ministers and
christians are in possession of no mysteries from
(rod, which they are to conceal from any of their
fellow creatures. They are to communicate to
the world all the information they ean, relative
to the Word which was with God, and was God,
and was made tiesh and dwelt among us.

6. The union of the masonic institution de-
gerves to be noticed.  Much of what Mr, Town
says respecting a want of union among the
churches of Jesus, is too true ; yet his picture is
of too dark a shade. ¢ Those strong cords of
union which should have bound them together,
as disciples of the same Lord, and heirs of the
same inheritance,” have never been rent assun-
der, as he affirms. Notwithstanding their differ-
ences respecting externals, and their want of
charity ; there is yet a union existing among
them to which masonry is an utter stranger.

Let us exhibit the union of each, and see
which is superior. What is the union of chris-
tiang ¥ ““ And the multitude of them that be-
lieved were of one heart and one soul.” ¢ For
we being many, are one bread and one body.”
“In whom ye also are builded together for a hab-
itation of God through the spirit.”* This is the

* Actsiv: 32,1 Cor.x:17; Eph.ii: 32
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wunion of christians, which is formed by the di-
{iit?e Spirit, and is radical to the hope of eternal

e

What is the union of masons ? ¢ The uni-
versal principles of the art, unite in onc indisso-
luble bond of" affection, men of the most oppo-
Bite tenets, of the most distant countries, and of
the most contradictory opinions.”*  Jlow unlike
that which is of one heart and of one sowd.  low
remarkable that an indissoluble bond of aftec-
tion should be formed over the most opposite
tencts and contradictory opinions !

Christianity unites men in heart, and makes
them one. They may difter in the externals of
religion while they are one in heart ; but mason-
ry unites men in the same masonic principles
and ceremonies, while they are widely separated
by ¢ opposite tenets and contradictory opinions.”
‘The pagan, the papist, the Jew, and the chris-
tian are duly qualified for this brotherhood,
without surrendering any of their contradictions
about God and religion.

What Mr. Town says relative to the union of
the masonic institution is a mistake, or Mr. Pres-
ton has not given a true history of masonry.
“It is much to be regretted,” says he, “ that any
separate interest should have destroyed the so-
cial intercourse of masons ; but it 18 no less re-
markable than true that the bretheren in the
north {of England] and those in the south are
now in a manner unknown to each other.”
Again: “All friendly intercourse ceased, and
the York masons, from that moment ‘considered

® Preston,, p 30.
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their interest distinct from the masons under the
Grand Lodge in London.” “This so widened
the original breach between the brethren in the
north and south of England, that thence for-
ward all future correspondence between the
Grand Lodges has totally ceased.” Oncemore:
‘“This, however, produced only a temporary
suspension of  hostilities 3 for the flame AR
broke out anew, and gave rise to commotions,
which aftterwards materially interrupted (he
peace of the society.”®  These (uotations cle:
ly prove that the pretended indissoluble bm}d
of union, of which masons often speak, and 1
which they appear to glory much, exists harely
1n name.

There 1s no more of the lasting union and‘l'efﬂ
affection of the gospel, in the masonic society;
than there would be in an army of soldiers col
lected from the different parts, and the various
nations of the earth. The union of christians 1%
living, increasing, everlasting ; it is that whicb
sectarian principles, floods of adversity, fires ©
persecution, and the rage of infernal spirits, ¢alt
never dissolve. But when the ruthless arm o
death shall have buried the empires of the earth.
and time shall have demolished cvery human
fabric, masons may look for the last wrecek ol
their boasted edifice, amongst the ruins of th
grave yard. _

From the remarks in this chapter, we may ¥
fer, that masonry in the assumed character of Té
ligion, is a dangerous system+s and will, ut”
doubtedly, be the means of deceiving many:

* Preston, pp. 173, 184, 187, 189,
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Men are told by masonic writers, in the
most unequivocal terms, that masonry possesses
the same excellences with christianity, and if
they practice the duties of masonry they will be
Baved. It is easy to make the credulous part
of community bhelicve this, especially  when
taught by men of intluence, and exhibited in
the most alluring forms. No doubt there are
many of the fraternity who do believe it, and
rest their hopes for heaven on masonry.  Such
men are deceived ; and if they die in their de-
ception, they must be lost ;3 and their loss must
€ attributed to the pernicious influence of ma-
sonry. In consequence of this self-righteous
Scheme, they have rejected the doctrines of the
ible, and built their hopes on the sand.
asonry is so pleasing to the natural man,
that he is easily captivated by it. Ckristianity
ﬁfremptorily demands of him, repentance for
8 8ins, faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, a hum-
'€ reliance on his vicarious sufferings for salva-
tion, and a persevering practice of the self-deny-
ng duties of the cross. For these things he has
DO relish ; his mind is at war with them. Ma-
2O0ry makes none of these imperious demands ;
It charms him, it every way pleases him ; it
teaches him, that to practice external morality,
Wil render him virtuous and lovely in the sight
of his Maker, and entitle him to a seat in heaven.
18 outside polish, this bare show of piety, is
18 hope, and all his religion ; yes, it is the
oPe, the boast, the pride, and the religion of
Masonry ; its Alpha and Omega, its beginning,
and end.  Read the writings of masons ; what
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do they extol above every thing clse ? what do
they urge upon their members by all that is sol
emn ? Not the exersise of faith ; not the re-
pentance of the gospel ; not the necessit-yjof _be-
Ing born again ; not the righteousness of Christ,
and a humble reliance on this for salvation ; but
the practice of good morals; you agree to be
a good man and true, and strictly to obey the
moral law.,”*

In all the masonic writings 1T have purnml,l
find not a solitary instance in which faith ﬁ”‘!
repentance are urged as masonie duties, or th"
righteousness of Christ so much as named 3
the foundation of justification before God. It
18 do and live. Men who build their hopes here:
must be lost. ,

The style of masons in their writings, espect
ally in their prayers, appears quite ditterent
from that of humble christians. 1t is the style
of Se]f-suﬂiciency ; of those who are whole a0
need no physician, rather than of those who have3
deep sense of the depravity of their own hearts
and of their absolute dependence for salvatioh
upon the mercy of God through his Son Jesw
Christ. The following is the language of a ¥
sonic poet :

* Illustrious hence, we date our Art,
And now in beauteous piles appear,
Which shall to endless, to en({)less time impart,
OW worthy and how great we aro.’'+

This worthiness and this greatness are not Mh-
kpow]edged to be or Christ, nor of grace throug
him. It is self, and is the language of a pha™
see who is boasting of heaven with nothing bt

* Bradley, p. 231, + Bradicy, p. 318.
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an outside show, which in his own view renders
him “worthy and great” How different is this
from the language of a saint:—“ O wretched
man that I am ; who am less than the least of
all saints.”

The Saviour taught his disciples to pray in
his name ; and in his name they do pray. A
rayer which is not offored in his name is not of
faith, is not dictated by the Holy Spirit, is not
heard and unswered, and is not the prayer of a
renewed heart. Masons do not approach God
in his name, nor acknowledge it as the medium
of communication. I have pernsed about twen-
ty masonic prayers, and found not one which
was offered in the name of Christ. The Holy
Spirit was not once named. No sins were con-
fessed. But a solitary instance in which a par-
don of sin was prayed for. What are these, but
the prayers of deists ? Men who offer such
El‘ayers are hoping for heaven. “ What is the

Ope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained,
when God taketh away his soul ?”

CHAPTER V.,

THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY—INSTRUCTING BY EM-
BLEMS—METHOD OF TREATING THE SCRIPTURES
—HIGH PRIESTHOOD—WORSHIP—DEDICATION

OF LODGES AND HALLS—FUNERAL CEREMONIES
—MOTIVES.

* My Kingdom,” says the Saviour, ¢ is not of

this world.” Does he mean the masonic institu-
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tion ? Is this his kingdom ? Will he acknowk
edge it as such on the great day, when he shall
come in the elouds, when the trump of God
shall sound and the voice of the arch-angel shall
be heard 7 Who will then be received and ac-
‘knowledged as his bride in the prescnce of as
sembled worlds ?  'What is the masonic society,
but a worldly community ? It is no more holy,
no moro separated from the world, and has ne
more of the spirit of Christ and the loyeliness of
his kingdom, than have the kingdoms of the
world, which he will rule with a rod of iron and
dash in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 1t is mostly)
and it may be, wholly composed of men of the
world, who have no fear of God before their
eyes, but act with a supreme reference to popw
lar distinction or self-agrandizement.
. 1. The meekness of Christ does not character:
1ze the masenic institution. It is not designe
for meek-minded men ; but for men of all clas¥
€8, who are proud, haughty, ambitious; who
love the praise of man more than the praise 0
God. What room is there for the mecknesso
Christ in such a soclety ? Tothe meckness an
gentleness of Christ they can make no claims;
for these %races are not even required as qual-
fications for membership, nor were they evef
produced‘ by masonic influence. If this spirtt
1s found in individuals of the brotherhood, i
belongs to christianity and not to masonfy’
Ow can masonry produce and nourish th¥®
spirit, when it is said to unite *“ men of the most

opposite tenets and of the most contradictory
opinions ?”’
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The spirit of masonry is the spirit of the
‘'world and not of Christ. Christianity lays
aside every needless ornament, every thing that
glitters, and every thing the world admires, and
passes through it like a still small voice: often
unobserved by the great, except as an object of
ridicule and contempt. Not so with masonry :
its parado is well known and is often Keen, in
pompous ceremonies and emblems, and splendid
attire which dazzle the cyes of gazing multi-
tades. The world bas no war with this : it is
]gerfectly congenial with its spirit. But how
ar, how very far from the spirit of Christ !
Call 4 man a high priest of masonry, clothe him
in all the insignia of his office, write “ HoLINESS
TO THE LoRD > on his front—does he look like a
humble disciple of Jesus ? Does this look like
the New Testament religion, or like worldly pa-
Tade ?
We read in the Holy Scriptures, “that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God.”
:a80NTYy 1n its very gpirit and essence is thc
friendship of the world, and is therefore enmity
Wwith God.
2. Christianity teaches the doctrines and pre-
%8 of morality in plain langunage, and in 2
Plain simple manner ; but masonry pretends to
teach them by emblems and ceremonies,
i T.he law of ceremonies which was anciently
mstituted by God, has been abrogated ; and no
Person or persons are at liberty to revive it or
Introduce another. Many of the masonic cere-
Monies are well known to be ancient Jewish

Ceremonies. These havelong since answered the
E
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purposes for which they were instituted, bave
been blotted out and nailed to the cross by the
divine Saviour. What authority have masons
for reviving them ? They have none. They
aro insulting the Most IHigh; and contend-
ing with him, that his Son las not fullilled ‘the
law and the prophets, nor become the end of the
law for righteousness; but was an impostor, and
allit is said he has done, is o fiction.

Theso ceremonies, as instituted by God, had
some meaning ; they were a shadow of goot
things to come, and cxhibited ina very hved
figure the whole gospel dispensation. bBu
this meaning masons have preverted. The’
ceremonies have not the morality of Jes¥
Christ in them, and are not a shadow of g
things to come. :

They may tell us that certain things in theV
institution are designed to teach certain tr“thsj
and to be emblems of certain virtues ; but
whose authority, and what instruction can thef
give us from these things ? Wherehas the Lo
informed us, in his word, that a chisdl, « p
@ square, & compass, o trowel, a scythe, ‘{”d .
white leather apron, are emblems of the virts®
of the humanagg:rt, and are designed to 100
cate moral truths ? Mr. Town tells us, that
habitual prastice of every commendable virts?
is tanght by suitable and appropriate masod”
emblems ;” also, « in a word, the history of n_;
ture and grace is most beautifully preﬁglﬁlred .
a lively display of masonic symbols.””* -Nﬁie |
the Almighty hss taught us theee things i8 |-
word, 1n plain and definite language; 10! )

# Pagos 136, 0.
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chisels and mallets, and whitc leather aprons, and
other masonic symbols. I may say that my can-
dle and snuffers before me, arc emblems of the
virtues of the heart, and are designed to teach
moral truths. [ should be as nobly employed,
should T attempt to communicate religious in-
struction from these, to lost, dying men, as from
i chisel or mallet. My authority is as good in
one case as in the other.

A papist may Yrcscnb us with o figure extend-
¢d upon a cross, blood streaming from its side
and tell us, that this is an emblem of the Saviour
of the world ruffering for the sins of men. He
would have as much divine authority for this, as
masons have for any of their emblems. What
need of all this? Is not the duty of man plainly
taught him in the Bible? He who leaves this
precious word and goes to masonic emblems for
moral instruction, is like one who leaves a pure
fountain for a filthy puddle. All the religious
information fallen man needs, God has commu-
nicated in his written word, and in 8 manner so
Ver{calain and simple, that the lowest human
capacity may understand it with no other teacher
than the Holy Spirit.

e are informed by Mr. Town, that the apos-
Lacy of man is exhibited in a lively manner by
masonic representation. “In view of this state,
naked and exposed to the Divine displeasure,
the candidate is constrained to look forward to

¢ great source and fountain whence all his
'ﬂm;goral ﬁ well as spiritual wants may be sup-
Plied.”* Must a man, to learn that he 18 a fallen

‘P“eu
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creature, go to a masonic hall and there pass
through some kind of ceremony, which shall
exhibit in action the naked, exposed and wretch-
cd condition of Adam; and be told that this
represents his apostacy, and that he is cxposed
to the Divine (ﬁtspleasure? Is there no other
way in which he may be taught this?  Let him
read in God's word, « by one man sin entered
into the world, and Jegth by sin, and so death
assed upon all men, for that all have sinned.””
I'his will teach him without any kind of cere
mony, that he is a sinner, and is exposed to Dr
vine displeasure. I may carry conviction to
his h.eart, and such conviction as shall terminate
in his l;ia?pentance, reformation, and return to
God: hat conviction did those masonic cere
monies ever fix on the heart of a sinful being’
Tell us of the evangelical repentance, the brok
enness and contrition of heart produced by them-
~ Weare farther told, that there are many things
In a masonic Lodge, which represent the doctrin€
of the Trinity, & The Lodge,” says Mr. Town,
“is emblematically supported by three grand
pillars—the principal officers are three—three
articles constitute tEe furniture : the Holy Bible,
the square and the compass ;’t and many other
things he mentions of a similar nature. It woul
be gratifying if he would show us his authority
if he has any, for telling people that these thing?
represent the doctrine of the Trinity, Does not
r. Town know, and does not every one who 3
cducated in the christian religion know, thi!
there is no representation of thig awful mystery

*Romans, v, 12, tPage n4.
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The person who makes sach a representation is
not far from idolatry!

The superstitions Hindoos made a god with
three faces to represent the same idea. There is
as much of the christian religion in this heathen
figure, as in three grand pillars, or any other
‘masonic representation. . Who are guilty of the
greatest folly and superstition, and even wick-
odness, ignorant | lim{oos or enlightened masons?
Is it true that three grand pillars, or three offi-
cers, or three articles ot furniture, the lloly
Bible, the square and compass, are emblematical
of the adorable Three, who bare record in heav-
en, and are onc ?  How strange that men of pro-
fessed picty should pretend such things! If a
person wishes to learn more of God, of himself,
and duty, let him go to the Bible, that sure word
of prophecy, and not to masonic emblems.

3. The manner in which masons treat the Holy
Scriptures, betrays a want of revererence to
their Divine Author. Mr. B. often tells us they
are read by them, accompanied with solemn
ceremonies. What ceremonies has the Lord
commanded them to perform while they read
his word ?

They pervert the Scriptures. This may be
8een in Mr. Bradley’s work, and in the Monitor.

ne passage is taken from the first of Peter, 2d
chagt,er; “Ye also as lively stones are built up
3 spiritual house, a holy priesthood to offer up
piritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus

hrist” 1 will now give it as masons have
quoted it: “Ye also as lining stones, be ye

built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, tc
E3



18 AN INQUIRY INTO

offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.” Not built
up a spiritual house, by the agency of the IToly
Spirit, but are exhorted to build themsclves up
as such. Not spiritual sacrifices, nor arc they
offered and rendered acceptable to God by Jesws
Clrist. What sacrifices do masons ofler, and by
whom are they made acceptable? A part o
this passage 18 alterod mu& a part is omitted,
which perverts the entire sense of the whole
What absurd sentiment may not a man support.
even from the Bible, by taking this liberty 7
“Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Serip
tures, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation,
tried stone, a precious corner stone, n surc foulr
dation, he that believeth shall not make haste &
pass it over.”” Here is an addition. « 70 pas
¢t over”’ 18 not in the Bible. ,
“Unto you, therefore, which believe, he ¥
precious, but unto them which be disobedient:
the stone which the builders disallowed, th¢
same 1S made the head of the corner.” Read
the quotation: “Unto, you, therefore, which
believe, it s an honor, and even to them which !
disobedient, the stone which the builders di¥
allowed, the same is made the head of the cof
ner.” The entire sense of this passage is Pe';
verted. The precious Jesus is taken away, and
a believer is made honorable, and the stone ¥
thi *head of the corner even to the disobed!
ent. |
_Another passage is from the 2d of Thessalo
nians, 3d chapter. An attempt is made to uoté
the chapter from the 6th verse throug out

* Bradlev, pp. 191 198,
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"The 6th verse reads—*“ Now we command you,
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw yourselves from every broth-
er that walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us.” Read the
uotation ; which leaves out * the nameo of our
sord Jesus Christ,” and substitutes the noun e,
tor the noun /Z¢. “Now we command you,
brothren, that ye withdraw yoursclves from
overy brother that walketh disorderly, and not
after the tradition which ve recoived of us.”

The 12th verse reads—*“ Now them that are
such, we command and exhort, by our Lord
Jesus Christ, that with quictness they work and
eat their own bread” Read the quotation ;
which leaves out, “by our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“ Now them that are such, we command and ex-
hort, that with quietness they work and eat
their own bread.”

The 14th verse reads—‘ And if any man obey
not our word by this epistle, note that man.”
| the quotation ; in which “ by this epistle
18 wanting. “And if any man obey not our
word, note that man.” The last verse in the
chapter which reads—* The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all,”* is not quoted,
o doubt for the same reason that other like ex-
pressions are not.

ese alterations and additions cannot be mis-
takes ; the design is too manifest. It was the
intention of masons not to give those passages
a8 they are found in the Big;e. How shall we
Aocount for this ? How inconsistent with the

*Bradley, p. 123,
M



=80 AN INQUIRY INTO

pretensions of the institution! After all ma-
sons have said about the moral excellence of
their sistem, it is evident that the very name of
“ Qur Lord Jesus Christ” is disgusting to them;
or they would not expunge it from the seriptures
which they are pleased to quote.  Are they at
liberty to treat the holy scriptures in this man-
ner 7 It they may handle a fow passges 80,
they may the whole Biblee What kind of 8
B3ible should we have were it to come through
the hands of masons ! It would be vastly dif
terent from what it now is. It would be like
their religion, designed to please all men, ever
‘““men of the most opposite tencts, and of the
most contradictory opinions.” From this irrev-
erent manner of using the scriptures, it 13 evl’
dept, masons regard them no more than any
uninspired book; and the plain reading of
them is unfavorable to their religion. Should
the Bible receive this kind of treatment from
Pll;i)fessed infidels, it would not be so unaccount’
able.

4. A great part of the 7th chapter to the He-
brews is read by masons during the ceremoni¢®
which appertain to their high priest.* What
has this portion of scripture to do with masonry
or their high priesthood ? Was it designed 107
this case and to be read on this occasion :
When masons say concerning their high priest
* Thou art a priest forever after the order of
Melchisideck,” do they say the truth ? Do¢®
the Lord say this concerning him, and does he
intend this scripture should apply to him?7 It

* Bradley, 253.
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not, masons use the Seriptures in an unholy and
even blasphemous manner,

What can be meant by a masonic high priest ¥
made a priest after the order of Melchisideck ?
I know of but one such priest, and that is Jesus
Christ, who is made hig_.';Ler than the heavens.
To him this seripture belonegs, and to no other
person in existencee.

The term high priest when applicd to men
who were ealled of God to this oftice, had some
meaning.  But what can it mean when applied
to masons ¥ It was the oflice-work of such men.
under the law, to offer sacrifices to God for their
own sins and for the sins of the people. But
what can be the oftice work of a high priest of
masons ? [)oes he offer gifts and sacrifices to
God for his own sins and for the sins of masons ¥
and is this the reason why they expunge the
very name of “our Lord Jesus Christ” from the
Seriptures they quote ® If they have a priest
who offers for their sins, perhaps they feel nc
need of the one offering of “our Lord Jesus
Christ,” and it is not to be wondered at, if they
have never realized that he is ¢ precious to them
that believe,”

That the masonic priesthood is in imitation of
the Levitical priesthood, is well known to all
who are acquainted with their writings, or have
witnessed their ceremonies. What is this but
mockery ? When they array a man inall the
insignia of a priest of God, and tell him that
this is in imitation of such a priest, and that
he is made a priest for cver after the order of
Melchisideck, what do thev but mock the Most

E)
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High God ? I do not suppose they intend all
this, but it is certainly the nature of their con-
duct.

How singular that men of piety should be so
deluded, as to believe that there is anything like
Christ or his gospel in this mock representa-
tion.

5. What kind of worship does the Lord re.
celve from masons, in a masonic Lodgo ; CRpe-
cially when an infidel conducts the ceremonies,
and bows before the altar in the solemn attitude
of prayer? Do those christians who are pres-
ent have any serious reflections? Do they
unite with him in the performance ?

Masons pervert the Scriptures—convert them

to unholy purposes—expunge the name of Jesus
from them—do not address God in the name of

-kis Son—and attempt to imitate a high priest of
God. What kind of worship must the Almighty
receive from an assembly of such men ? It is
like all their reli gious pretensions—an outside
show—a body without a spirit. There is no
more of Christ in their ceremonies, than in pa-
gan oceremonies ; and God is no more worship-
ed in their ceremonies than he is in agan
ceremonies; both are equally superstitious.
Strip a masonic Lodge of its tinsel, pull off its
ornaments, what is 1t ? Let masons say what
they may, the worship which they offer God, is
not in spirit snd in truth. "

6. There is something worthy of notice re-
8 g the dedication of masonio Lodges and

lls. “Our aneient brethren,” says Mr. Brad-
ley, “dedicated their Lodges to king Solomon,
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yet masons professing christianity dedicate theirs
to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evan-
ﬁelist, who were eminent patrons of masonry.”*

as Mr. B. any proof that these two men were
masons ? If he Las, it would have been import-
ant to masonry, had he produced it. No proofis
offered, and there is none to offer unless it be a
masonic tradition. This will never satisfy those
who think for themselves. 'We are at liberty to
reject the proposition, and to believe that those
men were not masons, and when masons say the
were, they say what they cannot prove. Inded-
lcating their Lodges to them, they are guilty of
consummate folly ; for even if they were masons,
and masonry were of God, why dedicate Lodges
to them ? %hy not dedicate them to God if
they are his property ? Strange, if the property
of the Almighty must be dedicated in solemn
form to some of his creatures.

There is not a greater superstition in exist-
ence than to believe these men were masons, to
dedicate Lodges to them, to celebrate a particu-
lar day in each year, in memory of them as ma-
sons. Masonry is not of God ; and John the
Baptist, and John the Evangelist were not pat-
rons of the institution !

The method of dedicating a masonic hall, is in
its nature, nothing less than blasphemy ; though
masons may intend to perform a religious and
a very solemn ceremony. The hall is first dedi-
cated in the name of the great Jehovah, then in
the name of holy St. John, then in the name of
the whole fraternity. “In the name of the

* Page 49,
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great J ehovah, to whom be all honor and glory.
T do solemnly dedicate this hall to masonry ;"
“In the name of holy St. John, T do solemnly
dedicate this hall to virtue ;” “In the name of
the whole fraternity, T do solemnly dedicate
this hall to universal benevolence™ On this
aoccasion the name of God is trifled with and
Hlasphemed.

7. The ceremonies which are performed over
the remains of a deceased mason, are cqually
superstitious and profane. “Solemn music ix
introduced, during which the master strews
herbs or flowers over the body.”t Is this a
christian ceremony ? After this the master says,
** Let us die the death of the righteous, and let
our last end be like his.”” The brethren answer,
“God is our God for ever and ever, he will be
our guide even unto death.” When drinking
and profane characters repeat these Scriptures
on such ocecasions, as they are known to, do they
say the truth ? Is it their prayer that they may
die the death of the righteous ? Do they ac-
knowledge God as their God ? and will he be
their guide even unto death ?

The master then says, “ Almighty Father, into
thy hands we commend the soul of our loving
brother.” ¢ Loving brother”” No matter what
character he has left behind ; and though hissoul
may be with the rich man in hell, yet it is com-
mended.to Almighty God, asthe soul of a lovfh
brother. How absurd is this, when said by
christians who profess to believe in the future
punishment of the wicked.

* Mon. p. 130, 131. + Proston, p. 100.
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. All who arc buried in this style, arc supposed
by inasons to go to heaven. The master in his
oncluding address at the grave says, * unto the
ITAVEe WO resign the body of our deceased friend,
.there to remain until the genceral resurrection,
Javorable erpectation that his immortal soul may
‘then partake of joys which have been prepared
for t%w righteous from  the beginning  of’ the
world.”* This is to be said over the grave of
every one who is buried in masonic order ;
though he may have lived and died without hope
and without God. Whence is a favorable expec-
tation derived concerning such an one ? The
Bible assures us that Jesus will say to him at the
last day, “Depart from me yc¢ cursed.” The
hope isdelusive ! It is false ! Christians who
unite in these ceremonies, contradiet the immu-
table declarations of God. They do it amidst
the solemn scenes of the grave yard. They
‘well know that none but those who die in the
Lord participate in the rewards of the right-
eous, |
- 8. What is there in masonry calculated to car-
Ty conviction to the minds of sinful men, to
8how them their ruined case, and point them to
the unfailing rcmedy ? Not the motives of the
ﬁg:sel ; these are held back, or presented very
dimly.

.. Masons tell us about a “ crown of joy and re-
Joloing ;” but they say nothing of the terror of
the Lord, and the  retributions he will deal to
the wicked. They tell us of no representations,
Which exhibit in a ““ lively manner” the deathless

*See Bradley, Chap. 91.
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worm, aud the endless fire kindled by the wrath
of the Almighty, for the punishment of his foes.*
Every exertion is made to cover and hide the
world of perdition, and silenco the awful thun-
ders of tho divine law. Ilow many of the
brotherhood discard the idea of endless sufler:
g and ridicule the faithful ministers of
Christ, ?

Mr. Town, speaking of apostate masons, says
“Having thrown off all restraint, in view of prii-
ciple, character or fame, they have plunged
themselves into the depthy of human degrada-
tion and literally pulled down the curses of man-
kind on their heads, and merited the sovereigh
contempt of the world.”t Does a wicked ma
son do nothing more than pull down the curses
of mankind, and merit the contempt of the
world ! What is this but shunning the counsel
of God? Do not wicked masons pull down the
curses of the Almighty, and merit the wrath of
their offended Creator ? _

One motive masonry presents to the mind, i3
called “ fame—virtuous fame—the love af per
sonal character’—what the Scriptures call “the
raise of men.”

“ Brethren, do you ask for additional motives,
let me point each’individual to his own personal
character and fame. Where is the man so cal
lous to nature’s feelings, so lost to inbred honor
50 Indifferent to the attainment of virtuous

* In some of the degrees, these awful things are held out as the

punishment of those who shall violate their :a oblications bY
discloging the secrets of the order. -f masonic obligh

+p. 1333, 130,
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fame, as not to aspire to human excellence.”
Multitudes of ancient masons, who were stimu-
lated by this spirit, are said to have ¢ enrolled
their names on the imperishable records of
fame."*

What delusion ! Does the gospel present any
thing like this 7 The man who acts in view of
no higher motive, is o painted hypoerite, let his
profession be what it may.

CHAPTER VI,

MASONRY 15 PRODUCTIVE OF NO PERMANENT
MORAL GOOD,

The mind which docs not enjoy peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, is in pos-
8ession of no permanent good. Whatever en-
JOyment may arise from having practiced the

uties and obeyed the precepts of masonry un-
less there is a consciousness that God isits friend,
Jesus Christ itsadvocate, and the Holy Spirit its
oomforter ; there is nothing to yield durable sat-
action, nor support in the hour of trouble.
very thing else 18 visionary as the morning.
d masonry ever produce this eternal good ;
ere is the person who can say, that when in
the anguish of his spirit he cried, ¢ God be mer-
"l to me a sinner,” masonry poured the heal-
ng balm into his wounded heart, and adminis-
ed the pardon of his sins ? Can such a case

* Town, p. 187,
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be found ? What is masonry then but a mere
shadow, an awful delusion ! ~ After it has done
its utmost, gratified the carious and the ambiti-
ous, thrown a polish overthe depravity ot the hu-
man heart, there is yet a something wanting;
the ono thing needful : the very thing without
which tho soul must be forover lost.  This never
can be found in masonry. If after it has un
locked all its secrets and opened all its treasures
to the human mind, there is yet an aching void
which it cannot fill, what then s masonty ?
“ TEKEL.” |

If masonry be what it professes, its irect ten-
dency must be to nourish the piety of the hcatt
and the graces of the divine Spirit. Does it
have such 3 tendency ? Are those christians
who devote themselves to masonry, and have¢
made the greatest advances, and even searched
all its mysteries, any more wise, godly, and use
ful, than many others who have no knowledge
of masoney ? I will leave facts to speak for
themselves, and my readers to judge for thenr
selves, and I presume they will agree, that such
christians often appear to possess the least of the
humble spirit of the Saviour. L

If it be the tendency of masonry to gratify
and comfort the pious heart, and promote 1%
spiritual growth, why do so many godly mem”
bers of the fraternity forsake it anq proclaim 1t
leanness ? The reason Mr. Bradley gives 1§
Otlaar important callings occupy their attention
and repder it inconsistent for them to attend the
meetings of the Lodges. This may be true 1
some cases, but not in all ; nor does it answer
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the objection he has anticipated. The objection
18, “ Why do many good men who once attend-
ed the Lodges, now neglect them ?7* Many

ood men do forsake the Lodges, not, however,

ecause of other pressing calls, but because ma-
sonry does not satisfy them. Thero are many
devout, praying, living christians, ornaments 10
the cause, and lights in the world, who have ut-
terly abandoned the pursuits of masonry, and on
their death beds, have refused its funeral honors.
Mr. B. must have known this. Why has he pass-
ed it in silence ?

If masonry posscsses those excellences which
magonic writers ascribe to it, why do not those
men, when they forsake masonic Liodges, forsake
the church, the Bible, and the cause of Christ?
WhIVl do they forsake masonry for christianity ?
If they forsook christianity too, the thing could
be reconciled. But that they should still mani-
fest a more devout attachment to it, apd an in-
Creasing relish for its requirements, while they
08¢ their relish for masonry—and view it as
Wanting the onc thing needful—as possessing
othing which nourishes the picty of the heart,
and as inconsistent with the christian profession ;
are things altogether unaccountable on any other
ground, than that masonry is not of God, nor
Wwhat it pretends to be. This objection can never

. Talsed against christianity. It never has been
8aid, and never can be gaid, In truth, that good
len utterly forsake it for something else, and
femain good men, and even better than they
were before,

*p. 17.
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The man who forsakes christianity, forsakes
(tod, his dut{y, and the path to heaven, but do
those who forsake masonry forsake u.nythmg
which rendered them more usetul in the world ?
For men to forsake masonry hecause Lhey are
disgusted with it, und find something more ex-
(:v.lh-nt,wn the ]’»il)]c, 18 very different {rom 'w}.lilfl
it 18 to forsake it hecause 'thuy are erowded with
other important, callings. "The labier may some-
times be the ease, the former is often the case:
and i3 an open avowal of the emptiness of mi-
sonry, and of its utter ingufliciency to sabisly @
prous mind.

What support does masonry afford the people
of God? ey are favored with divine support:
but whence is it derived? “I will pray the
Father,” said Jesus, “and he shall give you an-
other comforter, that he may abide with you for
€ver, even the Spirit of truth.” This Spirit 13
the only source of consolation to the afflicted
people ofiGod. Take this away and there i
nothing to sustain them in the trials of life.
Will any person say that this Spirit, the com-
forter of saints, beﬁ)ngs to masonry? What 3
poor 8fsten} of religion is that which has inlf
no Holy Spirit ? at i3 there here to encoul”
age and sapport the children of the Saviour, 8
31:;3'1 P ass t rough great tribulation to the king

Masgnry may afford momentary consolation t¢
'3.Ph3"3993 or hypocrite, who builds his hope oV
his own righteousness ; but the man who rest?
his hopes on the merits of Christ crucified:
thirsts for something to sustain his heart, fa!
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superior to a comfortless system, in which there
18 no Holy Spirit. If therc be something in
masonry which God has designed as a peculiar
ﬂup{)ort for his people, masons will be found
gulty for locking it up as w sceret. Why may
not all clusses, and hoth sexer, he admitied to i
on Uod’s {erms, “without money and withoud
price ?” "I'he fact is, there is lmthing inomasonry
which u sutfering or a dying man needs; he may
endure afflictions, live to the glory of his Maker,
and die in complete {rimmph, without the aid,
and without the hopes of masonry.

When o man is called to die, it is the most
awful, the most important period of his exis-
tence! Then he needs consolation ; then he
Deeds something to sustain his sinking spirit.
and to scatter light on his dark path. What
will become of a poor deluded creature, when
called to die with no better hope than that
Which is inspired by a religion in which there is
10 ganctifying Spirit of God, and which ex-
Punges from it the very name of “our Lord
Jesus Christ?” On what rock will he then
8tand ? The splendid edifice he has long labored

) rear, will fall upon his own head, and bury
him beneath its ruins. I would say to such an
9ne, unless you possess a righteousness far supe-
Tior fo that which is derived from masonry, you
Must be damned. You must be justified by the
Nghteousness of “our Lord Jesus Christ,” or
Pensh in your ging, « Kiss the Son lest he be
“&’ri, and ye perish from the way when his
:\?l‘at 18 kindled but a little. Blessed are all
hey who put their trust in him.”
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Accordini to masonic writers, if’ masonry were
universally known, it would destroy the institu-
tion. “Were the privileges of masonry to be
indiscriminately bestowed, the design of the in-
stitution wuu]({ be subverted.”*  «“Were these
scc'mts commlmi(.:ntml, thcy wotld bhe of no mi-
terial service to mankind ;” their appropriate use
18 to distinguish our hrethren of every nabion,
and Kindred, and language’t  Are there no
other secrets in masonry, than those particular
segns, by which masons distinguish each other?
\Yhat are the degrees and ceremonies in each’
They are as profoundly sceret to the world &
those signs are. If these were communicated t0
the world the institution would be subverted;
and mankind would receive no benefit from
them.

. What does Mr. Town say of the degrees, espe-
clally of the sixth? «With these views the
s1xth dgegree is conferred, where the riches of
divine grace are opened in boundless prospect-
The manner in which the riches of divine grace
are thus unfolded, is a secret to all but masons
as much ag aniy particular sign is. Would it ¢
of no particular service to mankind, werc they
permitted to draw near and behold the riches o
divine grace opened before them in boundless
%@90‘5? Is this of any service to masons -

Y not of equal service to others ?

According to Mr. Bradley, the secrets of m#
SONIy are designed to prevent their bestowing
charity on any but masons. “The importanc®
of secrecy with ug i8 such, that we may not ¥

* Mou. p. 17. t Town, p. 36.
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-deceived in the dispensing of our charitics, that
we may not be betrayed in the tenderness of our
benevolence, or that others usurp the portion
which is prepared for those of our family.™* I
a Pour sufferer makes application to masons,
tells them he is a muson and entitled to their
charity, had he no token to give by which they
should recognize him, they might be deceived
and betrayed, and bestow their charity on one
for whom it way not designed.  This shows that
masonry is o system of supreme selfishness, and
1ts pretended henevolence the bare love of party.

CHAPTER VIL

" ON WHAT MASONS CALL BENEVOLENCE,

Moral excellence is often imitated by what ap-
pears to be a near resemblance ; yet on a critical
€xamination, the resemblance disappears, so far
38 to unmask the deception. asons make
great pretensions to benevolence. In this chap-
ter, the object will be to show, that what they

by this name, is nothing more than a coun-
terfeif. It may be thought by some that this
-a8sertion is too bold ; especially when we are re-
Peatedly told by masonic writers that masonry is
8 benevolent institution.
L e cannot determine the natare of the exer-
#es of & man’s heart, by the name which he is
Plesed to give them. We must try them by the

*p.3.
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standard. Masons call certain excrcises of their
hearts, benevolence. Let us examine them by
the law and the testimony. To arvive ab a cor
rect understanding of the nature of whal they
call henevolence, and to show that it is @ mere
counterfet, it will he necessary 1o give o clew
definition of the term ; and fhat this be kept
distinetly in view thmngh the seauel of the
suhject. ‘

Benevolence, is an exereise of Loart whiclh aims
i1t the declarative glory of GGod, in the promotion
of the highest {)ossible good of his moral system-
\cecording to the scriptures, it loves its neighbor
us 1tself, and delights in doing good to all men
15 opportunity presents; especially to those who
arc of the household of faith. This is benevo
lence. That what masons call by this name ¥
not benevolence, I shall now prove. ‘

What they call benevolence, is an exercise 0!
heart which alms merely to advance the zood ‘?f
the masonic society. his, as it will be seen, 1
the primary object of their association.

1. To this they solemnly swear, < Further
niore do I promise and swear, that I will be aid-
ing and assisting all poor and pennyless brethren
tellow crafts, their widows and orphans, whert
soever dispersed round the globe, they applyisé

to me as such, as far as in my power, withou!

injury to myself or family.” “According to thif
oath, & mason is not bound to aid and assist A0
but those who are of the fraternity, «they 3"
plylng to me as such.” The plain and on}
meaning of this is, that he is under no oblig¥
tion to assist those who do not apply as such '~
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48 masons, or their widows and orphans.  If two
men with their families are in the sume suilering
circumstances, one a mason and the other not.,
if both apply to masons for help, according fo
this oath, they are under no obligadion to assist
the one who is not o mason.  For he does not
i_lgply a8 such, I they are church menmbers, and
the suffering applicant who is not w mason, is
their hrother in the church, with whom they
have often sat al the Lord’s table, and the other
18 not, but is an infidel; still they are under no
obligation to assist their poor brother for whom

hrist died, but are solemnly bound to extend
relief to an unholy mason, if they can and not
Ijure their families. This is nothing more than
fulfilling & contract which they have entered
mto with this brother. He has sworn allegiance
and paid money on his part. Should he ever be
reduced to want, the institution on the other
part, stands pledged according to the terms of
the contract, to grant him assistance. This is
10 more like benevolence, than is the fulfilling
O any other contract or the paying of an hon-
est debt.

2. The ultimate design of masons, in uniting
er talents and raising a fund, is to promote
1e of their own connections. “ Here,”

::fﬂ . Bradley, « without molesting the peace-

L 8bodes of any, we cordially unite our talents,
T8ige & fund for the indigent worthy brother, the
100w and orphan.”* This is barely the love of

FUy.  Those who are actuated by benevolence
Unite their talents and consecrate their earthly

*Bradley, p, 10.
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substance, to glorify God, and promote thé good
of all men ag they have opportunity.

3. The members of the fraternity are solemnly
pledged to befriend masons and do good to them
in preference to any other of the human family:
cven should they be in the same circumstunces
“Remember, that around this altar you have
promised to befriend and relicye every hrothf{f
who shall need your assistance.®  Is this henev
olence?  Why ot promise to hefriend and ©
licve any who may nced assistance as far as thel
are able? This would be worthy of the nam
of benevolence. o

“ Although indigent members, their Wldo“;
-and orphans, are Jirst to be considered, and .ﬂ"l
to be relieved, yet masonic charity is not wholl
confined to the circle of the brotherhood.”t On
what principles are the objects of masonic e
%ﬂl‘d, first to be considered and first to be T

leved ? Not on the principles of benevolent
{91' these principles disregard such local distin¢
lons.

“ However, you are never charged todo beyon.‘%
your ability, only to prefer a poor mason, Who ilxi
@ good man and true, before any other persont
the same circumstances.”t .Is this benevoleﬂcr‘;'l
s this directing masons to aim at the geneé

ood? It ig perfect selfishness. Benevolen‘l’;
eads no man to prefer one fellow creature befots
another, in the game circumstances. It promp
him to do good to aJ. .

1 would not intimate, but that many ipdlﬂir
ual masons are benevolent men and feel it the

* p. 166, *+ Town, p. 165. * § Preston, p. 4.
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duty Yo do good to others beside masons. Ma-
sonic Lodges in some instances contribute to the
relief of those who are not masons, nor of their
connection. Yet the ultimate design of their
mstitution, and the primary object of their asso-
cistion are, to wdvance their own good as
masons.

To what do they swear? To promote their
own good. Kor what purposo do they unite
their talents and raise a fund?  For their own

What do they promise around the altar?

0 befriend and relieve masons. Who are first
to be considered, and first to be relieved ? Ma-
sons. Whom are they to prefer to all others in
the same circumstances? Masons. Is this
benevolence ? Compare it with that exercise of
hfart which aims at the at}ilva.ncetzlnent of tbl;e
8lory of God, by promoting the highegt possible
809? of his n?lro?al syste?n—-which ﬁoves its
Reighbor as itself; and does good to all men as
1t has opportunity, especially to those who are of
the household of faith. |

4. The great efforts which masons have made.
and are 8o highly extolled in their writings and
lectures as proofs of their benevolence, have been
made with reference to the good of the frater-
nity s and are incontestable proofs of the position
which 'IJ.‘ have taken. X

r. Town, king of masonic charity, says:
“It shields f;?lfxa dagger, and on some degrees
il even feed an enemy at the point of the
8word, should his necessities absolutely need it.
Such charity is godlike.”* How well adapted is

‘P\%e 160,
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this to deceive men, and make them believe thgzt‘}
this is genuine benevolence; when the fact is;
there 1s nothing of this nature belonging to if.

Who is the enemy which magonic charity will
feed at the point of a sword? Not a common
enemy. Not every enemy who is thus met. He
318 a masonic brother on a certain degree. And
on some degrees will even feed an enemy ab the
point of a sword.”

Masonic charity does not feed that enemy be-
cause 1t always delights in feeding enemies, and
in rendering good for evil. TLet any but a masow -
be met there, and no doubt he will be stabbed,
instead of fed. There was a solemn oath prevl
ously taken to feed that enemy, even in the i
cumstances described ; and thus feeding him 13
barely the fulfillment of that oath, instead of
benevolefice. This among masons, has the name
of godlike charity; yet 1ts highest aim is thewr
own good. A disposition which will treat ene-
mies in this manner without any regard to name,
party or promise, may be called godlike charity.
But that disposition” which favors none buta
masonic enemy, deserves no better appellation
than selfishness. | |

The same writer says, that in England; “A$
carly as the fifteenth century, the whole atten-
tion of the brotherhood was engaged to improve
the system of charity, so as to meet the exigen-
cies of every unfortunate member ”* For what
were these great exertions made? Were they
for suffering humanity in general—for all inen
as they had opportunity ? No; but for « wnfor*

*Page, 166.
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tunate members.” Their good engaged the whole
attention of the brotherhood. Of course their
attention was not given to other objects, nor:
their charity bestowed on: them. 1 |
Speaking in the same chapter, of what masons
d for their own brethren who were sufferers b
08 burning of Buffalo in the late war with
ngland, he says an application was made to the‘
Chapters and Todges in the Stato in bohalf of
Ol}r}iirethren and collections made.” The Liber-
ality of masons on this oceasion, was not de--
gned to relieve sufferers in general, ag oppor-
bunity shoulg present, nor even those who mj ght
need yelief the most, but to relieve their breth-
Ien, '
We shall now make a few quotations from Mr.
Preston. “On the 25th of March, 1788, another
LYt worthy of notice in the annals of masonry

OX Place; the institution of the Royal Cum-
berlang p

_ reemason’s School, for maintaining,
elothmg, and educating the female children and
- Ophang of indigent. brethren.” This school
83 0ot instituted for the purpose of maintain--
18, clothing ang educating the children of any
Such ag might come within their notice, and’
Were Deedy, hut of ¢ indigent brethren’—of the
m?‘%mc fraternity, | -
now oovent of real importance to the society
tﬁw Partlc_ula,rly claims our attention, and fur-
o PTOVeS our henevolence.” (Here notice
Pltli:zf‘of Masonic benevolence.) “1t is the -
of _,.tan_ of a new masonic soclety for the relief
th ick, aged and imprisoned brethren, and for
0 Pr%%ectlon. of their widows, children and
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orphans.”* To masons, this may be proof of
henevolence ; but to those who understand the
nature of benevolence and the love of party, it
is the most striking proof of the latter. How
“obvious it ig, that masons have made a greal
mistake in the nature of what they call benevo-
lence, and have given it a wrong name! Itis
vastly different from that digposition which de-
lights in the glory of God—in the good of the
moral system, and in doing good to all as it has
-opportunity. |

One or two anccdotes from Mr. Town, will
further illustrate the nature of what masons call
benevolence and show it to be an exercise of the
heart which aims merely to promote the goot
.of the masonic brotherhood. One respects a 14
sonic brother, who, by his knowledge of masonty;
protected a whole ship’s crew from being destroyet
‘by a pirate, who was algo a mason. The othe
respects two soldiers who were masons, and were
taken prisoners of war, and confined in priso?
in a foreign land; but on making themselves
‘known as masons were soon released by the 1
fluence of their brethren, and sent back to thel
mative country.t These circumstances are Pt
down as proof that masonry is a benevolent 11
stitution. What was it that saved that ship?
.crew from being destroyed by the pirate? W&
it benevolence 7 If not, what proof is there I
this anecdote that masonry is a benevolent mstl;
tution ? Was that pirate a benevolent mab:
If not, there was no benevolence in the ca¥
Did the benevolence of Christ inspire his heart

1= Pages, 235,.261. + Pages 168, 161,
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to spare that ship which had on board a masonic
brother, whose life he had previously sworn,
“around the altar” to defend and not destroy ?
Had he been a benevolent man, that holy princi-
Ple would have led him to spare every ship on
the seas. Is a man in danger of losing his life
and property when he meets a benevolent man ?
and to save his life and property from his benev-
olent, yet violent hands, must he give him a ge-
oret token by which he shall recognize him as
one of his own party? Is a ship in danger of
‘g sunk in the ocean by a benevolent man,
Who professes to promote the good of his fellow
nen, and whose motto is, “ glory to God in the
ighest and on earth peace, good will towards
men ?” Will such a man engage in the inhuman
Waffic of 4 pirate? Will ho range distant seas
O murder and plunder his fellow creatures, and
Sink them in an untimely grave ? Wonderful
®hevolence!  Sad spectacle of human depravi-
Y! Principles of masonry admit men to be pi-
fates! O ye advocates of masonic charity, are
these Principles of benevolence ? To say that a
Wason is a pirate, or that a pirate is a magon, is .
enough to know of his benevolence. What
would have been the fate of that ship’s crew had
there been no one on hoard to give the mysteri-
ous token of a mason? It would have fallen a
Prey to that avaricious, blood-thirsty monster,
Whom Mr, Town exhibits as possessing a heart
Overflowing with the lovely spirit of the Saviour.
Y What influence were those soldiers released
from thejy Prisons and sent back to their native
Country ? By the influence of the same gpirit
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which was manifested by that benevolent pirate
towards the ship’s crew. Had they not been ma-
song, would they have fared any better than oth-
ars who were not, and were probably confined
with them in the same prisons? They would
not. Why were they released? DBecause they
wore masons. Why were not others released
in the same manner and by the same men !
Because they were not masons. By whom were
theyreleased ? Not by those who delighted in
doing good to all as they had opportunity. Men
of this spirit would pay no respect to the secrct
token of a mason. They were released by thost
who had sworn to befriend and to use their influ-
ence to relieve every mason in such circumstances.
Thisis the very essence of what masons call benev-
olence, and 1s what they hold out to the world as
the glory of theirinstitution. True, it charms and
dazzles, and to some it may have the appearanct
0f benevolence; but the brighter a eounterfel‘g
‘shines, the nearer it approaches the likeness of
the true coin, the more deceptive it is. y

" What has been said relative to the nature of
what masons call benevolence, is supported by
the authority of the Holy Scriptures,  For it
ve love them which love you what reward have
ye ? do not even the publicans the same ? AN
if yo salute your brethren only, what do ye mor?
#han others? do mot the publicans the same’
For if ye love them which love you, what thank
have ye? for sinners also love those that 10¥¢
them ; and if ye do good to them which do goo®
to you, what thank have ye ? for sinners do evel -
the same.” This is the same spirit which mé
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8ons cherish towards each other, and call it be-
nevolence ; but the Saviour exhibits it as the love
of a}}'ty,gand the exercise of a heart supremely
selfish.

Saints, and all others, are under obligation to
do good, especially to those who are of the house-
hold of faith. But what has this to do with ma-
Sonry ?  Are masons of the household of faith ¥
They are not: and if they apply this Scripture
to their cage, they pervert it. It has no more
Yeference to them than to a society in ¢ Pande-
Monium.” Masonic societies, instead of being
omposed of such as possess the spirit, and bear
the -image of the Saviour, and are of the house-

old of faith, are in all instances, to a greater or
°88 extent, composed of such as bear the image,
and possess the spirit of the prince of darkness,
and are led captive by him at his will. Shall we
acknowledge this unsanctified combination to be
the household of faith ? o
_Thehousehold of faith is the Church of Christ.
'y are men to do good, especially to thoge who
are of this household ? Because of moral worth.
- Person is to be regarded according to his moral
Worth ; those who are of the household of faith
are worth more, in a moral sense, than those who -
AT not: they are holy, bear the image, and pos-
88 the spirit of the Saviour. The love which
%hbu d be cherished towards them, is mot the
07¢ of name, or party, but of moral excellence.
. 1?1'011_1 the foregoing observations, the conclus-
En‘ Iay safely be drawn, that the interest which
G asonic ingtitution is designed to ‘promote,
¥ parate from the glory of God and the uni-
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versal good.  Masons are equally hound with all
others to consecrate their talents and their allon

the same altar as the church of Christ, und t0
unite with lher in advancing the glory of God
and the highest possible good of hiy moral sy¥
lem—to love their neighbors as themselves—U
do good to all men ag they have opportunty,
espectally to those who ave of the houschold ol
buth.  Tnstead of this, they are a separite soeie

f,ff, and have an intercst “of their own, which
they have solemnly pledged themselves Lo pros
mote 1 preference to any other in existence
This statement is clearly proved by the observd
tions which have been made.

It is not the design of masons, acting on the

¥rln01ples of the institution, to do good to all.

f' they act on this principle, they do not act ot
the principles of magonry. Their design as m&
sons is, to do good to their own fraternity. Thas
they solemnly swear—this they promise arowv
the altar—for this purpose they conscerate theV
talents and raise a fund—they are first to be o
sidered, and first ‘to be relicved—and are 10
preferred before any others in the swme circt
stances.  Their conduct in bestowing their liber-
ality is directly in proof of the same thing: I
has a primary reference to the good of their oWl
party. What is this but a private, self, scparst?
interest? What connection has it with the geb”
eral good ? They may say that « masonic cha”
1ty 18 not wholly confined to the circle of brothel”
hood ;” yet their pledges and their conduct ¢¢F
tainly prove that it ia primarily designed for the
brotherhood, and is confined to them until thei’
wants are supplied.
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Benevolence, as has been defined, can be exer-
cised only by those whose hearts have been
renewed and sanctified by tho grace of God. It
18 an exercise which men of unregencrate henrts
can never put forth. IHaving mude theso remarks,
I now proceed to further arguments on this sub-
Ject.,

1. The institution of masonry does not demuanad
benevolence, nor even u profession of it, in any
person as a ncecessary ualification for member-
ship.

A person who sustains a deeent character
among men, and acknowledges the existence of
some kind of a God, whatever may be his religi-
ous sentiments, and the turpitude of his heart,
Posgesses all the necessary moral qualifications of
8 mason. Every individual of the fraternity
may be professedly an unregenerate man, and
total stranger to the piety and benevolence of
the gospel; yet sustaining the above qualifica-
tions, he cannot even be disciplined. Such men
may be associated in a masonic Lodge as a band
of brethren, unite their talents, raise a fund and
{N‘actice to perfection what masons call benevo-
ence,

The institution of Christ is a benevolent one.
and demands benevolence of heart as an abso-
lutely necessary qualification for membership.

ose who are united in this institution are the

ire in heart,” who consecrate their talents and

aelr all on the altar of benevolence, and act in

View of the glory of God, and the highest good
his moral creation. What a contrast!
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2. What masons call benevolence, has beed
practiced by heathens, Tt is said, as we have al
ready noticed, that masonry existed among almod
w1l ancient heathen nations, and that the priests
and philosophers of thoso nations were masons
wid practiced the art of masonry. 'To practice
christianity is to practice henevolence-—to P
tice masonry is to practice what masons eall e
nevolenee 5 hence, what masons in eyery age ¢
henevolence, has been practiced hy heathens, and
eathen priests and philosophers; ¢ for,” saf
Mr. Bradley, “ Masonic principles arce the sam
in every age and nation; and when fostered 1B
the human heart, will produce the same benet?”
lent effecta”* ,

What was masonry among those heathens-
According to the above quotation, it Wwas just
‘_What l.t 18 now. What was it in Egypt among
the priests where Pythagoras was initiated ? It
was the same as it is now; and the principles
which it is said he propagated in other countre®
into which he traveled, were the same which m#
sons propagate now ; else they are not the sarm¢
in every age and nation. What did thosc heath”
ens know and feel of benevolence? No mol'fi;
than what they knew and felt of the gospel ©
Christ. They were as ignorant of the onc 8 °
the other.  There is no more benevolence in
principles of masonry now, than there was the?*
they remain the same in every age. ,

3. The institution of masonry is not dPSlgn‘.’d
to convert men to God, to make them holy ¥
heart, and save them from the curse of his 1%

*p. 3.
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This is evident from the following reasons : First
—it never did this.  An institution which has
for its object the regeneration, sanctitication, and
salvation of men, and has existed, as it is pre-
tended, thousands of years, one wounld suppose
might. produce some cases of such w work hy its
mstrumentality,  But masonry cannot produce
a solitary instance of the kind. Secondly —it
makes no attempts at this.  Attempts are nuude,
I allow, to reclaim men from the external prac-
tice of vice, and to make them externally moral ;
but there is nothing aiming at the heart, nothing
which attempts a moral renowWtion here. The
means which are used by the church of Christ
to make men holy, and to impress his image upon
their hearts, are not employed by masonry with
the same design. To dress meni up in an outside
keligion, to throw a mantle over the frightful
forms of human depravity, is the utmost that
masonry ever attempts, or ever accomplishes.

1. Masonry utterly denics its instruction to a
great portion of the human fumily, which is not
:_ionc by christianity, nor can it be done by an
institution founded) on the same principles. A
great portion of the human family is excluded
from the light of the institution, and, according
to its principles, for ever must be. Is'this benev-
olence? It ig the design of christianity to Ero-
mote the good of fallen men, by giving them

access to all the information in its possession.
t communicates this information to all classes
of human beings within its reach; yes, it will
search them out ; it will cross distant seas, and
burning sands, face dangers, surmount difficul-
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ties, endure har 1;:

; 8 and make sacrifices to
save them. This it

ad done, and is now doing.
Will masonry do this? What is the condition
of the greatest share of the human family?
Totally ignorant of all the pretended moral in-
struction, communicated within the consecrated
walls of a masonic Lodge* What traces of
benevolence are thete here? (Can a man possess

useful and sublime knowled e, relating to God,
to duty, and to divine thin 3 :

10 Q gs, yet be under obli-
gations on principles of benevolence, to conceal
it frcﬁnbﬂtlve: partner of his life ? This is rearir}ilg
& wall between the sexes, _ d the
Friend of i bo% 8, between a man an

som, which God mever designed;
and will never own. ‘

The reason My, B : | .
of females, wil] . radley gives for the exclusi

0% WL perhaps satisfy some. It is this:
48 Qur 1nshtphon ,being fou‘nd{ad in the fitness of
things relative to men, cannot admit the delicacy
of fer_nqlg ature to suffer the preparatory and
scrutinizing eye of éxamination, necessary for
1nitiation into altlg one important degree of ma-
;‘gﬁryfof Mnst fe candidate for masonry sub-
-delicate s%me Y‘l;far éxamination which is too
i c{?h or female nature ? Is this piety ? I8
-m;S :lpmﬁce of christianity? May not fe-
an deseh,“@?? blong to a benevolent institution.
‘other sy & Privileges in common with the
coreme wl A0 8uch an institution introduce &
"y of iftiation, which ghall exclude

Mr. Bradley assigns?

tution conceals its informa-
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“tion from the most of the world, from all but a
few ; and these are solemnly pledged not to com-
‘municate the knowledge they possess, however
useful and interesting it may be, to any but those
of their own craft. Is this aiming at the high-
est possible good ? In this, as Mr. Locke says,
in his annotations on masonry, “ They show toc
much regard for their own society, and too little
for the rest of mankind.”* This is selfishness,
28 much as it is to deny raiment to the naked or
“food to the hungry. Indeed, I have no knowl-
~edge of a system which more fully embraces the
- Principles of selfishness. The privileges of ma-
Sonry of every kind, are primarily designed for
" the good of their own party. This is the design
of their knowledge ; this is the design of their
funds. -~ Secret tokens are introduced among
" them for the purpose of concealing their knowl-
edge, and preventing them from bestowing their
charities on any but masons; as has been shown
1 a former chapter. -
., asonry admits no man to be a partaker of
_.her Immunities, unless he has “an estate, office,
‘trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquir-
g an honest livelihood, and of working in his
Craft” « He must also be upright in body, not
deformed or dismembered, at the time of mak-
g5 but of hale and entire limbs, as a man
Ought to be”’4 In addition to this he must not
o0 Poor, but able to advance money. Christian-
1By lifts her voice and cries, “Ho every one that
1 Irsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
< h_a‘th:_no mongy, come and buy wine and milk

* Preséon, P14, 4 Bradles, 152,
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without money and withowt price” She extends
her arms and embraces the poor, the lame, the
blind, and the halt. |

Masonry knows not, and inculcates not, the
doctrines of forgiveness. FHer members swear 0
“ stand forth and mete out vengeance” 10 their
enemies. A person who violates masonic obli-
gations can expect no mercy at the hands of this
professedly benevolent institution. Nothing 18
more frequently and forcibly taught in some Qf
the_z degrees than vengeance to enemies. Christ-
anity says, “If ye forgive not men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father which is in heav-
en forgive your trespasses.” With masonry there
i8 no forgiveness ; consequently no benevolence:

5. The privileges of masonry cannot be enjoy-
¢d by the world in common. Hence Mr. Town
says, “ By_ these [masonic secrets| masons of
every nation are 1'ecognized as brethren, an
thereby entitled to’privileges which the worl
can never enjoy in common.”* What are the
privileges to which masons are entitled by ther -
secrets, and which the world can never enjoy
common? They are thest—[to be considered
first, and relieved first, and to be preferred before
any others in the same circumstances.] On What
principles are masons entitled to those privc .
leges? - On principles of selfishness; not OB
principles of benevolence ; for these donot ent-
- tle masons to privileges which cannot be enjoyét
by all men. On principles of benevolence, M4~
song are entitled to no greater privileges from
God, or from any of his creatures than othe'

men.
*p. 88
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The privileges of’ a benevolent institution may
he enjoyed by the world in common; those of
masonry cannot; therefore masonry is not a
benevolent institution. Why should Mr. Town
say, that “ masonic charity is not wholly contined
to the circle of brotherhood,” and then acknowl-
edge that masons are entitled to privileges which
none but the brotherhood can enjoy?

6. The principles of the masonic institution
cannot be reduced to practice by the world in
common. 'T'he world I common can never
practice upon this principle—that cvery individ-
ual must he preferred before all others i the
aame circumstances.  lvery individual mason is
to be preferred by masons before all others in the
same circumstances. Lot this principle be car-
ried out through the intelligent ercation und an
attempt made to put it in practice; it would
produce universal confusion.  Cannot the prin-
O‘llrles of benevolence be reduced to practice by
all men? Ask the angels in heaven, and the
%phlr@ts of the just, what principles they practice *

eir reply would be, principles of benevolence.
Yet what masons call benevolence, cannot be re-
duced to practice by the inhabitants of this little
world. It is hence plain as if written with sun

eams, that masonry is not a benevolent institu-
tion. In the quotation we have last made, we
are told, that masonic secrets entitle masons to
privileges which the world can never enjoy in
common ; yet the same writer predicts a masonic

ium, when these secrets and all which ig
tanght in the Lodge, will be known and practiced
by all the inhabitants of the earth. So far as
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magonry 18 known, so far men are entitled to
privileges which the world can never enjoy 1n
common ; should it be known to all the world,
all the world would be entitled to privileges which
they can never enjoy. Such a period Mr. T. pre-
dicts 1n the following language: “And if we
may safely infer the future from the past, a hap-
py masonic millenig] period will soon commence,
to the inexpressible joy of all the inhabitants of
the carth”  “The time will come, when all shal!
practice what is now taught within the Lodge ™
~ This must be g strange period—a period of
expressible joy, yet of the utmost confusion:
for, while £ach individual is filled with this inex-
pressible joy, he will, according to his title, be
demanding privileges which he cannot enjoy and
which 1o one can bestow on him.

There is Something in masonry which often
charms and deceiveg men ; even many good men
have been led astray by it. It is what bas been
shown to be the love of masonry, assuming the
name and operating under the deceitful forms of
nmversal benevolence, After 4l] the wonders it
13 sald to have wrought, and after all masons
have said in extolling its fame, the utmost that
can be made of it, by any person is, the bare
love of the magonic institution, It is the same
8pirit whieh is exercised by an individual wick-
cd man, who is 3 lover of pleasure more than 0!
GGod, and seekg Supremely his own interest. I¢

* Town. pp. 1

: . 76,180. When our Grand Chapluin was delivering
Lis sublime lecture, he did not 8o much as dresi A0y i hig OWE
cyes he would see this dg, of millenial glory | But, behold ! it 15 $0%
to our ** inexpressidle joy, 1t hag commenced ; and a knowledge &
)ﬁgag;;hpmcnced 1N masonic Lodges is extending rapidly throus
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the masonic society, this spirit moves in a larger
circle, and is liberal in promoting its own inter-
est, and makes a great show ; hence, many mis-
take it for pure benevolence, as they do a shin-
Ing counterfeit for the pure coin. Masons arc
liberal, but to whom? To one another. They
alée first to be considered, and first to be relicv-
ed. -

What is a more powerful stimulus, what hasa
more captivating influence than the love of
party ?  When Christ is to be crucified, Herod
and Pilot can relinquish their enmity towards
each other, and unite in the same wicked cause
against him. Ivyen a pirate, at tho secret token
Ol one of his own party, to whom he is bound
by a solemn oath, whose life he is pledged to de-
fead to the last extremity, is disarmed of the
ferociousness of a tiger, becomes tame and
harmless, like the deadly serpent who has no
€88 poison, though charmed and overpowered by
the loveliness of a song.

. Do you meet an enemy,” says Mr. Town,

n battle array ? the token of a mason instant-
ly converts him into a guardian angel. Even
the bloody flag of the pirate is changed for the
olive branch of peace by the mysterious token
of & magon,”*

From what has been said on the subject of be-
Revolence, it may be remarked, that no person
an perform the duties of 3 mason and those of
8 christian. Christians give themselves to the

rotherhood of Christ under the solemn vows of
the Most, High; and are bound to it by every"

*p. 160.
G3
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nteresting consideration. In this transaction
they covenant to give themselves one to another
as one in the Lord; and become one body, and
one bread. To this society they owe their all,
and have devoutly pledged their all—their tal
ents, their influence, their counsels, their prayers
and their earthly substance. To this society
especially, they are to do good. Now if they
covenant with masons, and pledge themselves 0
consider them first and relieve them first, and to
prefer them before others in the same cireun-
stances, what do they but violate their christian
covenant? How inconsistent! Can they devott
themselves to christians as they are bound to do,
and to masons as they pledge themselyes?  Can
they do good, especically to christians who ar¢
of the household of fajth” and yet consider mi
sous the first and highest objects of their regard?
As easily may they serve God and mammon.
What warrant have men to separate from the
rest of the world, to unite in a society, and 0
covenant together to promote each other’s gOOd
In preference to that of al] others, and even t0
the last extremity ? They have none. It i5 @
violation of their morgl obligations, and that
which no class of human beings have any right
to do. ~ Each individua] has as good a right to
proclaim for a separate interest and say that be
will seek his own good first, and consider him-
self before all others in the same circumstances;
28 a number of individuals have in an associated
capacity. Men have no warrant to form such 2
Soclety. Christians have none for connecting
with it. In doing it they violate not only their



SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY. 115

christian covenant but their moral obligations as
creatures. They are as firmly bound by the
principles of eternal and immutable right to do
00d, without any respect of persons, to one
ellow creature as to another. To obligate
themselves to do otherwise is a violation of the
firgt principles of moral obligation.

On the ground of moral obligation, a man
who is not a mason, has as absolute a elaim on
the charities of masons as one who is ; and they
are under the same obligations to befriend and
relieve him as they are one who can give them
the secret and mysterious token of o mason.  1f
0no who is not a magon does not receive the same
kindness and relief from masons which he would
i he were a mason, he does not receive what is
Justly his due. No reason can be given why his
title is not as good as a mason’s. This, instead
of being benevolence, is that kind of partiality
and respect of persons, which the Bible decided-
y Comfemns; and 1s the very spirit which
actuates all the members of that part of the
moral gystem, which is in opposition to the gov-
‘fiment of God. « My brethren, have not the

th of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory, with respect to persons; but if ye have re-
8pect to persons ye commit sin, and are con-
VinCed of the law as transgressors; but the
Wisdom that is from above 1s without partial-
Wy” « charge thee before God, and the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thoun
observe thege things, without preferring one

Ore another, doing nothing by partiality.”

G4
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Can christians, in the face of those scriptures; .

connect with the masonic institution and prac-
tice its principles? -

CHAPTER VIII.

ON THE UNLAWFUL AND UNCHRISTIAN NATURE OF
MASONIC OATHS.

It has usually been the aim of masonic writers
to present to the world the fairest form of their
mstitution.  In this work it will be seen that &
lew features are presented of the dark side of
the subject.  These may cast a shade over some
of the “ Beauties of Masonry.” From what has
been gaid in preceding chapters, every impartial
reader must be satisfied that the masonic socicty
18 an unjustifiable association, and that its in-
fluence in some cases must be deleterious to the
best Interest of men. ‘Something more of this
will appear in the present chapter.

‘The obligationg which masons take npon them
Wil afford matter for discussion in this chapter.
€y solemnly swear to keep the secrets of
masonry and each other’s secrets, and to obey
the laws, rules ang regulations of the institu-
tion. Do they know the nature of these oaths

before they take them? They do not; neither

can they know it. They never can investiga

them tlfl after they .haveyta.ken them. Isitlaw-
ful for men to take solemn oaths of which they
are entirely ignorant? 'To swear that they Wil
keep secrets and obey laws, yet not know what
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- these secrets and laws muy be? Herod was
ignorant of the nature of his oath ; it wus un-
lawful, and he deserved to lose his life for keep-
ng it. Masons know nothing more of the na-
“ture of their oaths before they take them than
Herod did of his; and theirs Is equally as un-
lawful. They are as ignorant of the secrets
which masons may require them to keep, and of
the laws which they may require them to obey,
a8 Herod was of what the damsel might ask him
to bestow. And they do not know but it may
he ag unlawful for them to conceal some things
which they may be charged to, or fo obey some
laws which they may he requirved to, as it was for
Herod to kill John the Baptist. They may he
told by masons that the obligation «ig perfectly
Moral, and compatible with the principles of
- Christianity, civil socicty and good govern-

ment ;”* hut do they know this? have they any
personal knowledge of it? ™They have not.
They have barely the word of masons for it; but
Masons may err in judgment. After all the as-
surances masons can give them, and all the ine
formation they can gain from every possible
Jource, they do not know but when the oath is
mlgosed, it may instantly appear to be unlawful,
4nd to be directly opposed to some other oath
they may have previously taken ; yet it is im-
Posed and taken without any condition.

I will now lay before the reader the oaths of
asons, introductory to the first three degrees,
"’hlph I shall transcribe from Morgan’s “Illus-
rations of Magonry.” When a person is about

* Bmeyq pu 6-
G
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to take either of them, the master addresses him
in. the following manner: “Youare now placed
in a proper position to take upon you the solemn
oath or obligation, which I assure you is neither
to affect your religion nor your politics, If you
are willing to take it, repeat your name and say
after me, | |
First Oath—«1, A, B. of my own free will

and accord, in presence of Almighty God and

this worshipful Lodge of free and accepted ma-

song, dedicated to od, and held forth to the
holy order of St. John, do hereby and hercon
most solemnly and sincerely promisc and swealr,
that I will always hail, ever conceal, and never
reveal any part or parts, art or arts, point or
¥oints, of the secret arts or mysteries of ancient
reemasonry, which I have recéived, am about to
receive, or may hereafter he instructed in, to any
Person or persons in the known world, except 1t
be a true and lawful brother mason, or within
the body of g just and lawfully constituted
Lodge of such ; and not unto him or unto them
whom I shall hear go to be, but unto him and
them only whom I shall find so to be after strict
trial and due examination or lawful information.
Furthermore do I promige ang swear, that I will
not write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, in-
dent, paint or engrave it, on any thing movable
or immovable, under the whole canopy of

heaven, Whereby Or whereon the least letter, fig-
ure, character, mgrk

» 8tain, shadow or resem-
blance of the same may hecome legible or intelli-
gible to myself or any other person in the known
world, whereby the “secrets of masonry may be
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unlawfully obtained through my unworthiness.
To all of which I do most solemnly and sincere-
ly promise and swear, without the least equivo-
cation, mental reservation, or self evasion of
mind in me whatever; binding myself under ne
less penalty, than to have my throat cut across,
my tongue torn out by the roots, and my bedy
- buried in the rough sands of the sea, at low
water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice
In twenty-four hours ; so help me God, and keep
me steadfast in the due performance of the
same.”

Second Oath.—I, A. B. of my own free will
and accord, in the presence of Almighty God,
and this worshipful Lodge of fellow craft masons,
dedicated to (fod, and held forth in the holy
order of St. John, do hereby and hereon, most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in
addition to my former obligation, that I will not
give the degree of a fellow craft mason to any
one of an inferior degree, nor to any -other
being in the known world, except it be fo a truec
and lawful brother, or brethren fellow craft
masons, or within the body of a just and lawful-
ly counstituted Lodge of such; and not unto
him, nor unto them, whom I shall hear so tobe,
but unto him and them only whom I shall find
80 to be, after strict trial and due examination.
or lawful information. Furthermore do 1

promise and swear, that I will not wrong this

- Lodge, nor a brother of this degree, to the value
of two cents, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to
done by others, if in my power to prevent it.
Fuarthermore do I promise and swear, that.I will
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support the constitution of the Grand Lodge of
the United States, and of the Grand Todge of
this State, under which this Lodge is held, and
conform to all the by-laws, rules and regulations
of this, or of any other Lodge of which I may at
iway time hereafter become g member, as far as
in my power. Furthermore do I promise and
swear, that I will obey all regular signs and sam-
mons, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by
the hand.of a brother fellow craft mason, or
trom the body of a just and lawtully constituted
Lodge of such, provided that it he within the
length of my cable-tow, or square and angle ol
my work. Furthermore do 1 promise and gwear,
that I will he alding and assisting all poor and
pennyless brethren, fellow crafts, their widows
and orphans, wheresoever dispersed round the
globe, they applying to me as such, ag far as m
my power, without Injuring myself or family.
To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear, without the least hesitation,
mental reservation, or self evasion of mind in me
whatever; bmding myself under no less penalty,
than to have my left breast torn open, and my
heart and vitals taken from thence and thrown
over my left shoulder, and carried into the valley
of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the
wild beasts of the tield, and vultures of the air,
it ever I should prove wilfully guilty of violating
any part of this my solemn oath, or obligation

of a fellow craft mason: so help me God, and

keep me steadfast in the due performance of the

“I, A. B. of my own free wil
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ind accord, in the presence of Almighty Cod,
and this worshipful Lodge of master masons,
trected to Gtod, and dedicated to the holy order
of 8t. John, do hereby and hercon, most solemn-
ly and sincerely promise and swear, in addition
to my former obligations, that I will not give the
egree of a master mason to any one of an infe-
rior degree, nor to any other being in the known
World, except it be to a true and lawful brother
OF brethren, master masons, or within the body
of & just and lawfully constituted Lodge of such;
and not unto him, nor unto them, whom T shall
r 80 to be, but unto him and them only,
Whom T shall find so to he, after striet trinl and
¢ examination, or lawlul information received.
urthermore o 1 promise and swear, that 1 will
ot give the master's word, which I shall here-
after receive, neither in the Lodge, nor out of it,
“Xept it he on the five points of fellowship, and
0 not above my breath. Furthermore do 1
fomige and swear, that I will not give the grand |
ling gign of distress, except I am in real dis-
;_fl‘ess, or for the benefit of the craft when at
¥ork; and should I ever see that sign given, or
© Word accompanying it, and the person who
EVe It appearing to be in distress, I will fly to
8 relief'at the risk of my life, should there be
Sreater Probability of saving his life, than losing
m"wn-‘ Furthermore do I promise and swear,
of f I will not wrong this Lodge, nor a brother
in lhlﬂ degree, to the value of one cent, know-
ifg Y> myself, nor suffer it to be done by others,
pr:)n Iy power to prevent it. Furthermore do 1
Mise and swear, that 1 will not be at the in-
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itiating, passing, and raising a candidate at on.
communication, without a regular dispensatio:
from the Grand Lodge for the same. Further
more do I promise and swear, that I will nothk,
at the initiating, passing, or raising a candidst
In a clandestine Lodge, I knowing it to be suc.h;
Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I ¥
not be at the initiating of an old man in dotagt
4 young man in nonage, an atheist, or irreligiot
libertine, idiot, mad man, hermaphrodite, M
woman. Furthermore do I promise and swet!
that T will not speak cvil of a brother mn.sttﬁ
master, neither behind his hack, nor before B
tace ; bgt will apprize him of all approachit:
danger if within my power.  Furthermore &0
promise and swear, that I will not violate t
chastity of & master mason’s wi fo, mother, s
or daughter, I knowing them to he such
suffer it to be done by others, if in my power”
prevent it. Furthermore do [ promise 3
Swear, that I will support the constitutionof ¥
Grand Lodge of the State of , under whie
this Lodge is held, and conform to all the ¥
laws, rules and regulations of this, or any ot
dge of which I may at any time hereafter »
come a member. Furthermore do I promise al
swear, that I will obey all regular signs, &2
Mons, or tokens, given, ianded, sent, or thro¥
to me, from the hand of a brother master ma
or from the body of a just and lawfully (,30“.5;‘
tuted Lodge of such, provided it be within ¥
lengtl} of my cable-tow. Furthermore .
promise and swear, that a master mason’s secrt p
given to me in charge as such, and I know!-
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‘him to be such, shall remain as secure and in-
violable in my breast as in his own, when com-
municated to me, murder and treason excepted,
and they left to my own election. Furthermore
do I'promise and swear, that I will gc on a mas-
ter mason’s errand whenever required, even
should T have to go barefoot, and barchead, il
Witkin the length of my cable-tow. Further-
more do I promise and swear, that I will always
Temember a brother master mason, when on my
sieeg offering up my devotions to Almighty
%od.  Furthermore do I promise and swear, that
Will be aiding and assisting all poor indigent.
master masons, their wives and orphans, where-
“oever dispersed round the glohe, as far as in my
Power, without injuring mysclf or tumily materi-
ally, Furthermore do | promise and swear, thai
any part of this my oath, or obligation, he
omitted ut this tinme, I will hold myself amen-
able thereto whenever informed. "o all which,
0 most solemnly and gincerely promise and
SWear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind
Fithin me, to keep and perform the same, bind-
g myself under no less penalty, than to have
My body severed in two in the midst, and divid-
ed to the north and south, my bowels burnt to
M8 1n the centre, and the ashes scattered be-
fore the four winds of heaven, that there might
0% the least track or trace of remembrance re-

among men or masons, of so vile and per-

Jured 8 wretch as I should be, were I ever to

)

Prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of
Iy golemn oath, or obligation, of a master
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mason ; 80 help me God, and keep me steadfast
in the due performance of the same.”

Is it not a matter of surprise that men of senst
and of professed piety, should bow down in the
presence of the Most High, and take upon them
such obligations, and then zealously defend the
corrupt system which they support? 'Thes:
oaths are unlawful and unchristian. .

1. What authority have masons to administer
them ? To administer oaths is office work, and
belongs to none but to those who are duly v
thorized by the constituted authorities of the
land. Oaths administered by masons are i
illegal as if administered by any private citizen
The administration of extrajudicial  oaths, #
what our free government does not, aubho
The first step is therefore illegal.

2. They have no authority to administer oufhs
much more to administer them under the pen
alty of death. ¥or, should they he violated
from what source will they reccive a commissiol
to execute their penalties?  Must a man, for «
mere breach of confidence, or for the violation o
an oath which has never been sanctioned by the
laws of his country, die the most infamow
death? If the violation of these oaths were per
jury, (which is not true) must a man die fof
perjary ?  What law of any civilized natiof
ever sald, that a man, for such an offense shoul
have his throat cut, his tongue torn out, and s
body buried in the rough sands of the sca?
penalties annexed to these oaths, are sufficientl]
inhuman to shock the feelings of any person ¢
common sensations; and compel us to behe®
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that they must have been invented by the rudest
barbarians. When masons execute these penal-
ties, they do it without any authority. The
laws of -all civilized nations condemn them.
“ Thow shall not kill” is the mandate of God.
3. Now, they assume authority to administer -
these oaths; and should they be violated, they
stand pledged to cxccute them. It is folly, in -
the extreme, to suppose that an organized body
of men, should, in the presence of Almighty
God, administer laws which they do not intend
to execute. Does the government of the United
States make laws which are not designed to he
executed 7 It is inconsistent in the nature of
things. The government stands pledged by all
that 18 sacred to ils own existence, to see that its
laws arc faithfully exceuted.  T'he nature of the
Case supposcs that every society of men 1s bound
to execute its own laws. "T'hesc oaths are funda-
mental laws, which are administered by the ma- -
80nic society ; all that is dear to its own existence
Supposes that they are pledged to execute them .
When violated. Death 18 the penalty ; and if it
D¢ not their design to execute it, the institution
18 the greatest piece of mockery that ever -
exigted.
This illegal combination exists in every part
of our country, and multitudes of our young
len are joining it, and unlawfully swearing
3::{1 their lives. To what dangers do they
h essly expose themselves? They know not
8 what secret hour of midnight, and on what
V&In pretext, they may be dragged from the
quiet slumbers of home, and either put to a
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cruel and inhuman death, never sanctioned by
the laws of God or civilized men, or confined In
a foreign land, never more to be heard of. A
striking evidence of this has been exhibited i
the case of William Morgan, of Batavia, N. Y.
- who, for violating & masonic oath, was kidnap-
ped, and conveyed away, and probably executed
in masonic style. Others have becn assailed
with lawless violence; peaceable inhabitants of
our land have been appalled by numerous and
powerful banditti.*

If masons have taken the life of Morgan, the
(1_00d must, in the nature of things, be sane
tioned by the institution. For, they huve bardy
exeeuted one of their own laws—an oath which
they, as an organized hody, and in an organized
manner, administered to him. Do they nol
sunction the oath ¥ Ilow can they do this, and
not sanction the exccution of its penalty? 1
administering the oath, they sanction it. They
must, therefore, of necessity, sanction the exce
tion of the penalty in case of a violation. They
have attempted to wipe off this stain, by charg
ing the foul deed upon a few unprincipled men-
bers; and by saying in word, that they do not
approve of it. This is a mere gloss. Who aIt
these unprincipled members who have commit’
ted this outrage upon Morgan and others ? TheY
are members of different Lodges, in differen!
parts of the country, and some of them ha¥
been men of high standing. Why are they noz
expelled, and their wickedness publicly exposed:

* The most of this e Morgs!
outrage. chapter has been written since the
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This cannot be done by the institution with any
propriety. Indeed, it would be perfectly incon-
gistent ; for those men have not violated the
laws of the institution, but have been the most
zealous defenders and cxecutioners of them:
and deserve not the censures, but the applauses
of the brotherhood. Should any of them ever
be expelled it would be merely nominal. They
have not, in this thing, forfeited masonic privi-

legh?[s.
asons frequently say, ©that it 1s unjust to
condemn their institution for the conduct of a
few; and to charge this deed, which has heen
committed by o fow, upon the whole body.  No
one, say they, will think of condemning  the
whole church of Christ, for the conduet of o
few wicked members”  These cases are not
analogous. 1f wicked men found a hiding place
m the church ; iff when they are guilty of un-
christian conduct, the church should lubor to
conceal it, and defend them, and still hold them
m fellowship, we might with propricty condemn
the whole body. DBut this 13 not so. When
Wicked men are detected in the church, they and
their wickedness are publicly exposed, and the
church geparates from them, and bears testimony
againgt them. Do masons pursue this course
Wowards those upon whom they charge the whole
disgrace of the Morgan affair? Look at their
conduct towards them. What efforts have becn
e to conceal their crimes, and to aid them in
Wding the grasp of justice! What deathlike
;llence_has pervaded every source of public in-
Ormation, where masonic influence has been pre-
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dominant! With these things before them, low
can they say, “it is unjust to censure us all for
the conduct of these few ?” TUntil they pursue
a different course, we must, of necessity, charge
the crimes of those few upon the whole, and
condemn their institution as corrupt. Should
they come forward and expel those men, and
deliver them over to the civil authorities, and
fairly expose their wickedness, and bear testl-
mony against it; and should confess the corrupt
and barbarous nature of the oaths which they
have administered, and should cease to adminis-
ter them, we should have some reason to helievd
that they are honest in their outeries against
those who have heen the ministers of magonic
vengeance.  But so long as they hold these men
in fellowship, or countenance and defend them,
we are bound to believe they sanction what they
ha:vq done; and so long as they continue t({‘*d'
minister such oaths, we are hound to helieve
that they sanction the exccution of their penal-
ties, and are determined to maintain the orden
even at the expense of human life. If they wert
50 dlsflosed, they could unfold the whole mystic
tic; they could trace it in all its windings al
follow. the footsteps of all its actors. It i funy{
In their power to bring it before the tribunal ‘1’
their country, and there to expose the WwhO
transaction ; {et they labor to conceal it.
When we look at these things—at the ¥
mendous.nature of the oaths—at the numero®
men of high standing who were the actol'ﬁ":;
the systematic manper in which they convey
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Morgan away—at the efforts which they make to
oonceal these facts from the public—at the
#neering and scoffing manner in which many
treat them—and at the repeated abuses and in-
:8ults which they offer to the violated laws and
bleeding justice of their country; with what
-eonfidence can it be said that the outrage is not
sanctioned by the institution ?

The fact is, from the nature of the society, es-
pecially from the nature of the oaths they take,
all the members of the unholy league, statesmen
and nobles, church members and ministers, high
priests and grand high priests, are hound to sub-
scribe to cvery such murderous transaction, or
renounce their connection with the society. Ac-
cording to a well known law of the society,
Morgan's life was forfeited; and according to
that law he probably died. Now all who under-
stand the nature of this law, and still hold a
standing in the fraternity, and labor to support
1%, are stained with his blood ; and God will re-
quire his blood at their hands. They are mur-

erers. How many have openly justified the
thing, and have reépeatedly been heard to say,
“he deserved to die.” Whether he has been
diled or not, these men are murderers in the
8ight of God. They have had murder in their

ts. Others who do not openly justify, treat
the gubject with perfect lightness or attempt to

POW over it a false coloring ; they are no less

ty. All carry in their skirts the blood of

© Innocent. These men are found in almost
€very neighborhood. This is a sufficient reason
why the institution should receive the united
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and decided disapprobation of all good citizens:
and why its very name should be erased from
the history of man. It is, however, due to ob-
serve, that there are numbers of the fraternity
who honestly abhor this outrage ; and who con-
sider their obligations to their country and t0
the church of Christ paramount to all others. It
would be unjust to censure them with the whole
masonic body; yet while they hold a standing
there they must be considered to be yery incon-
sistent, and to be blind to the nature of the in-
stitution, _

4. Masonary is o murderous institution. [
hased on laws which require murder. Thost
taws which sapport the system, demand and take
the life of a fellow creafure without any refer-
ence to the laws of God or the land ; but contra-
ry to both. This is murder by law. Abrogate
thesc laws, and the whole fabric must fall. Who
then does not see that the very principles, spirit
and. essence of this ancient fraternity are mur-
derous! |

5. Those who join the institution solemnly
swear that if they violate “any part” of ther
oaths they will .submit to be executed in the
manner the oaths prescribe. They put thel
lives into the hands of those who, in the nature
of th“lgs: stand pledged to commit the aPP?u'
ing deed, and have sworn to support the institt-
tion by which it is required. nder the solem
nity of oaths they put their lives into cach oth-
cr's hands. Thigisrobbing God and their cout
try. Every man’s life, as a creature, is the P""'f
perty of God ; ag a citizen, it is the property ¢
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hig country. No law will justify him in swear-
in%]it away to masons. It is what he has no
right to dispose of. According to the laws of
masonry, his life might be forfeited, when, ac-
cording to the laws of God and his country, he
would have the same privilege to live as others
have, What a disgrace to the dignity of man,
that in this land of Bibles and dear bought in-
dependence, a socicty shonld exist which claims
the prerogative of sacrificing human beings,
without any reference to the God of the Bible
or to the laws of our hoasted freedom?  Such, |
am bold to suy, is the masonic society. Yct, many
who are distinguished by the christian name, are
enrolled on its list, and arc lending their influ-
ence to support the “ Aydra.”

What must be the feelings of a christian to
asdminister such oaths? In what light would
he appear to cxecute cither of the penalties
Could he do this in the fear of his Maker »
Could he in cold blood lay hands on a brother,
and cut his throat, and tear out his tongue or
tear open his breast and take out his heart and
vitals; or cut his body in two and burn his bow-

to ashes; and then say, “I have done the
duty of a christian?” Should he not do this

aself, in case of violation, he is bound to sub-
scribe to it when done by others, or renounce the
ingtitution. :

In view of the nature of these oaths, we may
eﬂﬂli account for the outrageous disposition
which some masons often manifest. It is pro-
duced and ‘nourished, by the barbarous tenets

which lie at the foundation of their system.
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This disposition is necessary, to qualify them to
‘defend the institution. Could they call in the
aid of the “powers that de,” those who dare to
oppose them, and to investigate their system,
would be compelled to flee before the storm of
masonic wrath.

6. The masonic society is inconsistent with our
- free institutions. Every mason’s life, according
- to the oaths he has taken, is the property of ma-
8OnS; consequently not that of his country. I8
this consistent with a Republican Government?
Liet masons assume authority over the lifo of one
of the fraternity ; what an outrage would it be
u};on public and individual rights?  The laws
ot the land would recognize the wicked perpe:
trators as murderers, and bring them to condigh
- punishment. Dare they attempt to execute their
laws in the open light of day, like honest men
~defending a good cause? The corrupt nature
of their institution, compels them to practice
violence under the cover{ of nocturnal shades.
-Hence the laws of our country will not counte:
‘nance this society in defending’its assumed rights:
Ought an institution to exist, which cannot exer
cise 1ts discipline without putting at defiance the
laws of the Fand ? ° ]

. According to our civil and religious instit®
tions, every person is at liberty to discus®
any subject he pleases, and to any extent b
pleases, without ever endangering his life. But
30001‘<_1mg t0 masonic laws, no one of the ordeh
can discuss ity principles with the sanie freedoX
he would any other rinciples without the for/
of his life. This cloges one important chann¢:
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-of information, upon which all have a claim.
‘Suppose every society should take the same
-course ? We should remain ignorant of what
gurrounds us. The public have a right to be-
-come acquainted with the principles of every
society of men in existence. If a society does
exist, which prohibits, on pain of death, a full
and fair investigation of all its principles, we
may take it for granted, that these principles are
-eorrupt, and their influence dangerous. Such a
‘society was never originated by men who pro-
fessed the religion of the Bible, and the politics
-of a free government.

While almost all other systems, whether religi-
ous, civil, or political, have been before the pub-
lic, and investigated, no one, till of' late, hax
‘meddled with masonry. Masons have usually
attributed this to a conviction of some great in-
‘trinsic excellence of the institution. But they
have made a mistake. The views of thousands
‘upon this subject, have been similar to what they
now are; snd nothing but the fear of the tre-
mendous curses which have been hung in clouds
‘over their heads, has deterred many from pulling
aside the veil. The public mind has been deeply
Impressed with the idea, that the person who
‘8hould publicly investigate or expose masonry,
would be a degraded and contemptible creature,
and would pay for his rashness with the forfeit
of his reputation, if not his life. Previous to the
A&larm which has gone abroad concerning the
kld“ap ing of Morgan, masons, no doubt, have
generally considered it their duty, to take the .

*Iife of any one who should expose their system.
H
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What base and slanderous efforts have been re-
sorted to, with a design to ruin the charn ier
and destroy the influence of every opposer; uo
matter who! But the charm is broken. The
institution is now undergoing a critical examin-
ation before the public tribunal. Masons may
threaten, and hold out thejr anathemas, and ful-
minate their bulls, but in vain! The march of
the human mind is resistless; and it will be
such in an investigation of masonic sentiments.
This 8ple_mdid edifice, which, by the deceitf:lll
glare of its gaudy appendages, has long bewil-
dered mankind, is coming down; and the work
will progress until there shall not be left one
stone upon another, to tell to succeedin g gener-
ations where it once stood. |

7. Some sentiments embraced in masonic oaths
deserve particular notice, When mason 18 1
distress and gives the ¢ grand hailing sign,” of
utters “the words accomi)anying it,” and anotl-
Of mason sees him give the sign, or hears him
utter the words, he is bound * to fly to his relief
at the risk of hig life.” What virtue is there 1
this grand 8ign, which renders one who can givé
1t, more deserving relief, than one who cannot
give1t? 1If amason discovers a man apparent!]
In great distress, and he does not give this sig0
the oath supposes that he is under no obligatio”
to fly to his relief If he discovers two mél
apparently in the same distress, one a masop 3”3
the other not, and the mason gives the gral f
8188, he is under no obligation to fly to the reli¢
of the one who is not o mason. If he kno"
that the one who s not & mason, is his broth¢’ )
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in Christ Jesus, to whom he is bound by the
nteresting ties of the gospel, still the oath sup-
poses that he is under no obligation to fly to his
relief. No matter what the distress is. If a
murderer, or any other criminal, who is a master
mason, is brought before the bar of justice to be
tried, and gives this signal of distress; if the
Judge or prosecutor or any of the jurors are mas-
ter masons, and see him give this sign, they are
under the solemnities of an oath, to risk their
lives to save his. 1f the Governorof this State,
or the President of the United States, 19 a mas-
ter mason, and discovers a criminal of the high-
68t degroe, who is also a master mason, and who
ﬂlvnes the grand hailing sign, this oath must bind
Im to grant the criminal a pardon and deliver
him out of distress. If one of the murderers of
organ is flecing through the country from the
ursuit of justice, every master mason to whom
88 gives this sign, is bound by oath to aid him
I his escape, even at the risk of his life. No
matter what is the occasion of the distress, nor
What is the character of the distressed ; the oath
8 binding at all times, in all circumstances
through life.
t some masons would say, that they are not
ound to fulfill their obligations to any but a
Worthy brother. In what part of the oaths is
exception made? They are taken on no such
%adition. No such condition is even hinted at.
ShouId. it be specified in any instance, who are
Y bo judges concerning who is worthy and who
Wnot? Masons of course. Are they impartial
Judges ? 2 Does their judgment agree with the
H



136 AN INQUIRY INTO

judgment of others ? How many have been ex-
pelled from the church of Christ, who are yet
In good standing in masonic Lodges? When
suspicion rests upon a mason, will his brethren
‘uniformly come forward, and assistin a_fair and
tmpartial investigation of the subject to know
whether he is worthy? Leok at the Morgan
affair. If they design to administer their oaths
-on the above condition, why does the oath which
they. administer to g Royal Arch Mason, solemn-
ly bind him to defend a” brother of that degree
‘when in trouble, though he may be guilty /* This
I have bheen told by Royal Arch Masons; and it
has been proved before an ccelesiastical council:
A mason of that degree once told me, that whern
~he came to this part of the oath, he stopped, and
-objected ; but was persuaded to procced.

“ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that
3 master mason’s secrets given to me in charge
as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall re
a1 as secure and inviolable in my breast, 3
in his own, when communicated to me, murder
and treason excepted, and they left to my owB
election.” g there nothing unchristian in this
0ath? May the children of God solemnly swea
that they wil} keep the secrets of drunkards,
gamblers, profane sSwearers, thieves, robbers
man-stealers, or any others ? This oath requiret
masons to conceal every thing—crimes of every
description when given to each other as secret?:
Wwith the exceptions of murder and treason; ans
these if they choose. No oath which they ma)

* This was written b it . rch Maeo!
#was disclosed to the pu?)g?g? the obligation of & Royal A
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take in a civil process, can compel them to dis-
close these. Suppose two men are masons ; one
is guilty of some crime, which he commitsto the
other as a secret; no matter what, if it be not
murder or treason; he is under oath never to
reveal it. The criminal is apprehended by the
laws of his country, the other is called upon as
a witness against him, and solemnly swears 1n
the presence of Almighty God to tell the whole
truth. He is guilty of false swearing. K he
tells the whole truth, he will violate the first
oath ; if not he will violate the second. Take
which course he may, he has sworn falsely.
What confidence can we repose in such nen,
though they may mako high professions ?  "Thix
oath destroys the foundation of confidence;
which in any person, is that veracity which af-
fords a pledge, that on every lawful oceasion, he
will invariably tell ¢ the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but tho truth.” Butthe above oath
solemnly forbids this; and if it were taken by
all men, would sweep from the world the foun-
ion of justice and of social order.

As this oath does not on all occasions, allow
masons to give the truth in evidence against 2
brother, how can those who are not masons al-
Ways obtain redress for injuries which they may
receive ? Let a mason commit the foulest ag-
gression upon the property or character of his
neighbor, let this cause be brought before the
tribunal of justice, let another mason, to whem
the criminal has committed the whole affair in
charge as a secret, be called as a witness against

him, and the oath which he has taken, decidedly
a3
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forbids that he should offer his testimony. Should
he be the only witness in the case, the -innocent
might suffer, and the guilty escape. We may
hence account for many mysterious circum-
stances. Such a society, embracing so many
men who are disposed to act wickedly, endan-
gers the dearest rights of peaceable and honest
citizens. There may be many circumstances I"
which it shall be impossible for them to obtall
the justice of their cause. Shelter is afforded 0
the worst of men, behind which they may retirt
and invent and execute their dark and secrt
plots of destruction and death, perfectly unknow!
10 others; and the combination into which the)
have entered, puts them beyond the reach of |9;W~
where no oivil process can detect them. he
principles of the institution have been kept ®
much behind the curtain, so few have ventur®
to mvestigate them ard to communicate lightte
the public: that most men are not aware Of tht_'
danger to which their civil and religious right:
are exposed.

How must this oath clash with the obligati®”

of a christian ? SUPPOSG two masons are churct
- members, one is guilty of a crime which he ool
mits to the other as a secret; the church ¢
him to an account, the other is called as & wit
ness against him ; all that is solemn in his cov¢
nant with God and his brethren, demands of ™
to tell the whole truth ; but he has sworn not .
do it. The oath, and his christian obligatio®’
are at war, one or the other must be violated:

Let there be a difficulty between these 1w
masons ; their obligations as masons reqi”
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them to settle it in the Lodge, but their obliga-
tions as christians require them to settle it in
the church. One commences a labor with the
other, after taking the first and second steps:
Christ directs him to tell it—to whom? to the
Lodge? no, to the Church. If he goes to any
other tribunal, he violates the law of Christ.
But his obligations as a mason, require him to
go to the Lodge, and if he does not, he violates
the discipline of the Lodge. Hence, it appears
in the clearest light possible, as T have clsewhere
said, that no man can perform the duties of a
mason and of a christian. T am personally ac-

wainted with some of the fratermity who view
this subject in the rame light, and talk as 1 do.
A well informed mason once observed to me,
when remarking upon these contravening obhi-

ations, * [ have often shuddered when I have

een in Lodge mectings.”  If a man is a maxon
and a minister of the gospel, his obligations are
perfectly at war. If he fulfills those of a minis-
ter, he cannot those of a mason. One or the
other he must dispense with. In this unpleasant
situation he is placed, in consequence of becom-
ing a mason. What must he do? He cannot
be a block ; he must be active. But how shall
he act ? His obligations as a mason, S0 far as
they clash with other obligations are unlawful,
and are not binding; for no obligation can bind
& man to practice what is unlawful. Hence, so0
far as duty to God and his fellow creatures, re-
quires him to infringe on his obligations as a ma-
80n, 80 far he is bound to do it. No man can
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serve two masters; and it is better to obey God
than masons.

8. It is the duty of every person who has tak-
en these oaths, to renounce them, and to confess
his wrong in taking them. It is wrong to take
them; it is a greater wrong to keep them ; it 18
virtuous to cast them away. They are bindlng
on no human being. Was the oath of Hero
binding ? If it were, there was no criminalit]
in his taking off the head of John the Baptist.
He did his duty. If masonic oaths are binding
then it is the duty of all who have taken them
to reduce them to practice. ILlence, should on
mason conceal the crimes of another before the
tribunal of justice, because churged to, he will do
right. If those masons who arc acquainted with
the Morgan affuir, sternly conceal all they knov
about it because charged to, they will do right.
Should the members of a court, who are masons
use their influence to clear the criminal befor®
them, because he is a mason, and gives the sig?
of distress, they will do right. Should mason
in relieving the afflicted, never relieve any bug
masons, they will do right. Should any masot
violate these oaths, and should his brethren es¢
cute him in the manner the oaths prescribe, theJ
will do right. Let the murderers of Morga!
alone, they have done right. If masonic 0aths
are binding, this course of reasoning is nunavoi
able. “ Promiges are not binding,” says M‘,';
Paley, “when the performance is nnlawful:
(Moral Philo. p. 83.)

These oaths are in no instance taken unde”
standingly. The candidate never reads them
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uor hears them repeated before he takes them,
until recently; consequently has never investi-
gated them. As to their nature and tendency,

e is perfectly in the dark, until he is solemnly
bound. The master repeats them and he repeats
after him. This is the first time he ever hears
them or has any correct information about
them. Every one must see that they are taken
in a perfectly heedless manner. Ilad they al-
‘'ways been presented to the public for a full and
fair investigation, fow, very few would ever have
taken them. Masonry long before this would
have been forgotten  with other institutions,
Which have originated in the duark ages of the
world.

In taking these oaths, two wrongs are obsery-
able, Iirst—in the candidate; who, im an in-
considerate manner, rushes into the presence of
his Maker, and swears about something of which
he is ignorant. This is highly criminal. No
man can be justifiable in taking a solemn oath,
without first having examined its nature. If he
18 debarred this privilege, he may well apprehend
that there is danger ahead. o venture forward
and make a solemn promise before God, of the
nature of which he knows nothing, is presump-
tion in the extreme. Secondly—there is wrong
In those who administer the oaths; they know
that the candidate is ignorant of the solemn
vows which he is about to make; and they have

reason to believe, that if he were not, he
‘Would never consent to make them. It is their
Policy to keep him ignorant until he is placed
Where it will be difficult, if not dangerous, to re-
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tract. They practice the most glaring decep-
tion. They tell him, as Mr. Bradley says, that
the obligations are perfectly “ moral and com-
~ patible with the principles of christianity, civil
society, and good government.” When ke 18
about to take either of the oaths, the master
says to him, “T assure you it is neither to affect
your religion nor your politics.” These assur-
- ances, though often given by men of high pro-
fessions, are false and deceptive. Every person
professing the religion of the Bible and the
politics of a free government, must know ﬂ‘lﬁt
the oaths which masons take, serionsly affect
hoth. Those which the candidate consents to
take, and which masons profess to administer to
him, are not to affect either. If they do, they
are not binding. They are of a different nature
{rom what he anticipated. He has been deceived.
He 18 not only justifiable in renouncing them,
but criminal if he doeg not. Hig ignorance, the
mconmderg.te manner in which he takes them,
the deception and falsehood practiced by the i
stitution, together with their nnlawful, unchrs-
tian, and evep barbarous nature, require him to
Jenounce them 8peedily. There is not a benev
;‘i‘gt al;nll)lclfl_)letfvithin their whole range. T%?
- °riectly in contrast with the pious pre
.cepts of the 08pel of Jesus, as light]? 18 W}ﬂ:
d , tl}elma.n who reduces to pl'&cfilé"’
Nnciples, will be sure to pe
among the enenll)ies’of God. It is freque nﬂ:f,
I very christian is a mason in heark
venture to say, that a mason in heart is 10t 3
christian, Not byt there are christians among
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masons. But every person who in heart fully
embraces the absurd sentiments contained in
masonic oaths, except under the most inexplica-

e delusion, cannot be a christian ; and if he
does not renounce them and the system which
they support, he will be in danger of a dreadful
overthrow. If persons under a delusion, make

wiul promises, even on oath, must they
Bevar renounce them ?

Masons generally suppose that those who vio-
late masonic obligations are “ guilty of perjury.”
Admitting this to be a fact, what Kind of a char-
8oter do most masony sustain ? They are “guilty
of perjury.” Kor, where is the mason who does
00t violate some part of his masonic oaths.
het is perjury? When a person understand-
Ingly swears to what he knows is false, accord-
g to vulgar acceptation, he is “guilty of per-
Jary”*  Tg this the case before us? Does the
candidate for the mysteries of masonry, swear

Something which he knows is not true? If
not, then he is not guilty of perjury. He puts
confidence in those who instruct him, and takes
ipon him obligations, or makes promises, which,
When he ig permitted to examine for himself, he

ds are of a different nature from what he was
told by the other party they would be. They
are therefore, null and void. No judicial o1
ecclesiastical investigation can criminate him for
fénouncing them. After all, it would be far bet-
ler to obey the solemn injunction of the Saviour,

But I say unto you, swear not at all”

*The technical meaning of the term supposes that, the oath s
‘dllimltered by a person clothed with judicial authority.
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CHAPTER IX.

ON THE INFLUENCE OF MASONRY.

If the principles of the masonic institution
were as pure and as much to be admired as 1t 1#
~often said they are, their influence upon the

hearts of men, would be widely different from
what it is daily perceived to be. Masonsin their
“practice and intercourse with mankind, would
~exhibit the lovely fruits of these boasted sent:

ments ; and wherever the institution cxists, 1%
tendenc{ upon social happiness, would be the
most salutary. But corrupt tencts produce ¢o
-rupt morals, and corrupt morals destroy happ*
nees.  Masonry has an evil influence. .

1. It leads men to be dishonest. This crime
has long polluted the character of the institutio’.
I:or, ever since the pubfication of a book; called,
“Jachin and Boaz,” the fraternity have pursu
a dishonest course. They have told people 30
have used their influence to make them bele?%
that that book is not what it professes to bé
This falsehood has supported the tottering fabric
from that period till the republication of maso™
ry by Morgan. Perfect honesty would have
overthrown the institution. There are men ¢
‘high standing, and who are usually thought t0
be honest; yeton a subject involving masonry’
‘and tending to expose its folly and wickedne®
these men, to prevent a disclosure of facts; ar
0 stop the gigantic march of truth, will lay 3513°
~their high sounding professions, and stoop t0 the
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unholy practice of deception. On some occa-
aions, it does seem that the arch deceiver of man-
kind, lends them all his depraved cunning, which
they ekilfully practice in throwing a false guise
over the most glaring facts. Christians, and
christian ministers have been recognized among
this class of human deceivers. Tiis is painful
to record! How shall we account for it ? Look
8t the nature of their oaths—their solemn pledges
to defend the order! The above conduct, is the
legitimate fruit of the moral sentiments which
those oaths embrace. 'The institution cannot
8tand, unless truth can bo stifled and the public
ived. Thesc men may not intend to falsify
the truth, nor to practice deception. They have
en taught to bhelieve, that masonry is sacred:
angd they view it as much their duty to vindi-
€ate it, as to vindicate the Bible. They are un-
er such a mnysterious delusion, (for what else
shall we call 1t,) and are so blind to the corrupt
nature of the institution, that they are not
aware of the criminal course they may at times
Pursue in its defense. They say and do that
Which they would not, did they view things in
their proper light.

2. Masonry tends to close the channels of
Public information ; and to conceal the most im-
Portant facts relative to civil and religious
fights. Should an outrage upon our free gov-
@nment be committed by any class of men but
Masons, the alarm would be sounded, through

© medium of the press, from one extremity of
the continent to the other. But when this * an-

©ent and honorable fraternity,” dare to lift their
: | .
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hands against the majesty of law—to trample oz
the dearest rights of our fellow citizens—and to
perpetrate a crime which casts the darkest shade
on the history of civilized man—these public
sentinels, with here and there an exception, have
been as silent as the house of death. The sneers,
the ridicule, and the threats of the fraternity,
together with a fear of incurring their displeas
ure, and of being unpopular among them, ar
the baneful causes of this criminal negligence.
By masons, this subject is often spoken of with
great lightness. Their manner of treating it
necessarily leads us to conclude, that they ook
upon every one who communicates light uponil
as deserving the foulest disgrace.  lHence, 8
great portion of the community are ignorant 0
what is doing by a wicked and powertul combr
nation, to corrupt the principles of justice and
the sources of public information. ,
, 3. ,Masonry often tends to defeat public justice:
The idea of ‘the masonic connection, is calculatel
1N ItS nature, to produce in the minds of mason®
the most powerful excitements in favor of e
other, especially when in trouble, or when U
rounded by dangers. Men cannot be pledged
to each other, in stronger terms than they 37
Let a complaint go before a grand jury imp*
cating a mason : suppose there are a number °
'MA80n8 on the jury; it mayeasily be commul
cated to them that the person against whom the
complalpt 18 offered, is a brother of the mason!
counection : immedi:xtely, on the reception *
thlg’ lnformation, and in view of the oaths b":
which they are pledged to him, they may fee
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an interest in the investigation of his casc, which
they would not, had they not known that he was
3 mason. The oaths being unlawful, tend to.
produce an unlawful bias. Hence, by the influ-
enoe which these masons may have over the rest
‘of the jury, the offender may escape, and the
~end of justice be entirely defeated.

Suppose application be made to a public pros-
écutor who is a mason, for a process against one
of the fraternity. The friends of the person im-
plieated may casily hint to the prosecutor what
18 going forward, and say to him, this Ycrson
belongs to our ancient institution ; we are bound
t0 see that he is not injured, but “to apprisc
him of all approaching danger.” The prosecu-
tor is biased, and his feelings warmly enlisted in
favor of the offender; under a pretext of a crowd
of business, he puts off the complainants, and
tells them to call again. They call again, and

¢, under the same cxcuse, puts them off again,

until he ascertains the person has absconded.
Then, he manifests the utmost readiness to issue

process; when, in fact, under the influence

of his masonic oaths, he has cffectually defeated
the justice of his country. .

Suppose a mason is to be tried by a judicial
Process, and the judge and a number of the
JUrors are masons. Some one may inform some
Wasen of the court, that the prisoner to be tried
S 4 mason; and insinuate that the complaint
ha.-s.originated among the enemies of masonry,

& malicious design to injure him. This
nay be communicated to the judge and to every
Mason 0)11 the jury. By their influence the crim-

1<
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inal may escape, and justice again be defeated.
When masons have offended against the laws of
their country, how often have similar efforts been
made by the brotherhood to palsy the arm of
_justice, and to hinder the due progress of law?
Facts .of this nature are too numerous and too
plain to be denied.* I would cite the reader,
~not_only to the perfect mockery which is often
made of erime—to the many escapes from the
high seats of justice—to the many mysterious
pardons of which he may have heard-—but to
the trial at Cana.ndaigua of' those who were in-
-c}icted for Carrying away Morgan. These crim-
tnals—these high handed offenders against the
laws of God and the rights of man, were per-
mitted to swear in their own defense, and in de-
fense of each other. The judge in his address
to them, said, “The court are of opinion, that
your liberty ought to be made to answer for the

liberty of Morgan.” Yet one of the numbet

ggge‘ﬁs proved guilty of a conspiracy to de

organ of his liberty. was sentenced only
10 three s v

months’ imprisonment, and another Wwho

* When the grand ; s ¢
' 3 : Jury of Genesee county made the first attemp
Egr?eﬁefglga te the Morgan affair, the forejlrnan, being a mason, 0”'
staf’ in m‘one of the jury, who was also a mason, ** we have Yéb b Zﬂ
noL suffer &mib% m“’d‘”ﬁ% of the jury are masons, wems
A e indicted.
inhlix{é 'xgﬁnléagnlford} a highly respectable citizen of New J el‘?‘ﬂ';
sele @ on of r‘?}ma??’?n’s 8ays, *‘ I have seen agg‘an@nﬁg{,
men : Wil an express view o prevent @iy Nek
imttgaggi had 1?1"?’“" mason, and was told by the foroman of e
fore them, /8 gooe  been the case of a brother thay was (30111111,g"b]:l
brought tobe??lnd 0t have been there. Ihave also seen & mﬂs‘ﬂc
masonic B})gnal of de& on an indictment, and observed him make ier
sign of the hand istress, and another 8ign to the jury, Which_laif o
- answered » these 'WIL down across the throat, two of the J¥ %c"-
. ong clear'ec;sﬁgﬁf guizatam bwo jurors went out and refused 10 00?7{‘;]6,;
- belween the par and the bench%)e also seen masonic signs exoh
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plead guilty of the same crime was sentenced
_only to one month imprisonment; both in: the
county jail! Will this answer for the liberty of”

organ ¥ These terms of imprisonment have-
expired and these men are agaln enjoying . the:
blessings of freedom. But where is Morgan ?

‘here isthe unhappy man, who in their clutches,.
oried murder ! murder ! ! marder ! ! !

4. Masonry has a pernicious influence in the
church of Christ. The church cannot maintain:
18 discipline without a perpetual war with it.

hen church members act under the influence.
of masonic oaths, and in view of the masonic.
Wterest, they violate the christian covenant and
Joutend against the laws of the house of God..

hey will make great efforts to defend the char-
acter of a masonic brother, and to prevent it
from being exposed. Their unlawful obligations.
¢ad them to pursue unlawful measures. They
are liable to practice iniquity, and to conceal 1t.
Aong themselves ; and it may be utterly impos--
Sble to detect it, and bring it to light, They
Will seldom expose each other, or testify against
®ach other ; and on some occasions cannot with-
out ViOIating their oaths. How perfectly in con-
trast with the gospel! According to this, chris-
tlans' are to “know no man after the flesh.”” All
Telations of thig nature are to be laid aside, and

. . i . .

e S e e s, ot e men et
Onin;mtua:dhy did he not go to its full %tenlt) ? ttThle la}g Saﬁstﬁgpgilsé
then existing vggé nc?tf ‘gt tillg E)i%evgouLav?so; Weal;s gglte%ced to two
tyheamh eesebro to or?e year, Sawyer to one month and Sheldon to

onths imprisonment, hut where is the fine ? Why complain

gl{ea g{iigfective law? This same judge now holds the second office in.
12¥ the people of this state,
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are to have no influence in matters of discipline.
Every man is bound by the rules of the gospel,
to act faithfully ; and fully from under cover, 1o
the case of his nearest earthly connection ; even
if it be the wife of his bosom. Should she be
the offender, it is his duty as a witness for God,
to testify against ber ; and then should the nature
-of the offense require it, to lift his hand in sepa:
rating her from the fellowship of the church.
Nothing in the Bible will justify him in conceal-
ing her offense, though charged to by the tender-
est sympathies of a bosom friend. Compare
this with masonry! A greater war between the
principles of action never existed.
ence, rasonry occasions a party in the
church. This party has formed the closest pOs-
sible connection with a gelfish and unbelieving
world. A brotherhood exists, and is cemented
by the Strongest and most solemn vows, Chris
lL1ans are not pledged to each other in more bind-
ng terms than the masonic part of the church
18 Pl.edg_edto the masonic part of the world.
© Institution of masonry is not based on real
aﬁ'ecf,_lon, but on unchristian and unlawfal oaths
]En view of the clashing obligations and conten.d’
INg nterests which exist in the church, it Wil

not be su

rprising if serious difficulties arise. Leb
the church atter%

| . Ptto deal with a person of som¢
note In the magonie fraternity, and-they majy
have to meet and contend with the influence ©
the whole body, Masons of almost all classe$
-christians and infidels, may be seen gathering
.-arounq. their brother to defend his cause, and
-8ave his character from merited disgrace. Masol
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Ty does not have this influence on all the mem-
bers of the institution. There are those who
act-on the principles of christianity, and under
the influence of christian obligations. These
remarks are not intended for them, and it is hoped
they will take no offense at them. |
Masonry has an unfavorable influence on the
linds of those christians who uanite with the
stitution, and aim to live accordingly to ma-
Bonic obligations. In some instances, it obvi-
Ously destroys, in a great degree, the savor of
that unetion ‘which is from the Holy One. Such
Persons are in the habit of associating in the
Wost familiar manner with men of almost every
ctlags, They must have learned by experience
that this is destructive to piety, and partakes of
the vain and unsanctified spirit of the world. If
Masonry were what it professes to be, and if
these men were often permitted to see the “ rich-
8 of divine grace opened in boundless prospect,
their election to, and their glorified station in
the kingdom of their Father,” and even to “look
Within the veil of God’s presence,” as Mr. Town
‘?Gpresgnts,' one would suppose that they would
®minent for piety. o
, Uhristiang are sometimes led to treat their
brethren in the Lord with an unchristian spirit.
Tl_xq 8pirit peculiar to masonry is opposite to the
;Pmt"Of Christ. This is felt and is often mani-
t‘i by christians who are in connection with
® Masonic institution. Let those who are
trleved with them attempt to convince them of
YH8Ir wrong, and to show them the nature of

14
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their unlawful obligations and unjustifiable pur-
suits, and they selgom fail of being criminated.
Masons cannot endure that their institution
should be spoken against. Nothing will more !
. enrage many of ther, They consider it almost
an unpardonable offense, that a person who is
not friendly to masonry and is grieved with them
for pursuing it, should freely speak his mind on
the subject. It is like touching the apple of
their eye. When requested by their brethren t0
renounce magonry, they not unfrequently mani
fest an unchristian determination to do as they

please. There are many who possess too much

of this spirit, They act on the principles of

masonry, and under the inﬂuenfe of masonic ob-
ligations. Masonry appears to' be the object of
then: hlgl}est regard ; they are not willing 1
sacrifice it ‘even for the peace of Jerusalem:

They pursue i ' _ t a,t
all hazards, t and are resolved to pursue

This 18 00t the spirit of Christ. That humble,
sglf-denylnisPu'it, will lead a man to make sac-
rifices that he Inay preserve peace and harmony
among his chrigtian brethren, He will sacrific?
many things which in themselves are lawful 22
Innocent, “Wherefore,” says Paul, “if mesb
make my brother o offend, I will cat no fes?

while the wor . _ : ) ertal
for me, by fri%; standeth. ~All things are law

things are not expedient; 2
;};ltn, 8 fIre lawful foxg me, but all‘pthings ,edlfy |
ot ow diﬂ‘eltent this from the spirit Of
thaionr}:! If christiang possessed. the spirit ©
trontament servant of Christ they would never
rouble 'churcheg by uniting with masoni®
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Lodges; and if those who are now in connection
with them, were as much attached to the cause
of God as he was, they would forsake them
without even being solicited. -

By the influence of masonry, unpleasant feel-
ings are often produced in the minds of chris-
tians towards each other. It 1s obvious that
there is not that brotherly love existing between
those brethren who are members of masonic
Lodges, and those who are not, that there should
be, and that there once was. They live at a dis-
tance ; feelings are injured, and very friends are
too often separated. In some instances the dis-
affection i such as to prevent their walking
together as brethren in church fellowship ; even
churches cannot walk together in the same asso-
ciation. This disagreeable hostility between
brethren and churches has ever existed since
magonry existed in the church, and will exist
until the masonic part of the church shall come
out and be separafe. Can masonry be what it
professes, and be productive of so much unpleas-
antness and contention among brethren? No.

t has a clashing, separate interest. It is not
even friendly to christianity, unless 1t will sub-
mit to its domination.

Masons cannot say that the difficulty origi-
hates from those who are grieved with them.

hen church members become disorderly, and
the church maintains its discipline and brings
them to an account, must the difficulty be charg-
¢ upon the church? Sinners might think
here would be no difficulty on account of sin,
should the Almighty pass it by and not bring

15
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them to judgment. But in what light would
they appear to tell their offended Maker that
‘there would be no difficulty about sin, unless He
should make it? Masons have violated the laws
of the King of Zion; will it do for them to say,
there would be no difficulty about this, would
the King’s subjects be still ? ~

Ministers often injure the cause of Christ by
becoming masons. They do it by destroying
their own influence. It is the duty of every
minister to employ all the influence he can in
favor of the church. He is consecrated by God
and his brethren, to promote this object. If by
unchristian conduct he destroys or lessens his
influence, he occasions grief. W liere is the min-
1ster who pursues masonry, that has not lost
some degree of his influence ? Among a certail
class of people he may have as much as former-
ly 5 but there i3 another class among whom he
has not ag much, and in some instances he has
none. This class is by no means diminutive, not
18 1t composed of the vulgar ; it is as respectable
as .the. other,.a,nd 18 far more numerous, and 19
daily mncreasing.  Some of these, and even gome
ch.urches,.' will not hear a mason preach. Wit
thl.s portion of the christian publie, 2 minister
Who 18 & mason hag Jogt his influence; and pmi-
sulng asonry 18 the occasion of it. -
uch ministers injure the cause by molesting
the peace of churcheg. Many churches of ow
Lord us have suffered and passed through
great affliction, becgnse their minigters have
joined i}he masons. Their union is marred, -
isters dismissed, brethren divided, and visibility
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almost destroyed. How many of my readers
are acquainted with something like this?

The difficulty does not arlse because those
ministers take a higher and more decided stand
for the Lord, possess more apostolic zeal and
simplicity, and pursue more effectual measures
to build up the Redeemer’s kingdom. No: they
have gone in the ways of the world, and have
joined a brotherhood of the world, nnder the
most solemn oaths. Ilow can good ministers, or
any who love our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘do this?
How can they weaken the haunds of the people
of God, and make a breach in the walls of the
holy city?

rofessed ministers of the blessed (tod, who
go through the country preaching masonry,
strengthening the hands of masons, building up
masonic Lodges, and enticing young men to
join them, might find some better employment,
and devote themselves to pursuits more honor-
able to their high calling. ~Has the Great Head
of the church called them to this work? Let
them show their commission. |

In a preceding chapter it has been shown,
that, probably, many of the human family will

¢ ruined by the influence of masonry. This 18
asolemn consideration, and deserves the Serions
attention of all who are contributing their influ-
ence to promote the institution. Should it be

e case in an individual instance, the evil would
be incalculable, and greater than the temporal
'uin of empires. | R

There is certainly danger of this; for 1t has
been clearly demonstrated by quotations from
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standard masonic publications, that !:he 111_st}ttt~ ‘
tion 18 professedli religious, and that its _rehgmus
pretensions are the same in substance with thosc?
of christianity. It has also been made to appear;
with no less certainty, that all these pretensions
ark founded in error. Such an institution must
have an alarming influence on the future desti-

nies of men. “Hor if the trumpet give an un-

certain sound, who shall prepare himself to the
hattlo?”

CHAPTER X.

AN ADDRESS T0O THE PROFESSED FOLLOWERS OF

CHRIST BELONGING TO THE MASONIC INSTITU-
TION. .

BrETHREN (] o sengible of being very 1n-
adequate to the tagk before mo ; but :%s no abler
pen ventures to undertake it, I feel it my indis-
pensable duty. What T ghall say, 1 expect 10
meet, when all who are interested in this subject
m%%iil stand at the judgment seat of Christ.

at could induce you, my brethren, to be-

cOorme masons? Was it a desire to glorify God
and to promote the good of your fellow men?
am sure that sych

. & motive can never influence
his people to Swear a solemn allegiance to the

orld, or to a worldly institution, And 1 ani
sure that.the Lord never smiled on any one when
‘he saw him forming the connection, and taking
the profane oathg of masonry ? Do you believe

tha.; 4 man who takes these obligations upon
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him, can fulfill them, and also fulfill those of a
christian ? Do you believe that a christian, and
e8pecially a minister, is justifiable, solemnly to
Wear in such a manner, as to place himself in
eircumstances where he cannot, on all occasions,
appear as a witness against a mason, nor act
agamst him either before the church or the civil
Magistrate, without violating his obligations ¥
OW vain it is to plead for purity of motives in
this cage,
. The love of human applanse, of popular dis-
thctiOn, of being made acquainted with gome-
g new and mysterious, are motives which
often exert, g powerful influence on our depraved
éarts. Thege things allure the multitude.
hristians who fall in. love with masonry, have
- Teason to query whether they have not been lead
Btray by these delusions. A mason is often in-
troduced among the great ones of the earth, is
ought by a certain class to be honorable, and
10 be marked with a kind of mysterious and un-
10wn distinction. These are temptations the
- uman heart is always soliciting, and with which
18 always ready to comply. ‘
1d you make this a subject of prayer? Did
jou arnestly intreat the Lord to guide you in
Wy, and did you pray until you were satisfied
that he required you to take this step? If not,
{gg did not think it a matter of much impor-
ce.

P erhaps you thought to become more wige i1
aﬁlntual things. Does not the Bible contain all -

N ® Wisdom ang moral instruction any one can
*d? Has not God revealed to us in that holy
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book, all he intends we shall know of moral sub-
jects in this state of things? Does masonry
teach anything true about Him, and about J esus
Chrigt and the mystery of redemption, which
the Bible does not? Is'He go partial to masons
a8 10 reveal some deep mystery to them, which
he has never revealed to the church? Why
then, should men go to masonry for moral n-
struction ? Are they any wiser? Are théir
hearts any better? Are there not those who ax
a8 much distinguished for their knowledge 1
divine things as masons, yet have never beon
taught within the walls of a masonic Lodge?
The Bible containg gl that ministers need 0
know and teach, and 11 that christians need to
DOW and practice, and is able to make men Wise
unto salvation, - ‘
T8 you more useful for becoming masons!
Some may think they are. But every person 18
not a suitable judge of his usefulness in a public
station ; and Perhaps you are not in this case
The church may be allowed to judge and itf
judgment muygt be admitted as nearly correct
Is 1t not almost the unanimouns voice of e
church, that you are not more ugeful for becom”
& INasons?  Masonry adds nothing to you
Influence in the cause of God, nor to your worth
in Zion. ’ '
You preach 10 better. Your sermons are 1ot
fnore Powerful, affectionate, and edifying, a
1ave not more of Chrigt and the Holy Spirit 1!
- them, Yoy &re not more active in the cause ¢
not take a more interesting part in the benevo
lent mstitutiong of the da,y.; nor do you &Ppeal
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to possess any more anxiety for souls, and the
glory of the Saviour, nor any more of the Holy
pirit, nor to be more prayerful and godly, nor
to live nearer the cross of Christ, for being
masons. - What advantage then, is it, for men to
be masons? In what sense are they better
christians or ministers? ‘Where is the balance of
good which they could not accomplish, did they
sustain no other character than disciples and
minigters of Christ? |
Do you have greater access to a certain class of
men who are masons, than you otherwise could
have ? That they will be more {riendly to you
and take a deeper interest in your prosperity,
and that this will of course enlarge your sphere
of usefulness? What! is masonry possessed of
8 much excellence—is it so friendly to chris-
tla,nity, and so much like it? Are masons such
wonderful men for doing good, and does even a .
masonic pirate possess so much benevolence as to
Spare a whole ship’s crew? Why then are not
masons always perfectly friendly to all ministers
of benevolence ? Why will they not always give
them the most kind reception, and open wide
their hearts, their doors, their hands, and their
Purses, to do all they can to aid them in the
Same good cause which they profess to promote,
°¥en though they are not” masons? What are
¢ “beauties of masonry,” about which Mu.
Bl‘a,dley has written a whole volume ? If masons
e not friendly to ministers of the benevolent
~aviour, unless they are masons, and as friendly
0 those who are not, as to those who are, what
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18 that to which they give the name, benevolence,
and of which they often boast!

Some ministers may tell marvelous anecdotes,
about being received and treated with the utmoss
kindness and respect among strangers, becanse
they were masons. Will this justify them in be-
coming masons; and is it an evidence that it
renders them more useful? Could they tells us
of souls they have converted to God among
Imasons, by their instrumentality, it would be
listened to with pleasure. But who can relish
such wonderful anecdotes as those of the ship’s
crew, the pirate, and the soldiers from which We
learn barely this—that masons love those of the
brotherhood more than any others, even should
they be in the game circumstances ?

Suppose I wish to do good to drunkards and
gamblers ; in what way shall I do it best? DBY
taking my stang at 4 public house, and by the
gambling board, and so become a companion of
these song of wickedness? What influence
should I have as a minister of Christ? Or
suppose I did not hecome their companion 1n
Wickedness, but was only found in their societs
and in thig gate-way to perdition; what influ-
ence should I'have? If ministers wish to do
800d to their folloy men, and that what they

preach should haye an influence over them, 0%

lmportant step 18, to keep clear from every
worldly and unsanctified asgembly.

hen you megt, i, magsonic Lodges, you oftel

meet With the &Ssembl' f th ‘ dl ] 3,11(1.
With men why - romblies of the ungodly 1y
‘minded, and wh are rude and vain and world

ose filthy conversation on many
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occasions would vex the soul of a righteous: Lot.
With these men you associate in the most fa-
miliar manner—you call them brethren and: ac-
knowledge them as such, as much as you do-the
followers of Christ. What satisfaction can you
take in such a society? Have you a relish for
it? Are you at home among such men? are
you one people and have you one God and:
Saviour ? ‘and are you called 1n one hope of your
calling, Is this the influence which masonry
has on the minds of christians, to attach them to
wicked men and make them fond of their socie-
ty? “Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord.” |
Do you, on some occasions, have larger assem-
blies to hear the word, than you would were you
not masons ? Be it so. Is this sufficient proof
that these measures are lawful, and that God jus-
tifies ministers in becoming masons? You have
more hearers, but who are they? They are ma-
sons, For what do they flock to the house of
God? To hear about Christ? No. To hear the
Gospegl)f Christ preached ? No! But to hear
@ magon preach ; who, perhaps, in the introduc-
tion of his discourse will gratify their curiosity
and his own pride, in the witty use of some ma-
Sonic term. Though such men should crowd the
sanctuary of God to be pleased with the lovely
So’.l% of a mason, yet what good will he do them ¢
Will he ever turn any of them to God by his
Magonic wisdom in the word of righteousnes ?
masons are not willing to listen to the word
of God from those who are not of the fraternity,
% will not be strange should the Lord leave them
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to be “ Anathama Maranatha” Men must be
saved in God’s own way; and if they are not
saved but by the system of masonry, they will
gurely perigh, Nothing will be gained eventu-

ally by being masons,

here are many ‘minigters of Christ, who are
as active and as useful at home and abroad, and
meet with ag great success in the ministry, and
will accomplish ag much good before they go

hence to rest, from their labors, as those who are
Masons, yet have never geen the “ riches of di-
vine

§7aco opened hefore them in boundless pros
pect ” in a magonic Lodge, nor been tanght that
they were “ naked ang exposed to the divine dis-
pleasure,” bya ceremony which represented the
naked and wretched condition of Adam in the
garden of Eden,

at are minigters of the Dblessed Jesus
breaching to the world ?  What do they nrge in
almost every sermp » Confidence in God. The

great burden of thejp minigtry is to show men

the absolute necessity of renouncing all depen-

: f flesh, and of trusting wholly
In the faithfylnegs of a covenant keeping God-
D0 they reduce this to pragtic? Do they ex-
hibit to the worg an unshaken confidence in the
arm of Jehovah p If not, of what use is thel
preaching?  (gy expect that others will b¢
Influenced by jt p Wgen they resort to a worldly
Institution for Protection or gsupport, they trust

N man and mak e .  tually
cast away the @ flesh their arm ; they vir

dist Precions promises of the Bible, an
'. 1}? rust the veracity of the omnipotent Saviow:
Who hag Pledg ‘himsgelf to bhe with thew
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“always even unto the end of the world” If
ministers are not willing to trust God among
strangers, in a strangeland, and to trust his word
and their ministry in his hands unless they be-
come masons, and have some greater assurance
than God has given them, they need to pray for
more faith; and perhaps would do better in
some other calling, in which they would venture
to take God at his word.

That men of the world should be ecnamored
with masonry is not surprising ; for it is every
way adapted to their self-rightcous and aspiring
views. But that holy men of God should be
caught in its snares, 18 truly inexplicable. From .
the false charms which are thrown around the
institution, someé ministers may be induced to
believe that a connection with it will enlarge the
sphere of their usefulness. But we have sub-
stantial reasons to believe that the greater part
are actuated by motives which the gospel of Christ
does not sanction. To pretend that a union with
this institution, facilitates the cultivation and
enlargement of the human mind, is absurd. For
those who can tell us the whole story about ma-
sonry, with the familiarity a schoolboy would his
lesson, stand no higher on the hill of science
than hundreds and thousands of others who have
n0 knowledge of masonry, and arc men of infe-
vior attainments. And to say that God has com-
municated divine truths to masonic Lodges,
which he haswithheld from the church of Christ,
is blasphemous. One grand motive governs most
of those who become masons. They are fasein-
ated with the idea of being popular among t
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great and wise ones of the world ; and of having
these men pledged on oath to support thei rinter:
est in the greatest extremities. To secure this
popularity, and the friendship and support of
this class of men, is the highest motive wWhich
Influences most, if not all, ministers who become
masons. - |
This is treating the promises of God with con-
tempt. The language which the masonic insti-
tution holds out to ministers is, “join us and we
will help support you” Will the promiscs of
Almighty God fail those who carry in their hands
& commission which bears on it the broad seal of
heaven ?  Will not the solemn and repeated
pledges which he hag made them, warrant the
exercise of an unshaken faith? Why then should
they enter into 5 covenant with the world, to ob-
taln & support in the high calling of the minis-
try? 0, ye of Little faith1” Shall ministers

lﬁa afraid or ashamed to be poor like their divmef

goz;tcflr’ fwtli.lo, lglvhen going about preachilrlg %:
oI the ky |

hoad? iy ngdom, had not where to lay

disciple is not above his master

- © 8ervant ahove his lord.”
It is treatip th . Min-
isters shoulq g the cross with contempt.

anticipate the greatest share of the
reproach, com‘empf and Sufgferings of the cross
3 ut the leagug Which they form with masons, 1#
t1<‘1381gned to wipe off this reproach, to do away
esel Suﬁ'e.rmgs and to render the cross a met®
;popu ar thing, It is a method which satan ha®
tllllvented, by Which ministers of Christ may pa;SSf‘
rough the World, shielded from the offense 0

& s 1.
JQIII us,” say masons, “and yO!
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will be respected by all classes of men!” En-
chanting delusion! How many has it caught?
Shall ministers be ashamed to suffer for Christ,
and to bear in their bodies the dying of the Lord
Jesus? ¢ God forbid,” says Paul, “ that I should
olory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

It is securing the friendship of the world.
(ood ministers of Christ, who are not masons,
enjoy the friendship of the church and of all
good beings. What can they wish more ? That
friendship which they secure by. becoming ma-
sons, is emphatically “the friendship of the
world,” and “is enmity with God.”

It is a fact which no one can call in question,
that christians have not done more good in the
world for being masons. 1t ig also afact equallIy
indisputable, that they have occasioned much
tronble. How many unpleasant and painful
feelings do they occasion in the church of God
when they become masons P How many worthy
brethren in Christ do thev afilict and grieve ?
Who docs not recollect the anguish of some godly
father, or some pious mother in Isracl, on this
account? Children of the kingdom have been
offended; and what has offended them has
offended the Saviour. .

What unhappy divisions and contentions have
been accasioned in churches and among breth-
ren? Idas nobt the wound been so deep, that
ministers, in some instances, have been under
the necessity of leaving thepeople of their charge’
Iow much disaffection is now efisting; and 1n
how many parts of the christian world is the
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cause of Christ now bleeding, from: the wounds
which have been given it, by those who have put
on the armor of masons? “What breaches have
they ocasioned in the walls of the beloved city?
Do they love the city ag they ought? Do they
love its inhabitants as they ought? How cat
they do as they have dope ? Hayve they not often
been entreated by all that is dear to the peace
of this holy place, to cease ; and come out from
among the enemies of the Lord ? But they are
like “the deaf adder that stoppeth her cars.
l‘he{ 8till continue to grieve the hearts and
weaken the hands of the people of God. While
doing this, .can they adopt the language of the
}"10113 psalmist? «Ifj forget thee, O Jerusalem
et my right hang forget her cunning ; if I donot
remember thee let my tongue cleave to the 100
of m Jnouth, if 1 prefernot Jerusalem above
my chief joy» -

_ Ministers™ are overseers of the flock of God
Ought they not to prize its interest above every

Other object ? If they do not, is the flock, seemt?
under thejp

| care? Isit safe trusting the con-
eerns of the flock in the hands Ofgthose e
have swory an allegiance to its enemies? There
18 danger that op some occasions, the interest o
the' flock May be sacrificed; and that some ©

€ Innocent opeg may be decoyed into the m

ernesg, among heasts of prey.. '

The weightiest obligations possible, are restis
(t).n.mlm_s’gers of the sanctuary, to labor with 1
!-mng diligenee to promote the salvation of med;
0y exhibitin the world that system, which
mfinite wisdom hag adapted to compel men frott
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the strong holds of sin, and to lead them to an
entire dependence on the mediation of the Son
of God. ~Masonic ministers, in many instances
do the reverse. They nourish the pride of self-
righteous hearts.

Masonry is a self-righteous system, and every
effort which they make to support and recom-
mend it to the world as a system of morality, is
contributing to the perdition of men. They en-
courage men in that which the Lord condemns,
and over which he has hung his heaviest curses.
The pretended moral edifice which they labor to

erect, isemphatically a refuge of liesand a strong

hold of satan. . _ .
TFrom the nature of masonic obligations 1t

-

must be considered that christians who take these
obligations upon them, and pursue masonry, vio-
late their christian covenant. A mason must
consider himself more solemnly pledged to ma-
sons than to christians, and to the Lodge than to
the church. Masons are the first and highest

objects of his regard,

When christians give themselves to God, and

their brethen, they make no reserve; all they

have they give to Christ, and to the church.

This, all” this, they do professedly. What then
have they to give to masons ? Brethren! when
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, with
hearts warmly attached to God and his people,
you swore allegiance to the King of Zion, could
you, at the same time and on the same day, have
joined a masonic Lodge, and have taken upon
you the awful oaths of a mason ?. A mason can-
not hecome a christian without violating his ma-
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sonic:obligations, and a christian cannot become
8 mason without violating his christian obliga-
tions. |

Brethren ! masonry cannot live in the church
of God. This is not its element. ‘There II}U‘St
ultimately be 3 Separation. Those  christians
who are more fondly attached to the society of
masons than to thaf of the people of God, zmd_
are willing to venture the gwful experiment of
being involved in the ruing of the masonic edi-
fice, must be left to pursue their unyielding way.
But Almighty God solemnly reminds us all
that « He will bring every work into judgment,
With every secret thing”” « I the day when Crod
shall judge the Secrets of men by Jesus Christ:

CHAPTER XI.

AN ADDRESS TO CHURCHES.

BrLoved Brpryppy :—The subject which has
‘occupied the Preceding pages is deeply interest-
g to the kingdom of Chrigt, Such 18 its nature,
that no soclety, of whatever denomination, who
=Ca!1 themsel.ves & chrigtian church, can with pro-
Priety remain Deutrals. For, if masonry be Wwhat

16 professes, if « g, principles of speculative free-

mason_ry_r ha,ye the same coeternal and unshaken
foundafion, ¢optas.

: ntain and inculeate the samo
truthg in Substa.n'ee, and propose the same 131151,']%
ate end 8 the doctrines of Christianity;” ?
oy, masonic Liqge good man « discovers his
election to, anq his‘gloriﬁed station in, the king
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dom of his Father;” and sees “the riches of di-
vine grace opened in boundless prospect, and
that all the heavenly sojourners will be admitted
within the veil of God’s presence;”* it deserves
to be hailed and patronized; and every christian
ought to join a masonic l.odge, and all who op-
pose masonry ought to be excluded from the
church. But on the other hand, if these preten-
slong are not true, 1if masonry is whatit obviously
appears to be in the foregoing chapters, 1t is an
evil, and a growing cvils and no church can be
Justifiable in witholding its aid to stop its pro-
gress.
‘There are some churches which have been ap-
prised of the corrupt nature and evil tendency
of the institution! =~ They have seen wicked men
encouraged to build their hopes for heaven on
heir own righteousness; they have seen an
alarming union daily forming between the church
and the world ; they have seen pagan superstiti-
tlons and Jewish ceremonies held out as a pre-
tended system of religion; they have seen the
Scriptures abused, and the name of the Most
1gh profaned ; they have seen christians strange-
y Infatuated with the love of masonry, mani-
esting g greater regard for an institution of the
world than for the church of theliving God. All
this they have seen—vyes, more! They now see
1t to be high time to exhort those who are in con-
lection with freemasonry, 0 come out and be
S8¢parate, |
Brethren, let us unitedly pray for that wis-
Om which comes from above, that nothing may

* TOW}I;; p. 13, 78, o1,
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be saild or done which shall not correspond witit
the temper of the gospel, and be for the honor
of the Saviour. |

Some churches remain indifferent ; others are

disposed to think favorably, and in some instances
to advocate the cay

_ ‘cause of masonry.
Has it not been shown in preceding chapters,

§hat magonry pretends to he a system of relig-
10m, and that it makes the same pretentions as
the Bible does, even to save men and fit them
for the society and the enjoyments of heaven?
And has it not also been shown, that all thosc
"ehﬂl_ous pretentions are falge ?

Will churcheg of our Lord be indifferent 0
this? Wil they plead for it and call it a good
thing ?  Are they willing that their pastors and
leading members should take an active patt ib

- Propagating thig false system and seducing me?
to behe‘,’,e 1t? Those who are in connection
with the nstitution, are contributing their infle-
euce to support 4 system which is no less falser
absurd and deceptive than the sytem of Maho
met. If churches remain indifferent, and take -
110 measures to check the progress of this mighty -
evil, will their garments be found clean at the
Judgement day 3 - | .

1t clearly appears from what has been said;
that the masonj, society is an unjustifiable ¢O2
bination, acting with supreme regard to its oW
1nterest, and that thig combination includes apar
of he church, ,Jg there nothing to fear fro®
the lnﬂuepce of those men in the church, WO

are combined with the world and have sWO™ .

solemn allegiance to it ?  Tf there is nothing ¥
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fear from this, what is there to fear from any of
the efforts of the prince of darkness to amalga-
mate the wicked with the righteous, and to over-
throw the kingdom of Christ ? Can we be 1g-
norant of his devices 2 What can Dbe more
favorable to his views and cause, than this un-
ion, which, if not desolved, must eventually
bring the church under the control of masonic
influence ?

If masonry is not separated from the church,
the time will come when it will govern it. So
much of'its spirit and nature are already disclosed
as to make this obvious. When difliculties occur
in the church which involve masons, and disci-
pline is not conducted favorably to their views,
there is usually a dissatisfaction 5 and measures
are pursued which are notat all corapatible with
the laws of Christ. Their unlawtul oblirations
lead them to pursue unjustifiable measures to
save the character of a masonic brother® These
obligations would in some instanees prompt them
to sacrifice the interest of the church,

We have seen that the principles of masonry
and christianity are perfectly at war The
spirit of masonry is a spirit of selfishness that
of christianity s a spirit of benevo! »nee s ma-
sons view their institution as superiosto the
institutions of Christ; that of Christ acknowl-
edges no superior ; masons are more :~'nl§-r:1’uly
pledged to masons than to chrxsu:x_ns.; christians
are more solemnly pledged to christians than to
masons. Such is the clashing nature of cach
system, that so far as men submit to the contro!

* Sec Introduction.

K
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-of one they must cast off that of the other.
‘Should the period ever arrive which masons have
'iredict_ed, when all that is taught in masonic

odges shall be known and practiced by all t}_le
‘inhabitants of the earth, the Church of God will
‘have submitted to the complete domination of
the masonic institution, -

Is it agreeable tothe Holy Scriptures, that
“the wicked and the righteous, the church and the
‘world, should be joined together as brethren ?
Is this pleasing to God ? Will he own and bless
it, and will he own and bless those churches
'wl}.lch advocate it ? « My kingdom 1is not of
‘this world ;” “ Wherefore come out from among
‘them, and be ye separate, saith the Lordy
A Who 18 ghe that looketh forth as the morning,
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
‘a8 an army with banners 2 |

It is thought by some that masons are so nu
merous in

. the church, a reformation is hopeless.
Such an idea ig extravagant. The institution

has obv:tously. designed to extend its influence
as far as possi |

le over the church. Hence, the

net has been spread for ministers s and to our
SOITOW, many hayebeen caught. And they have
drawn after them some of their lay brethren.
But the Lord reigns in Zion, and he will eventi-
ally purify her, We are not to consider that
all those churcheg are masonic whose ministers
are. By no megpg, In the most, if not in all
}E;fse churches, the majority are anti-masonic.
.l‘ire ake many churches which have not, and
Wil not have 4 mason in connection. HOW
many of all denominations are leaving the instl-
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tution, and are bearing open testimony against
1t?*  We hope that the period is not far dis-
tant, when all good men will utterly renounce
1t.

It is often said *that many professedly good
men of all deneminations, are masons ; and some
of them say, that masonry is a good moral in-
stitution—that its obligations are perfectly con-
sistent with the obligations of christianity.
Shall we not put confidence in these men ?
Would they not have renounced and exposed
the institution, were it corrupt 2 This has in-
fluenced the minds of a vast many. While they
See professedly good men joming this society -
and contributing their influence to support i,
and often hear them commend it as a virtuous
8ystem, they are naturally led to inquire, can @
be corrupt # The conduct of such men is a mys-
tery to all who have given it a serious investiga-
tion. That men who profess a supreme relish
for mora) excellence, above all; that ministers of
Jesus Christ, should be so charmed with heath-
emsh, and Jewish and profane ceremonies—cere-
monies which convey no -useful information to
any being on earth—and are not even worthy
the notice of children—that they should be so
fatuated with a system which is supported by
the most barbarous and outlandish oaths, is one
Of ?he greatest wonders that has ever been ex-
hibited on the theatre of this fallen world. Pro-

essedly good men are not infallible ; and so far
a8 light hag gone abroad on this subject, the
H;v?his was true thirty years ago, but how is it now, in 1858?

many are rallying around its standard ?
K3
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ublic are prepared to 8ay, that these men have

een deceived and have greatly erred. The at-
tgchment of thousands of such men to the ma-
#Onic institution, is no evidence of its being
pure, but is a great evidence of human deprav-
1ty. If these men would renounce and expose
masony were it corrupt, why will they, when
the whited wall is broken down, and people are
beginning to discover the rottenness and the
dead men’s bones which have been concealed for
ages, I say, why will many of them labor to cov-
er the putrid mass, anq to prevent the exposure !
They are unwilling masonry should come t0
light, and that the public should judge for themr
selves. Must we depend on these men to give
U8 correct views of the institution, when .the};
are manifestly under 5 very great deception’
They tell us that magonry is the same in sub-
stance with christianity ", yet those men Wwho
are mostzealously attached to the fraternity, and
even dare to pyt 4 defiance the laws of our
country to defend 1t, have no more reverence
for the word anq Institutions of Jehovah, thap
they have for the Productions of Mahomet.

It is sald “ that masonry is something We
DOW nothing ahgyt ; it is therefore best to be
silent on the sab

ject, for it produces unpleasant:
ness and eyep

)

n Contention among bl‘et_hren't

ad Masonry neyer pheep unweiled,” it 18 19
true that we kney n

. : d
€W nothing about it. If we dl
00t know whg; are the secret, signs and Cere%
monies of the order, yet we can as well judge?
118 moral natyre and tendency, as of the natul’:
| christian religion. Mason
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have written and published volumes on this sub-
ject. If, after all this, it must. be said that we
remain ignorant, it must be admitted that their
publications deserve no credit. True, it pro-
duces a great deal of unpleasantness among
brethren.  But is this an evidence that nothing
ought to be said on the subject ? If so, chris-
tians must lay aside “ the whole armor of God,”
and no longer “ contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints.” Nothing must
be said on any subject which produces unpleas-
ant feelings, however important it may beto the
glory of (fod, and the advancement of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom. A contention for truth will
always produce unpleasantness in the minds of
those who do not love truth. The preaching of
a primitive minister of Christ, once caused some
of his hearers to “gnash on him with their,
teeth ;” and even to take hislife. o

Again, it is said, “that we cannot discipline
church members for being masons, unless they
are guilty of immoral conduct.” This supposes
that church members cannot be disciplined for
their sentiments. They may embrace what sen-
timents they please, turn mahomedans, papists,
Or Jews, yet they cannot be disciplined unless
for immoral conduct. Some reasons will be here
offered why church members who belong to the
lnagonic institution may be considered the sub-
Jects of discipline, unless they renounce their
Connection. |

1. Their connection with that institution, tends
to weaken confidence inthem. They cannot ful-
fl their masonic obligations and pursue &
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course of christian honesty. On some occa
sions they must unlawfully conceal facts, or mis-

represent them, or flatly deny them, or violate
an oath, - g N |

2. They belong to a society which embraces a
multitude of profane and immoral characters,
who are in every sense mep of the world, with
whom s free association is incompatible with
christian purity, o :
+ 3. The oaths which they take, afford a ?Uﬂ"
clent reason why they should be disciplined
They swear away their lives and all they have,
Into the hands of masons, and cannot consider
themselves the Property of the church nor of
t{lel? country, but of ‘the masonic institution

heir 0aths suppose that they. are at liberty t0
speak evil of g]) who are not masons, and 10
wrong all who are not masons. To do these
things to any extent they please, is no violatiod
of their masonic obligations, The oath by
which they ar? bound " to be chaste, cal‘l‘iesd, Oﬂfl
: of 1t the strongest possible indies
tllaon th b they are under no gbliggtion_ to l-ega,rd
the purity of any females, but, those whom they
‘know” to be the connections of a master m&
son. Lo violate the chastity of all others is h0
violation of this oath.  The institution to which |
;Ille‘y tb?lo'} and which they support, cannof
" gﬁsa:; tl':ge' Scipline without sacrificing the

ino the

laxzs §f1 the 1‘:‘;’51., and putting at defiance &
- dhould th - ‘e

States and thee Grand Lodge of the Un

Grand Lodge of this state, b&
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‘come ever 8o wicked and lawless, they are bound
by oath to support their constitution.

5. Should the by-laws, rules and regulations,
of any Lodge to which they might at any time
belong, be decidedly opposed to the laws of the
church of God, and require a course of unchris-
glan conduct, they are under oath to conform to

em.

- 6. Should they be required by a master mason
0 go on his errand, and should this be to assist
‘him in an unjust cause, they are bound to, if
they have to go barefoot and barcheaded.

1. By swearing to keep the seercts of o master

Mmason, there may be many instances in which
hey cannot testify against him, though required
' by the church, or by the laws of their country.
Men who take such an oath and do not renounce
%, cannot expect a great shave of the confidence
of -others, o
. 8. The oaths, by which they are bound to as-
S8t those of the fraternity, sunder their superior
Obligations to those who are of the household of
) ath, and place the interest of masonry above
tvery other. , |
| .‘Itmay be said by masons that they do not
View their obligations in this light ; that they
¢ migrepresented. The question is not how
,th?Y view the nature of these oaths; but it 1is
his— What is their nature ? To determine this,
‘ge are not to be guided by the views of masons,
but b% the very letter and spirit of their oaths.
J. Bvery master magon mimics death. He
Professes to he killed in imitation of Hiram
b Masons, in & mock way, knock him
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down, kill him, and lay him aside for a dead
man. How does a christian look in this cere .
mony, fooling with death and the winding sheet!
What an appearance does a minister make
Wraapg:d in a shroud and laid away for a dead 1~
man : : ‘

- 10. They wear mock, titles. The title high
priest, as worn by them, is mockery. '];?1_1611‘3
priesthood i3 a perpetuation of the 1ev1t10&1;
priesthood ; and its meaning is, if it has @b
Christ has not yet come. Some ministers who,
preach that Christ has come, and that the whole
law dispensation is done away, have pubon e,
robes of Aaron and assumed the title, high 1”1'%05_1'2
of GQd- This practice says that the goSPG1 158
delusion and its author animpostor. 1t 18800,
 times the case that a number of mock titles ¥
%Ppeqded to an individual masonic chamot@l'-
“Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templt
Knight of Malta, and Grand Chaplain of W&Sh.::

. tigtOn..Encampment.” The man who W&
'teste high sounding names, is a baptist m%lflsc
Y What an exhibition is made on PU )
S}E:Y.S by a long train of nominal, officers wib t
eir flowing robes and badges of distmctl@n('i
OW painful to recognize in this unhallo™:
group, christians and ministers! Do they @

sider the natyre of their conduct?

11. They are guilt’ of profaneness. They m&ke-;
a profane use of they nai%e' of (}odT of the H(ﬂ}f

* When the wri ' onv, aﬂd.
while riter passed through this mock CEICMUT e
i8 thislsj;i&g en(;? mthaesoﬂggr,? for dead Hiram, he could put ask \

t Bradley’s title page.
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Scriptures, of the title high priest, and of the
sanctum sanctorum. In the lecture on the third
degree, “a master’s Lodge is said to represent the:
sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies in king
Solomon’s temple.” What a profanation of holy
things!

~ 12. They are covenant breakers. For, accord-
ing to their oaths, they are the property of the
masonic institution, and their earthly substance
is devoted to promote the interest of thab msi-
tution in preference to any other. Their mason-
ic obligations, are, in their nabure, superior to
all others, and are manifestly designed to secure
to those who take them, privileges which do not
belong to them in common Wwith the rest of
mankind, and which they cannot enjoy but at
the expense of the rights of others. Finally, to
take such oaths—to belong to such & society—to
profane holy things—to mimic death—to wear
mock titles—to perpetuate J ewish and heathen-
1sh ceremonies—to violate the christian covenant,
18 “disorderly.” < He that hath an ear let him
hear what the spirit saith unto the churches.”






AN APPENDIX,
IN WHICH IS PROVED THE TRUE CHARACTER OF
MORGAN’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.
“ Prove all things.”—1 Thessalonians, v. 21.

Bl
-

PREFACH.

The author is aware that in many sections of
this State, people have sufficient evidence to cs-
tablish in their minds beyond a doubt, the true
tharacter of Morgan’s “Iliustrations of Masonry.”

¢ following treatise, therefore, is not particu-
la,rly_designed for their benefit. But there arc

ousands, in the different States, who, from
eir local situation, and from the combined and.
100 successtnl efforts of the fraternity to bewil-
€r them and keep them in ignorance, are
sreatly needing the information which it con-

8. To them it may be of consequence. It
Will put into their handsg, and into the hands of
all others, that by which they may effectually
close the lips of every mason who shall deny the
Tue character of the above named publication.

t has been rumored by masons in many
Places, that the “Inquiry into Masonry,” &c., 1s
dmere creature of the Morgan affair. For the
Normation of those who may not know to the
Gpntrary, I will state—at the time the first edi-

M of that hook was published, I had no

OWledge that William Morgan or any other
Person contemplated publishing the secrets of
maSO;lry, or any thing else relating to that sub-
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ject; nor did I even know that such a2 man ag
sald Morgan existed. The book came from the
press, and was in circulation some weeks before
Morgan’s abduction and although it has been
somewhat enlarged ‘since, it is not indebted for

1ts origin to any excitement produced by that
outrage,

m._.__

" CHAPTER L

¥

TIE TRUE CHARACIER OF MORGAN'S * ILLUSIRA-

TIONS OF MASONRY ” CLEARLY PROVED BY THE
CONDUCT OF THE FRATERNITY.

It s often sajq by masons, and by some of
high St&ndmg, who would wish to be respected.
a8 men of veracity, “that masonry cannot be
revealed.,” I 8aying this, they evince the weak- -
aoss and depravity of their oguse. A cause
which, on any occasion, demands any other sup-
Rort than rush, i both weak anil depraved:
Nothing Thore 18 wanting to effect the final over-
throw of theiy institution, than for its members
to reduce to practice {1 principles of honesty-

149 . X .
is 5o Loy eannot be revealed] ” - This assertion
'S 80 Inconsigtent that

to attempt to €Xpose it.

their mysteries, how can they make magons?

How ecan they . hose
Communicate masonrv to t
who are not ms: © Y

0a%ons, and induct them into the
secrets of the .opder P To reveal masonry, is

communicate it 1, those who are ignorant of 1%



APPENDIX. 183

If this eannot be done, then masons cannot make
Mmagons—they cannot communicate their mys--
teries to others; and all their attempts at such .
a thing are perfectly hypocritical. Indeed, they
know nothing about masonry themselves; for if
16 be of such a mysterious nature that it cannot
be revealed, then it could not have been revealed
to them. Hence they are the dupes of folly and

- Ignorance.

' If masonry cannot be revealed, why does every
mason “most solemnly and sincerely promise and
8wear, that he will ever conceal and never reveal,
any part or parts, art or arts, point or points, of
the secret arts and mysteries of ancient freema-
sonry ?”  ‘Why does he further solemnly prom-

- 3¢ and swear, “that he will not write, print,
stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint or en-
stave it on any thing moveable or immovable
under the whole canopy of heaven?” To this
“VeIy mason swears, and “binds himself under
1o legg penalty than to have his throat cut, his
gstgﬁgﬂe torn out and his body buried in the rough

8 of the sea.” All this supposes that mason-

v may be “revealed, written, printed,” &c.

II:T oW, if Capt. Morgan knew what masonry was,

¢ could reveal it ; 1f he knew how to write, he

N4 write it; and those who know how to
Print, can print it, |

' It has been said by some, that Morgan’s book

B Only a republication of Jachin and Boaz.”

Wﬁ magon who has read “Jachin and Boaz,”

‘the 00WS that it is what it professes to be. At

an?i time it wag published it unveiled masonry,

| t11(’32(:r.‘auft were driven to the necessity of re-

L .
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 versing the grips and words, to prevent the down-
fall of the whole fabric. To detect one who was
only a “hook mason,” they put « Boas” for
“Jachin.” Morgan’s book is Boaz and Jachin.
Many of the books called “Jachin and Boaz,” -
have been found in different parts of the country
1n the secret possession of thoge of the fraternity.
All the difference there iy hotween those and
Morgan’s, are the alterations and improvements
which have been made since the appearance of -
the former. o |
It has frequently been aid by magons, that
the authar of « Jachin and Boaz,” disappeared
tmmedlatel_y after his hook was published-——_fmd
YO carry on a plan of speculation, it was gived
out that he was murdereg by masons—that after
he had accumulateqd large sums of money by the
Yapid sales of his book, he soai ed—tha
organ hag taken the same course, Now it i

frue that the author of “Jachin and Boaz” dis

abpeared, and in the same way, we have reasol

to believe, that Morgan has—by the hands of
FoonIC a8sassing ; for he s said  fo have beed
found.d_ead In the streets of London, with 8
throat ey, shortly after the, book made its ap"
Dearance, and magong were charged with his mur”
Tons By are now charged with the murder o
organ. That he was found dead soon aftel

his book wag ubligshed tnowledged
by amasonicgditor,‘e , has been ackn

eious to the kidnapping of Morgan, it V¥
nown to the %ig;fmppmg of Morgan, 1v}

. : ity, not only in the imme
diate neighborhoog of )]%a,tavia,, b}{it for a ¢ onsl”
erable distance around, that he was about &¥
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closing the secrets of the order. They therefore
collected in organized and armed mobs, from
different Lodges and chapters, from different
counties, and even from the dominions of the
king of Great Britain, to suppress the work.
One Daniel Johns, a conspicuous character in
those scandalous scenes, and who for a number
of days acted the part of a masonic spy in the
printing office of Col. Miller, was from Canada—
“was sent for from thirty miles beyond Kings-
ton, to cheat or take in Miller,” A%t the trial of
James Lakey and others, Doctor Samuel Butler
?estiﬁed, “that he was invited to attend. & meoet-
Ing on Hriday evening previous, at L Roy, to
concert measures for the suppression of the book,
but did not go. Gangon told witness that men
of Canandaigua, Batavia, Rochester and Buffalo,”
from four counties,) “had met on the premises,
riday evening, to concert measures to suppress,
the book.” Tt has appeared to the public by in-
disputable documen bs, that the conspiracy against
torgan extended to several counties; what he
Was doing was therefore known to most, if not
all the Lodges and Chapters in those counties,
Wwas deliberated upon, and measures entered into,
W}th a design to prevent him from executing
8 purpose. ' | |
ne of the membpers of the Lewiston commit-
€ In a communication to the editor of the
ational Observer, says that a Royal Arch ma-
%01, of unimpeachable veracity, told him “ that
e month previous to the abduction of Morgan,
the Secret purposes of the fraternity were com-
Municated to him under the usual injunction of
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-8ecrecy, until the thing should be accomplished;
‘Which purpoges Were, to be rid of Morgan at dll |
‘events—that he wag in g T,04 ge a little before the
organ affair came out, which Lodge is over
one hundred mileg east of the theatre of action;
‘that thig subject was there agitated, and ther
¥as apparently, 4 gpegt degree of frenzy and
Indignation againgt %Iorga,n ; and that the ma-
-Jonity of the Lodges which, he attended were de
termined op Morgan’s destruction.” ,

At the trig] of Chesebro and his assoon}tes,
‘Samuel] D, Green, inn keeper in Batavia, testified
that a person Whom he ‘supposed to be J ohn
Sheldon, « ame to his house late in the evening
of the 10th September—-ga,ve witness to under
stand that he g 4 Royal Arch mason ; said bt
‘anderstood Miller was about to publish a book
and 1f he 8ucceeded, masonry'would not be wanted
“I this country any longer.” ' Speaking of gettm% '
the bapers from Miller, he said he had heen abot
Baj;a,wa, Rgaged in the business ever Since thg

Tiday before, and that, if someihing was 10
done then, he shoyig give it up,”* |

* | | "
thatlilﬁ:?llég‘a]}:&%gan' high in office, declared that he was astonis d

' 1 in printing the book, 42
that if Morgan shoy] dl)gl'mltted to %? 80 far in printing 1

ho wol
tak ome there, there were twenty men W
II? ﬁis lfe in Jegg than half a7 hour,

:
‘ ama OTiner i lared as follo¥W
—‘Ir ; o1 Member of the Legislature dec not
~thiﬂktil:;m livespgfb}lll:ﬁinﬂ' the true secrets of masonry, 1 should

; n
3 dozen such men as Morgan and Miller of 8%
8UpDressing the work,

Roy, a physi hors declared 8t
'3 Dublic tahle, dnaricit formerly sheriff of the cuonty, every
one of ttfg:}ié their ltiVe:. ,P00k should be suppressed, if it cost

that
: . » & Dergop bolding & respectable office, declared

Mme;s%oc?gg glllwnld 0t stang there lgng.’ . ’ Morgal

in e in Le Roy, said, It he could cateh e il

the night, he would find the bottom of

' ever
court of Genesee, said, “That what
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Now what produced this extensive alarm
‘throngh masonic Lodges, and raised to so high
8 degree their indignation against Morgan ?  Was
1t because they supposed that he was preparing
and intended to publish a fictitious story about
Mmagonry 7 Would such a book in the view of
Sheldon or any other person affect the institution
and render masonry of no use ?

Notice the violent efforts which were made to
destroy the work hefore it appeared to the pub-
lic. Two or three weeks before Morgan was
kidnapped, he was seized by four men while in
M room preparing papers for the press, and
put into the county jail. These papers were all
taken from him; and on the evening of the
Same day his lodgings were searched by three
en for more papers. One of the men said to

18. M. “We have just conducted your husband
%o jail, and shall keep him there until we find

18 papers.” If these papers did not disclose the
Secrets of masonry, why should these men express
Such intense anxiety and pursue such measures

,ill.‘}gl‘,gan’s fate might have been, he deservéd it; he had forfeited his

A high priest of the order at Le Roy, said, “That Morgan deserved
g?:ih’ hephoped he had received it, g common death. was too good
im.’ '
A justice of the peace in Middlebury, & sober, respectable man,
Said publicty, .‘Thgt a man had a right to pledge his life ;> and then
“Observeq to those who answered him, ‘What can you do.? what can
‘a1t do with a lion? who are your judges? who are your sheriffs?
31d who are your jurymen 1" |
. Mr, SamuefD. Green of Batayia, who was an instrument of defeat-
%ng In some degree, the masonic conspiracy and of saving Col. Mil-
" from the fate of Mor an, says, “The Lodge and Chapter inlthis
-Gnd other places, acted in concert and under the direction of the
hond Lodge of the state, and the said Grand Lodge did cast lots who
hould come out and dispaich Morqan and Miller, if necessary to sup-
.%’ﬁ‘eﬂs the developement of masonic secrets, My authority is from
e best Sources, and is unquestionable.”

14 |
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to get possession of them? At two different
times, once in the stillness of the night, and once
in the broad light of day, organized mobs ap-
peared in the village of Batavia, for the avowed
ﬂx.rpose of suppressing the book by destroying
111er’s_ printing office, should it he necessary
In the interval between the appearing.of the first
and second mob, the office was set on fire. Now,
what aroused angd called together these numer
- ous danditt; from different and distant parts of
“the country?  Whgt inspired the heart and
nerved the arm of the incendiary who put the
torch to that building which he supposed cowr
tained what Morgan intended fo publish!
Would magong turn out in such a general ers
ade, and wonlq any of them appear in thab vir
lage at the dead hour of night to burn down ?
pinting establishment af the risk of a numbe
ot lives, and the whole village of Batavia, for the
p}lllrpose of Suppressing a little pamphlel which
they kney Was false, and conld do them no po¥
mbll\(Ta harm ? S
-, Notice the treachor and falsehood by which
hey obtaineq a « largjg‘bundle ” of pa,pgrs from
*5. Morgan,  Thege papers she wag induced ¥
Surrendel: t them, and to accompany them 0
ha,na’ndal.g“a’a on condition that her husbal
poould be restored. The papers they got 8
: Epd bu-t'n'q Morgan dig they produce! Whl}f
Mo anag‘da;gua,: Keétchum ~observed to *Ml":
l%&n, | Phathe_[Morgan] would be kept OV
coted until they eop]q get the rest of the papel™
; ¢ asked him What papers were back ?  He e
°T¢ Were some sheets on the Mark Master™
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degree back, and they wanted also to get the |
printed sheets that Miller had printed on the
three degrees.” e then told her, «if she would
by any means get hold of the papers that Miller
ad, or find out where they were deposited, so
that he could get hold of them, he would give
her twenty-five dollars out of his own pocket,
and he had no doubt the Lodge would give her
one hundred dollars if she could get what Miller
ad now.” “In the course of the conversation,
he, said, if Morgan had managed rightly, he
m;'ght have made a million dollars, if the work
had been published.” Why was this gentleman
S0 anxious to get the rest of the papers? Why
would he give Mrs. Morgan twenty-five dollars
out of his own pocket, and why did he suppose
that the Lodge would give her one hundred, if
Sh? would- aid them to get what Miller had
Printed on the three degrees ! Plainly, 1t «n-
vedled masonry.”
Now for the testimony of two of Morgan’s
doappers, which they gave at the time of their
trial at Canandaigna. Chesebro in his affidavit
8ays, “ that he had been informed, and believed
that said William Morgan was compiling a book
on the subject of masonry, in which the said
Morgan pretended to disclose secrets which he
averred that he had most solemnly engaged
lever to reveal—that deeming such publication
calenlateq to degrade the institution of masonry,
And bring disgrace on the members thereof, this
“Ponent was. desirous to remove the said Mor-
gan.” Sawyer, in his affidavit says, “he was in-

ormeqd that David C. Miller was engaged with
S s ' '
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the said Morgan in ublishing a book, which, as
this deponent consi(fered would be calculated to
bring the institution of masonry into disrepute,
by professing to reveal secrets which he wag
bound by solemn obligations not to disclose;
and this deponent was desirous to prevent the
publication of such book ” |
~We do not ask for more decided testimony
. from these men, They have said as much as to
suy, that they understood and belicwed that Mor-
gan’s book: would reveal the secrets of masonry.
To prevent the publication of this book, is the
reason which they present before the tribunal of
their country, Wh‘ylgley committed an outrage
upon the liberties of o free citizen. The book
28 appeared, notwithsfanding, and the well
8rounded fears of these conspirators and kid-
Bappers have come upon them. Their ancient
and: honorable institution is degraded, and the
ackest disgrace ig thrown upon many of it
members, o
The murder of Morgan settles the question af
Once; 1t fixes a seal of tryth upon his book which
all that masons can do or say in future, will
never defg,ce,' They could have adopted 10
course which, woylg ha; W

dency to establigh th, true charactér of the book
than that which they pursued. Admit the book

w0 be a compilatiop of falsehoods, and the exten-
»ive alarm which i produced—the lawless efforts
Ot the craft to- SUppress- it—their indignatiol
-against Morgan--their treatment towards hi
and the manner in which they eventually dis;
posed of him, together with the whole course 0
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their conduct in bewildering the public mind,
are perfectly unaccountable. But admit the
book to be what it professes, and all is clear and
ay readily be traced to its legitimate source.
How often ‘has it been_said, “he was a perjured
miscreant and deserved to die.” But why was
® a perjured miscreant? Because he violated
18 magonic oath by revealing the secrets of ma-
Sonry. “No,” say others, “his book is falge.”
Why then should his life be taken? Account
for this one thing if his book be false. Fov s
more accurate account of the principal facts
Stated in the Iatter part of this chapler, the
reader is referred to the mteresting report of the
ewiston committee.

CHAPTER II.

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF MORGANS < ILLUSTRA-
TIONS OF MASONRY” CLEARLY PROVED, BY THH
HARMONY WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THAT AND
OTHER PUBLICATIONS, WHICH HAVE THE SANC-
TION OF MASONIC LODGES—AND FROM THE TP
RECT TESTIMONY OF A NUMBER OF SEORDING
MASONSY,

. The harmony existing between Morgan’s pub-
lication and others which have the sanction of
-2 Masonic ingtitution, is such as will fully ex-
b1t the true character of that book, even if wo
ad no othey evidence. In the books and pamph-

lets whigh masons have published, they have re-
Peatedly alluded to the mysteries of the order,
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and In a manner which I presume they never
would again, should magonry stand to the end
of time. In every such allusion there is a per-
fect agreement between them and Morgan; and
I know of no instance in which there is a con-
tradiction. So far as this agreement extends, $0
far at least, every person must admit that Mor-
gan has told the truth. I will now introduce
the comparison, and shall commence with the
opening of a Lodge, |
n the opening of g Lodge, Mr. Preston 11_213

the following remarks: «The fist and the 1‘}?1"
car of magonry. Qur first cave,” says he, “5
dirccted to the externa avenues of the Lodg
and the proper officers, whose province it is 1
discharge that duty, execute their trust with hi;
de ity : .BY certain mystic forms of no recc
date, it i3 Intimateq that we may safely proceedo

—P- 3. Turn to Morgan’s book, p. 9— At thle
ppening of the Lodge, the master asks the fof
OWIDZ question: «The first care of a mason !
At the closing of the Lodge the question 18 ask
ed thug: « The first as well as the last care 0 fl’
mason *”  Ang, «my, see the Lodge tiled, WO
Shipful”  The macter then directs the Jum]O; =
d_eacqn to attend to this part of his duty,and the
tiler is placed at the door with a drawn SWPTd'i‘ |
rec&%_ﬁ ];{1(‘3 g’reston says, their « first care 18

xternal avenues of the Lodge:
Then follow various ceremonies by which &

officers of the Ioqge are reminded of their rﬁ
Spective Bi."ation& In a masonic sermon, Preg‘c-11 |
ed at the mstallation of the masonic Lodger™
Madison, N. Y., by Elder John Blain, & misoP
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and published by the request of said Lodge,
there is a direct allusion to these ceremonies.
In his address to the officers and members of the
new Lodge, he says: “As the glorious orb of
light breaks from the east to open and adorn the
day, so may he who presides in the east, with
equal promptness and regularity open and adorn
the Lodge.”—p. 1.

Morgan, p. 10— As the sun rises in the east
to open and adorn the day, so presides the wor-
shipful magter in the east to open and adorn his
Lodge, set his crafts to work with cood and
wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.”

Elder Blain.—¢ As that luminary moves for-
ward in majesty and arrives to the zenith of his
,glory at high twelve, may he ever find him who
stands in the south diligent to observe the time-
and so superintend the craft that honor and
Il)flé()ﬁt may be dispensed where they belong.”—p.

Morgan.— As the sun in the south at high

meridian is the beauty and the glory of the day,
80 stands the junior warden in the south the
better to observe the time, call the cratts from
labor to refreshment,” &e.—p. 10.

Elder Blain.— As the sun again declines and
sinks below the western horizon to close the day,.
80 may he who presides in the west, give suitable
-assigtance in closing the Lodge, secure the tools;
ind implements, give due Wwages to the craft,”
%c.—p, 12.

- Morgan.— Ag the sun sets in the wgest to
close the day, so stands the senior warden 1 the

west to.assist the worshipful master in opening
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and closing hig Lodge, take care of the jB“J’SIS
and implements, see that none be lost, pay the
crafts their wageg” &e.—p. 21.

Blain.—< While you meet on the level with
your brethren,” &e.—p. 12.

organ.—“How do magons meet? Ans. On
the level.”—p, 91, | .
Elder Joshug Bradley will now furnish us with
some interesting testimony on this subject, “}_,
his hook, entitled, “Some of the Beauties 0
ﬁl?‘reema,sonry.” He tells us that a prayer is ol-
fered at the opening of 4 Lodge. Morgan tells
U8 the same; and e same prayer is found i
cach book, Morg. p. 11.  Brad p. 168. .
Both inform ug thaj 5 any person wishes to he
mitiated intg the mysterieg of masonry, a potl-
tlon must be presented to the Lodge at & PYG‘”;
S Meeting s ang fhat a committee is nsually
appointed to inquire into hig character. The
Same form of 4 petition, with little variation, is
f0511811d_ in each book.—Morg. p. 12. Brad. P
158. | S |
The design of ). Bradley’s 13th chapter is
announced in the following “words: “ Declar
tions to be assented to by a candidate i an ad- _
JOTNRG apartmen, Previous to initiation.” .
Morgan, ballot proving clear, the caﬂlﬁ -
idate, 1f Present, is conducted into a small-
Preparation room, adjoining the Todge, where
he i asked e following “questions, and gives
the following 0swers.” The same questions
proposed to the candidate and answers given by
11115‘? e found in each pook— a7, 3 13 B. T
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Both agree that the result of what passes in
the- adjoining room is reported to the master;
and that the master recommends the candidate
to the Lodge. The same form of recommend-
Ing him is found, word for word, in each book.
~M.p.13. B.p. 158, |
_Both say that a prayer is offered at the initia-
on of o candidafe; and the same prayer is
given by each.—M. p. 14.  B. p. 169.
, Both say that a charge is delivered to the
tandidate; and the same charge is given by
¢ach—2a7 p. 17. B.p. 184

Both say that a benediction is pronounced and
4 charge delivered at the closing of a lLodge;
and the same benediction and charge ave given
by each.— 27 p. 22. B. p. 165. »
. .Morga‘n ‘tells ug that the candidate, before ]}13
Witiation, «is divested of all his apparel, shirt
*Xcepted, and furnished with a pair of drawers,
then blindfolded, his left foot bare, his right in =
SIpper, hig left breast and arm naked, and a rope
"Ca‘].led a cable tow round his neck.”—p. 18. To
..thls honoraple ceremony elder Bradley alludes,
W the grand reason which he offers to females,
¥hy they should not be initiated into the mys-
«Jes of the order. «Our institution,” says he,

belllg founded in the fitness of things relative
o Jen, cannot admit the delicacy of female na-
“Ure to suffer the preparatory and scrutinizing
*ye of eXamination neccessary for initiation into
g}ly one Important degree of masonry.”—p. 11.

L. B_I'adley is right.. A modest female would

ﬁot feel herself much honored to pass under the

Scl‘utlnizing eye of examination,” spoken of by
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Morgan, as necessary to initiation. 'Fo this
method of examining and preparing the candl-
date for initiation, Dfr.’ Town alludes when he
speaks of him as passing through a ceremony In
which he represents Adam in the garden 03
Edén after hig apostacy. “In view of this state,
says he, “naked and exposed to the Divine dis-
pleasure, the candidate is constrained to look
forward to the great source and fountain,” &e—
P- 72.  We shall now come to the lecture of the
first degree. -
. MO}E&H says that the lecture of the first degrec
18 divided info three sections, Bradley dividesit
into three sections, Morgan says that the lec-
ture of the second degree is divided into tWo
sections, Bradley divides it into two sections:
organ says that the lecture of the third degree

13 divided ‘into three sections. Bradley divides
1t nto three sections,

 Lecture of the Fyrst Degree. -

First Section—Elder Bradley says, the firs t..
t ture, “consists of general_
eads, which, though short and simple, carTy
“iah lem. They qualify us to try an
examine the rights of others to our privileges
while they Prove ourselyes.”—p. 50. Mr. b+
does not tell us what thege « general heads” ar%
but any one who shall turn to this part of the
lecture in Morgan’s book, will find that it o1~
s18t8 of questiony and answers which recapitt”
late the Ceremonies of Initiation, and go direcﬂ}}’

‘ “ . » v i
to “try, examine and prove” those who pretent
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to have passed throngh these ceremonies, and to
claim the privileges of the order.

Bradiey.—“Toward the close of this section
13 explained the peculiar ensign of masonry, the
lamb skin or white leather apron, which 1s an
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a mason,
more ancient than the golden fleece or Roman
cagle,” &e.—p. 51.

Morgan.—“ What did you next discover?
ns. The worshipful master the second time ap--
proaching me from the cast, who presented me
with a lambd skin or white leather apron, which
he said was an emblem of innocence and the
badge of a mason,” and “more ancient than the
golden fleece or Roman eagle,” &e.—p. 25.

DBradley.—*This section closes with an expla-
nation of the working tools and implements of
an entered apprentice, which are the twenty-four
inch gauge and common gavel.”—p. 51.

Morgan.— What was you next presented
with?  Ans. The working tools of an eniered
apprentice mason—the twenty-four inch gauge
and common gavel.”—p. 27. DBoth explain the
use of these tools, and both give the same ex-
planation.

Sccond Seetion.—Mr. Bradley says but little on
this part of the lecture. 1le, however, remarks
wpon the lamd skin agaun; and the same ve-
marks arc made by Morgan on the lamnb skin, in
the same part of the lecture.—43. p. 55 I p.
(Z AV

Third Section.—Bradicy.— I'rom  cast to
west freemasonry extends, and between north
and south.”—p. 59.
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| B : P Ans.
Morgan—How long is your Lodge?
From gast to west. How wide? Between north
and south”—p. 31,

Bradley— Our institution is said to be sup-

orted by wisdom, strenath and bearty.”—p. 56';
P 'Blaz'n.}-r-w“ While our I';qodge is _emblemapl(}z&}}g
supported by three grand pillars, ewisdom,
strength and beauty.”—p. 12. . > Ans

Morgan.—“ What supports your Lodge ot
Three large columng or pillars—wisdom, streny

and beawty.”—p, 29, All threo give the same

explanation of thege pillars.

Bradley,—sTtg dimensions [of the Lodge] ali
unlimited, anq jtg covering no less than the cal,g
Opy of heaven. Ty thig object the 'mas?lllﬁ}
mind ig continually directed, and thither i
‘hopes at lagt o arrive by the aid of the theol(%{%e
-cal ladder whigh Jacob in his vision saw, ;
thé'ee rix;zcipal rounds of which e élenomm‘
ved, Haith, Hope and Charity.”—p. 56. ?

Morgan,.——‘?%as your Lo%ge gny covering:

Ans. It hag—g clouded canopy, or starry deck
-ed heaven, wh

TIive. How do they hope to arrive there? A

By‘ thp assistance of J acob’s ladder. How n"lﬂllj
: %'l?clpal Trounds has it got? Ans. Three

ere all good masons hope to "

aith, Hopg ang Charity.”—p. 32. Both agre

1n their explanatioy of thege rounds.

IS 1
—~“F I unded Lodge !
-furnisheq With NS

d
~ WIth the Holy Bible, the square, an
© compasgs.”—, 56. |

‘tﬁre?
‘ a8 your Lodge any furnl
Ans. It has—the {Ioly Bible, the square &%

|
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‘the compass.”—p. 29. Both agree in explaining
‘the use of this furniture. |
Bradiey.—“The ornamental parts of a Lodge
displayed in this section, are the mosaic pave-
ment, the indented tessel and the blazing star.”
organ.— Has your Lodge any ornaments ?
Ans. It has—the mosaic or checkered pave-
Inent, the indented tessel, that beautiful tesscl-
ated border which surronnds 1t, with the blazing
star in the centre.”—p. 30.

Bradley —The rough ashlar is a stone as
taken from the quarry in its rude and natural
Sate. - The perfect ashlar is & stone made ready
by the hands of the workman, to be adjusted by
the tools of g fellow craft. 'The trestle board is

Or the master workman to draw his designs
upon.”—p, 58, o

Morgan.—«The rough ashlar is a stone in its
Tough and natural state. The perfect ashlar is

%0 a stone, made ready by the working tools of
4 fellow eraft, to be adjusted in the building ;
and the trestle hoard is for the master workman

0 draw hig ‘designs upon.”—p. 30. _
radley.—< Our ancient brethren dedicated
eIr Lodges to king Solomon, yet masons pro-
fessing christianity, dedicate theirs to St. John,
the baptist, and St, J ohn, the evangelist.—p. 59.
| organ.—“To whom did our ancient breth-
1 dedicate their Lodges? Ans. To king Sol-
2on. To whom do modern masons dedicate
their Todges? dns, To St. John, the baptist,
and 8t. John, the evangelist.”—p. 31.
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- Second Degree.

. hat a
Messrs, Bradley and Morgan both say ths N
charge is delivere)(rl to the candidate at his 1n1§1cits
tion into this degree; and the same cha,rgéh0
found in each publication.—2B. p. 187. M. . -
First Section of the Lecture.——BchZey-nd
“The plumb, square and level, those noble' ai'n-
useful implements of a fellow craft, ave here
troduced and moralized.” _ £a
- Morgan—« What are the working tools ol .
fellow craft mason ? Ans. The plumb, squat ¢
and level.”  Both give the same ¢xplanation 0
these working tools, =~ -
Section Second.— Bradley.—< Masonry is %01(
- sidered under two denominations, operative anl
speculative.” | . :
Morgan—* But our fathers wrought both ,Hé |
speculative and operative magsonry.” Both a;gglee
- that they wrought six days, and not on 11
seventh, and hoth give the same reasons W 1%;
they did not work on the seventh. Both Sp]fair'
of the orders of architecture, and agree in b o
names and number.” Both gpeak of the h_mr};&r
SCNSes and agree in their names and numbel:
Both speak of the liberal arts and sciences, aé;l7 ',
agree In their names and number.—25. pp: 67
88. M. pp. 44, 45, )

Third Degree.

Messrs. 'Bra,dley and Morgan both say Ehatgéc‘_
Sone passage of Seripture is read during the ¢@ 0.
- mony of initiation into thia degree.—B. P ¥
M. p. 51, |
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Both say that a prayer is offered on the occa-
sion, and the same form of prayer is given by
each—B. p. 173. M. p.55.

Both say that a charge is delivered to the can-
didate, and the same charge is given by each.—
B.p.187. M.p. 62. | |

First Section of the Lecture.— Bradley.—
“The ceremony of initiation into the third de-
gree is particularly specified in this branch of the
lecture.”—p. 90. Any one who shall turn to this
part of the lecturc in Morgan’s book will find
that it recapitulates the cercmony of initiation.
—p. 63, | |

Bradiey.— <« The working tools of a master
magon which are illustrated in this section, are
the implements of masonry, indiscriminately,
but more especially the trowel.”—p. 92. |
~ Morgan.—«The working tools of a master
mason are all the implements of masonry, mdis-
criminately, but more especially the trowel.”—p.
64, Both® explain the use of the trowel, and
their explanation is the same. ST

Second Section.—This section in Morgan’s

00k contains the fictitious history about the
Pretended death of Hiram Abiff. Klder Bradley
alludes to thisin language too plain to be misun-
derstood by any one who has read the fable or
heard it repeated. This section, says he, “ex-
émplifies an instance of virtue, fortitude and in-
tegrity, seldom equalled and never excelled 1mn
the higtory of ‘man.”—p. R |

Elder Blain, in his masonic sermon which we
have noticed, makes the ministry, the sufferings
and the death of the Son of God, imitate this
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fabulous: story. He, however, was well aware
that at the time the sermon was delivered, none-
present but those who had been raised to the
sublime degree, would notice the allusion. I will
first present the substance of the story about
Hiram, as it is given by Morgan. “It was the:
custom of the grand master, Hiram, to retire
into the sanctum sanctorum every day at high
twelve to offer up his devotion to God, and to
draw out his plans and designs on his trestle:
board, for the crafts to pursue their labors. One
day as he was about to retire from his labor and
devotion he fell into the hands of ruffians who-
took hislife. He attempted to retire, first, at the

south gate; he fled from thence to the west gate,

and from thence to the east gate, where he was-
killed.” |

Now read Mr. Blain.—“ When this illustrious |
person [Christ] made his appearance in our dark
and benighted world, to draw out and lay down
the plans and designs of the spiritual building
in the Book of Life, the Holy Gospel, he had
many and powerful enemies to meet.” Here no-

tice th

e allusion to Hiram’s trestle board. Mor-
gan furth

er says concerning the trestle board—
“In erecting our spiritual building we pursue
the plans and designs laid down by the Supreme
G.eometrl‘cla,n of the universe in the Book of
Life, which we masonically term our spiritual
trestle board.”—p, 33 How clear the harmony
is b.etween. these passages! According to Mr.
Blain, Christ appeared in our dark and benight-
ed world, to draw out and lay down the plans
and designs of the spiritual building spoken of
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in the passage quoted from Morgan ; and Christ
1 their “ Supreme Geometrician of the universe.”
. Mr. Blain continues— After giving many and
mportant instructions, he enters the garden to
Prgy and to exhibit an example of patience and
Sutterings.  On his return from his pious devo-
tion he falls into the hands of vile assassins. He
Passes on first to the trial of the Sanhedrim,.
from thence to Pilate’s bar, and last is sent away
t Calvary’s mount. He is attacked by the pow--
18 of hell—he is smitten ” (as Hiram ‘was by the
third ruffian)—¢“all nature is in confusion—
Mountains quake—rocks rend—the heavens are
dothed in sackeloth, ashamed to see the GrRAND
MASTER of nature suffer.”* Mr. Blain says noth--
w8 of the Saviowr’s falling into the hands of
~Herod. - This would have spoiled the allusion.
dder Oliver C. Comstock, a mason, in a ma-
nic address delivered at Ithaca, on the anni-
yérsary of St. John, which was published by
© request of the Lodge, alludes to the same -
fable in gti]] plainer language. “When speaking:
» Upon thig subject,” says he, “shall I harrow up
the goul by inviting your attention to that prim-
itive trial, that awful probation to which this
8udable virtye ” (fidelity to the craft) “was ex--
t Sed in the person of our grand master, Hrlramr,
H'e unfortunate and ever revered widow’s son ¢
18 unnatural and painful catastrophe, which

‘ L XY
The 5 i . . to
t ymbolic mystery of the death of Hiram Abiff represen
I%;l:ghat of the Messiah ;rji'or the three blows which were given: to-
ADiff, at the three gates of the temple, allude to the three
| emd,or Condemnation against Christ, at the high priest’s, Caiaphas,
E Secret 'a?fil ﬁﬂatej; Thirty-second de%ree,t };)1‘ pr%ﬁce_?f tlt}et hrg{gl..
on A, p. 542, . Blaj e authority of the in-
 Mitation folgwhat. he é; y5:2 Mr. Blain , as y .
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‘reflects so much honor on his memory, will be
recollected to his fame and with tenderest sym-
‘pathy.. With this glorious and impressive ex-
.ample, o worthy of imitation, as exemplified in
the sublime degree to which we have had the
honor to be exalted, let us learn to appreciate ac-
~cording to its intrinsic excellence, that masonic
-entegrity, 8o conspicuous in the conduct of that
-celebrated artist whom we have once been caused
2o represent.”. How are masons caused to repre-
sent Hiram ? By being knocked down and killed
in imitation of his death. If Mr. Comstock
should come forward and say that what Morgan
hag said of the ceremonies about Hiram, is true;
he would add nothing to the testimony which he
l(ias given in this quotation from his masonic ad-
-dress. S
Section Third—In this section of the lecture,
Messrs. Bradley and Morgan agree in the col-
umns and pilasters which they say supported the
temple; and in the number and classes of work-
men employed. They also agree in the first class
of emblems, in their names and number, and
explanation of them. M. Blain, in his masonic
Sermon, remarks upon geveral of these emblems
| ——the’ ' POU of dncense, the ©hive, the ‘hour
glass; the ‘scythe, the ark’ and the < gnehor.’
'T- Comstock, in his address we have just
noticed, remarks upon masonic oaths, (and what
© says goes far towards proving that the oaths
given by Mergan are correct.) “We are, there-
fore,” says he, “to degist from all acts which
would prove Prejudicial to a brother, not only 8¢
respects considerationg of property and pectit”
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iary interest, and in a nice forbearance to wound
or sully his reputation or character, by the pro-
E&g&tion of dishonorable and injurious reports,

ut likewise in holding the Aonor and chastity
of his amiable female connections sacred and
nwiolable.”

Morgan.— Furthermore do I promise and
Swear, that I will not wrong this Lodge, nor a
brother of this degree, to the value of one cent,
mﬁself, knowingly, nor suffer it to be done by
others, if in my power to prevent it,” and « that
Ivylll not speak evil of a brother master mason,
Eelther behind his back nor before his face,” and

that T will not violate the chastity of a master
Magon’s wife, mother, sister or daughter, I know-
mﬁ them to be such, nor suffer it to be done by
others if in my power to prevent it.”— Oath of
& master mason.

Comstock.— A worthy brother in distress or

versity, as well as his bereaved widow and
Orpl{anS, have just and strong claims on our
Special aid and assistance. These we are prompt-
Iy to confer as far as we may be enabled, without
Material detriment to ourselves or families.”

HMorgan—« Furthermore do I promise and
swear, that T will be aiding and assisting all poor,

Migent magter masons, their wives and orph-
?;‘rs,z_ Whersoever dispersed around the globe, as
famqis In my power without injuring myself or
ily materially.”— Oath of @ master mason.
of Lomstock— Moreover, should we be apprised

!a_n{ Impending danger, that threatened to as-

o~ fi_e interest or happiness of a brother, we

» L practicable, to give him timely informa-
N - :
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tion thereof, in order to enable him to obviate
or evade 1ts baneful consequences.” o
Morgan.—But will apprise him of all ap-
proaching danger, if in my power.”— Oath of & |
master mason. o ;
M. Comstock next speaks of “fidelity to the
cratt,” which he considers a paramount masoni¢
virtue, and essential to their existence as & md= .
sonic body. By thig he obviously means the 0&1{1{ |
of secrecy; for to enforce the practice O_jf.'thlb i)
1HUES0NEC virtue, he presents the exumple of 1'..[1]_-@11}
~which we have just quoted, as being worthy o
their imitation; that they should suffer as he
did, rather than betray the order. _ .
Mr. Preston remarks on the obligation of v
fellow craft, and says, “All regular signs and:;
Summons, given and received, you are duly to';
honor and punctually to obey.”—p. 62. ,
organ—“ Furthermore do 1 promise ab¢
swear, that I will obey all regular signs, sw®
nons, or tokens, given, handed, sent or throwl
to me,” & — Oath of a fellow craft. . ,,
he harmony which hag now been traced ber
tween Morgan’s publication and others Whit’
have the sanction of the ingtitution, proves ed
yond all controversy, that the ceremonies a% P
oaths given in Morgan’s are, in substance, Wi
they profess to be. ~And I now do most solemnf
eclare, that having heen raised to what is %%
ally termed the sublime degree of a master !11&‘1_
son, personally know that Morgan’s book 18 »
tair « Tllustration, ” of the first three degred ’“q-
asonry. 1 shall now add the testimony Ot N
‘arge number of other magons of good charac®®
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assembled in convention at T.e Roy, in the state
of New York, on the 19t} day of February,
1828, for the express purpose of entering upon
a free discussion of the principles and merits of
freemasonry :

“ Resolved, wnantmousty, That the book writ-
ten by Capt. William Morgan, and published by
Col. David . Miller, entitled « Irrusrrarrone.
OF Masonry,” is o fair and fall exposition of the-
three firgt; degrees of speculative frecmasonry ;
that we solemnly and sincercly Gestily to the
above, we choerfully sabscribe our names thereto.,.

¢ certify according to the degrees we have

aken:
Lintered Apprentices., ‘
Platt S. Beech, Henry Peck, David €. Miller.
Fellow COraft.
George W. Blodgett.
Master Masons.

Leonard B, Rose, Geo. W. Harris,  James Cochrane,
Onathan Foster, Hdmund Badger, O. Bowers,

Eason Gratton, -James Gray, Benj. Cooley,
Snos Bachelder, A, E. Hutehins, J. Tomlinson,
pon. D. Greene, P. Dewoy, A, Richmond,
&vid Snow, S. M. Gates, Hlijah Gray,
- D. Webb, John Ammock, James Taylor.

W. W. Phelps, B, Bliss,
Mark Master.
Solomon Southwick.
Royal Arch Masons
Miles P. Lampson, David Bonard,
- Knight of the Red Cross.
Richard Hollister.
AnthKning Templars and Litustrious Knights of the Cross.
Holl; _01};’ Cooley, (. A Smith, A. P. Hascall,
8 _Lratt, H. A. Reed, Jas. Ballard.”
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I have now finished the testimony, which 1
shall offer as to the true character of Morgan’s
“ Tllustrations of masonry,” and I trust it is such
as will be satisfactory to every candid person into
whose hands it may fall. It isoften said to those
who are not masons, “you know mnothing
about masonry, and therefore are not qualified
to judge whether it be g good or an evil institu-
ton.”  But the fact 18, every one who ghall read
Morgan’s book, as well knows what masonry 1,
as fur as that book goes, as those do who have
heen made masons in que form. Now, lef the
professed christian take that book and compare
16 with the faith anq practice of the new testa-
'mpnt—_——let, the citizen compare 1t with the con-
stitution and laws of his country, and then de-
cide the following Interesting question : Ought
an mstitution, whicl ig based on the oaths, cere-
monies, and secret, tokeng contained in said bopk,
to be fellowshippe_d either in the church of Christ,
Or 1n our free government ?  And lef it be writ-
ten on ever " heart as with the point of a diamonda
that according gg thig question shall be decided;
ned to be, either moble and intelli-

gent freemer, o « hewers of wood and drawers

of watep.”

o h POSTSCRIPT. ,
1nce the forepoin was in type, a publication
| Whlgh I had notgbef(%re pursugdyj ,plL'OI;)fidenti.9”11}r
fell into my handS, bearing the following title:
Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Mov-
ng all the emblems explained 1n the
degrees of entered apprentice, fellow craft, mas
ter mason, &e,, by J eremy L. Cross, gl'i‘-nd lec-



APPENDIX. 200

turer.,” It 1s recommended by eight “rrand
officers,” by nine “ general grand ofticers,” by
“arand royal arch chapter,” and by a “most
worshipful grand lodge.”  In this true masonic
Chart, the emblems of masonry which are ex-
plained in the different degrees, are presented on
engravines,  Any one who shall take Morean's
book and read of the emblems; may turn to the
Chart and see them in pictures, in the same part
of the leeture. In the Chart, the leetures are
divided into the same number of seetions ax
they are by Morgan, and then the emblems he
longing to each seetion are illustrated,

Lecture of the Iivst Degiree.

First Section.—In this Scetiony Moragan speis
of the lamb skin, or white Ieather apron, and of
the working tools—and twenty-fourineh canee
and common cavel,  These are illustrated i the
Chart, nlate 3,

Second  Seetion.—Morgan  informs us that
when the eandidate is preparved for initintion, T
has * one foot bare and the other in a slipper”
The picture of the slipper, which he wears an the
“Cl':l‘-i()ll, 13 i}mml 1) lht' e pl.‘ltl'. .Vw';,'d:f
—*“ Why had you a cable-tow about your neel
The next thing in the Chart on the sape Isl.'-.zv,
18 the picture of the eable-tow.  Morgaic <4\ hy
did the worshipful master tahe you by the richt
hand, and bid you rise, follow your loader :1:.1']
fear no ll:m'_:c'r".‘" On the same plate, s e e
ture of t\\'tb‘ l‘is:]lt hands j”i”l'll torether, ane
wauld suppose the worshiptul and et ade
join hands,

At
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Third Section.—The holy bible, square, com-
pass, and charter from the Grand Lodge, are
here spoken of by Morgan, The pictures of all
these may be seen in the chart, plate 4. Mor-
gan—* Where did our ancient brethren meet be-
fore Lodges were erected ? On the highest
hills and in the lowest vales.”” On the same
plate in the chart, g Lodge, (7 in number,) of
these ancient, brethren are represented on a high
hill, and another Lodge (7 in number,) in a low
vale.  Morgan— What is the form of yowr
Lodge? An oblong square.” On plate 5, a
Lodge is represented in this form. The three
large columng o pillars, wisdom, strength and
beauty, noticed by Morgan, are illustrated in
the chart on Plate 6, with the letter W’ on the
first, and the letter « S” on the second, and the
letter “B” on the third. Morgan—<Has your
Lodge any covering ? It has—a clouded, cano-

- PY or starry decked heaven, where all good ma-
sons hope to arrive by the assistance of Jacob’s
ladder.” Tn the chart, we have the picture of
the starry deckeq heaven, with Jacob’s ladder
reaching up to it, hayin g three rounds, with “¥F’
on the first, «f»’ o, the second, and <“C” on the
third, plate 7. The furnisure of a Lodge—the
holy bible, 8quare and compass: and the ornd-
ments ofa Lodge—the masonic or checkered pave:
ment, &e. of which Morgan speaks, are all illus-
trated in the chart, on the next plate. The three
lights, the threq movable jewels—the square
plumb angd level; the three immoveable jeWelS’
the rough ashler, the perfect ashler, and the
trestle-board, of which Morgan speaks, are all
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Tepresented in the chart, plate 9. Morgan—
* How is your Lodge situated ? Due east and
west.” On plate 10, a Lodge is represented as
situated due east and west. Morgan speaks of
& “ certain point within a _circle, which cirele is
bounded on the east and on the west, by two
Perpendicular parallel lines, on the vertex of |
which rests the book of the holy seriptures,” &e.

A picture of all this may be seen in the chart on
the same plate.

Second Degree.

First Section of the lecture.—Morgan here
mentions the working tools of a fellow-craft—
the plumb, square and level. These are repre-
Sented on plate 11, in the chart.

Second Section.—Morgan here notices the two
large pillars, “Boaz and Jachin,” with two large
globes or balls on the top of them. A picture
Of thege pillars with a globe on the top of each
fnay be seen on plate 12. Morgan speaks of a
‘long winding staircase, with three, ﬁve,_ seven
8teps or more” A picture of this long winding
Staircase with three, five and seven steps, may

© 8een in the chart, on plate 18. Morgan then
8peaks of “five different orders of architecture.”

hese are illustrated in the chart by five differ-
nt columnsg, or pillars, plate 14. Morgan next
Speaks of the outer door of the middle chamber
of king Solomon’s temple. This is represented
n plate 15, Morgan then speaks of the “ inner
d00r of the middle chamber of king Solomon’s
temple,” anq of the candidate’s entering there
for the sake of theletter “G.” This inner door
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with the letter « G,” is represented on plate 16,
in the chart.

Third Degree.

First Section of the lectnre.—On plate 17, In
the chart, we have the picture of a trowel, the
working tool, especially, (according to Morgan)
of a master mason, - .

Second Section.—Towards the close of this

section, Morgan speaks of the mavble monument,
- which is said to haye been erected over the tomb
of Hiram Abiff, with thig ingeription : “ A Vi
gin weeping over a broken column, with a 1’_)001{
open before her, in her right hand a sprig of ¢a%
813, In her left an wrn. Time standing behind
her with his hands infolded in the ringlets of her
hair.” A picture of all this may be seen in the
chart, on plate 18, | ~
ird Section.—Morgan again speaks of the
three grand columns, wisdosm, trength and beat
by, which he saysg represent Solomon, king of Is-
real, Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff, These
columns are represented in the chart, with Solo-
mon standing on the first, Hiram, king of Tyré
standing on the second, and Hiram Abiff St&n_d'
g on the third ; plate 19, Morgan says that
Seven constitute g, Lodge of entered apprentic®®
- and that five constitute a Lodge of fellow-crafts

and that three constitute a Lodge of master 1%

sons. These severs] Lodges are represented inthe
chart, plate 20, '

ate Morgan next speaks of the em
blems_ of thig degree-—%“ the pot of incense, the
b.ee'l,lwe’ the b09k of constitutions, gu&Td,ed it
tiler’s sword Pomting to a naked heart, that 3
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tecing eye, whom the sun, moon, and stars obey,
anchor and the ark, the forty-seventh problem
of Kuelid, the hour glass, the scythe, the three
steps on the master’s carpet, the spade, coflin,
death-head, marrow-hones, and sprig of eassia.”
The three steps on the masters earpet, the pot
of incense, and the bee-hive may be seenin the
chart, on plate 21, The book of constitutions,
cuarded by the tiler's sword, the sword pointing
to a naked heart, may be seen on plate 22, The
all-sceing eye, the sun, moon, and stars, may  be
scenon plate 23, The anchor, Noah's ark, the
forty-seventh problem of' Euclid, the hour-gdass,
and seythe, may be seen on plate 21, "The spade,
cofling (which 1 suppose contains the marrow.
bones)) death-hiead, and sprig ol cassin, Ay be
reen on plate 25, Here ends the third ‘l".f%""""‘
If anv reader shall ever wish to compare any of
these books with Morean®s, and trace the har
mony between them for himself, Twill just no-
tice the editions which I have used. Moroan,
Westfield edition 5 Bradley, cdition 1816 ¢ i’l"":'
ton, first American, from the tenth London edi-
tion 3 Chart, fourth cdition, with additions &

CHAPTER TIL

THY DANGLROUS NATULRE 0 ‘THE MANNIE GOV

PRNMENT—TII .\l"l'll(lll.:" FEREPEY 1o SEPMTONS
X
TN

PROM CHAMPION LODGL==LNVEACTS 1TLoM

SONTC COMMUNICATIONS  ADDRLSSED 1O
AU IO,

The dangerous nature of the ma anio roveri:

. 2 ~ = o Py " .a: -

ment will appear by the following  Justredr
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|
rules of the Grand Lodge of the State of New
York | |

“ Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power
and aathority to make local ordinances and new
regulations, as well as to amend and explain the
old for their own particular benefit, and the good
of masonry in general, provided always, that the
ancient land marks be preserved, and that such
regulations be duly proposed in writing. for the
consideration of the members, This has neves
been disputed : for the members of every Grand
Lodge are the true representatives of all the fra-
ternity in communication ; and are an ABSO-
LUTE and INDEPENDENT body with rEGISLALIVE
authority—provided (as aforesaid) that the
grand masonic constitution be never violated,
nor any of the old land marks removed.”’

Here, without, any reference to: the govern-
ment of the United States, or to any other gov-
ernment, every Grand Lodge claims to be an “Cfb"‘
solute cm,d independent body, with Ilegislative
awuthority and an, inherent power” to make what
laws they please for their own particular benefit;
and for the good of masonry (not mankind) 1
general. There 18, I suppose, a Grand Lodge it
SYery State; and there is a Grand Lodge of the
United States. In addition to all of these little
absolz?te ‘ndependent bodies, through the States;
there is One general grand absolute independent:
body to which all thege petty governments are
subordinate. ~This general grand absolute inde-
bendent body, with the authority and power
above claimed, exiggg within the free and inde-
Pe.l.ldent government of America, and embraces
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numbers of men throughout all the States, and
throughout almost every department of the ad-
ministration. Is there no cause of alarm here ?
Suppose the laws of this Grand Lodge should
- clash with the laws of our free government, and
the hostility be so great that every mason should
be under the necessity of contending, sword in
hand, either for the assumed liberties of the
Lodge, or for the constitutional liberties of his.
country ; what then ?  Why, every fellow-craft
mason is bound by an unconditional oath to sup-
port the constitution of the Lodge. Ile swears
In the following manner, and calls upon the
Great God to help him and keep him steadfast
In the due performance of the same : ¢ Ifurther-
more do I promise and swear, that I will support:
the constitution of the ©Grand Lodge of the
United States, and of the Grand. Lodge of this
State, under which this Lodge is held.” No
matter what the constitution 1s ;. every fellow}rw
craft who has been made such within. the juris--
diction of the Grand Lodge of the United:
States, 18 bound to support its constitution in al¥
cases through life.* |
¥ A knight of the east and west is asked, ¢ How were you re-
Taved? Ans. By water and the efiusion of blood. Ques. KEx-
gain this to me ? * Ans. A mason should 2ot hesitate to spill his
vy Jor the support of masonry.” A bow, arrow, crown, and cloth:
2 ned with blood, are thus explained : “ The bow, arrow, and
caown, 8ignify that the orders of this respectable council, should e
Leculed with as much quickness as the arrow that fiies from the bow,.
be received with as much submission as if they came jrom G-
%?I‘O’loned head, or the chief of @ nation.” The cloth stained with
00d, that we should not hesitate to spill ours for the good of; ason- -
:y“; A knight of Kadogh swears a8 follows® * You promise and:
Tow Ly that you will travel for the advancement of heaven,. and. fol--
an‘g at all times, and in all points, every matter that you are ordered:
hmprescnbed by the illustrions knights and grand commander, G:

out € Orders you swear sumpission and obedience, on all oceasions Wibk:-
any restrictions,”—Light on Masonry, pp. 218, 219, 239.
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What we have already witnessed is but a fear-
ful presage of what we may anticipate in future,
if there be not a revolution. We have seen this
“umperaan in émperio, trample on the laws of our

country and on the rights of her citizens. We

have seen a free born subject, one who had com-

mitted no offense against the laws of the land ; one
who had fought beneath the proud banner of his
country, for the liberties we hold dear ; we have
-seen him seized by this mock government, torn
from the partner of hig life, from his little ones,
from the society and enjoyments of home, and
barbarously deprived of his liberties, and we be-
lieve of hig life ; and others assailed with vio-
lence and threatened with the same destiny. We
‘have Been, yes, we still see, members of this ab-
solute, lndependent, ancient and honorable bedy,
-Jeer ai these outrages which have been commit
ted, and at every christian and patriotic effort
which is made to bring to light their dark deeds
“of murder, and to sustain the insulted liberties
‘of the nation, Ig oy free government safein the
‘hands of such men, especially if they stand at
~ the head of the masonic department ? When
“the cries of thougands of honest American citl-
'zens reached the Legislature of this' State, pet:

tioning for help in the Morgan affair, how were
“they treated by the masonia part of that honor
.able body ? -

.‘ Secret societjeg are dangerous to any goverr
-ment. Lok g the terrible convulsions which
~once shook the ¢

. mpire of France, and threatened
“to shakg all the kiggdoms of the world ! That
“Tevolution wy '

8 accomplished by means of secret
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societies, called masonic Lodges, which possessed
the legitimate degrees of masonry in connection
with Llluminism. Though this revolution may
be traced ultimately to the infidelity of the na-
tion, yet those who were leaders in these tragic
scenes, could not have accomplished their ne-
farious and ambitious designs, had it not been
for the previous establishment and organization
of secret societies through the empire. When
these societies became sufficiently numerous and
powerful, (to use the language of a masonic
writer,) “ the signal was given, and on the 14th
of July, 1789, all France was in arms, the gov-
ernment was changed, and the monarch impris-
oned.,”* ¢« This revolution,” says the same wri-
ter, “ was wholly the handy work of the Lodges ;
R}anned and digested in their dark recesses,”

ow, secret societics in America may become as
corrupt as they ever were in France, and then
would they be equally as dangerous. In one
day they might strike a death blow to the liber-
ties of our happy land, and crown onc of their
' grand kings monarch of America! What possi-
ble assurance can we have that this will not
eventually be the case, if these secret socicties
continue tobe fellowshipped in both church and
state ? 'Will any one suppose that such an idea
ought never to be entertained of Americans 2
Look then at the deep laid plot in the western
counties of this State, against the prorerty,
LIBERTIES, and LIvES of individuals! If secret
societics in America became 8o corrupt as to en-
ter into an extensive combination to destroy the

'Pragton. p. 393.

M
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property of their fellow citizens, to drag them

from their homes, to rob them of -their liberties,
and even to murder them in cold blood ; and all

this. to prevent them from doing that, which, ac-

cording to the laws of God and their country,
they have a constitutional right to do—T0 PUB"
LISH THE TRUTH—if this combination embraces

some of those who are the sworn conservators

of the public peace—if professed christians and
ministers of Christ are known in some instances
to justify such proceedings, then what may W¢
not expeot | What will not these societies do *
Are they too holy not to plan and digestin their
dark, midnight conclaves, a conspiracy against
our free government, should they look upon thi®
as t}.le only alternative which would save their
sinking cause? - .-
What are we to think of professed christial®
who will support this institution in its absolute
claims, and bind themselves to it stronger and
stronger by additional oaths? Since the publ

cation of Morgan’s book the fraternity have 1l

vented a new oath, - called the test oath., This
oath I have seen noticed in the public commun”
cations of two different masons who have X
nounced the institution since the introduct®!
of the oath, and who reside at a distance of 1O
than four hundreq miles from each other; and &
royal arch magon, s man in whom I place the
utmost confidence, and who heartily wishes 'théi
downfan of masonry, thongh he has not pubh@l)
renounced it, tells me that such an oath 18 taken
—that he has heard it administered—that thY
all have to take it—that no one can get into &

|
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‘Lodge unless he has taken it—that it binds the
‘members of the order to be silent on the subject.
-of magonry before those who have not taken it,
and serves as a mark of distinction between
them and ¢« Morganites, or book masons.”

- We often hear it repeated, “let masonry alone
and it will die away.” But does this look like
1t? If professed ministers of the gospel and
leading members of the church of Christ will go
forward and take this sacriligious oath, and bind
themgelves under additional obligations to be
secret-keepers, to be silent on the crimes and:
abominations of the institution, does it look as
If they ever intended to give it up? It is not
enough for christians to say that they will not
visit the Lodges. They must say this and be
faithful to their word, and at the same time ad-
Vocate and support the institution and swear by
the most high God, again and again, that they

will be true to the order. . |
- The fact is, there is nmot one inch of neutral
ground before us; and the man who professes to
take such ground, must of necessity, act a dis-
honest part; for if he is not against masonry he
Bior 65 and if he is for it, he will support it
Secretly if he cannot openly. . quonry 18 by no
Means a neutral subject. It is either a good or
31 evil institution, and ought to be supported or
Wholly abandoned by every human being, and
®pecially by every professor of christianity,

et every christian who belongs to that msti-
f;“uon,. pause—and seriously ponder upon the
°n°‘ng solemn command of Him in whose
Pl‘esencezhe ‘must shortly stand—¢ Thon shalt
N
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not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain.”  Is not the name ‘of God taken in vainin
~magonic oaths? ‘At the commencement of them
the candidate is tanght to say, “In the presence
of Almighty God and this worshipful LOdge;
~erected to God ;” sometimes  dedicated to God.’
Is the name of Almighty God used with becom-
Mg reverence on this occasion? Is a masonic
- Lodge erected to God ? or dedicated to God?
S0 18 4 ball room or & gambling table as much
He is further taught to say, “so help me God
and keep me steadfast!” So help me God!
What is"this but blas hemy? With what con-
dence can those professors of christianity, who
take such- blasphemons oaths, expostulate with
the profane swearer on the criminal nature of
‘hig language? Do they not know that ¢thos
Who bear the vessels of the Lord should be
clean?”  Amd have they not read, “Thou that
‘teachest g man ghould not steal, dost thod
8eal®  TInstead of saying that masonry 1
awfully sublime, We may say, in truth, it
awfully profane ! S
- This absolute anq independent body, is equally
.hOSfille_ to the government of the church 0
Christ a8 to civil government. When .a church
member éomes off from this body and renounces
18 Connection with it, and bears testimony
gainst its iniquity, he is recognized as & crim
nal and dealt wity accordingly. He is summot,
ed to appear before the Lodge, is there tried a8
condemned. Those church members who belong
to the Lodge, unite with the unsanctified mem”
bers of it, ang summon this their brother in th
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church, whose character there stands unim-
peached, and as good perhaps as their own, to
mﬂax before them ; they condemn,expel and pub-
8h him, as having forfeited his character and
standing in what they call a moral society. And
for what? For the very conduct which the
church approves, and in some instances requires.
This is a direct violation of the law of the Great
Head of the church recorded in the 18th chap-
ter of Matthew. According to this, the presum-
ed offender should be cited by his brethren to
appear before the church ; and here is the place
try him. To summon him to appear before
atribunal of masons, is practically saying that
the laws of masonic Lodges are paramount to
the laws of God. Instances of such proceedings
a8 the above are frequent. Church members and
Tmnisters of the gospel, whose characters are un-
Impeached in the church, and whose conduct
wards that institution the church sanctions,.
have received from it this kind of treatment;.
While men whose characters are stained with the
blackest crimes, who have even put at defiance
~ the laws of both God and man, to defend the
order, are held as honorable members in good
Standing, Not an individual of those who have
snffered, or are still suffering, in the prisons of’
9ur country for the abduction of Morgan, nor an
mdlyidual of those who have fled their country
88 his implicated murderers, have been expelled
3?1‘1 : Pubﬁshed by the institution for this con-
ot. o .
. The treatment which church members receive
om thaginstitution amounts to something more-
N
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than a violation of church discipline ; it 18 SLAN-
DER. A person whose character and standing
are fair in the church is published to the world
a8 having lost his character and standing ; and
this is done, in some cases, by his professed breth-
ren in Christ, of the same denomination, and
‘perhaps of the same church. The church says
that his conduct is praiseworthy and his charac-
ter good ; but his brethren who belong to the
Lodge, condemn both ; and give their condem-
natory sentence in the public prints. The ten-
dency of such treatment, go far as it has an influ-
ence, 18 to destroy this man’s character and use-
fulness; and we have reason to believe, that 1
some cases, if not in all, this is the design.

_ Now, can those brethren who have been pub-
lished to the world by masonic Lodges, and thost
Who sanction their conduct for which they have
been criminated, and those who have united with
masonic Lodges in thus calumniating them,
say, can all these brethren unite harmoniously it
maintaining the laws of Christ ? Can they come
around the table of the Lord as children of the
same family? Can those who have expelle
thelrl%rethren from what they call a moral s0Ct
"‘tﬁ fellowship them in a religions society

oW <can two walk together except they be
agreed I”  QOne thing is certain: if the Lodge ¥°
mght the church is wrong.

- The Author’s_r?ly to @ summons received Jrom
. hampion Lodge. |

“ Since the publication of the first edition of the

Inquiry into Masonry,” many of the fraternity
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have said that the author is no mason ; and have
Politely complimented him with the courteous
epithets, liar and impostor. Some have gone so
far as to say, that they have written to all the
Lodges in the country, and no such person ever
belonged to any of them. |

NOW READ THIS.

“ Brother John G. Stearns—

There has been certain charges laid beforc
‘Champion Lodge against you, for a late publica-
tion entitled an ¢« Inquiry into the nature and
tendency of Speculative Freemasonry,” wherein
are contained many assertions untrue, and cal-
eulated generally to bring the craft into disre-
pute; and as you arc considered a member of
said Lodge, it was therefore resolved, that you be
summoned to attend our next regular meeting,

show cause why you should not be expelled.
greeable to said resolution, you are hereby sume-
moned to appear at our next regular (if consist-
ent) if not, the next but one, to show cause, if
any you have, why you should not be expelled.
Cha'mpion, March 19, 1827 By order of the
Champion Lodge, No. 146. |
| SAMUEL DEAN, Sec’y.”
.This copy is verbatim—This I suppose, will
;ﬂ?nge the censures of the brotherhood on this
oint,

‘TO Champion Lodge : | -

I cannot acknowledge any body of masons on
tarth, whatever powers they may assume, a8 a
tr:lb“nal, authorized to call me to an account for
the use which I make of the liberties of the press,

N
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or for any other conduct. In the book referred
to, 1 have freely, and I leave the public to judge
if 1 have not candidly, advanced my sentiments
on the subject of magonry. Had I not a right
80 to do? Is not this privilege secured to me by
the laws of God and of my country? What
class of men then are authorized to summon me
to appear before them and answer for this?

18 an _Outrage upon the liberties of the press, and
upon the rights of man, I am an American!
—XI am a free born citizen of this happy Repub-
lic/—As puch, I am equally entitled, with the
rest of my countrymen, to those liberties which
heaven has bequeathed us, and which have been
Eurchased at the expense of the sufferings and
blood of our venerable fathers. True, you have
Imposed oaths on me which are designed to dé-
brive me of these liberties. But they are such
oaths as T never understandingly consented %
take. T was deceived and imposed upon. I Wi
told that they would not affect my religion 107
my politics. Every person may here plainly di°
over that they seriously affect both.” They &t
thel‘efm_'e null and void. = The press is as free for
f ampion Lodge, or for any other Lodge as it %
lg’l_ilmeS and if, in your judgment,I have pu¥”
h:n?i.d a 1:1001: which is not true, you need 3PPr§(;
disreplgt);e,’?nger that it will « bring the craft 10

I If, in Publishing said book, I have violated the
fo:': l? f my country, I will cheerfully appear bei-f
I hav or {rib 1), and answer in due form; 0F

wma}te violated the laws of God, with reveren®

appearand answer before the tribunal of th¢
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church. But other tribunals, this side of that
which the Lord Jesus Christ will erect amidst
the solemnities of the final day, I can acknowl-
edge none. A summons coming from any other,
must be viewed by every enlightened patriotand
christian, as a mere piece of mockery, and the
source whence it originates, as unwarrantable
and lawless. Fellow citizens! is it not time to
examine the claims of a society which endangers
the purity of our civil institutions, and by the
manner of its organization, its pretensions, and
the infliction of capital punishment for a breach
of its laws, erects in the midst of us, an “émperi-

um in imperio 2 |
| | J. G. STEARNS.

_ I have had no information, either directly or

indirectly, of having been expelled from Cham-

Pion Logge. | o

Extracts frém magonic communications addressed to -.the author,
which discloses the {rue, genwine spirit of the brotherhood:

| « Hannibal, Oct. 16,1826,
“Sir—After giving your book a slég/¢ perusal,
I was led to this inquiry: What good can re-
sult to community from such a publication ? I
at last came to the following result—that it
would have been better for you to have been
‘¢mployed in a retrospect of your-inglorious la-
‘bors in the ministry. I have also come to one
further result—if you are, as you profess, a free
and accepted mason, and the obligation is -in
fact what you assert it to be, you are guilty of
Toral perjury ; and if it be not such, you have
N)
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published a falsehood. The book is not worth
confuting.” T kA k¥

The followi%g letter is post-marked, ¢Schuyler-
ville, N. Y.” and dated « March 30, 1827.”
‘Thou fool! If thy soul should be required

of thee what would you do with the forty-second

page of your foolish primer # And in fact, the
whole is as false as your bigoted superstition
and education would allow you to contrive.

Do you think you can break down Salem

Town? If you do you want a new Bible and

a stronger head than the one who composed the

Joolish primer. | NO MASON.”

| “ Camillus March 15, 1827.

. Rev. Sir—I have recently seen a book, the
title whereof you claim as author, purportins
therein some very false and erroneous facts. To
sum up the whole, your writings are a damned
lie ; that you know; and itis evident that 1
was more of a speculation in you than any thiog
else. To speak the sentiments of my heart; ¢
think you are a scouNDREL, and the father?
false institutions, Respectfully yours,

~~ "MOLLY REASON.
.. “Bloomfield, March 8, 1827.

 “8ir—You have falsely, insinuatingly, 0"
‘ruptly and deceitfully represented the prinqlples,
of freemasonry. What has the Saviour said ©
those who offend one of these little ones. L&
~guage cannot express your perfidy. Oh! thot
enemy of all rightousness, how long e’er thott
wilt cease to pervert the truth under the garb @
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- religion! Will you lie against God and your
own soul? Have you ever read of Ananias,
who sold a possession and kept back part of the
price? Hast thounotlied against God? Trem-
ble—tremble—tremble, lest the angel of the cov-
enant stop thy breath and summon thee before
his bar. Your work, you well know, carrics a
lic in the face of it, even in your right hand and
in your forchead, as plain as if written with a
sun-beam. I therofore exhort you torepent, and
}mly God that your sins may be washed away.

cannot bid you God speed.” * * * *

“ Camillus, Sept. 25, 1827,

“ Dear Sir—Last cvening I read in a Utica
paper, a2 bumblebee story, which I judged from
its flatness, it was wrote by you, and which in-
duced me, if so, that yon might become useful
to be sentfon a mission amongst them. If yon
should hereafter be so employed, you had better
some through this country where you will have
no need of your ‘silk-pods,’ for they are most
all white faced bees here which have no stinge

to hurt your fingers with,
M, M. K, ¥ * ® ® N

What striking evidences here are, that mason-
ary is a benevolent—an «wwefully sullime—ycs, 2
heaven born institution! To compliment a man
with such reurrilous communications, and burden
him with the postage on them, is I repeat it, the
true, genuine spirit of the brotherhood: they
scldom attempt any thing more manly in defense
of their cause. The writer of thelast communi-
cation, (“ M. M. F.”) being somewhat disturhed
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by an article which appeared in the ¢ Baptist
Register,” like a resolute warrior, drew his bow
1t seems at a venture. But I would advertise
him that he has wholly missed his object, for I
am not the author of the ¢ bumble-bee story
which he read in the Utica paper,” nor do I even
pretend to know who he is.

I have repeatedly been accused of lying, of
publishing Jolsehoods, &c. &c. These censures
have been thrown at me, not only by the above
extracts from what may be deemed fair specl
mens of true masonic politeness, but by profess
ors of christianity ; by some of my own denom-
1nation, and even by some professed brethern of
the ministry. Without taking any further notice
of such ungenerous and unchristian treatment,
now once for all, ask my accusers of the Baptist
denomination, to meet me according to the rules
of the gospel and the descipline of the church,
and prove their charges. Thisis a fair offer and
I assure them it is one from which I shall never
flinch; and it is one which they are bound. to
accept, or acknowledge their wrong.



PLAIN TRUTH;

CONTAINING EBMARKS
ON YARIOUS SUBJECTS, RELATIVE TO THE INSTITUTION OF

SPECULATIVE FREE NMASONRY.

“ And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall makeyon free.”
—John viii, $2.

-
PREFXACH.

The following work is designed to exhibit
Plain truth, on the interesting subject of specu-
lative free-masonry. It will contain remarks on
the laws of the institution, which authorize the
taking of human life; establishing this point
beyond controversy—on the nature of some of
the obligations which are administered in the
higher degrees—on the duty of christian church-
¢s, as pointed out in the holy seriptures—on the
influence which ministers of the gospel and mem-
bers of churches have had in rendering masonry
2 popular system—on the reasons of so much
mdifference in the minds of many on this subject
—on the objects to be gained in being at peace
with the institution—on the independence of the
human mind— on the liberties of the press, and
the duty of those who conduct religious journals.

The question has often been asked, with a de-
gree of anxiety, ¢ Where will the Morgan affair
end #” The reply may confidently be made, “In
the total extinction of the masonic order; at
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least in this part of the world.” Let the mur-
derers of Morgan be apprehended and executed
—]let. all the participators in this “unparalled
outrage” be brought to “ the most strict and con-
dign punishment ;” this will not allay the excite-
ment. The public eye is fixed upon a subject,

compared with which, this outrage is a matter
of indifference. It is the sowrce, the barbarous
system whence the outrage originated. Every
vestage of thig relic of the dark ages must be
swept from our land. Then, and not till then,
will the mind of this American people be at rest
on this momentous subject. |
Public exertion must not be relaxed under
the great mistake that the work is already aC¢
complished. By 1o means ; it is but just com-
menced, Much, very much remains to be done-
The mode of thinking in the minds of a vast
many must be materially changed ; and this must
be effected by the free circulation of fruth. AS
light increases—as the people become informet
the blessed worldof reformation advances. Dark
11983, Superstition, prejudice, and error, must
gradually Tecede before the steady and triumpb-
aut march of Tgyre, Under these views, the
author submits the following pages to the publi¢:



CHAPTER L

MASONIC LAWS REQUIRE THE TAKING OF IIUMAN
LIFE.

In the “Inquiry into Masonry,” T have attempt-
¢d to show, from the nature of masonic oaths,
that the institution is based on laws which re-
quire the taking of human life, contrary to the
laws of God and the land. Members of the or-
der frequently deny this. Admitting, say they,
that the candidate binds himself under those hor-
rid penalties, no one is bound to executo them in
case of an oftense. As thisis an important point,
and as much depends on its being put beyond
the reach of controversy, it may be well to offer
further remarks upon it in this place. .

If no one is bound to executo tho pcnalties,
then the candidate is at liberty to reveal mason-
Iy, without exposing himself any moro t:h:m.hc
would if the solemn mockery of administering
the oaths had never taken place. If he is not
bound by the penalties to keep the oaths, then
the oaths aro nothing. If the penalties are a
sham, the oaths are a sham, and no part of them
18 binding, If masons in administering them do
not intend to place the candidate fully under
their penalties, then they do not intend to place
him under the promissory part of them. Will
they abide by this? IHas the subjeet genarally
been understood in this light either by them-
sclves or by others?  If it has, why should they
{mt Morgan to death for disclosing masonry?

Ie violated no obligation ; he did what he and
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every other mason is at liberty to do. Why
have they said in s0 many instances, that Mor-
gan deserved to die? If he deserved to die for
violating masonic oaths, then it devolved upon
SOIME person or persons, to take his life. If those
who took his life, did not do it as an-infliction of
the penalties of the oaths, and were not author-
1ized by the laws of the institution, then they
must be acknowledged as common murderers.
- 1f masons look upon them as swch—as having
_"101.3130@ the laws of their country and of thab
Institution—as having acted contrary to its ¢
tablished usages,” why do they hold them I
good standing ? Why do they not expel then
tor “unmasonc conduct,” and expose them 35
murderers should be exposed ? If they view
them as “ignorant, deluded Janatics” and il
derers, why do they not treat them as S?ch'
One of the two things they must admit—either
that those men acted in perfect conformity to the
- “’”d usages” of the ancient fraternity, a8
areé to be justified by the institution, or that they
ho dw@mqn murderers in good standing and full
fQHOWBhlp In their honorable society, and have
thus far concealed them, and shielded them from
© Justice of the country. I say, one or the
other they must admit.” Will they say that
“391:' are defending murderers—men who have
V}O ated the laws of God and their country, 30 1
th,ohat ancient and honorable institution, 53¢
23t they are holding such men in good standing
. they give up thig position, there is no altern¥
Uve but to take ghe other ; ‘and acknowledge
that they are defendiug men who have faithfully
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(xecuted their laws. Either of which presents
a4 sufficicnt reason why the institution should
be rooted out of our land.

_ But let usappeal to the conduct of theinstitu-
Uon, as it is Sai({ to be handed down from ancient
Ume by traditions and ceremonies. By these
traditions and ceremonies, on which some of the
degrees are founded, they teach the candidate
that it was their ancient custom to excente those
who violated their obligations and became trait-
OTR,

The three ruflians who are said to have killed
Hiram Abiff, wero approhended and exceuted in
strict accordance with the pcnnltica of the oaths,
“according to the several 1mprecations of their
own mouths.” This was done by the institution
—by order of the Grand Master.  Willit be said
that they were murderers, and according to the
law of God deserved to die?  But what author-
ity had Solomon, as Grand Master of maxous,
to exccute murderers?  They werenot executed
according to the law of God as murderers; but
according to masonic law and masonic authority,
These bloody scenes are the foundation ot the
third degree, and are kept in memory in all
Lodges throughout the world by the ceremonies
of the degree. This may be seen in Morgan’s
book.

The other circumstances I shallnotice, may be
scenin the “ Free Mason’s Monitor,” part srecond,
commencing at page 11, Here we find that no
lees than three degrees are said to have origina-
ted from the execution of those who violatud
their obligations.  “In the reign of Solomon,”
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(says the Monitor,) “several of the workmen
hag been guilty of some crime of an enormous
‘nature, and made their egcape from Jerusalem.
A great assembly of masters had sat in consul-
“tation on the best means of discovering and ap-
‘prehending them” By the information of &
-stranger, it was ascertained where Akirope, one
of the traitors, had concealed himself in a cav-
ern.  Nine brethren were sent by the Grand
Master to apprehend him. One of the nine
(Joabert,) “found the cavern and entered 16
alone, where, by the light of a lamp, he discov
“ered the villain asleep, with a poinard athis feet
Inflamed at the sight, and actunated by an impa-
tient zeal, he immediately seized the poinards
‘Stabbed him, first in the head and then in the
heart. J oabert severed the head from the bodys
‘and taking 1t in one hand and his poinard in ther
-other, he, with hig brethren, returned to Jerusa-
lem. Solomon was at first very much offended
that Joabert had put it out of his power to take
vengeance himself, in presence of, and as a Warl-
1ng 1o, the rest of the workmen to be Sfaithfulto
‘their trust ; but by proper intercession was agail
reconciled. Joabert became highly favored of
Solomon, who conferred on him, and his eight

-companions, the title of elected knights” 'The

degree of elected Joms s
execution. T}foﬂkmghts, was founded on U

itV 10 Mo ih 1t wasnot in striet conform-
1LY 10 magonic oat 8, yet it received the sanctiom
of the institution, oabert and his companions
gere,rewardegl for their zeal in the work of death,
dy new and ‘distinguished honors; and 3 ne“}
-Gegree instituted, the emblems and furnitute ©
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which are designed to transmit to posterity a
representation of the bloody deed. “The
aprons,” worn by the brethren of this degree,
“gre white, lined with black, speckled with blood ;
on the flap a bloody arm with a poinard ; on the
area a bloody arm holding by the hair a bloody
head,* | |
“ About six months after the execution of the
traitor, (Akirope,) mentioned in the preceding
degree of elected knights,” more of the traitors
'were discovered “in the country of Cheth.”
“Solomon then elected fiftfcen masters, in whom
he could place the Aighest confidence, and among
whom were those who had been in the cavern,”
{at the execution of Akirope,) “and sent them
n quest of the villains.” They * discovered _them
<utting stone in the quarry; they immediately
seized them and bound them in chaiuns. ‘When
they arrived at Jerusalem, they were imprisoned
n the tower of Achizer, and the next morning
& punishment was inflicted on them adequate to
their crimes.”t  On this execution 1s founded the
,degree of <elected grand master, or illustrious
elected of fifseen.” o
~ The next degree in the Monitor, called “dllus-
trious knights,” was instituted for the express
Eurpose of honoring and rewarding those who
ad executed the traitors, and of preparing the
Way to honor and exalt other worthy assassins
from the lower degrees. The history of the de-
&ree says, « after vengeance had been fully taken
on the traitors mentjoned in the foregoing de-
gree, Solomon instituted this (degree of illustri-

* Mon. pp. 12, 13, + Mon. p. 14.
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ous knights) both as & reward for the zeal and
ntegrity -of the grand masters elect of fifteen,
and also by their preferment to make room for
raising other woridy brethren from the lower de-
grees to that of grand master elect of fifteen.
“ He expressed a particular regard for this order,
and showed them the precious things in the tab-
ernacle.” “The jewel worn in this Lodge is 8
sword, intended to represent a sword of justicé,
hung to a large black ribbon ; on the part cross
ing the breast, must be an rxwramep heatt;
Whmh”ls algo to be painted on the flap of the
apron.”*  What new degrees will the er‘and
Lod-ge or Grand Royal Arch Chapter, institute,

reword the “zeal and integrity” of thos
worthy brethren who have © fully taken vel-
geance ” on the traitor Morgan ?

What crimes thege persons or traitors Wer
guilty of, €xcepting the first three, we are 10
grlfol‘med 3 Probably they had revealed masonry

0 matter, however, what their crimes, or sup-
}a)osgd Crimes, Were, thege circumstances prove

then%oﬂﬂtmhon, that the institution clam®
:’1‘11 nor1g to take the lives of those who 71013’{3%
| haelr_ obligations. Four of the degrees, at 1‘33’}51'
Mve origmated from the execution of such

easons,:_m all ages and nations, who take the
thgl‘eeeﬂ&hmd Practice the ceremonies, and We&'
m dm “M8, which have originated from thed
ha.‘;z le)er:;:nd Técerve the honors and titles Whl;i.
here to th:"nfened on the murderers, and | ;
usages” stitution, subscribe to these “ancié?

® Mon. p. 15,
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Now, in ancient times, those who became ma-
sonic traitors by revealing masonry, or by some
other offense, were, by the authority of the insti-
tution, put to death. This, no honest man, ma-
son or notmason, will deny. Have these “ancient
land marks of the order ” been removed ? Ilave
these “ancient nsages and customs” been put
away? Every person before he is permitted to
enter the masonic Lodge, ¢ hood-winked and
with a cable-tow about his neck,” is made to
promise, that «he will cheerfully conform to all
the ancient established usages and customs of
the fraternity”* A fellow-craft is charged thus:
—“Qur laws and regulations you are strenu-
ously to support, and be a]wixys ready to assist
in seeing them duly cxecuted”’t A master mason
is charged thus: ¢ The ancient land marks of the
order, entrusted to your carc, you are carefully
to preserve ; and never sufler them tobe infring-
cd, nor countenance a deviation from the estab-
lished usages and customs of the fraternity.”t
When a person who considers himsclf solemnly
bound by the above promises and charges, is
clected Grand Master, and at hisinstallation fur-
ther agrees “ to hold in veneration the original
rulers and patrons of the order, and their regu-
lar guccessors, supreme and subordinate,”s will
he sufler the ancient land marks to be removed ?
Will hie not strenuously support the laws of the
mstitution, and sce that they are dildy exceuted ?
If any brother turns truitor, will he not, as did
the ancient Grand Master, whose chair he oecu-
pies, appoint some brethren, in whom he can

0H -

* Dradley, p. 175, 1 Bradley, p. 18N8, 2 Br. p. 1%, §Br. p, 23,
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place the “Aighest confidence,” to take care ol
him—to see that a “punishment is inflicted o
him adequate to his crimes?” = If he should nof,
~he would turn traitor himself. At the installa-
tion of a Grand Master, the officers, and breth-
ren are addressed as follows: As it is agreeably
to the rules of our institution to command,so it
18 ours with readiness to obey.”* Add to this
every member swears to obey all summons, givel
handed, sent or thrown to him, from the hand
of a brother, or from the body of a just and
lawfully constituted Lodge. No matter what
the command. is, or what the summons i
Should a Grand Master command or summons
any number of brethren to apprehend and exé:
cute one who had violated his obligations, they
are bound, by ancient usages, customs and 1aws;
- by charges, promises, and oaths, to obey.
. How many have been put to death by th*
Institution in modern times, we are unabled
83y ; the day of judgment will tell. But tha
the author of «Three Distinet Knocks,” and i
| author,_ of “Jachin and Boaz,” (both in Eng
land,) that Smith, of v ermont, who republished
~Jachin and Boaz, that Murdock, of Rensselaér:
ville, N. Y., who was supposed to have reveal
sormething of masonry, that William Morgan?
atavia, N. Y., who discloged the first three d*
g;ees, have all been gent to eternity by the hﬂﬂds
_2 313301110 e€xecutioners, there is very littlero0®
0 Goubt. With what confidence can any o
say, tha.t' the nstitution is not bound, and Ao
1ot consider jtsel bound, to execute those Wi
*Br.p.2w,.
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m:lfully v.ioln..tc their obligations?  If a doubt
still remains 1 the mind of the reader, it must
he removed by the following oath of ilustrious
knights, which has been published to the world
by those who have taken it: “ You further swear,
that ghould you ever know i companion violate
any essential part of this obligation, you will use
your most decided endeavors, by the blessing of
God,y to bring such person to the strictest and
most condign punishment, agreeable to the rules
and usages of our ancient fraternity”™  We have
just seen, that according to the rules and usages
of the ancient fraternity, those who violated
their obligations were executed as trufors, In
thig degree, every linstrious knight tolemnly
wears, that if any brother shall violatd®any
essential part of the obligation, he will uee his
most decided endeavors to bring him to the same

strict and condign punishment.*

*In the degree of clected grand master, or {Lueirinue tleeted Of
LMeen, the candidate ewearn: *And (o0 e realy Lo (R i Bveisnm
penalty (1o have the hody opened serpandicniany nnd Lortrontally,
_-‘“d thn Il"ﬂf‘ cut (lfr ﬂ"‘l ‘,]nfﬁ on e h‘.,‘!.ff‘l. !1‘.!‘.!1!(10 in the
wWorldy on all weho dieclosa the secres of s "’f"‘”

“Tha glwdl e the tmagqe of A bnother wlho is rrolinded froma

‘.1.0“ Or coting “! T“in i{‘.f"n n‘!:'! 'ﬂl:lf (:": (ﬁ"ﬂi’g‘f. 'h?.r'n !-‘ I"r
1ecollect the penalties they have fmpose §oen themeeaen CnLoLey e
h""‘l r‘”‘l"ﬂ‘!l ',1‘!!;'!““”" ',"'l"'}:r"‘ (g" lf,'.‘_‘!:'.l l'r .t!]f' I’“n"; A* (! “f"‘t.
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reven, e the donth of our ancestor] at
dg tntaenmtion, tonedlr o the
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recretn of ourorder, ohall f?r"'ﬂ’ Ar 8 P v Javvear by Lle peren
o the teaitors of mupcnry.t T Yo permiee e d, anl amoar
t heep Invialably recret what Pasu ol tocorfieto yoa—fa mo
1ifee e tralloms of mupmomry - KU o Ratoe '
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I3 there nothing here which ought to interest
and alarm every individual in community ? Gan
professors of christianity fold their arms and
look on with indifference? Can they see thelr
fellow men robbed of their enjoyments, of theur
equal rights, and of their lives, in strict conform-
1ty to the laws of an extensive and pow erful
Society—a society which had its origin in the
dark ages, and which now enrolls on its list
numbers of their professed brethren in Christ
Jesus? I say, can they look upon all this and
Withhold their influence to bring into merite
disrepute this corrupt association ? Thousands
Who are not masons are as mute on this subject
a8 i they were under the influence of the 9ab1e-
tow”"law. Point them to the bloody history;
ceremonies, emblems and furniture of the ordel
which transmit to us a picture of its ancien
Inassacres—tell them of the blood it has shed 12
‘modern days, in England and America, and ©
the widows and fatherless children which it bas
‘cast upon the world—tell them of these thing®
'il.ld- that this combination of high priests, gral
Tugh priests, sir knights, grand commander
“caplain generals, &c., &c., exists throughout Ouf?
_gﬁmll)tlTY: and threatens to set aside the g_OSPel 0
1 e{’: ested God, to overthrow and annihilate the
ha.s rf}?lamq of civil and religious liberty ""Pe?{;_
3‘11)’: ey will reply, it is all speculation; OF !
18 best to be still ang say nothing about it. HO¥
‘often are such pergong heard to say, “we know
Dothing about magonry, and care nothing ?*boqt
1%, and shall uge no influence, either to build 1?’
8p or pull it down!”  Their influence, howeve?
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mnerally made to weigh in favor of the insti-
sation; and although they pretend to be igno-
rant of i, they too often reproach and calumni-
ate those who, from a fair investigation of the
‘sabject, know much about it, and are honestly
laboring to inform others. If they know noth-
Ing about masonry, is it not high time for them
to exgmine it for themselves? Can they be
Justifiable in closing their eyes against the light
When it shines around them ? |

E

CHAPTER IL

NATURE OF THE OBLIGATIONS ADMINISTERED IN
SOME OF THE HIGHER DEGREES.

We will now examine the nature of the obli-
:ﬁi}hons which are administered in some of the
ligher degrees of masonry, as published by the
Le Roy convention of seceding masons*— Fur-
thermore do I promise and swear, that I will aid

*I We cannot believe, (say some,) that so many good men and

ers of the gospel have joined freemasonry, and remained ii
hnection with it so long and have not seen the abominations of
whlch they speak until this late day. We cannot believe it.
, is the most difficult to believe; that these men have, as
they 83y, been deceived, ad not examined the subject for them-
';2]1'35, and if they saw something of which they did not approve,
.‘th:'bomld by their oaths to say nothing, or that they have assertec
t which they know is not true? The former is not uncommon

g other subjects: but the latter is without a parallel in the history
me‘gaﬂ- If the obligations of freemasonry are not what these good
100 and ministers declare them tobe, they know it ;. and they £noe>
haga 8t they have testified to that which is totally false. They
hars Come before the public with a lie in their mouths, and have
‘become the vilest of the vile, This we must believe, or we must

adinit that the ived ; as all men
216 liahly tohgg'arq honest men and have been deceived; _
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and assist a companion Royal Arch masol,
wherever I shall see him engaged in an difficul-
ty, so far as to extricate him from the sameé
whether he be right or wrong.” 1If a R. A. muson
i3 gnilty of theft, arson, treason, murder, or any
other crime, is apprehended and in a fair way t0
meet a due reward, according to the Jaws of s
country, his Royal Arch brethren who see hun
engaged in this difficulty, are bound by thell
oath to “aid and assist,” so far as to extricate
him from it—to free him from the grasp of JU
tice and turn him loose again upon the WO d.
If a member of the church who is a Royal Arch
magson, gets in difficulty in the church, s R. A.
brethren of the church are bound to assist hiob
“right or wrong ;” and if they cannot oxtricate
him otherwise, to oppose, and if possible to de-
feat every righteous effort made by the church 10
~discipline him. No confidence is to e, pat it
anything these persons do or say, touching the
case of a brother, or a number of brethren, whor
they consider in difficulty. —
s Furj;hermore do I prbmise and swear, @hat 4
-companion Royal Arch mason’s seerets, grver 0
me in charge as sach, and I knowing him t0 bf
such, shall remain as secure and inyiolable in M)
breast as in his own, when communicated 0 e,
murder and treason Nor excepted.” HOW many

professed ministers of Christ have taken this
oath? These men preach, that « without BO
’ rtheless

ness no man ghall gee the Lord,” nevertiz:
have solemnly sworn that they will conceal “.15
~crimes of & traitor or murderer, and €ven.
and assist him to escape detection and th
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tige of his country—to extricate him from his
difficnlpy “whether he be right or wronﬁ.”
Should they be called to testify against this
Royal Arch traitor or murderer, whose crimes
they have been charged to conceal, the oath, if
they consider it binding, must close their lips;
or iIf they swear, they must swear falsely—that
they have no knowledge of his crimes. They
must swear thus, not only to keep his secrets, hut
to extricate him from his difficulty.*

* The testimony of masonic witnesscs on the trials of some of
Morlian’s kidnappers, exhibits a scene of the most shocking de-
ravity. It substantiates in the strongest manner, all 1 have said
oa?l?y part of my writings, on the pernicious influence of masonic
8, :
., Chesebro, one of the kidnappers, in his afiidavit, testified that
he saw Morgan in the office of J. Chapman, Esq., on the 11th of
Sept,, during his examination, and that he had not seen him since;”’
that he wag not concerned directly, or indirectly, in using any force
In removing Morgan from the jail.” ~ . .
: er, another of the kidnappers, swore that * he verily believ-
ed, and still does believe, that Morgan got into the carriage without
any force whatever, and this deponent was at no time nearer than
several rods of Morgan on the evening before he got into the:
age.”” Now hear the testimony of the people, which has
never been impeached. Willis Turner who was an'eye witness of
e whole affair before the jail, on the evening of the 12th, testifies
t he ‘““sqw Chesebro push a handkerchief in his [Morgan's]
mouth,” and that *‘the man [Morgan] fwasforced into the carriage
by four men, who also got into_the carriage.” Chesebro and Saw-
Yer were two of the four who forced Morgan into the carriage, and
then got in themselves. Hubbard, the masonic driver, testified
that ““fige™ men got into his carriage. Morgan and the four,
(Chesebro, Sawyer, Lawson and a man calling himself Foster,) who
and forced him into the carriage, made the five, Did nof
o and Sawyer swear falsely ? ’fhxs same Sawyer headed a
Iasonic mob, in the village of Batavia in the dead of night, * for
%he purpose of suppressing the publication of Morgan’s hook, by
into the printing office, and if necessary to effect their
ghject, carry off Morgan and Millek™ Hubbard further swore, that
€ did not Know any of the men who got into his carriage. Did he
know Chesebro and Sawyer, citizens of the same village?
o Bruce, sheriff of Niagara county, Who has been sentenced to
WC years and four months imprisonment for hdnaigpmg Morgaz,
-"n‘:m . B. Hopkins, his deputy, who knew the part he « k
hi the Morgan affair, that if he were cslled as a witness against
Im, to sweaz that he knew nothing aboutit, Bruce himeelf swore

02
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This oath carries in it a tacit acknowledgment
that Royal Arch masons will murder, and engage
- 1n treasonable designs. It is perfect nonsense to

:Swear that they will conceal such crimes among
themselves, if it is not expected that they will
.ever be guilty of them. And if they do commit
them—if they stain their hands with the blood
of their fellow men—if they conspire to over

that Morgan had a handkerchief over his eyes to prevent his sccing{
the persons who were with him-that he was éa“’ie‘l. across L
river into Canada, and as arrangements for his reception were no'
«%omp]eped, he was brought back and lodged in the m"‘g”mfim
ort Niagara Met, he also swore, that ke believed Morgan wastgmlli'
-?way voluntarily /' Did he not swear to what he knew was 0% 7
false? A curious Circumstance indeed, that Morgan should beﬁ’ed
}ng away voluntarily with a bandade over his eyes, should be car n
into Canada, and because preparaﬁons for his reception were i
‘completed, should be brought back and confined in a_strong €8s,
‘ress of the United States, If he were a volunteer in this busil
wlll)at preglarat'ions were necessary for his reception in Canadﬂﬁe tos-
timevid Morrison, who was called as a witness to impeach o
“ G1‘1i1t:iony of Mr. Giddins, produced a letter which he receive o had
‘zidding containing hig religious sentiments, and swore that s by
"?et‘t?er answered said letter, nor responded to Gidding’ sentimel oWl
:f Cr. A letter was then’ produced on the s ot, in Morrison £ 5,
andwriting, which was an answer to the above, and in Whl?ibel“
¥ responded to Gidding’ sentiments, What is this but derelaf'
in 1,:”5“"? ? (See a narrative of the facts and circﬂ_m?tancesorgaﬂ’
&g (thhe kidnappm and presumed murder of William M
V'theafi reports of Morgan trials.) nsoltd
tion o t‘hOI'gan was in Fort Niagara, seven men held & cofhim'
(808 Gidg e Plain, not far from the fort, on the disposal Ocoul'tv
and five hi: » Narrative,) “‘three of them have sworn in Openothiﬂg
bt Ve 8worn before g grand jury, that they knewigdiﬂs 0
do.” Ao afair, agreeably to what they tried to induce G others
on the Same an Who on another occasion consulted with tw0 0 fure
that it way cpoDject, and who said he * could prove from ST jury
that he « 41 074  execute Morgan.™ has eworn before & gral narg?
shath I’;mwnommg about i£° “Rlisha Adams, who had Cig,
Sworn befo & part of the time he was confined in the fort, b i)
about it 3o n%é.uryﬁrnd In open court, that he ** knew 7% s
€2 Pregs, | indictme?
ine Fgmd Jury of Ontario co1)1nty have found a bill of indicliy,
{:,]g:] of Bruce - Wright for prRJURY. He was a witness
David W, Allep O the Kidnappers.—(Rochaster Bnd.) . oo
lection in Roer 2 3 son, who swore in his vote at the b 07!
Anti-mas R°°h93tel', in 1829, when masons claimed & m“'ﬁ.'gto the
state prisoy. 138 been convicted of PERTURY, and sentenc
’ PT180n for three years.--(1bid.) ’
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throw the liberties of their country—if they do
%ﬁp@ things repeatedly, they are not to be exXpos-
, but held and treated as members in good
standing. Hence, we can easily account why the
supposed murderers of Morgan have thus far bid
lance to “the powers that be,” to overtake
ém; and why some of them were permitted a
Seat in the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of this
te, at its session in the city of Albany, and
When a warrant was lodged in the police office of
at city, against one of them, why a companion
al Arch mason “apprised him of his danger,”

and “gssisted” him to make his escape ; and wh
8 Grand Chapter immediately after this, de-
tlared to the public, that they had no hand in
€ outrage upon Morgan, either collectively”
O “individually.” Men, (no matter what titles
th‘fiY wear,) who will conceal muwrder and treason,
a0d assist murderers and traitors to escape pun-

lshment, wil] misrepresent the truth. |

~This oath holds out the greatest inducement
to oyal Arch villains to commit crime.. The
Ralties annexed to the laws of God and of the
» are designed to deter, and in many in-
ances do deter men from vice ; but this oath is
directly caleulated to do away these strong bar-
Terg—to defeat the government of God and of
OUr country—to turn man loose upon his fellow
Inen without any restraint. While this oath ie
%0 and adhered to by a powerful society exist-
8 in the midst of us, members of which are
often intrugsteq with high and responsible offices,
't will be utterly impossible to maintain righte-

°U8 government, A Royal Arch mason sees at
03 | |
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once, that if he commits crime, there is but Little
prospect of his being detected ; and even should
he be, his brethren, who perhaps are the minis-
ters of justice, to whose hands he will be com-
mitted as a criminal, are solemnly bound, under
no less penalty than to “have their skulls struck
oft and their brains exposed to the scorchingrays
of the sun,” not only to conceal his crimes, but
to assist him so far as to put him beyond the
reach of punishment—to extricate him from hx;;
dlfﬁculigy, “whether he is right or wrong.
Where is the safety of our property, our liber-
ties, our lives, and of our boasted free constitu-
tlon! An illustrious knight of the cross swears
thus—“T swear to keep secret my brother’s se-
crets, both when delivered to mnie as such, and
Whel}_the nature of the information is such as
- require secrecy for his welfare.” Here are no ex-
ceptions, and no matter whether he is charged to
ieelé his brother’s secrets or not ; they must be
ept. . |

A Royal Arch magon “swears to vote for a
companion Royal Arch mason, before any other
person of equal qualifications.”* An illustrious
knight “gwears to advance his brother’s best 11-
terest b{ always supporting his military fame and
political preferment, in opposition to another.
It has often been said, that most of the impor-
tant offices are helq by masons. This is un-
doqbted]y true, and the reason it is so is before
us in these oaths, Tt can no longer be said with
any propriety, that masonry has no influence in

* This and some other mogt ¢ ; ia oath, are
N t exceptionable parts of this ocaill,
i1l 8ome Chapters omitted or pat i ifferent words,
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politics ; for we have the clearest demonstrations.
that it’is a powerful engine in the political
world, and has long been a stepping stone to
places of honor, profit and power. Had this
society been suffered to exist, to increase its num-
bers and extend its influence as fast a few years
to come as it has a few years past, it would in-
deed secure aZf the important offices throughout
the union ; then this great, once free and happy
Pgogle would be wholly at the mercy of this mid-
night association ; whose members are bound by
oath to conceal murder and treason, and all other
crimes of which any of the brotherhood may be
guilty—to extricate a brother from his difficulty
Whether he is right or wrong—to wield the
sword in his defense, and in defense of their re-
igion—to look upon the enemies of one as the
enemies of all—to stand forth and mete out
vengeance to them and bring them to strict and
condign punishment. With what facility may
they carry into execution any wicked purpose,
Which any member of the order may set on foot
againgt an individual, a number of individuals or
against the nation. We do not know but at this
moment they are plotting the overthrow of the
republic, or the massacre of all who are laboring
expose the ingtitution. From the bloody na-
bure of the oaths by which they are bound to
Preserve their mysteries and to take vengeance
o the enemies of masonry, we have reason to
tar some tremendous explosion; and we know
N0t at what silent hour of midnight it may
urst npon us. By the influence of such oaths
€ worst of men may be thrust into office—
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men who will not hesitate a moment to violate
their oaths of office to preserve the ¢ancient.
- land marks of the order,” or to « extricate a
brother from his difficulty, whether he is right
or wrong.” TIn how many instances has this been
done in the Morgan affair? Let such men be
selected to fill the offices of government, and
none but those who subscribe fo their barbarous
tenets and bloody deeds are safe. o
The penalty annexed to the oath of Knights
of the Red Oross: « Binding myself under no
less penalty than that of having my house torn
down, the timber thereof set up and I hanged
thereon, and when the last trump shall blow,
that I be forever excluded from the society of {lﬂ
true and courteous knights, should I ever wil
fully and knowingly violate any part of this
solemn obligation.” " The oath supposes that all
true and courteous knights are saved; for the
candidate afterward swears, «to put confidence
0 every illustrious brother of the Oross, as a
true and worthy follower of the blessed Jesus.
Now to swear that he will be for ever excluded
from the society of the “true and worthy fol-
lowers of the blesged J esus,” 1s to swear that he
Will be for ever excluded from heaven—will for
ever suffer the paing of hell, ag the penalty of the
Oath. Similar to this is what is called the
sealed obligationg,” in which, when the candi
da!:‘e drinks Wine from a human skull, he swears
—“As the sins of the whole world were laid
upon the head of the Saviour, so may all the
SIus committed by the person whose skull this

was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my
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0W1, should I ever knowingly or wilfully violate
OFtransgress any obligation that I have hereto-
fore taken, take at this time, or shall at any fu-
fare period take, in relation to any degree of
masonry or order of knighthood. So help me
God” "Here the candidate swears, that should
he violate any oath which he may take in mason-
IV, or knighthood, from first to last, he will suf-
fer the punishment due for his own sins and for
the sing of another. Iow many members of
churches and professed ministers of Christ, have
ken this horrible oath ; bound themselves un-
€r no less penalty than the eternal, and even
double torments of the damned, that they will
keep the secrets of the order! What an appall-
g evidence of human depravity! What can be
more awful! The salvation of the candidate 1is
wholly suspended on the keeping of masonic
9aths. The whole mediation of the Son of God
18 sWorn away! One would think that the heart
of a good man on this occasion, drinking wine
om a human skull, (perhaps the skull of a ma-
Sonle traitor;) swearing away his blessed Lord—
Inding himself under endless sufferings to keep
& 8ecrets of a corrupt and wicked institution,
Wwould die within him! Tell us no more that
Masonry does not profess to be religious; when
according to some of the oaths administered, the
Balvation of those who take them, depend wholly
O masonry—is wholly suspended on keeping
very part of every oath taken from first to last.*
* . P e . - . -
o the Yathe e ing penaites—- AL b promisg n o name
{Knigh et me be Anathema Maranatha! Anathema Maranatha.”—
YA

l t of the Christian Mark and Guards of the Conclave.)
Ithis T solemnly swear and sincerely promise, upon my



250 ~ PLAIN TRUTH.

A Knight Templar swears—*Furthermore do
I promise, that I will wield my sword in defense
of Innocent virgins, destitute” widows, helpless
orphans, and the christian religion.” Is this the
way christians are to promote the good of their
fellow creatures—of those who are in affliction ?
The Bible directs to “visit the fatherless and
widows in their afflictions, and keep himself un-
spotted from the world.” Ts this the way they
are to' promote their religion ? Are ministers of
the meek and lowly Jesus, to carry the Bible m
one hand and the sword in the other? This is
the doctrine on which is based the empire of the
Pope, the profane system and bloody congquests
of Mahomed. Who would have thought, that
there were men in this enlightened America, and
even ministers of the gospel, who have bound
themselves under tremendous curses, to fight
with carnal weapons in defense of their religion ?
“ Our weapons,” says the Apostle, “are not car-
nal, but mighty through God, to the pulling
down of strong holds.” ~The following is anoth-

sacred word of honor, under the penally of the severe wralh of the
%gﬁe)hty Creator of heaven and g:rth.’?!—'{Knights of the East and
- On the hanginge of the third apartment must be represented in
transgg.re‘lilt Paintings, qll the korrolz's which we attach 0 the idéd ‘Z
HELL. He then takes him [the candidate] into the third apart-
?enta and takes from him his covering, and makes him go three
the 34 round, (showing him the representation of the torments 1:)
¢ damned,) when he is lead to the door of the Chapter, and t ‘e
master of ceremonies Bays to him, ‘‘ The horrors whkich you havé
JUSt now 8een, are dut g Jaint representation t% those you shall 8UJ e?.:;
if o’f,brealc, (Kn’i’é’&"g? tgurxlaulys, or infringe the obligation you Hav
- = e e, &C.) .
‘““Toall this I golemn] agwéar. f)under the penally of havend thg
several wraths of Almighly God infiieted on m ; and may he have
mercy on my soul in the day of judgment, agreeably to mg perforlllll ‘
'il‘e“lﬁ;;lse at Jemsslem-.)—éeae “Light on Masonry,’—Comment 18
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€r instance in whieh these men swear to wield
the sword and shed blood. An illustrious Knight
&wears “ And if in my power to prevent it, (that
M injury falling on a brother’s head,) never to
fail by.sword or counsel to defend his welfare and
good name.” - \

An illustrious Knight again swears, “You
fllrt.h‘er swear that should you ever know a com-
panlon violate any essential part of this obliga-
8l0n, you will use your most decided endeavors,
bg the blessing of éod, to bring such person to
the strictest and most condign punishment,
agreeable to the rules and usages of our aneient
fraternity ; and this by pointing him out to the
World as an unworthy and vicious vagabond, by
Oppoging his imterest, by deranging his business,
by transferring his character after him wherever

€ may go, by exposing him to the contempt of
the whole fraternity and the world, but of our

ustrious order more especially, during his whole
natural life,” According to the rules and usages
of the ancient fraternity, traitors were put to
eath as I have before shown. Professors of
christianity who take this oath, swear, that if
a0y one of the order, though a brother in the

urch, should, from a sense of duty, expose

€Ir profane mysteries to the world, I say, they
%lemnly swear, “in the dread presence of the
Mogt Holy and Almighty God,” that they will
W8e their most decided endeavors to put him to
. d“ﬂ_:l--to bring him to condign punishment ac-
Yoxding to the rules of the ancient fraternity,
When thoge who violated -their oaths were, by
9der of the Grand Master, executed according
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‘to the imprecations of their own mouths—re-
-ceived a punishment adequate to their crimes.
Should they not think it prudent to put him to
‘death, they swear to “ point him out to the world
as an unworthy and vicions vagabond.” Though
his character as a neighbor, a citizen, a christian
and a minister, stands fair and high, and his
praise is in all the churches; yet they solemnly
swear, that by the tongue of calumny and slan-
der, they will destroy his character, sink his rep-
‘utation and hold him up to the world as an out-
-cast—as unfit for human society. To do this,
‘they must invent and circulate falsehoods. They
‘therefore swear, in substance, that they will
propagate slanderous reports concerning a pro-
fessed brother in Christ J esus, for the 3‘_70“.76(1
‘purpose of ruining his character and of pointing
him out to the world as a “ vicious vagabond.
“‘Compare this with the Holy Scriptures—“Speak
“not evil, one of another brethren.” ¢ Speak evil
-of 1o man.” “What shall be given unto thee,
“or what shall be done unto thee, thou false
tongue ?” |
ot only do they swear to destroy his charac:
“ter, but his interest. « By opposing his interest-
The worthy minister of Christ, or any other per-
-son, having incurred the displeasure of that il-
lustrious order by exposing their wickedness, 3
not permitted to sustain a fair character, if thell
-sl_anderoqs tongues can destroy it ; nor to possess
a lawful interest if their wicked hands can Over".
throw it. What! civilized men, and even pro-
fessors of christianity, league together by Sﬂ'lemI11
-0Bths to oppose a brothers lawful interest! *°
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thig the spirit of christianity ? Is it not that of
the infernal regions? “Tet no man seek his
OWh but every man another’s wealth,” is g divine
requirement. ‘ :

“ By deranging his business.” Whatever law-
ful and honest calling he may pursue to supply

I8 wants and the wants of his famil , throw
him out of employ, that by honest in ustry he
annot even gain u maintenance. Take the bread

, from hig mouth and from the mouths of hig
familys—reduce him to the lowest degree of deg-
redation and wretchedness—to absolute beggary.
he is an editor, proscribe his paper, withdraw
Patronage, slander his character, break him |

OWn, starve him out.

“By transferring his character after him
Wherever he may go.”  That is, the character of
& vicious vagabond. Pursue him with the mal-
16 of a demon to the ends of the earth ; there,
by falsehood and slander, fix on him the charac-

rof a vicious vagabond ; there oppose his in-

rest and derange his business. Let him enjoy -
¢ o happiness while he is within the reach of ma-
nic veNGmanxcE. The unfortunate victim,

* % having suffered the loss of character and
Iterest in one place, has not the least gleam of
hOpe left him, that by a virtuous life and by hon-
est industry he may regain them in another

pla.ce-_*in any secluded corner of the world.

“By exposing him to the contempt of thewhole

Jr @lernity, and the world, during his whole natu-
Tl life " Foy what? Has he violated the laws
of hig country ? He is a peaceablé citizen, a firm

Worthy patriot. Has he violated the laws of

P ' |
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God? He is a pilous and exemplary christian,.
devoted to the cause of Christ. What then?
With a view to the glory of God and the ever-
lasting good of his fellow men, he has exposed;
the bloody rites and infernal oaths of magenry.
For this, professed christians expose this, your
worthy brother in the church, to the contempt
of the whole world, during his whele life! What
o contrast between this oath and the sublime
precepts of the gospel! “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself” “T.ove worketh no ill to
his neighbor”  “Do good to all men.” “Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good:
to them that hate you” ¢ Bless and curse not.”
How much this oath has been reduced to prac-
tice by members of the order, and by some who
are held in good standing and full communion
in christian churches, I leave the public to judge.
Volumes might be written on the subject.

It is to be expected that those who have taken
these oaths, and adhere to them, will deny that
they are published to the world correctly. This
they must do, this they are bound by oath to do,
to preserve the institufion, and point out to the
world as vicious vagabonds those who have dis-
closed them. No confidence therefore is to be
put In any thing such men say, touching these:
oaths, unless they utterly renounce them.

- A church member who takes the following
oath, casts away the golemn covenant which he
has entered into with God and his people—* 1D
dread presence of the most holy and Almighty
God, I solemnly swear and declare, that 1 will
give myself forever to this holy and illustriot®
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order.” The man who takes this obligation and:
holds himself bpund by it, cannot with any pro-
priety be acknowledged as a member of the
church of Churist.
- Once more hear these illustrious knights
swear—<“ 1 gswear to look on his-enemies ag my
enemies, and his friends as my friends, and stand
forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance
accordingly.” No matter whether “he ig right
Or wrong ;” his cnemies shall be my enemies, and
his friends my friends. If the best of men are
his enemies, they shall be my cnemies; if the
worst of men are his friends, they shall be my
friends. «“ And will stand forth to mete out
vengeance accordingly.” Have these illustrious
beings—-—these dealers in VENGEANCE, never read
the following scripture—“ VENGEANCE 1§ MINE,
and I will repay, saith the Lorp.” If a man in
the defense ‘of a righteous cause—in the firm
discharge of duty, provokes the ill will of an in-
dividual sir knight, he is exposed to the wrath of
the whole body. They will unitedly “ stand forth
and mete out wengeance” to him. He may ex-
Pect to be pointed out to the world as an
“unworthy and vicious vagabond.” |

As to the nature of these oaths, I may safely
52y, that sentiments more abhorrent to the hu-
an heart—more subversive of the equal rights
of man—more dangerous to the stability of a
free government—more incompatible with the
Inild precepts of christianity, were never incul-
Cated by tﬁe Lluminate of Europe, or by the
feroe{ous Jacobins of the French school. Here,
In thig happy soil, where flourishes the fair tree
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-of liberty, are planted and fast coming forth, the
Ppoisonous seeds of sedition and anarchy. Where
18 the man so in love with wickedness and suffer-
ing, so lost to the safety of his character, inter-
est, liberty and country—where is the christian,
the minister of Christ, so indifferent to the pu-
rity of the church and the honor of his divine
Master, as not to use his most deeided endeav-
ors, by the blessing of God, to bring this illus-
trious order, (not to « condign punishment”) into
oblivion? Men, who are acquainted with the
nature of the institution, and still maintain o
connection with it, must in fature stand no
higher in the esteem of g judicious public, than
‘conspirators against all law, human and divine.

CHAPTER III.

MASONRY FELLOWSHIPPED BY CHURCHES.—THEIR
- | DUTY. '

r.VJII.azsmm'y pollutes the character of the church of
Clrist—Churches of all denominations fellow-
ship the institution. Some churcheg, howevel:
are t0 be excepted ; they have separated from the
“unclean thing” With these exceptions.
churches of all denominations actually fellow-
ship masonry. Many of their members are
members of that order, have taken its sacreligl-
ous oaths, practice its heathenish and profanc
ceremonies, are its warm advocates, use thel
mightiest exertions to bujld it up, and to extend
1ts influence far and wide. These persons are
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held in good standing, in full fellowship and com-
munion in the churches to which they belong.
Is not this fellowshipping masonry ? ~Suppése
some of the members of a church should fre-
quent balls and card parties, the church should
take no labor with them, but let them pursue
this course unmolested, and hold them in good
standing ; would they not, in doing this, practi-
cally say, that they fellowship such conduct ?
This argument holds equally good as to masonry.
While churches suffor their members to become
masgons, to maintain their connection with the
Institution, to support it, to wear its titles and re-
ceive its honors, they do fellowship it by their
practice, and their characters ave polluted with
it.

There is no class of men who are doing more
to support the institution of masonry than mem-
bers of churches. They are its champions—ihe
pillars on which it rests. They have written and.
published volumes in its support—have devoted
@ considerable share of time in traveling the
country and states as lecturers in the Lodges and
Chapters. What they do for the society hasa
greater tendency to build it up, to throw around
1t a false glare, to deceive men and ruin them for
time and eternity, than all that can be said or
done by men who do not profess religion. They
are frequently its leading officers—its worshipful -
Magters—high priests—grand chaplains—grand
Commanders, &c.

In accepting these offices, and wearing these
unseriptural and high: sounding titles, they vio-
late the commands of the: Saviour and disgrace

P3
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his cause. “If ye love me,” said Jesus, “ keep
my commandments.” What are they? The
following is one—*“ Be ye not called Rabbil”
that is, master. - Here is a plain command. The
lowest capacity may understand it. To receive
and wear the title, master, is a violation of it.
Those professed christians and ministers who be-
long to that institution, many times accept and
wear this title with the addition worshipfid.

Worshipful master is the appellation by which
they are known among the craft. 1Is not this
profane as well as a violation of a positive com-
mand? TIs it not assuming a title which belongs
to none but the Uncreated Being? Are crea-
tures—professors of the christian religion, 0 he
worshiped ? How do ministers of Christ, pas-
‘tors and servants of churches, appear in mid-
night assemblies of ‘their fellow men, under the
title worshipful master? Can they pretend 2
moment that their divine Master approves this?
Ifit is sinful to be called Rev. or D. D. as many
‘contend it is, how much more so it is to be call-
-ed worshipful! The sinful nature of this title
-almost disappears, when we consider the nature
of other titles which are accepted and worn by
the same class of church members. What at-
thority have they for assuming and wearing the
title, 3h1gh priest, or grand high priest? © No
man,” says the great apostle, «taketh this honot
unto himself, [to be called a high priest,] but he
that is called of God, as was Aaron.” On what
possible ground. can christians pretend to justify
themselves in wearing this title? Are they
-called of God to be high priests and grand high



PLAIN TRUTH. | X590

'priests ? They tread on forbidden ground—a,
‘positive command of God lies before them to
which they appear to pay no regard; elge, why
do they violate it?  Thhey have no more author-
1ty for assuming this title under the present dis-
Pensation, than private members of the Jewish
nation had under that dispensation. Will any
one pretend that members of that nation who
ad no connection with the priest’s office, would,
‘have been justifiable in assuming this title and
wearing the robes of Aaron? Witness the sig-
nad destruction of Korah and his company, and
‘the fire of God’s wrath which consumed the two
‘hundred and fifty princes, merely because they
aspired to this office, when it did not belong to
them! Tg the thing any less sinful now than it
‘Wwag then ? |
I have before me a document, 1n which a pro-
fessed minister of Christ calls himself——« knight
of the red cross, knight templar, knight of Malta,
and Grand Chaplain of Washington Encamp-
Ment.” What horrid oaths this man hastaken!
Yet he is in good standing in the baptist denom-
Iation. T have another document in which
&nother baptist minister, in high standing, calls
self.« knight of the most illustrious order
-of the golden fleece—sovereign prince of the
ogree of the red cross—and deputy sovereign
0L ‘sovereigns of the consistory of = sublime
‘Princes.” T have another, in which another min-
I8ter is calleq—s grand commander of knight
"‘emplarg,” Pretty names these for ministers of
the New Testament ! Pretty business too, for

these professedly holy men of God to amuse them,
P4 ‘
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selves with these high sounding and profane
titles ! There are other titles which are confer-
red on members of that institution, the blasphe-
‘mous nature of which is the climax of the whole.
These are—‘knights of Christ ”—*knights of
the mother of Christ ”—¢ knights of the Holy
Ghost.” Who can be so blind as not to see that
the institution by which these titles arc confer
red, is rotten to the core ?  Must it be fostered
then in the church of Christ? ¢« Take these
things hence.” Away with these abominations
ﬁ'.om the house of the Lord. Wehaveno ¢ gl‘flﬂld
high priests,” nor « grand commandets,”’ Nor
“sovereign of sovereigns,” nor “knights of the
Holy Ghost.” No. Weare ¢ all brethren ;” and
have all “ one Master,” and the greatest among
us wear no higher title than * servant.”’—Math.
xx11l. 7-11. | -

~ The sublime honors which that institution con-
fers on professors of christianity, are the corrupt
and bewitching honors of the world ; such a8
christians should look upon with the utmost con-
tempt. They consist ‘substantially 1n being
ralsed to some nominal office, where the above
swelling and profane titles are conferred. Take
from the institution these nominal offices, and
these mock titles, and it would soon o into 1%
repute. Will christians, who profesgto seek &
heavenly country—a city which hath founda:
-tions, whose builder and maker is God: wil
they so demean themselves as to be running a&
ter these worldly honors, and playing with thesC
empty baubles? -

All this abomination—this system of self-right
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eousness, of impiety and mockery, of blasphemy
and murder, with its worldly honors and profane
titles, is fellowshiped by christian churches!
Now, what is duty ? Shall churches continue
to follow this iniquity, or shall they separate
from it ? One or the other the Lord requires,
There are many who believe that muasonry iy an
evil and ought not to be fellowshiped, but take
no active part against it.  They arc very incon-
sistent ; for, it masonry is an cvil and ought not
to be fellowshiped, then it is the duty of every
person to come up to the help of the ILord
against it ; to use all possible, prudent and justi-
fiable means to remove it. Let an individual be
pointed out who can aid in the extermination of
this evil, yet, whose duty it is to remain inactive.
The more a person can do, the more he is bound
to do.—the more the Lord requires of him, and
the greater will be his criminality in neglecting
to do. There are others who not only withhold
their aiq to expose masonry, but exert all the
influence they have to shut out the light, and to
€ep their brethren in ignorance. Nothing
alarms them more than the least appearance of
an excitement on the subject. Measnres are
falthfully pursued to produce quietnest. These
brethren may sincerely believe that such a course
18 wigely adapted to do good; but they are sure-
ly making work for repentance; if not for them-
8elveg, they are for generations to come. They
are healing slightly the hurt of God’s people. If
they can succeed in keeping peace for a season,
48 some of them do, they have only healed the

surface of the wound, while it remaing to be
Pd
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probed to the bottom. This must and will be
done, or christianity is a fable, and the Saviour
has no cause on earth. Those churches which
are now quieted and kept in ignorance by the
influence, perhaps of a minister, or one or two
leading members, must sooner or later (if the'}r
garments are polluted with masonry) have their
share of trouble. They may avoid it for a while
but 1t must and will come, or the bible is not
true. Masonry will never be separated from the
church without a severe strugle. | |

God is-loudly calling upon Zion to arise and
purify herself from these abominations. IS
children have long heen groaning under the
bondage of this institution, and crying to him
tor deliverance. He has heard their prayers,
and by a remarkable providence, in which Jut
sovereign hand may be seen, he is answering
them. He is working, and it is their duty to
work with him. If they do not, if they shut
their eyes against the light which he has thrown
arouqd them; if they turn a deaf ear to the voice
pf his providence, they may expect heaviel
Judgments. If but one life shall be lost in the
holy conflict, there will be much cause for gratl-
tude ; but if this will not suffice ; if the blood of
HLorgan will not arouse his people to a solemn
sense of their duty and to active performance
of 1t, then they may look for something more.
They need not be surprised should he suffer that
mstitution to. rige in its might, and eventually
sacrifice their posterity on the altars of Moloch

Many think 1t 18 not best for churches to sep-
arate from masonry. entirely : it will produce
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such an unhappy division. At the time the Jews
were carried away eaptive to Babylon, quite
number violated the commands of Ged by marry-
ing heathen wives. This was discovered soon
after their return from captivity. What was te
bedone? Here were more than one hundred,
some of them priests and Levites—first men in
the nation, who had fallen into this sin. Must
they separate from their wives and children?
Must their families be broken up ? What a dis-
tressing time! What an unhappy division?
But iniquity was there. A command of God
had been violated—a union formed which hahad
expressly forbidden: A scparation must take
place; the union must be dissolved, though it
should sunder the dearest ties ever formed in
nature. ITusbands and wives, parents and child-
ren, must part; morethan one hundred families
must be broken up. If the peopleof God at the
present day, have formed a connection which the
seriptures forbid, they must dissolve 1t, let the
conscquence be ever so distressing. Should 1t
annihilate whole churches, it would In no scnse
lessen the duty. Churches whichare not formed
according to the pattern of the Newr Testament,
are of litile worth to the Saviour. The glory
of his kingdom docs not consist in numbers, but
in the purity of those who compose it.

Tt is taken for granted by many, that let ma-
sonry alone and it will die of itsclf. Thexe per-
sons are under a great mistake, They CC"““”]_}
are not OXtCHSiVCIy ﬂcqllﬂinth with the nature
of the system, nor with the nature of the human
heart. Was it ever known that satan gavei)
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one of hLis strong-holds peaceably, without &
struggle to retain it, until compelled to by those
weapons which are mighty through God ?1 Lf
the institution of masonry is not one of his
strongly fortified castles, then he never had onc
on carth ; and should he resign it peaccably, 1t
would be something new. There are many 10
be sure, who, under the present agitatod stato ol
the public mind, to quiet their brethren, have
agreed not to frequent the Lodges. Dut W]“‘.‘t’
will this effect towards removing the evil ? Thi
1s nothing more than a compromise. These per-
sons have not, nor will they dissolve their con-
nection with the institution. They hold them-
selves bound by its obligations—are at war “’%th
every effort made to bring it to naught, and Wlﬂi
every person who takes a stand against it. Now
I ask once more, what does it effect for these
men to say that they will not visit the Lodges:
If the present excitement should die away, al
churches take the course which many recont
mend-—let masonry alone—how long would 1t be
before these persons would again openly frequen’f
the Lodges, and masonry get a more deadly
grasp upon the church of Christ andthe libel"ﬁlelS
of a free people, than it had before ?* Church
members who have connected with that institd”
tion, have something more to do than merely to
say, thatthey will not attended Lodge meetings:
They have done wrong—have committed a great
evil. They must confess and utterly renounce
this evil. "Nothing less than a humble, penitent
confession, and complete renunciation, OUg

* This wae writteu thirty years ago. Itis now being fullfitled-
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ever to restore them to the fellowship and com-
munion of the church of Christ. Every sincere
follower of the blessed Saviour who has beern
duped by masonry, will, when he sces his wrong,
cheerfully, and with a broken heart, take this
step. <

It is true, masonry is going into disrepute in
many places. Dut how? Dy the ceflorts of the
people.  LPulsy these efforts, and then would it
be said masonry is going into disrepute ?  1lad
these efiorts never been put forth, would it now
be said, masonry is going into disrepute ?  What
has been done, is but the commeneement of a
great work. Look at the numerous profane
temples of masonry seattered over the land ?
IHow many Lodees and Chapters in every state?
A Grand Lodge, a Grand l:()}':ll Arch (‘ll:l]i((‘l'.
a Grand Encampment of Knights of each state
—a general Grand Royal Arch Chapter, a cen-
eral Grand Encampment of the United States,
Ilave these numerous and powvri'ul crand and
cenerel grand bodies  fallen into disrepute ?
Will they without the most vigilant exertions
on the pn;'t of the people ?  Here 15 much to be
done ; and a great share of it must be done Dy
the American churches. When the evil shall
have been eradieated from these churches, the
victory will be gained—masonry will he down.
[t will not stand any longer than it is suppor.
ted by members of churches,

Nothing would better accord with with the
wishes of those who support the institution, tha,
for the people to put up the sword, under the
oreat mi<take that the beast has recenved his
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death wound, and will expire. The oder of -
umenism was at one period detected in Bavaria;
their papers were seized and published to the
world. This, however, only inspired them with
additional ardor. They caused it to be secretly
mserted in all the gazettes, that the order was
abolished.  This produced a kind of epidemic
stupidity in the public mind, which gave them
n opportunity to invent new mischief and con-
cert new plans., Shortly after, the socicty ap-
peared in a diffirent form, under a new name,
spread rapidly thronghout the states of Hurope,
and finally overturned the government of France.
Thoughin Ameriea, masonry is now detected and
cxposed to the rude gaze of the multitude, yeb
therg'.is reason to beware of the subtility and
ambition of its grand dignitaries, A course
similar to the above may be pursued, and per-
haps with equal success, - Our work must be
thoroughzy done—the noxious plant must nob
2111)? be broken down, but duy up, and its roots

cxposed to the scorching rays of the sun.”

Masonry will by no means die of itself; nO!
will 1t separate itself from the church of G?d'
Noj it will cling to it, like the deadly scorpto”
to the vietim on which it fastens. The church
must therefore separate from that. ‘When Eza,
the Jewish priest, discovered the sin into Wh}ch
some of his brethern had fallen by marrying
heathen wives, had he delayed a separation
ander the great mistake, that they would event
aally see their wrong, separate themselves and
the. evﬂ'die away, What would have been; th?
consequence ? - Would not those who had joinet
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affinity with the heathens have clung to them
antil the day of theirdeath ? Would not others
have followed their example and have commit-
ed the same sin ? When the evil was discover-
ed, then was the time to apply the remedy. Iad
itbeen delayed, the danger would have increased.
So it is with masonry ; cvery person who has
formed a connecetion with that heathenish institu-
tion, though Lie may feel as strongly attached to
1t a8 the Jews did to their heathen wives, is re-
quired by the holy scriptures to dissolve 1t im-
mediately, When the people of God, in the
days of Luther, began to discover the polluted
character of the church of Rome, what was
t!leir duty ? Was it still to maintain a connec-
tion with it—let popery alone—let it die away ?
Did they not hear the voice of the Most High
;Ghrough the medium of the scriptures, saying,
‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be not
Partakers of her sims, and that ye receive not of
her plagues ?” Those who did not obey this
command, were partakers of her sins, and con-
Sequently received of her plagues. Those who
Will not separate from masonry are partakers of
tb? sins of the institution, and are already re-
Yaving of the plagues which God is fast send-
Ing upon it,
A separation from that institution, is urged by
28 plain commands of the New Testament.
Be ye not unequally yoked together with un-
evers. For what fellowship hath righteous-
1688 with unrighteousness ? and what commun-.
0 hath light” with darkness? and what con-
cord hath Christ with Belial? or what part
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hath he that believeth with an infdel ? and
what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? For ye are the temple of the living
&od; as God hath said, T will dwellin them,.
and walk in them: and I will be their God, and’
they shall be my people.  Wherefore, come out
from among them and be ye separate, saith the:
Lord, and touch not the uneclean thing 3 and T
will receive you’—1 Cor, vi, 14——17. There is
no fellowship, no communion, no concord, no
agreement, hetween the pure church of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the corrupt institution
of freemasonry. Masonry is that which the
gospel condemns: it is an © wunclean thing.”
Christians are therefore to separate themselves:
from it. |

Again—* And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove:
them. For it is a shame even to speak of those:
things which are done of them in secret.” Per-
ha}?S. NO system ever existed, which is mord
strikingly ‘characterized as works of darkness,
than masonry. Even themselves are ashamed to-
speak of the things which are done of them in’
Secret. With these unfruitful works of dark-
ness—these shameful secrets, christians are t0
~have no fellowship ; and they have something
ful"fher to do than merely to disfellowship them
— " But reprove them.”—Eph. v. 11, 12.
Once more—« Now we command you, breth-
‘Yen, 1n the name of our Lord J esus Christ, that _
ye withdraw yourselyes from every brother that
walketh disorderly,z and not ofter the tradition
which he received of us,”—2 Thess. iii. 6. Is 1t
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not disorderly to join that institution, to adhere
to it, to take its unchristian and unconstitutional
oaths, to practice its profane and mock ceremon-
les ? If not, pray tell us what would be dis-
orderly ? If we are to fellowship all this in the
church of Christ, what shall we not fellowship
there? These passages, (and a multitude might
be quoted,) make duty plain—so plain  that
the way-faring man, though a fool, need not
err thercin. Those churches which have separa-
ted, or may separate from that institution, need
not fear the scotfs of the world, nor the censures
of their brethren ; they must expect both. But
they can show the most unequivocal testimony
of the holy seriptures—a “ thus saith the Lord,”
for what they do: and certainly “we ought to
obey God rather than men.” |

It is of the utmost importance, however, that
évery mové on this subject, should be dictated
by the mild spirit of the Saviour. Anintemper-
ate spirit, harsh and hasty measuares, tend direct-
ly to defeat the object designed to beaccomplish-
ed. “ A goft answer turneth away wrath, but
grievous words stir up strife.” “And the ser-
vant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient. In meek-
ness, instructing those that oppose themseclves,
f God peradventure will give them repentance
0 the acknowledging of the truth.” “Be ye
therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”
f_’erha,ps there never was a time in which this.
dove-like spirit was more needed among church-
€8 than at the present. Amidst the turmoil and
confusion which exist in many places, it highly



B0 - .~ PLAIN TRUTH.

“becomes the christian soldier to be calm—to
'keep in his mind the precious words of the wise
man—+* He that is slow to anger is better than
‘the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit, than
‘he that taketh g city.” We should * contend
earnestly for the faith,” yet in “meckness ;7 we
should be  “gteadfagt, " unmoveable” in owr
course, yet “gentle.”  Churches cannob be too
much guarded against measures which may
tend rather to divide, than reclaim those Who |
have sinned. « Byt ye, beloved, building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 11
t_he I‘IOIY Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of
Groc!, 100king for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life. And of some hawe conv:
passeon, making a difference ; and others sav
with fear, DPulling them out of the fire ; hating
even the garments spotted by the flesh. Now
unto him that is able to keep you from falling;
and to present, you faultless before the presenc®
of his glory, with exceeding joy, to the.onl}f
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty
‘dominion ang power, both now and forevel
Amen.”—Jude 20—25. | '

' CHAPTER IV.

‘ON THE INFLUENCE OF MINISTERS—REASONS OF 8¢
MUCH INDIFERENCE ON THIS SUBJECT—OBJECTS
TO BE GAINED IN BEING AT PEACE WITH THE
MASONIC INSTITUTION.,

People generally, are disposed to put too muck
<onfidence in minigters of the gospel. If amil
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ister appears to be devotional, if he prays and
preaches with a degree of energy, and his minis-
terial labors are attended with success, some sup-
ose that he is almost infallible. It 1s extreme-
y difficult, in many cases, to convince them that
such a man may be in an crror. They seem nob
to be sufficiently aware, that all ministers spring
from the same polluted root as themselves—pos-
8ess the same depraved hearts—are equally lable
to embrace crror and fall into sin.  Nor, perhaps,
are they aware of the solemn and painful truth,
Which stands recorded on almost every page of
eoclesiastical history, that professed ministers of
the gospel liave done more than any other class
of men on earth, to corrupt the church of
Chrigt, They are stationed at the avenues of the
¢hurch to résist error : and when error has sent
forth itg polluted streams into the church, they
8¢, in every instance, opened the flood-gate.
the errors which were ever brought inte
the church, and all the corruptions which have
for ages tarnished the olory of the kingdom,
e been the device of some clergyman or
peclesiastical council. And it is by the authori-
'gﬁnd influence of the same class of men, that
e errors and corruptions are disseminated
d maintained. ‘Were it not for their influ-
Bee, thousands of the dear ssints of the Most
'H'ih God, would soon renounce their errors, and
- 40race and practice -the truth as it 18 revealed
1 the holy scriptures.”* All the “filthiness and
Womingtions » of the ehurch of Rome were in-
auced by the clergy. Those who have been

‘ -
%mﬂponding letter of the Oneida Baptist Association for 1827.
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esteemed as good men, have persecuted even u-
to death, those who have differed from them I
sentiment. Are ministers more holy now than
they have been in ages past? It is to be hoped
that there are not as many evil designing an

wicked men in the minisfry now as there hate
been—Dbut they all have the same hearts DY
nature. And in exact proportion as amy denon
imation of christians become popular, and ¢
lormed to the world, it is cursed with a corrupb
_pnesthpod. Ambitions men—those who love
the braise of their follow creatures more than bl
praise of God—to occupy the highest soats A
to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi, will aspire ¥
this office, and will be thrust into it. Minstc™
are not to be followed as guides, any further tha
they follow Christ ; and they should he watbche

Whether they do follow Christ. Their faith @Hd
practice should be examined with as much Jeﬁ1:
ousy, as the faith and practice of any 08
men. -

.HOW many ministers have secemed to give gl‘eflit
evidence of piety, their labors have been wonder-
fully blessed of God, yet they have turned ouf
be wicked men. Were they right because thef
appeared to be pious, and their labors were bless-
g : How many really pious and useful miv=

ers there are among different denomination® >
i}hrlstla,ns. The Lord blessed them and thf’%
abors. Are they all right, in all respeots? God
does not withold blessings from his minister® 00
ir om any of his children, because they, in SO
things, err. If he should not bless them, WX
they were in all things right, he would 2¢'®
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bless them. He blessed them, not because they
deserved to be, but for the sake of his Son. If
ministers preach and pray like angels from
heaven—if a swelling tide of success follows them
to the grave, these things are no swre evidence
that all they do is right, or that they are God’s
ministers. We must not take for granted, that
what the most devotional, nnderstanding and
ywseful ministers do, is right ; we must test it by
the same rule we do our own conduct, or the
conduct of others, and judge for ourselves.
Apparently pious and useful ministers, have
done more than any other men, either in the
church or out of it, to introduce masonry inte
the church, and to bring upon her all the afflic-
tions which she now suffers, or ever will suffer,
on this subject. They have been leaders in these
things. They have joined the stitution, have
recommended it as a “good thing,” and have
even extolled it as “divine.” Their brethren
have supposed, that it must be what they have
wrecommended it to be ; have followed their exam-
ple, and have fallen into the same sin. If such
has been their influence over members of church-
es, how much more powerful and extensive has
it been over unconverted men—especially the
tnwary vouth! How many thousands of this
class, have they, by their example and mfluence,
lured into those secvet chambers; many of
whom, no doubt, will go down to perdition,
under the guilt of masonic oaths! Had these
- ministers stood where they ought to have stood,
as pillars in the house of God—had they kept
clear from this unscriptural union-——had they
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borne testimony against these unfruitful works’
of darkness, and these shameful secrets ; mason-:
ry could never have found itsway into the churel
—the door would have been effectually closed
against 16.  But they have opened the door, and
have helped in the evil with their own hands;
and many of them appear determined hat 10
shall not be removed. |
It is high time that people were awake—thal
churches should see that those ministers who are
magons, however high they may stand, can err;
have and do still err, on this subject. We must
not believe what they sav concerning masonry;
so long as they adhere to it, and acknowledge 1t
obligations binding : for they will not only quib-
ble, butin some instances deny plain facts. We
must act as ever becomes the dignity of our na-
ture—examine and judge for ourselves. In how
many instances have ministers misrepresented
the Morgan affair, and Morgan’s book—crying
out, “ 4t s all speculation.” Serious speculation,
indeed, will it be for some of them, when they
shall stand at the judgment seat! How often
have they been heard to justify the kidnapping
and murder of Morgan! Elder David Bernard;
a Royal Arch mason, in a communication to mé;
says— That five weeks.before Morgan was kid-
napped, he heard a professed minister of the
gospel, hlfh In standing, and a Royal Arch ma~
son, say, (speaking of Morgan’s writing mason-
1y,) ¢ that he would be willing to be one of the
nwmber to put Morgan out of the way. Thishe
repeated a number of times, and attempted 0
Justify 1t.”  This minister I know; and I know
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too, that he once stood high in the estecm of the
Public, as & pious and useful minister. Since
the abduction of Morgan, he has been heard to
Justify it. Klder Bernard further says—¢That
after {401@;‘&11 was taken away, he was in a full
Lodge, and a number of ministers were present;
one of them, o kuight templar, declared, that of
orgun luad his throat cut from car to ear, and
his body buried beneath the rough sands of the
fea, he could not complain that justice was not
done him>  Samuel D. Green, of Batavia, a ma-
S0m, In & communication to the public, says—
“That two ministers, of regular standing, at
Present in society, stated, that although it would
R0t be justifiable by civil law to take the life of
Organ, yet it would be morally right and just,
Jor ke had violated his obligations and justly
Jorfeited 1is life.” A professed minister of the
98pel, at g masonic festival, soon after the ab--
Uction of Morgan, is said to have given the fol-
IOng toast—< 7he enemies of’ Jreemasonyy—
May they find a grave siz feet due cast and west,
And sia: foet deep.* . -
OW many expressions similar to some of the
3bove, haye dropped from the lips of ministers!
How awfully deceived they must be! What
Scriptural” and unconstitutional ideas they

N have of right and wrong! How many
wndreds there are who are under the influeuce

of guch men, and believe all they say on the sub--
1%t of magonry.
\ it:y“ :nWas given at the installation of the Lewiston chapter, when

myreq o Y members of eaid_chapter, that Morgan was then.
' Icwmonw‘thm the walls of Fort Niagara: only seven miles from
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Far be it from me to make any remarks, which
shall tend to weaken the confidence of people 1
ministers, who are deserving it; but I wish
them to see that minigters are not infallible—
are not to be followed g guides, any further than
they follow the footsteps of Christ.” I wish them
to see the mighty influence which this class of

men have had, in rendering masonry a populat
thing, in uniting it with the church ; and the m-
fluence which they now have over thousands, in
preventing them “from taking any active parb
against it. If people would do as these minis-
ters, and those who are under their influence,
and believe what they say, would have them, they
would be as mute ag a chord untouched. Hvery
book now written against masonry, would be
committed to the flames ; every editor would
close the columns of hig paper ; every author
would drop his pen, and every freeman woul
shut his lips on this subject. ~ Yes; if another;
and another Morgan should be kidnapped and
murdered, they would dictate the same course
for the public to pursue. But it is a fact, an
they may set it down as a fact, which is no 1655
infallible than the holy bible itself—a fact which
they must eventually realize in its full force—
that the institution of masonry is sinking, 3%
ftV 1Y Person who still clings to it must sink with
What & wound have these men inflicted upo*
the precious cause of the Saviour! What r¢-
proach have they brought upon the ministry’
Great confidence, ag T have said, is often repose:
0 them.  They are 1poked up to as examples—
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such indeed they ought to be. Men of no relig-
ion, often suppose that what ministers do and
say, s right; and if they copy their examples,
all will be well. But when they sce these minis-
ters leave the path of the just, violate the laws
of Christ, and do that which they themselves
would not do, what a stumbling block does it
cast before them. Irreligions men—even the
open encmies of christianity, can judge for them-
sclves, that the conduct of those ministers who
belong to the masonic institution, and are main-
taining their connection with it, is high]y_ unbe-
coming their profession ; and indeed v disgrace
to it. What a weapon have thc{ put into the
hands of such men!  How much occasion have
they given them to say, christianity is a fable,
and those who profess it, even 1ts nnn:stgrs arce
no hetter than others—than ourselves! The on-
ly course these ministers can take, which will do
away the disgrace they have alrcady brought
upon the cause, 15 to renounce, 1 the true spirit
of the gospel, their connection with that insti-
tution, and confess their wrong. Thixund noth-
ing but this, will heal the wound, and restore
them to their former standing in the public
mind: and they have no time to lose in doing
this.

But the conduct of these men, I would ob-
serve, has no bearing against the christian relige
ton. It perfeetly corresponds with the historv
of the human heart, from the foundation of the
world, ag given us in the holy seriptures, It con-
firms the truth of thig history. These men have
done very much as the Lible informs us others.
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even those who professed to be good men, have
done before them. Their conduct must testify;
not against christianity, but against themselves
—against their personal piety.  There was a Ju-
das among the first ministers of Christ. How
many there are now, is not for me to say ; noris
‘t for me to say, how many of those who belong’
to the masonic institution ave pions; bub this 1
sy sy, that while they pursue the conuse which
they now do, they can” have no reason to con-
plain, should the public seriously doubt theit
piety, in some cases. “By their fruits yo shall
know them.”* | ‘

What is termed the “ising ministry,” is ofien
spoken of as ominous of great good to the king-
dom of Christ. I hopeitis. But how many ol
those y oung men who compose this “rising mi-
1stry,” have sworn allegiance to that relic of bar~
barism—are clinging to it—recommending it a8
equal with the gospel of God which they profess
to be commissioned to preach. What is thet
Qb,]ect? Popularity! "What a reaching after
this! What a striving to be great! What 2
conforming to the maxims and faghions of the
world I Let ug not boast too much of the rising
ministry.  What an astonishing contrast theic
18 between the spirit of some who compose this
ministry, and that of onr aged fathers, whos¢
heads are blossoming for the tomb! Surely W¢
have reason to “rejoice with trembling.”

Why is it that g0 many men of influence who
Are N0t masons, keep on’ the hack ground, anc

. 7 . . . " he-
%wt_A,nq what confidence can we have in thoge who will join t€
metitution at this late day, in 1858 ¢



PLAIN TRUTI. 219

are unwilling to have it known on which side
they stand? Should these men come forward
and show themselves on the Lord’s side, as they
arc bound to by all that is dear to Zion, the
struggle would soon he at an end. But the
coursc which they take protracts it, and renders
it more unpleasant. Are these men aframd of
losing their good name, their popular influence
among masons? Is this the reason why they
will not oppose what they know and acknowl-
edge to be an abomination?  Perhaps they have
heen told, and sincerely helieve, that should they
oppose the institution, it would be a serious mn-
jury to them. Were they to take an active part
acainst that corrupt system, they wm:h]. no
doubt, injure themsclves in the csteenm of—of
whom? Of the real hearty friends of truth?
those who love the Bible and the equal rights of
man? No. They are the enemies of truth, and
of the liberties which the Bible and the consti-
tution of our country cuarantec to every crtizen.
[ say they are enemies to these.  They are un-
willing that truth should e known, and crror
should be exposed, that men should freely speak,
write and publish their centiments on masonry,
and in vindication of the gospel and church of
Christ.  Does the Lord require his people to
pursute a temporizing course with this elass of
men? o course which shall scenre their friend-
hip?  Is it wrong for them to do any thing
which shall stir up their wrath and provoke
them to kindle the fires of perscention?  Sup-
pose they adopt o conrse which th < men ap-
prove, is this an evidence that 3t - sights and

QY
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that the Lord approves it? ¢ Woe unto youn,”
says the Saviour, “when all men speak well of
you, for so did their fathers of the false proph-
ets.” |

Thgre are many professors of christianity,
who, in time of peace, when things move along
In o pleasant way, when all that shines is faken
for gold, arc much admired : but do they make
_gloot'l soldiers in a time of war? - Will they stand
hy the cross of Christ in the dark and cloudy
_ilf-b.){, and contend for truth at the rigk of popu-
lavity, interest and life itself? Took ab the
course which many have pursued on the subject
before us! There are men, who, years ago, Werc
decidedly anti-masonic, but since the war has
commenced, they are whist. What can be the
reason ? - Do they think it imprudent to take an
active part against that which they have so {re-
quently denounced as corrupt? Or is there in
their view, something to be lost now? The
venerable John Gill, when contending for truth
I & perilous time, was solicited by his connec-
tions to desist, as he would probably lose friends
and support. But the good man of God, in the
true spirit of his Master, replied— £ am 70!
afraid to be poor” Have ministers of Christ
any thing to loge? If they have let them relin-
quish their hold of it! If they have any thing
but the precious cause of their Divine Master,
let them cast it away, it is only a dead weight:
1f they have a name or a character which can be
destroyed, let it go; it is certainly worth noth-
ing. Those who sustain the christian character.
and pursue the path of christian duty, and with
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the great Apostle to the Gentiles, have suffered
the loss of all things that they may win Christ,
have nothing to lose—no popular name nor deli-
cate character ; nor have they any thing to gain,
but Christ. But when we see men clinging to
their popularity, refusing to come out boldly in
defense of what, they know to he trath, for Tear
they will lose this, what unfiwvorable conclugion
must we raw ! Phere is too much secking o
save life among professed chrisbians,  “ILe thal
seeketh to save hig life shall lose it,” says the
Saviour.  Christians should not fear to have
“their names cast out as evil, for the Son of
man’s sake.” Iow many shifts and turns must
those make, who seek to save their lives!  Yet,
atter all their carefulness, must lose them.

There are many who seem to consider it a dis-
race to suffer the reproach and calumny of men,
Or opposing that anti-christian system. But

what says the Saviour ? ¢ Blessed are ye when
men shall revile youw, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
Jor my sake” If a man, from pure motives,
abors to expose masonry, and is reviled, perse-
cuted, and all manner of evil spoken against him
sely—if in strict accordance with the blasphe-
ous oath of illustrious knights, he is pointed
0ut to the world by their malicious tongues ag
A0 “wnworthy and vicious vagabond,” it is sc
I from being a disgrace, that it is an honor,
and the greatest honor which the enemies of God
¢an confer upon him. Those who suffer this
Persecution, will, perhaps, enjoy peace of con-
SClence, and the approving smiles of Jehovah, in

Q3
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as great a degree, as those who, to maintain their
popular course, to save their lives and avoid this
persecution, have neglected duty, and sacrificed
the interest of Zion.

It is true that a man who takes a decided
stand against that institution, is often treated
with the greatest abuse. A war of VENGEANCE
s proclaimed against him. Ile may depend
upon it, that his character will be thoroughly
tried, and if it be not good, it will be publicly
known. Masons have always held out the dread-
ful idea, that a man who should opposc then
would suffer the loss of character and influence
This, according to their horrible oaths, is the
thing upon which they have ever heen determi-
ed. Hence, the firt step they take towardssuch
an one, is to fall upon his character, and destroy
it, if possible. What abuse have they dealt out
to those who have attempted to expose thet
system! What can be their object! A VerY
Plain one—to prevent the influence of truth.

But why should it be considered a disgrace to
any man to oppose masonry—to write and pub-
lish against it? Is the subject itself so mean 23
to disgrace a person who attempts to investigate
1t?  If so, how contemptible must those appeat:
who enlist all their talents and influence in st}
porting it—who receive its honors and wear 1S
titles!  Look at the men, high in rank, in boti
ehurch and state, who are said to have patronZ-
ed the institution, and to have been 1its gral
dignitaries! Some of these have written an
published volumes—have traveled from Lodge
Lodge, from Chapter to Chapter, and from 0n¢
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country to another, to advance the interests of
the fraternity. They have freely expressed their
views, and have labored to promote them. Now:
13 1t base for a man to express his views fairly on
the same subject? Even if they are not correct,
yet if he advances them with a degree of candor,
why should he subjeet himgelf to the chagrin,
and obloquy, of almost cvery member of the
order? 'Why do they not meet him like men in
a fair exchange of arguments?  And if his ar-
uments are not good, expose them and put themn
down. If their causce be a good one, haye they
not talent enough enlisted in its support, to de-
fend it on this ground, by giving every opponent
fair play ? It may always be taken for granted,
that a cause which cannot be defended in this
way, had better be given up; it is poor; it is not
the cause of truth. But this is a mode of war-
fare to which the brotherhood are not accustom-
ed. Their cause cannot be supported by truth.
It ever has been, and is to this day, supported
and defended by falsehood and slander. Their
strongest hold, is nothing less than a refuge of
lies. Tet them abandon this, and attempt to
stand upon the broad ground of truth, and they
cannot find one inch of such ground before
them. My, Bradley in the introduction to his
book on masonry, says—* The system is founded
In truth and cannot be destroyed.” Let the
champions of the system take this ground in its
defense, instead of traducing the character of -
those who have fairly shown that it is not found-
ed in truth. This would be much more “honor- |
able” than the course which they usually pursue.
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A great many men have opposed the christian.
‘religion ; some have written against 1t. But
can an instance be produced in which christians
(I mean chrigtians in heart) have treated their
opponents as masons, in almogt every case, treat
theirs?  The idea which hag ever been held out
by masons and their friends, that it is a disgrace
Lo oppose IASONTY, 18 o mere scarcerow ; ib 1¢
1 Yery essence, rank tyranny over the righls
of vonseience, and the libertics of the press.
The obvious design in presenting guch an idea,
and in treating men in perfect accordance with
16, 18 to prevent a candid investigation of then
anti-christian system. Hvery man of an inde-
pendent spirit, will look upon such an idea, and
upon such treatment, with the utmost con-.
tempt. .

Many, who are not masons, are pleading for
beace with the institution. They are, therefore,
unfavorably disposed toward every move which
'S caleulated to distrub this peace. They are
Saying, “peace, peace, when there is no peace.
’I:he_re can be no peace between the cause of
Qhrlst and the cause of masonry. Unless
righteousness can fellowship unrighteousness,
light commune with darkness, Christ have con-
cord with belial, and there be an agreement be-
tween the temple of God and idols, there never
can be peace between the Church of Chyist and
the masonic institution. The only ground on
which these men expect peace with masonry 1%
not to oppose 1it—let it alone—say nothing about
1t. Mzmy of them, no doubt, will be willing to
enter into a solemn, covenant with the institu-
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tion, never to oppose it. I ask these men to
look at the terms on which they are so urgent
for peace! Are they righteous? Will peace es-
tablished on these terms be durable? Will the
Lord own and blessit ? On the same terms they
may enjoy peace with all the powers of dark-
ness. If they will pursue the same course to-
ward them which they pursue, and urge others
to pursue, towards masonry, let them alone—op-
pose nonc of their attacks on the kingdom ot
Christ, they may enjoy peace with them—jusl
such peace as they now enjoy with masonry, and
equally as justifiable in the sight of (Gtod. Chris-
tians are not to look for peace on this subject,
until the last masonic temple shall have been
demolished. ‘

They are soldiers, and are commanded to * put
on the whole armor of God,” and are advertised
that they have to contend * against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of _the dark-
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
n high places;” and are ¢ exhorted,” that they
“should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints” Are they
at liberty to compromise with any of these ene-
mies, who would destroy this faith? If they
lay with one, they may with all; then they may
lay aside their armor ; they can have no further
use for it. Armoris of nouse in a time of peacc.
Bl}t it is never a time of peace with saints in
this life; and if they even propose to make peace
With any thing which is unholy, they cast the
greatest dishonor upon him who hath chosen
them to be soldiers. They should always have



286 PLAIN TRUTH.

on their whole armor, every part of it, and always
be prosecuting the war upon the kingdom of
darkness. They are to make war, not only with
sin in themselves, but with false systems, which
are invented by *principalities,” by “powers,
and by “the rulers of the darkness of this world.”
Hvery false system of morality or religion, is de-
signed to undermine the gospél of Christ, and o
overtfhrow his cause. l\{[:lsomfy is such asysten;
and if' saints are justifiable not to oppose 1b
they are equally justifiable not to opposc any
system satan ever invented. Then, where woul(} ,
be the faith which was once delivered to them?
Would they in this way preserve it pure and un-
adulterated as they received it from heaven !
What invention of satan’s can be more danger
ous to the cause of Christ, than one which claums
kindred with it—to be the same in substaBce
with it—or even to be a hand-maid to it? It 18
a thousand times more dangerous than OnC
which professes open war.

It is true, that christians are to be °
makers.” But they should never even think
making peace with that which is at war with
Christ and his kin gdom., Though the 2ospY
which they profess is the gospel of peace, yet 1t
18 the nature and design of 1t to produce war--
war Wiph the enemies of truth. Wherever this
gospel is preached in its purity, this war1s cal”
ried on. It separates the dearest earthly fr1ence
sets them at variance, excites the most deadly
hostility, which often terminates in the shedding
of blood and the taking of life, by those who
hate the truth. The Saviour, therefore, sy

“ pe(éca
k of
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“Think not that I am come to send peace on
earth; I came not to send peace, but a sword.
For I am come to set a man at variance agains.
his father, and the daughter against her mother,
and the daughter-inlaw against her mother-in-
law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own
household.” “I am come to send fire on the
earth, and what will L if' it be already kindled.”
“Suppose ye that I am come 1o give peace on
earth? I tell you nay; but rather division,”—
Matthew x. 84-36, and Luke xii. 49. What
divisions and contentions, in families, in neigh-
borhoods, and in corrupt churches, have followed
the ministry of the word! Yes, what malignity,
what wrath, has it stirred up in the enemies of
the cross!  What savage cruelties and barbari-
ties have they practiced upon the saints, stain-
Ing almost every soil with their bloed! On this
very ground, thousands are cpposed to every
move which is made against the masonic insti-
tution. It makes difficulty—excites wrath. On
this ground, too, books written against the insti-
tution have been proscribed, and their authors.
criminated. How often it is said of them, they
are sowing discord among churches—are doing
4 great deal of mischief, and will have much to
answer for! Those who say this, may with the
Same propriety proscribe the glorious gospel.
Do they not know, that books could not be pub-
11§hed, exposing the iniquity of the institution,
Without producing war? Because these little
Volumes sow discord among churches and sepa~
Tate very friends, it is not certain that they ought
t0 be proscribed—or that they do not contaln
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| @mportant truth—or that they were not called
into existence by the special providence of God.
And if exposing masonry and contending against
it, should create the most unpleasant war, in
families, neighborhoods, and churches—should 1t
fling wide open the gates of hell, and provoke
the adversary to muster all his ].egions———should
a scene of suffering follow, which has never been
witnessed since the extermination of the poor
Waldenses from the valleys of Piedmont—should
thousands of the dear saints of God, be con-
voyed to heaven from flames of martyrdom and
seas of blood, it would furnish no evidence that
masonry is right, or that we ought to be at
peace with it. _
But what is the object to be obtained in being
at peace with the institution ? Is it not this, 1o
many instances — pecuniary assistance? AT®
there not many who profess to be the ministers
of Christ, who have joined the institution, taken

its profane oaths, bound themselves under its

horrid curses, for no other purpose than to ob-
taln more liberal support in the ministry ? Al'f;
they not still clinging to it for the same reason

Were they to renounce this unscriptural connéc
tion, they would not only be pursued with the
tongue of slander, but many of them, no doubt,
would suffer the consequence in a pecuniary I¢-
spect. Their benevolent brethren might “OF;
pose their interest and derange their business,

and reduce them to want. On the other hand
are there not many ministers who are not m”
sons, and who sincerely believe that masonry 15
an evil, yet ave suing for peace with it princt -
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pally because they fear the loss of friends and
support? Perhaps some of their members, and
more of their hearers, belong to the fraternity,
and should they come out and oppose it, many
of the streams by which their temporal wants
have been supplicd, would be cut off, and they
reduced to the necessity of trusting in the prov-
tdence of God for their daily bread. Have we
not reason to helieve that this is one thing which
keeps them on the back ground, motionless and
breathless on the subject of masonry ?

Again, some masons belong to various benev-
olent institutions—Dbible societies, tract societies,
education societies, missionary societies, news-
Paper establishments, &c. Now, if churches
should disfellowship masonry, they might lose a
great share of support which is received from
members of thatinstitution. Does not this have
an influence over churches, especially over many
leading members? Is it not one grand reason
Why they do not act on this subject? If so,
what ig the object to be gained? It is money/

ok at it, christian reader! It is money !
vf{hich 18 worth the most to the cause of our

ivine Master—which will place the highest

dem on his head in the world of glory, a few
ollars and cents, or the eternal truths of the
ble? Wil you gell these truths for money ¢
0T even for bread? Put your finger upon a sol-
%ary truth on the face of the holy scriptures,
Which you would part with for thirty or twice
thirty, “or ten times thirty pieces of silver!

Are christians. to pursue that course with any
n
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corrupt institution in existence, by which they
may obtain the most money from it?

But what would be the consequences as
these several institutions, should masonry be dis-
fellowshiped by churches? This is a question
which is entirely beyond the reach of any hu-
mian being to answer; and it is one with which.
we. have nothing to do. This is the qucstio_ll'
which interests us—Zs masonry corrupt? Thi
13 not to be determined by the quantity of mon-
ey we can obtain from members of that societys
to aid 1n the cause of Christ; but by an invest:
gation of its principles, oaths, ceremonies, Writ-
ings and practice. If, on such an investigatiol;

the institution shall appear to be anti-christial,
every person’s duty is plain—to withdraw from
it—to disfellowship it—and to devote his talents;
however feeble or mighty, to its overthrow, ut-
terly regardless of consequences. The greab
God, the wise disposer of all events, will take
care of the consequences. |

Have we not read, that “the silver and the
gold, and the cattle upon a thousand hills,” b¢-
long to the Lord of hosts? Do we not know

that he will bring these treasures into the chureh
as fast. as they are wanted? There can be 10
necessity, then, of making peace with the wol 1d,
or with men of the world, for the sake of getiiss
their money. Does the kingdom of Christ lea”
for support on the kingdom of darkness? Does
he solicit the aid of that kingdom? BY no
means! He is the independent Jehovab, and 1}'
able to sustain his own cause without the 3id °
his enemies! If he wishes to make use of the
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gold and silver, which he has put into their
hands, he will do it ; but never—never, by mak-
ing peace with their corrupt inventions, which
are designed to overthrow his cause and to rob
him of his crown! The idea into which many
have fallen, at the present day, of courting the
favor and friendship of wicked men, and of the
kingdoms of this world, to aid in supporting
benevolent institutions, or in promoting the
cause of the Redeemer, is going far away from
the examples of the New Testament. For min-
isters and christians to join the masonic mnstitu-
tion, for the purpose of being more popular, and
of getting more money, is insulting the Saviour.
For others who are not masons, to be at peace
with it, for the purpose of obtamning ‘the same
ends, is equally censut:able. .A.nd if bxble.so_cle-
ties, education societies, missionary societies,
&c., cannot stand, unless they stand 1n the fel-
lowship of a combination, which, strictly speak-
ing, is a decp laid conspiracy agamst the rights
of man and the christian religion, let them go

—but first let the experiment be tried, of’
omding o he pure principles of the holy scrip-

standing on the p ; i
: i ¢ is any faithfulness in the
tures; and if there 1s any ot gl

in the a
covenant, an strengtl:} m t .
depend u’pon}irt they will stand. It 1s better to
trust in the Lord than to pub confidence In
princes.” ¢ Cursed be the man that trusteth 1n

) is arm.”
man, and maketh flesh his o o

1 ny m
Seeine there are so many .
who in Reart are anti-masonic, and who b"_y tht,
fireside, and in private circles, freely t}).p;eé.
their anti-masonic views, ycb for fear of sac
il
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ficing the honors of the world, of losing their
popularity, or some other object, will not lift a
finger to put down the institution—and seeing
they influence hundreds of others, who dare not
think, nor speak, nor act for themselves, to take
the same ground ag they ‘do, there remains the
more to be done by the people. 7he people
st do the work. And whatever may be tl‘lc
opposition of these men, and of our would-be
lords and task masters, the voice of the people,
like a mighty irresistible torrent, will bear it
away.

R CHAPTER V.

INDEPENDENCE OF THE MIND.

As to the independence of the human mind,
all men stand on'a level. A Ceesar, or an Alex-
ander on his throne, has no greater claims to the
free exercise of the powers of his mind, than the
humblest peasant over whom he sways the scep-
tre.  God has not given him, nor any other mar
nor any class of men, however high their rank,
the bare shadow of authority, to dispossess any
of their fellow men, of this native independence.
It 1s what all have received from Him, in whom
they live, and move, and have their being.
have equal liberty to range the fields of moral
and Imntellectnal improvement—to think, to rea-
son, and to investigate for themselyes. The ut-
most boundary of their researches is the capac-
ity of the soul. |
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This liberty lics at the foundation of the moral
and intellectual dignity of man. Man is a noble
being—the noblest of the works of God. A
foundation is laid in his mind, for an endless cx-
pansion of all his powers, an eternal increase of
knowledge and virtue. If he is holy he will for-
ever approximate the dignity and lovelinegs of
the Deity ; yet between him and the Deity, there
will ever remain an infinite distance. It is not
only the privilege, but the duty of every person,
thus to advance in moral excellence, during the
whole period of his existence. But deprive him
of this liberty—limit the operations of his mind
by arbitrary laws, place before him moral sub-
jects—subjects which claim k}ndrcd with the
faith and practice of christianity, and which he
must not investigate on peril of the most exeru-
ciating death, and he begins to sink in the scale
of Leing. If he sits down tamely, and yields
into the hands of tyrauts, that noble indepen-
dence which heaven has bestowed upon him,
this is the end of his race. Ilow can moral sen-
timents be impressed on his heart and govern it.
nnless he knows what they are ? and how_c:m he
know what they are, without mvestigating
them ?  Therefore, the liberty of frecly discuss-
ing any subject presented to the mind, and to
any extent the mind is disposed, 15 necessary to
accomplish the end for which it exists.

"This liberty is essential to man's salvation, If
he may not freely and fairly canviass any moral
or religious subject which may be presented, or
1s under obligation to embrace it without exame-
ming it, then he is in danger of being Iike the

o
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man who built his house upon the sand ; the
rain descended, the floods came, the winds blew
and beat upon it, and it fell, and great was the
fall of it. How many thousands have been
ruined in this way! who, though they have not
taken the sacreligious oaths of masonry, yet by &
corrupt and tyrannical priesthood, have been de-
barred the privilege of examining the chrisgtian
fuith for themselves; and have been il}duced,
and even compelled to embrace a faith suited to
the ambitious views of its authors. IHow many;
too, have been ruined in the same way by ma-
sonry ? Those whom they considered great and
good men, have told them, that masonry 18 the
same in substance with christianity; wzthou’r:
examining it, they have embraced it as such, as
“their religion ; have rested their eternal hopes
upon it, and have died in the full belief that1b1s
& saving system. _

This liberty is essential to the purlty of the
church of Christ. If its members may not fre¢-
ly investigate every moral or religious sentiment,
and renounce and disfellowship, as in their juds®
ment the rules of the gospel shall dictate, then
the door is open for the intreduction of evely
species of error, which will soon corrupt both
their faith and practice. Look at the abomind
tions of the church of Rome! These, beilg
sanctioned by a polluted priesthood, have been
imposed on the credulous, and they, not being
permitted to examine for themselves, have e
braced them, and have become blindly attache
to them. ' _

Equally essential is this liberty to the purity
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of republican institutions. If the people ma
not freely discuss any point whatever, which
stands connected with their civil or political
{reedom, if their voice may not be heard on all
such subjects, then their free institutions, of
which they may proudly boast, are in the utmost
danger of being corrupted, undermined  and
overthrown. Mo deprive a people of this liberty.
i the high road to tyranny and despotism.

I will now show the reader, that it is the nature
and obvious design of the masonic institution,
to tyrannize over the human mind, and to rob 1t
of this independence. In the first oath which is
administered, the candidate is made to swear, in
the most solemn manner, and to bind himself
under no less penalty than to have his throat
cut, his tongue torn out, &c., that he “will al-
ways hail freemasonry—that he will not, write,
Drint, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint,
or engrave it, on any thing moveable or immove-
able, under the whole canopy of heaven.” O
sacrilegious oath! Thus the deluded votary of
magonry, on the very threshold of the institu-
tlon, is induced to swear away, not only his life,
but what is worth a thousand times more, the
liberty of freely exercising the powers of his
mind. | - I

By swearing that be will always hail mason-
Ty, supposes, first—that he embraces the whole
system, without knowing, by & fair investigation,
what it is. This oath is administered before the
mysteries of masonry are communicated to him ;
consequently, at the time he solemnly swears
that he will always hail them and never reveal

»4 ‘
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j:hem, _he 18 pertectly ignorant of them. Now, it
1t be right for men to embrace masonry, without
mvestigating it for themgelves, so far as to know
what it is, then it ig equally right for them to
embrace any article of faith, or any system,
whether religious, philosophical, or political,
without investigating it, to know what it 1
This sentiment is the foundation on which the
boasted masonic fabric has rested for ages.  In-
troduce it into the church. Tt it be a law
there, as it is in the Lodge, that every member
shall embrace, and solemnly covenant that he
will ahways hail the church creed, without know-
Ing what it is—without examining a soltary
article of it. Such a law may with as much
Ppropriety exist in the church, as in any other
society.  But what would be the consequences?
They would shortly be seen in the superstition,
bigotry, enthusiasm, corruptions and abomina-
tions of the church, and in the ruin of souls.
This is the doctrine of Mahomet, improved by
the Pope. The ides supposes, secondly—that the
candidate is never at liberty to investigate
masonry with a view to know whether it ought
to. be Aailed or not. He not only embraces 1t
without g fair, or even a superficial investigatiol,
but swears, in essence, that he never will investi-
gate it. If the oath supposes, that he is at liber-
ty to investigate the system, with a view to know
whether it ought to be Aailed or not, it also sup-
poses, that after gnch an investigation, he may
come to the conclusion not to Aad it ; whereas
he solemnly Swears, without any reserve or COD-
dition whatever, that he will always hail it.
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Carry out this sentiment. If & man may in one
instance be prohibited the privilege of examining
a subject, a professed system of morality or rc-
ligion, he may in another, and indeed in every
mstance ; and thus be effectually deprived of
that liberty of mind, which is cssential to the
cnd for which he exists. Iere is one instance in
which he is deprived of it by arbitrary law, and
the principle by which it is done, in this one in-
stance, might with equal propricty do 1t in cvery
Instance.

Again—that the candidate should be bLound
not to reveal any art or arts, part or parts, point
or points of masonry; not to write nor print i,
&e., supposes, that he must not in any circum-
stances whatever, communicate a solitary idea
for the information of others. In the obligation
of illustrious knights, the candidate is bound in
still stronger terms, if possible. He swears, that
“to the end of life,” he will not either “ with
good or bad design, ever take the least step, or
measure, or be instrumental in any such object,
to betray” ghe secrets of the degree—that he
“will nev speak on or upon, or breathe, high
or low, any ceremonies or sccrets, whereby any
opinion, even of the nature and general princi-
bles of the énstitution can be found by any other
person, be he a mason or otherwise, than a true
knight companion of the cross.” Let the knowl-
edge which he may possess of the institution be
what it may, ever so interesting to others, tend-
Ing in its nature to promote their happiness in
the highest degree, both 1n this life and that
Wwhich is to come; or if he knows that the insti-

RS '
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‘tution is ever 80 corrupt—that it sanctions the
greatest wickedness—that it is designed to di¥
organize every system of social happiness, yet he
must not reveal it, nor write, nor print onc gyl-
lable of it; nor the bare resemblance of & syllv
ble of 1t—must not speak on or upon, Lreathe
high or low, any thing by which this may be
known, on peril of having his throat cat, his
tongue torn out, or of dying the infamous death
of a traitor, and of suffering the eternal tor-
ments of hell. o
It is understood that the members of the v
ternity are at liberty to speak in its favor, il they
do not disclose its secrets and mysteries; but
under no circumstances whatever, to the end 0
life, are they at liberty to speak against 1t{
though they may possess the clearest conwctlonbr
of its intrinsic depravity. This is plain, Dot only
from the above oaths, but from their manner 2
dealing with those of their members, Who dare
to be freemen ; to cast off the masonic yoke ; o
speak, write and publish their views of the }111'
stitution. They are not only expelled, (Whlil
15 by no means a disgrace, though deSIgned 0
be,) but are pursued with that kind of mea:
seurrilous treatment, which is well befitting th
fallen spirits of another world. Masonic vens®™
ance, without justice, (murder, in some cases:
not excepted,) is meted out to them.
HFrom the foregoing remarks, we may 4 y
for the extreme ignorance of the grand major
ity of the members of that institution, and ?e
people generally on this subject. The mort
“knowing ones” of the order, have been
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mined, and have used every precaution to pre-
vent a free and fair investigation of the moral
nature and tendency of the system.  People
must believe it to be just what they gratuitously
asgert it to be, without so much as looking at it
for themsclves. This, thousands have done,
those who arc muasons, and those who are not.
The members of the mstitution, who m reality
become the dupes of this imposition, who hail
masonry, without knowing by an impartial ex-
amination whether it ought to be Aailed, ure
more or less, under the influence of bigotry and
fanaticism. They have not reasoned themselves
Into the subject, and of course reason, in their
view, has nothing to do with it. They will not
hear to reason ; nor will they cnter into a fair
debate on the subject. Many of them will not
even read a book written against the institution,
though written ever so fairly. All such books
are abjured, and their authors doomed to desfrgc- :
tion, « whether they be right or wrong.” With
such men it is perfectly useless to attempt to
~Teason. Theyv are blind and deaf. They arc
thorough proof against the fairest and most co-
gent arguments. | | o
There are hundreds of masons who are, and
ever have been, perfectly ignorant of the true
8pirit of the institution. Though they tacitly
acknowledge that the oaths which have been
Published by Morgan, are in substance correct;
Jet they are under such a strong delusion, that
they cannot or will not be made to sce, that these
Oaths are repugnant to the principles of good
8overnment and the christian religion. They
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advoca.t«? the institution, tenaciously adhere to it
—and sincerely believe, at least appear to, that 1b
18 a “good thing ;” though disgraced by the
conduct of bad members, as is the case with
every society. On other subjects these men wil
tallc with candor. But the fact is, they have
“never examined magonry; they have taken it for
granted—have embraced it in the dark; per-
tectly so, in every sense of the word—have never
come to the light to look at it. Such men, 1
they did but know it, are the mere tools of the
order. But every honest mason, who fearlessly
pulls the bandage from his eyes, and looks at the
monster in the elear light of truth, starts back
with abhorrence! As a Royal Afch mason,
minister of the gospel, once said to me, that when
he sat down and looked at the thing candidly,
his blood run cold in his veins! No wonder!
We hence account too, for the astonishing
apathy which prevailed on this subject, previous
to the excitement produced by kidnapping #n¢
murder. It is a matter of the utmost surprise
j;hat such a society should exist so long in Amer-
ica; that people should not see their danger, un-
til aroused by the cries of murder, by the pros-
tration of law, liberty, and religion, and by 2
tremendous skaking of the fair temple of the!
freedom. The notion of a secret society, 4 society
which is not known in law, which usually €on-
venes 1n the dark, sedulously conceals its princt-
ples and practices from the public, whateve!
specious pretensions it shall make, ought in 8!l
counfries, under all governments, in all circun”
stances, to excite alarm in the breasts of all hon-
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est men. Must a society, which bas for its grand
and exclusive object, what the masonic society
professes to have—*universal charity,” be a
seeret one P Flow plain and irresistible the an-
swer! No! There must be some selfish, some
ambitious, if not wicked design, covered beneath
the mantle of its scerecy and its false pretenses.
What do good men, acting from good motives,
wish to do in sccret, guarded by “the tilers
sword ?” 1 answer, nothing ! "T'he bare 1dea of
professors of christianity belonging to o secrel
society, is, of itself, o qufficient reason why they
ought not at the same time to helong to the vis-
ible church of Christ. The false glare, the de-
ceitful outside of the institution, and the idea
which has been so strongly riveted in the public
mind, that masonry must not be freely and fair-
ly investigated, have prevented people from see-
ing the subject at an earlier day, in this light.
A person (not a mason) to whom 1 once offer-
d a copy of the “Inquiry,” observed with an
air of contempt, “ 1 understand that yow are «
mason, and I thought masons could never say
anything against the institution.” This strange
idea has been embraced by thousands, and is the
prolific source of a great share of the abuse
which has been dealt out to those who have hon-
estly spoken their sentiments on the subject. It
is, however, in perfect accordance with the sys-
tem. Masonry,in denying 1ts members the lib-
erty to speak, write and publish what they please,
on any subject they please, to be accountable
only to the laws of God and their country, 1n
prohibiting this free exercise of the mind by ar-
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bitrary laws, which are enforced by the most
barbarous penalties, presents a powerful reason
why it ought to be abolished. A manwho isin-
ﬂugnced by the holy precepts of the christian re-
ligion, or even nothing more than a love for na-
tional liberty, cannot understandingly, support
this organized and overgrown system of tyranhy-
What is more debasing and demoralizing than
the bondage of the mind! ILookat thosen ations
whose mental liberties have been successfully
‘usurped by the worst of tyrants! Look at thew
moral and intellectual degradation—their igno-
rance, superstition, bigotry and fanatacism !
Look at the darkness, the gross darkness, whielt
has enveloped them! On the other hand, 100K
at those nations which have been left free an
unshackeled, to think for themselves, and 10
speak as they think! They have risen in their
might—have been distinguished for their virtee,
intelligence and true patriotism. These remarks
W_ll} apply with equal force to individuals. In-
dividuals, who bascly yield their mental inde
pendence, and embrace sentiments and systems
which they have not canvassed, and of which
they know nothing; only by hearsay, are, s fax
as they submis to this imposition, blind, ignorant,
bigoted zealots, They are the most contempt-
ible vassals. How many such there are, who
seldom pretend to reason on any subject, unles®
1t concerns their sordid interest. Strictly spea<
ing, they “pin their faith on other men’s sleeves-
The}’ have their particular friends, in whom they
gonhde; and what these friends tell them, 1°
law and gospel,” withous the shadow of a doub?
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—beyond all controversy. The only step they
take in a course of reasoning, (if it may be called
reasoning) is, our friends say it is so, it is, there-
fore true—we believe it. Now a man might as
well undertake to shake the towering Andes, as
to move these men from their beloved sentiments.
Ltisso. Whyisitso? Our much valued friends
say it is so. Just so far, and no further, do
thousands reason on the subject of masonry., A
minister, a professed christian, a father, a son, or
some other relative, whom they respect, has told
them that masonry is “a good thing,” and they
believe it, and perhaps, at the same tune will
acknowledge, that they know nothing about it.
How much more powerful is this kind of influ-
ence over the hearts of men, than the influence
of truth! - | |

Every man should resolve to be independent
—t0 use the powers of the mind which God has
given him, in the fearless and diligent search of
truth and duty. To think, examine and judge
for himself on all subjects. To adopt no code,
or system, whether political, philosophical, or re-
ligious; of whatever school, or by whatever au-
thority or great names it may be upheld, with-
out a thorough or candid scrutiny.  Any thing
short of this is beneath the dignity of man, and
18 & base prostitution of his noble nature.
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CHAPTER VI

LIBERTIES OF THE PRESS—DUTY OF THOSE WHU
CONDUCT RELIGIOUS JOURNALS.

- 'We shall now speak of the liberties of the
Press.  Who can estimate the influence which &
free and well conducted press must have on the
present and cternal felicities of a people! Ivery
:onductor of' a press, is emphatically “a public
sentinel on the watch tower of liberty.” His
responsibility is great! The duty which he
owes God and his fellow men is great! No clas®
of men (ministers excepted,) have a greater an
more extensive influence over the human mlnﬂ,-
and do more either to darken or enlighten 1t
than those who control the energies of the press-
It is their duty, not only to disseminate the light
of science and the glorious light of the blessed
gospel, but especially to guard the civil and 1¢
ligious rights of the people; and fearless of 3
-consequences, to wage an exterminating and eter
nal war with every foe who threatens to assail these:
rights. This is the confidence which the people
repose in them; especially in those who are ¢o0-
ductor§ of public journals. This duty they €x-
pect of them; in the faithful discharge of Whlcl}-
they are always ready to sustain them. 'Those
who attempt to fill these highly responsible 85
tions, ought to be men who are free from the -
fluence of sordid motives ; who have no interest
separate from the public good; whose veracitys
self-denial and integrity of soul, will never allow
them to neglect their duty, or basely betray ¢
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public interest, to further selfish and ambitious
designs. | |
‘Will the principles of that “honorable ” insti-
tution, freemasonry, allow editors of public
Journals to posses these qualifications, and per-
form their duty! Suppose an cditor has been
hoodwinked and haltered in a masonic Lodge,
and made to swear that he will always hail, cver
conceal, and never reveal masonry—that he will
never write nor print it, nor the mere resemblance
of any thing by which it may be known-—that
he will keep the secrets of a master mason, mur-
der and treason excepted, and those of the Royal
Arch mason, murder and treason not excepted
that he will extricate him from his difficulty,
Whether he be right or wrong; that he will pro-
mote his political preferment in opposition to an-
other; that he will support the constitution of
the Grand Lod ge and of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the U. S. A., &c., &c.  Put all these
Oaths together, and if he considers them binding,
18 be to be acknowledged as a public sentinel?
In how many instances may he be induced to be-
tray his trust, and to sacrifice the cause of the
eople to that of the Grand Lodge or Grand
oyal Arch Chapter? Suppose an attempt
should be made to disclose the secrets of the
order, and a half a dozen or a dozen men should
be. murdered, and as many printing offices laid in
ruing, to frustrate the attempt? Suppese this
Royal Arch editor should be acquainted with the
Whole affair, and should be charged by his Royal
Arch companions to keep it a secret—not to
Print one syllable about it, on peril of having his
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“¢gkull struck off and his brains exposed to the
scorching rays of the sun ?”” What course would
he take ? His duty would be plain, to develop
the whole transaction as far as he had become
acquairted with it—to sound the alarm in the
cars of his countrymen. But would he do this?
Indeed he would not, so long as he considere
his 1hasouic oaths binding. Tle¢ would pursue
the same course which hundreds have pul,'f”“f"l
in the Morgan affair—to prostitute the libertics
of the press and the columns of a public journal,
to the infamous cause of kidnapping, arson an
murder. Every masonic editor 1;h1'oughc.>llt.'Jhe
union, who has considered his obligations binding:
and has designed to defend the institution, has
pursued this scandalous course. Masonic pres.sels
have been like so many corrupt fountains, which
have poured their polluted and poisonous streams
into the public mind. When we look at the D‘H
ture of the oaths by which these men are boun
to that corrupt hierarchy, their conduct is not
much to be wondered at. They arenot at llbel'tif
%o tell the truth, nor to enlighten the peoplé;
but are solemnly bound to deceive them, to PV
all their efforts together to prevent the truth fm“.l_
coming to light. Men who will kidnap and %
der, and set fire to printing offices, to SUPP“?S‘,
the truth, or justify these things when done
others, will falsify the truth on liberal terms,
:accomplish the same end. N
No hooest man can understandingly conduct
masonic journal—a journal designed to ii,efeX 0
the mstitation ¢ through thick and thin.
honest man will tell the truth. Dut the M3
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who intends to defend masonry, feels solemnly
‘bound to conceal the truth; to perplex, bewilder
and deceive. The more skilful he is in this de-
praved course, the better qualified he is for a
masonic editor. ILook abroad through ourland!
Here and there we sce a press, which has nobly
cast off the fetters and trammels of the order,
and dares, in the face of masonic wengeance, to
be free, and to speak right on, in the cause of
liberty and virtue! Every American citizen,
‘who duly appreciates the liberties he enjoys, will
give thanks to Almighty God for this! ere it
not for this, the Fugle of our country would
soon speed her flight to some other clime—our
san would soon :;go down in darkness—depend
upon it, our nation would soon be engulphed in
riin! These free presses are worth a thousand
times their weight in gold. May the Lord pre-
Serve them pure—may he bless their conductors
with the smiles of his face! But while we see
he.re and there a free press, how many there are
lying prostrate at the shrine of masonry, whose
conductors have wickedly concealed or perverted
‘the truth—have labored to throw a mist before
the eyes of the people, and have poured a torrent
of high handed abuse upon thosc who have es-
Poused the cause of God and freedom. Such
editors are traitors, the worst of traitors to their
Country. They have merited, and will certainly
receive, the everlasting execrations of avirtuous
People—a people whom they have grossly in-
sulted, and whose dearest rights they have
Mocked ; and if they do not repent, will meet
the frowns of Him who sits in the heavens, and
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will “laugh at their calamity and mock when
their fear cometh.” | de
Masons have designed to bring the press undcl
their control. TUnless they can palsy 1ts enel_i(’q,{?i
and thereby keep the people in ignorance, el )
cause cannot stand. They are awarc, that th,.'ctllu.
dependence of the mind and the liberties of S ‘:'
press, are fatal to the existence of the ];11s’ri1tl,1tu,01‘;
131t not s0?  Look at their efforts to ruin .‘Lfll“’f:’f;
independent editors, who have been i:zu*bhh& d(”-
their trust, acted worthy of their st:mtwl}; “’1,1] ot
serve the gratitude of their country. They ﬁt*l‘ir'
withdrawn their subscriptions, withheld ’11,:1._
patronage of every kind and slandered theirc ]‘in
acters. They have said to them louder than Iv
words, be silent on the infamous and bl%“ rlyl
deeds of our ancient, honorable and heavel}'i 3007‘
nstitution, or we will break you down, 7%/ Lfree
wrong! Butwhy? Because they dare t0 pe un-
men, and to do their duty to God and their C?J‘SC
fry. By the terrific influence of such a co! nd
they would awe into silence every e_dltm’ﬁow
muzzle every free press in the Union. i
many timerous creatures there are, not only

. R L ﬁ'ﬂ-
tors, but others, who, under this kind of 11

ence, pull off their hats and bow to the orde‘fﬁ?;
would almost submitto the humiliation of The
ing the great toe” of some grand dignitary- any
fime has but just gone by, when an editor; F pod
other person who should venture to speak 111} tll)(
position to masonry, through the medinm ey
press, would do it at the hazard of interest, Xl

tation, and life itself | oh

Again, I ask the reader to look abroad throus
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our land, from one extremity to the other; and in
all this land of boasted religious freedom, this
land of bibles, of bible societies, of tract societies,
of missionary socictics, of education societies,
and of various other benevolent institutions, all
of which profess to have for their grand object
the melioration of the condition of fallen man ;
I say, in all this land of boasted freedom, of re-
ligious enterprise, of professed picty, where is the
 christian editor, the conductor of a religious pa-
per, who hag written a solitary column on this
momentous subject to expose this foul system of
self-righteousness, impiety and murder! Is there
one?* There may be those who have written a
few lines, and published now and then an article.
But of all this class of editors, of all denomina-
tions, I know not one who has taken a decided
course, to develop this iniquity, and to scatter
light among the churches of Christ.

It is truly a day of wonders! Christians are
doing great things to extend the triumphs of the
Cross. " But does ardent piety keep along with
their doings? Are they as much distinguished
for sobriety, heavenly-mindedness, brotherly love,
self-denial, a separation from the world, a love
and zeal for truth, as they are for liberality?
Was there ever a period in which they appeared
more attached to mere show, to something with
Which the enemies of christianity shall be pleased,
than at the present? Were they ever more shy
of bearing the reproach of Christ? In the midst
of us—in the midst of all the efforts which are

i Since the above was written, (which was in 1828,) several reli-
s10u8 journals have come out on this subject.
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made to evangelize the world, a system exists;
- 'which professes to be religious, and which mocks
the Saviour, the hope of the Christian, and the
very existence of the church: yet those editors
who profess to gunard the purity of the church, b
{urnish her witﬁ a knowledge of the most inler-
esting movements of the day, dare not investi-
gate the claims of this system. They will mi-
nutely detail the sufferings, persecutions, and
success of missionaries among the heathen—wil
g1ve us an impartial history of the doings of bible
societies—will tell us of the great success which
attends the circulation of tracts—have much 0
say about the utility of Sabbath schools—urge
their brethren to greater diligence — declaim
against the errors of different denominations—
contend for their own particular sentiments, and
1f any one becomes a heretic and opposes the
faith, denounce him and caution the churches
heware of him; but when all is in da,ngel’;,“"he”
the gates of hell threaten the very foundation 01
which rests the kingdom with all its hopes, they
are mute. The pen of the historian has never, i
any age of the world, recorded a circumstanct
more surprising! Could these men have an 8%
surance, such a one as they would rely upon, thaf
there is no more to be lost in discussing masonry:
than there is in talking about baptism, or church
government, or the errors of popery, those who
are not bound by the cable-tow, or do not hvej
within the sphere of its attractive influenct
would, no doubt, fill a considerable share of thell

columns on this subject. They would do theV

duty.
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Objections are often raised against discussing
masonry in a relégious paper. Kfforts have heen
made by masons to prevent this.  Why should
not masonry he discussed in a religious journal ¥
It professes to be a religions institution.  Can
any sound reagon be offered, why the claims of a
religious, or cven a moral institution, should not
be fairly investigated in a religious paper? Is
masonry such a contemptible thing as to disgrace
the columns of such a paper? The laboring point
with masons is not, that masonry ought not to be:
examined in a religious paper. Give them power,
and see if they would not seal the columns of’
every paper in existence, political as well as reli-
gious.” Their hostility is no greater towards a
religious paper than towards a political one,
which comes out on this subject. ~An effort by
them to close the columns of any paper, earries.
in it, a tacit acknowledgment, that their cause
will not bear examination—else, why should they
be unwilling to have it examined? Do they feel
able to defend it? Are they satisfied that the
public, on a free investigation of it, will become:
convinced that it is, what it professes to be? Il
they were, would they not be the most forward to
urge on such an investigation, in every paper
which eirculates? But an effort to prevent this,
is, I repeat it, a tacit acknowledgment that then
cause is weak, and that a fair discussion would
overthrow it. "The merits of a good cause, when
known by a fair test, never fail to secure from the
public, a cordial support. Says Mr. Locke (in his
“ Conduct of the Understanding,”) *“For if what
2 man holdg, be, as he gives out, well fenced with
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evidence, and he sees it to be true, what need he
tear to put it to the proof? If his opinion be
settled upon o firm foundation—if the arguments
that support it, and have obtained his assent, b
clear, good, and convincing, why should he be shy
to have it tried, whether they be proof or not !
He whose assent goes beyond his evidence, 0w
this excess of his adherence only to prejudice, an
does in effect own 4t, when he refuses to heal
what is offered against it, declaring thereby, that
it is not evidence he seeks, but the quiet enjoy:
ment of the opinion, he is fond of, with a forwar
condemnation of all that may stand in opposition
to it, unheard and unexamined.”

What an astonishing contrast there 1s, betWeeh
the conduct of these apostles of masonry,an the
conduct of our Lord Jesus Christ! His caus
and His claims are presented before the world—
before all classes of men, for a fair investigatiot:
All have the privilege, and all are commance
t0 examine for themselves, and no man is bou®

to believe in him without evidence. « Search
the scripture,” says he; and again—* 1t 1 Sg ‘
not.

not the works of my Father, believe me I,
He did not require the Jews to believe & bun
as the promised Messiah, without presentinS be-
fore them, for their examination, such evidenc
as established the truth of his divine missio™
His cause is not a secret one; it is open for the
investigation of @/, But here is a class of 1%
who profess to be followers of this same J es.usﬁ
to copy bis examples, who have a cause whie

they say is the same in substance with his cats®
Yetare unwilling that one word should be spoker,
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written, or published about it, with a design of
Jooking into its nature. Our cause, say they, iy
a secres one, and shall not be examined.
That masonry ought not to be discussed in o
. paper, because it professes to be devoted to re-
(tzon, is an objection of no weight,  Here is the
very place to investigate 1t, and the pens of
christian editors are the proper instrumentalities
by which it ought to be done. Masonry professes
"t0 be religious, has erept into the churches, has
produced, and is still producing, a great deal of
-trouble there. The question, what 1tis? whether
1t ought to be fellowshiped, or disfellowshiped ?
18 deeply interesting to the church, stands inti-
mately connected with its peace and prosperity.
‘How will this question ever be decided, and the
_Peace of Zion established, unless the subject can
be fairly presented, that people may see and
judge for themselves? What method can be
‘better adapted to accomplish the derired end,
than a candid investigation of the subject in are-
ligious paper which circulates extensi-vely among
different churches? Ilere, 1 say, is the very
Place to investigate it. What possible, plausible
-objection can be raised against it? The pope is
aware, that the free circulation of the holy scrip-
tures would expose his iniquity, the weakness
and even wickedness of his claims. So the free
discussion of masonry, in a religious journal,
would expose the unchristian nature of the insti-
-tution. This, we have reason to believe, is the
‘very thing which its advocates fear.
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SIIOWING THE IMPROPRIETY OF PRETENDING TO LEAVE
FREEMASONRY WITIIOUT RENOUNCING ITS
OBLIGATIONS.

YW Bever . , L eemerrate. Saili
e o o S A Sl
or. vi.: 17. ' )
. -B. Specnlative freemasonry has
18 still producing, great afflictions in Zion. U
desirable that something should be done, which
shall remove thege a.ﬁiict.ionS, and restore nar
mony. I am opposed to the institution; am
ever have been; it is corrupt, and ought to be
abolished ; but I cannot go to the extent which
some do, ,
A. There are many who profess to be O‘PPOSG“II
“0 masonry, but their theory and practice are
very distant apart. They talk as you do; ¢ 3‘?
masonry is corrupt and ought to be abohshed'a
but they are very cautious not to make an € 0.1]
to accomplish this desirable end. They wil
Whlspel_' against masonry with closed doors, but
in public the whole weight of their influence; 1"
00 many instances, goes to countenance 1tS ex-
1stence, and to weaken the hands and defeat the
efforts of those who labor to effect its overthro‘_‘ﬁ
B. If those who belong to the institution “.ql
leave it, and will have nothing more to do with
it, and will forsake the Lodges, what more ¢
we ask ? = :

PI'Oduced, an'(:l.
It is
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. Let me understand you. Do you mean to
require them to renounce all connection with the
institution, and to absolve themselves jfrom all

allegiance (¢ inasonic oaths ?

B. T cannot go so far; this is a point which
we cannot touch.

A. T hope, sir, to be able to convince you, that
this is the very point which we must touch, or
we may as well let the subject entirely alone.

€. Our war is not with men, but with princi-
ples; not with masons, but with masonry; and
our object is, to destroy the institution, 700t and
branch ; -and not to fix on something which shall
produce a temporary peace, and leave masonry
standing, bidding defiance to “the world in
arms,” to put it down. We must therefore
adopt such means as shall accomplish the end.

A. Youareright. But to what does it amount
for persons to say, that they will have nothing
more to do with masonry, and still hold them-
selves members of the institution, or bound b¥
its oaths, to obey its laws, usages, and customs?

¢. It does not remove the cvil!

4. Tt does not touch the cvil. And this is
the thing for which masons are now.strugghng.
"They are making every effort in their power to
persuade churches to be satisfied with this com-

romise, and to go along with something which
shall leave masonry untouched as an evil.  Let
churches pass resolutions, that they wi.l not fel-
lowship their members who are masons, unless
they will agree to let masonry alone, and to for-
sake the Lodges; and if they do not require them
to renounce their counection entirely and forever

S
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with the institution, there are but few masons in
;lsheir connection, who would not readily comply-
They are now driven to such close quarters, that
they will do almost anything and everything,
but the very thing which they ought to do, &.ll(l-
which shall destroy the institution. Require
them to come to the root of the matter—to It-
nounce masonic oaths, and the institution as
wicked, and you touch the apple of their eye.
- L3. But if they will let masonry alone, forsake
the Lodges, and do nothing to support the instr
tution, why will it not remove the evil ? .
A. Because, it leaves them in full possession
of the depraved principles of masonry, menmbers
of the institution, and masons as much as they
‘ever were; and were it not for the opposition
with which they now meet, they would, for
ought we know, as cheerfully support it now as
ever they did. They do not agree to cease Sul”
porting 1t, because they believe it to be_ an e
which no man ought to support; but becaust
their brethren are grieved with them; or pe”
haps they cannot hold a standing in the chureh
without taking this step. They are under th¢
necessity of doing it. There are men, even -
isters of the gospel, who tell their brethren that
they have -nothing to do with masonry, and do
not intend to have ; but at the same time they
will reproach those who labor to overthrow 1t
and will even tell what they know is not trué
support their cause. Some go so far as to S3J
that before they will renounce masonry as an evill,
they will suffer an exclusion from the churct:
It pleases them remarkably to have churches ant
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assoclations pass resolutions, like the one follow-
ing, which was adopted by a Baptist Association:
“Liesolved, That we heartily recommend to our
brethren as individuals and churches, that they
wholly abstain from advocating or associating
with free masonry, publicly or privately, in any
of its forms, and from contributing to its support.
And also, that churches and individuals be satis-
“fied with their members and brethren who adopt
and pursue this course on the subject.” Masons,
themselves, even those who say that they will be
expelled from the church, before they will re-
nounce the institution, would sit down cheerfully
and write this resolution, and then subscribe to
1t, and urge others to; for they know, (with due
deference to the piety and judgment of the body
Who passed the resolution,) I say they know, that
1t effects nothing towards destroying masonry.
It is saying, in substance, that our brethren may
remain in connection with that corrupt institu-
tion and hold to its anti-christian principles, if
they will not be active; ‘whereas, the connection
which they have formed, must be dissolved, and
the principles to which they have sworn, must be
renounced as wicked, then we shall know where
they are, and on what ground they stand, and
what to call them. A church member who is a
mason, and who can by no means brook the idea
of separating from masonry as an evil, took up 2
religious paper and read the following article
from the pen of the editor :—* If brethren be-
longing to the order come to a church and say,
“brethren we have now done with the institution
of speculative free masonry, we will no longer
s3
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attend Lodges, nor directly nor indirectly con-
nive at or support them; to us this would be
perfectly satisfactory.” ~Atter perusing it, he
observed, “T can subscribe to this.” Well he
might, for it does not touch the institution as an
evil.  If we go no farther than thig, in our at-
tacks on masonry, it may stand for ages, decked
with its borrowed plumes and glittering m 1t3
false pretensions, .

(!." Are masons who pretend to comply With
stch resolutions perfectly honest, unless they ré-
nounce all connection with the institution ?

A, It is difficult to conceive how they can be;

for a mason who heartily and honestly agreesnot
‘to advocate masonry, nor to associate with 1t
publicly or privately, in any of its forms, nor di-
rectly or indirectly to -connive at it, or Suppm”5
1t, will “ go the whole load,” and separate from
the institution as from an abomination which he
abhors.  If he does not, there is room to suspect
his honesty, and even to charge him with dupll-
city. The course itself connives at masonry, a
the weight of his character goes to support 1t
It 1s understood so by the fraternity ; his namo
makes one among them. In heart he approves
of the institution, or he would publicly disa}”
prove of it by his conduct, for ¢ out of the abund-
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”
(. But if he does not renounce masonic oath%
13 he not bound to obey the laws, usages, an¢
customs of the institution ?

A. Certainly ; and for a man to pretend that
hg will have nothing to do with masonry in any
of 1ts forms, and will do nothing to support ity
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and yet will not renounce masonic oaths, and
declare them null and void, is a great absurdity;
1t is a plain contradiction. For he has sworn
“to obey all signs and swmmons given, handed,
sent or thrown to him, from the hand of o
brother, or from the body of a legally consti-
tuted Lodge.” This oath he has not, and says
he cannot renounce. Should he be summoned to
attend a Todge Meeting, 2 masonic funeral, or
any other masonic parade, he must go; considers
himself bound to go. Should he sce a brother
magon give the sign of distress, he must fly to
his relief at the risk of his life, though that
brother may be defending or supporting masonry.
Should a master mason require him to go on his
errand, and should that errand be to aid in a
conspiracy to kidnap and murder; or to do any-
thing else to defend or support masonry, he must
co if he has to go barefoot and bareheaded.
Should he be required to conceal the crimes of a
brother mason, when called to testify against
him, he must do it; and we may depend that he
will do it, unless he will renounce the oath by
which he is hound to do it. He has sworn to
support the constitution of the Grand Lodge of
the United States, and of the Grand Lodge of the
state in which he lives; and if he is a Royal
Arch mason, he has sworn to support the Con-
stitution of the Grand Chapter of the United
States, and of the Grand Chapter of the state 1n
which he lives. These oaths he has not, and
says he cannot renounce. These constitutions,
therefore, he must and will support. Now,
Where is his consistency in saying that he will
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do nothing directly, nor indirectly, to SUPPOYE
the institution, yet will not renounce these oaths:
Is there not reason to doubt his honesty ? 'The
fact is, he will support the institution, or he will
renounce his masonic oaths; and if he pretends
to the centrary, to have nothing to do with mi-
sonry, and will not renounce these oaths, he ¥
not to be depended on; for he is bound to obey
the laws, usages and customs of the institutiol,
and to support it to all intents and purposes.
he does not separate from it as an evil, and 10 8
way which shall give people to understand that
he believes it to be an evil, the whole weight of
his influence goes to support it. By a masoni
sign he may give the mystic brotherhood to U
derstand, that he is a firm adherent of the order;
and at the same time say to the chureh, €I have
nothing to do with masonry.” A man may just
as well attend Lodge meetings once a week, 85
to pretend to have nothing to do with masonrys
Yet cling to its obligations. He would act more
like an honest man. =

B. Can we suppose that good men, and evel
ministers of the gospel will comply \Vl})h any
part of these oaths, after they say they will bave
nothing to do with masonry ?

A. What shall we suppose ? They have not,
and they say, that they cannot in CONSCLENCe re:
nounce them. A minister in high standings 3’:{ 1
a high mason, once told me, that before he Wou
do this, he would go to the rack. Now if the)[
cannot in comseience renounce them, then thel

~ can in conscience abide by them, and redugg
- them to practice. If they do not intend t0
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this, why do they not plainly and frankly tell us
80?7 This is all we ask: this would put the mat-
ter at rest.  But whether they will or will not de
the things contained in these oaths, these are
their sentiments, tho doctrine to which they
hold, and to which they feel most sacredly
bound. And believe me, sir, that more abomi
nable doctrine was never held to by any class of
deluded men.  Shall we hold men in good stand-
g in the church of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
‘even invest them with the oftice of the ministry,
who will not renounce this doctrine, in both
word and deed? |

~B. May not a man take a dismission {rom the
Lodge and withdraw from it, and be under nc
obligation to the institution?

A. No, sir. It is not so easy for a man to free
himself from the fangs of the monster. The
Lodge may give him a dismission, and grant him
the liberty of absenting from Lodge meetings,
oxcept when swmmoned. Then he must attend.
The oaths which he has taken are unconditional,
and bind him to the institution in all cases,
through life; and the only possible way he can
be independent of if, is to cast off the fetters and
chains which these unhallowed oaths have placed
upon him, and to turn his back on that sink of
sin and blaspheray, as righteous Lot did on
Sodom : and let him “remember Lot’s wife.”
~ C. Tf 3 mason will not renounce his oaths, he
i3 in many instances.a dangerous man, to say the
least. . |

A. That he is. If he is called as a witness
against a brother mason, he may, for ought we
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know, conceal the most important fact the
case: if he is a juror or a judge, he may obey the
sign of distress: if he is a Royal Arch mason, he
may “cspouse his brother’s cause, so far as to ex-
tricate him from his difficulty, whether he e
‘right or wrong.””  Whatever fair pro*[’osmzns'.i.} ¢
may make that he will have nothing to do with
masonry, until he shall tell us plainly, that fhesc
oaths are not binding upon hin, and shall give
us reason to believe that he means as he says, h.cf
is a dangerous man to trust in a court of justice;
Or 1n any other place where he has an opporf:umt}’
of acting according to his principles. After_él.
these men say about leaving masonry, and ha‘f}H%
nothing to do with it—ask them what thoy th.m'k‘
of it. The most of them will tell you that it 18
a good institution ; only it is abused by the co”
duct of bad members; and that those who opPost
1t ave ignorant of it. | -
 B. In leaving the Lodges and giving up th¢
practice of masonry, do they not manifest Hl‘
spirit of ‘the gospel, a spirit of christian forbea”
ance ? » | -
A, If masonry be a good institution, and 1@ ﬂj
be lawful for them to practice it, then in givibs
up this practice, without renouncing it as wic 'C;’-" ’
they manifest the spirit of the gospel; otherWise
they do not. T believe that masonry is a good
thing; that it is both scriptural and lwwful fo¥
me to practice it, but some of my brethren ¢
s0 ignorant and superstitious, as to think that 1f
18 a very wicked thing, and they are grieved with
me for having anything to do with il Now;
therefore, be it known to all men, that to mani-
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fest my christian forbearance towards these my
Ignorant and superstitious hrethren, T agree to
forsake the Tiodges, and give up the practice of
magonry.  How insulbting would this he?  For
every person who has dmpartially examined the
subject, knows, that a greater abomination than
masonry, never cursed the mhabitants of the
earth. 'When men leave masonry, as Martin -
ther left popery, and as the heathen leaves hig
idolg, it will 'do "to talk about their manifesting
the spirit of the gospel. How would it do for a
church member who had been in the practice of
attending balls and other parties of pleasure, to
come to the church and say, “brethren,I believe
that it is a good thing to attend balls and parties
of pleasure ; it is nothing more than a civil rec-
reation ; but seeing you think differently, and
have a difficulty with me for indulging in this
thing, for the sake of peace, I will agree to leave
this practice.” Do you think this would satisty
the church ?

B. No.

4. Then men must go further than merely to
leave the practice of masonry, unless they can
prove the institution to be good ; and if they can
do this, it is a most egregious wrong to ask them
to renounce it as evil, or even to leave its prac-
tice. Let every man cleave to that which is
good, and be diligent in the practice of that
which is good.

B. Had I taken the awful oaths of free ma-
sonry, I would never open my mouth on the
subject. I would be pertectly silent.

C. This would be wrong. According to this
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“dloctrine there never could he a veformation Of
cany kind. * If men must not renounce what 18
wrong and embrace what is right, theynever can
veform, and there never can be @ reformation on
~carth: and it is useless to preach the gospel, for
the grand object in this, is to persuade men to
~renounce what is wrong, and to embrace and
practice what is right. The greater their wrongs,
the greater the importance of - renouncing then.
But if your doctrine be true, the gospel can have
no influence, and there never can be a soul saved
~trom gin. Indeed, it ought not to be preached;
- and men ought not to reform.
B. But those who renounce masonic oaths, d¢-
- grade themselves, and render themselves unwor-
‘thy of confidence. | L
- A. Nothing has surprised me more thal to
- hear this language from professors of christian-
Jity. o say that it is a disgrace for a mal to
‘renounce the blasphemous oaths administered 1
-masonic Lodges, is like saying that it is @ A%
~grace for the ignorant Hindoo to renounce b
-caste, and the worship of his gods. Shall he P
“loaded with disgrace for this noble deed, which
is required by his Maker, and over which the &1-
~gels in heaven rejoice? Why then disgrace “
.man for renouncing magonry, which is 1nob ¢
whit behind that foul system of Hindoo 1dolat1'}’i

Those who renounce masonry are often attel}ﬂ?te(,,
| o maliciois

_persecator, ag Luther and his companions Wﬁ‘:i
VoW

~for renouncing popery, and violating their .
-of celibacy, But their conduct is honorab H
+highly honorable in the eyes of Jehovah, and &

-to be disgraced by the tongue of th
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holy beings, and will be approved ab the judg-
men scab of Christ.

(! There are masons who are estecimed  as
pious men, and who consider it a disgrace to ve-
hounce magonic oaths.

A, Undoubtedly there are. One thing is-—ma-
sonry has made them popular. 16 has introduced
them into the socicty of men of high standing,
among whom, to be zcalous I MUSONTY, SCenres
the highest degree of popularity.  Now, to re-
nounce masonry, they must at the same time
renounce all the popularity which they have
gained by becoming masons. Thewr popularity
and their masonry, in many instances, go to-
oether. They must sink in the esteem of this
class of popular men, and part with their friend-
ship, and even fall bencath their censures. This
is humiliating ; and here is where the subject
pinches. |
(. Those who still adhere to masonic oaths,
~ practically justify the kidnapping and murder of
Morgan. | o .

A. Tndeed, sir, they do. No man is able to
vindicate them from this charge. 'That Morgan
has been murdered by masons, and in strict con-
formity to the very oaths which these men say
they cannot renounce, does not admit of a doubt.

B. But they do not understand it so.

A. Well, how do they understand 1t? Let the
institution speak for itself; and you must allow
that actions speak louder than words. Now,
many of those kidnappers have been openly con-
victed, (some from their own mouths,) and con-
demned in our courts of justice, and have suffer-

ig &) .
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ed, or are now suffering in the prisons of out
country ; but not one of them has heen expelled
from any Lodge or Chapter under heaven; an

some of them, since they committed the outrage,
have been “®rATSED” to places of masonic honors
and money has been appropriated by the imstibu-
tion to defend and support them. What ghall
we understand by this? ‘

. Tt furnishes the most incontrovertible prool
that they are justified hy the principles of the
order, and are considered as martyrs, and not as
criminals, | :

A. You are right: and members of churches,
and ministers of the gospel are clinging t0 thesc
bloody principles, and are saying that they can-
not in conscience renqunce them. Whatever they
may say, -or whatever they may feel, their ¢ol%
duct certainly justifies -this infamous deed ot
death, and théir influence supports the very laws
according to which it was executed.

B3, You carry things too far. .

A. No, siv: “I speak the words of truth and
soberness.” These men as well know, that Mor-
gan’s life was the forfeit of what he did, and that
masonic oaths required thatit should be taken—
I say, they as well know thig, (unless they arc,
strangely deluded,) as they know that the laws Of‘-
onr land require that a murderer ghould be pub
to.death. 1t is a matter of surprise, that any
church on earth should hold them in fe]lov.fshll’:
after having shown them the nature of the 1.11st1~
tution, unless they will renounce their allegianct
to it. Seeing you think it a matter of go MuCH



DIALOGUE. 3l

delicacy to renounce masonic oaths, et me ack
-ou, do you believe that they are virtuous?

3. Idonot. They are extremely viclous; fit
only to bo administered in the seeret conclaves
of handitti,

A. Do you believe that they are lawful ?

722 T do not. They are unlawinl in thenr -
turc; and arc obtained and administered in an
unlawful manner.

1. Well, do you believe that extremely vicious
4 unlawful oaths are binding ?

5. T must confess that they cinnof he bind-
For if wicked and unlawful oaths are
oy are in every case s s
e damse] was bimdimg:
s who Dound - them-
v wonld netther cat
aul, was hind.

g,
hinding in one ecase, 1h
(hen, Herod’s oath to {1
and the oath of those Jiéw
«olves under a curse that the
nor drink, until they had Killed P
mng.

1L You frecly
wicked and unlawfu
not binding. s 1t not t
mason on carthy to renounee these
unlawful oaths ?

72 1t certainly s

Sy,

qdmit that masonie oathsar
, aned that such oiaths are
he duty, theno of every
. \\'i!'}».- o :l]!!l

Phe reasoning 1< conelu-

done wrony i the fir-t -

(" 'I'hey have : . in
NI TR Y “'1{'11'1.\‘ w hiien
l +l !h':l““ ‘\'.H:t! Tis

~fanee, 10 j(lill il N

requires i harbarons cath and 2 i

conceeal itseli from public seruim). i s e
Jone wronge, 1o swall without anv m-n:!::‘:nt .
whatevers that they will dog the v Ronae et e
And they have done wrons
imstitution np to this dav.

v A TRt Lt
LY.
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A. 'This wrong they ought to confess and re-
nounce, and to bear public testimony ugainst il.
This the word of (tod requires. Leviticus v. 4,
5. “Orifasoul swear, pronouncing with his

lips to do evil or to do good, whatsoever it be

that a man pronounceth with an oath ; and if
be hid from him ; when he knoweth of it, then
he shall be guilty in one of these. And it shall
be when he shall be guilty in one of these things,
that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that
thing.” This passage is right to the point. Ma-
sons swear to do something ; but when they
- swear, the thing which they swear to do is Aéd
- Jrom them. They do not know whether it be

good or evil; and no matter which it is; they
have done wrong, and are bound to confess that
they have sinned in pronouncing such an oatl.
To leave the practice of magonry without ré-
nouncing 1ts principles as corrupt and wicked,18
healing slightly the hurt of God’s people ; and
there are men of sufficient discernment in al-
most every church to see this. It is devoutly
hoped that such men will do their duty; wil
not rest, nor give rest to Zion, until she has pu-
vified herself from these abominations.

5. Then it is your opinion, that nothing but
a final renunciation of the institution and its ob-
ligations as evil, will effect a radical cure, an¢
settle the peace of Zion.

A. 1 am decidedly of this opinion. Let our
brethren who are masons do this, and we shall
have peace in all our borders. But if churches
attempt to get along with something short o
this, and which does not quite heal the wound,:
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they will have trouble.  For there ever will he
those, and not a few cither, who cannot sub-
seribe to this; and they never ought to unless it
can he shown that masonry is nob an evil, and
that church members have not done wrong in
connecting with it and supporting it |

. The doings of some churches are highly
commendable, and arc worthy of being imitated
hy all churches of cvery denomination,

. They arve. The resolutions which they have
adopted lay the axe at the root of the tree. Lict
these resolutions be carried into effect generally.
and masonry cannot find even o sceret corner in
the church of Christ, in which to hide its un-
numbered heads. A Baptist convention, held at
Livonia, Livingston county, N. Y., August 27,
1828, composed of delegates from four associa-
tiong, besides unassociated churches, and visiting
brethren, passed, among others, the following
resolutions |

vesolved, That it is the duty of every gospel
church, having masonic brethren in connection,
faithfully to labor with such, and in case of their
refusal to renounce fealty to, and fellowship for
the ingtitution, and the institution as evil, to ex-
clude them from the church.

“ Llesolved, That it is the duty of the profess-
ed ministers of Clirist, who are masons, publicly
to dissent from all connection with, and renounce
all fealty to the masonic institution, and the in-
stitution as wicked, and in case of their refusal,
that they should he disfellowshiped by the
churches.”
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The Sencca Baptist association passed the fol-
lowine resolutions : | |
“ Lesolved, That we  recommend Lo 'l:|1(a
churches composing this body, not to receive
nor hold in fellowship, any masonic brother, u-
less hie renounces all connection with the insti-
stitution, and gives notice thercof to the chureh
of which he i1s 8 member.
“ Resolved, That we will not receive into out
-fellowship, any church minister, or brother, who
has any fellowship with the institution of free-
masonry, or holds himself hound to obey any ol
its laws, usages or customs.” The same resolu-
tions, in substance, were passed by the Saratoga
association, ' .
At a quarterly meeting of the Methodist
society on Conhocton eircuit, Howard, Steuben
county, Sept. 8, 1828, the following resolutions.
among others, were passed : o
“ Lesolved, That we will not henceforth hold
any religious fellowship with any member of the
masonic fraternity, until he wholly renounces
the institution, =~ S
“ Llesolved, That we will neither, knowingly:
Jear nor support any preacher who is a freemd-
son, until he complies with the above resolu-
fions.” o
At a meeting of the Methodist society on the
Sencea circuit, April 15, 1828, the following reso-
Iutions were adopted : _
“Liesolved, That we, as christians, cannot in
«onscience hold fellowship with such members
of oar church, cither private or official charac-
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ters, a3 adhore to the masonic sociely, or who do
hob renounce all connection with the fraternity.

“ Lesolved, That we cannot hear, followship
Or suppore any preacher who adheres o the or-
der, or who* does nol publicly renounce the
same,™
~ This is making clean work in the house of the
Lord, Tt is doing husiness faithfully.

L. Then if masons will not submit to these
resolutions, they must be exeluded, must they
not ? T

<. Let them first be labored with according
0 the rules of the gospel, and if they cannot he
teclaimed, they must be excluded.

L. But is not this arbitrary ? Is it not tyran-
1zing over men’s consciences®  What have we to
o with men’s consciences ?

A. If we have nothing to do with nen'’s oM~
sciences, what did Paul mean when le said..
“Commending ourselves to every man’s consci-
ence 1 the sight of God ¥ 2 Cor. iv. 2. The
Apostles had to do with men’s consciences 7 and
80 have we.  Qur whole business on this, as well
a8 on all moral subjects, is with men’s consci-
ences. We are to use all justifiable means to
pursuade them to possess “good consciences ;™
(such as will not allow them to hold to masomuic
Oaths.) Butif we cannot sncceed in obtaining
this end, does the word of God require us to -
hold them in fellowship 7 - Is 1t tyranny to dis-
fellowship them, when we know, according to
}:1‘10. bible that their consciences arc not right?
Phere i3 nothing arbitrary in the case. For they
“WC as much at liberty as any other class of men
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are, to enjoy their own opinion, and 'i;Q bel 1.(_3\@{.
and practice what they please ol masonry, 01 '(1)(*
any other subject; but are they tn,c)ﬁ at ﬂl(‘ﬁ;l]“\
time, accountable to the c¢hureh for whab the
believe and practice?
B. Certainly, they are. e
. Well, if the doctrine which they i)el_lrc‘"‘“l’.
an® will not give up, is repugnant to the ]ELW‘.S Q)ﬁf
tod and man, and a disgrace to the caust t;.‘
christianity, is it arbitrary for the ohmr'ch_ t0 cix :
ercise its discipline, and exclude them? 0}}8' },{
- they not to be expelled for their corrupt pPrice
ples, as well ag for their wnchristian pracieces:
B. The reasoning is fair and conclusive. N
. I do not see why it is more 3,1-131@11}’] ©
exclude men for masonry, if that 1s an evil, than
to exclude them for any other evil. .
A, Just so. When members of a @}_‘111%'011,‘ 13}_
ordinary cases, depart from the faith of 110 20“
pel, and embrace sentiments which, 1 the \t"lme"\'
of the church, are opposed to that faith, 1(_;1.
expect to be excluded; and no one t.h}n]\sfh.P
alling it arbitrary. It is barely exercising {h(\-
authority which Jesus Christ has lodged m tht
- church. o . - Vi poa-
L. I must acknowledge that your C&nd’“ 1.%}&
soning has corrected many of my views on
important subject.
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THE MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN, CONEESSED
VY TIE OMAN WIHO, WITH HIS OWN  HANDS,
PUSHED M OUT OF THE BOAT INTO NIAGAILA
RIVER' |

- The following acconnt of that tragical scenc
18 taken from a pamphlet entitled, « Confession.
of the murder of Willlam Morgan, as taken
down by Dr. John L. Emery, of Racine county,
Wisconsin, in the summer of 1848, and now
(1849) first given to the public:” o
~ This “ Confession™ was taken down as related
by Henry 1. Valance, who acknowledges himself
to have heen one of the three who were selected
to make a final disposition of the ill-fated victim
of masonic vengeanee. T'his confession 1t scems
was made to his physicians, and in view of his
approaching dissolution, and published after hig
decease. =~ .

After committing that horrid deed he wag, as
might well be expected, an unhappy man, by day
and by night.  He was much like Cain—*“a fu-
gitive and a vagabond.” To use his own words,
o where 1 would, or do what I would, it was
mmpossible for me to throw off the consciousness
of crime. If the mark of Cain was not upon
me, the curse of the first murderer was—the
blood-stain was upon my hands and counld not

be washed out.” N
He therefore commences his confesrion thus:
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My last hour is approaching ; and as the things
of this world fade from y mental sight, I feel
the necessity of making, as far as in my power
lies, that atonement which every violator of the
sreat law of right owes to his fellow men.”  In
this violation of law, he says, “1T allude to the
abduction and murder of the ill-fated William
Morgan.” . -
He proceeds with an interesting narrative of
‘the proceedings of the fraternity in reference to
Morgan, while he was incarcerated in the magi-
7ine of Fort'Niag&m. I have room for a few
extracts only, showing the final disposition of
their alleged criminal. Many consultations were
held, “many plans proposed and discussed, and
rejected.” At length being driven to the neces-
s1ty of doing something immediately for fear of
weing exposed, it was resolved in a council of
"ilghFa‘tImB he must die: must be consigned to &
. confinement from which there is no possibility
of escape—ine GraAvE.” Three of their nun
ber were to be selected by ballot to execute the
g}eed. - “Hight pieces of paper were procured,
tive of which were to remain blank, while the
setter D was written on the others.  "These picces
of paper were placed in a large box, from which
“ach man was to draw one at the same moment.
After drawing, we were all to separate, without
looking at the paper that cach held in his hand.
‘Do soon as we had arrived at a certain distance
from the place of rendezvous, the tickets were
to be cxamined, and those who held blanks were
10 veturn instantly to their homes ; and those
who should hold marked tickets were to proceed
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to the fort at midnight, and there put Morgan to
death, in such a manner as should seem to them-
selves most fitting.”  Mr, Valance was one of
the three who drew the ballots on which was the
signal letter,  1le returned to the fort, where he
was joined by his two companions, who had
drawn the death tickets. Arrangements were
made immediately for executing the sentence
passed upon their prisoncr, which was to sink
hinm in the river with weights; in hope, says Mr.
Valance, “that he and our crime alike would
thus be buried beneath the waves.” His part
was to proceed to the magazine where Morgan
was confined, and announce to him his fate-—
their’s was to procure a boat and weights with
which to sink him. Morgan, on being informed
of their proceedings against him, demanded by
What'authority they had condemned him, and
who were his judaes. e commenced wring-
ing his hands, and talking of his wife and child-
Fen, the recollections of whom, in that awful
- hour, terribly aftected him. His wife, he said,
was young and inexperienced, and his children
were but infants ; what would become of them
were he cut off, and they even ignorant of his
fate 27 What husband and father would not be
“terribly affected” under such circumstances—
to be eat off from among the living in this inhu-
man manner ?

Mr. Vs comrades returned and informed h in
that thev had procured the boat and weights, and
that all things were in readiness on their part.
Morgan was told that all his remonstrances
were idle, that die he must, and that soon, even



Oy

336 | CONFESSION,

before the morning light. The feckngs of the
husband and father weve still strong within him,
and he continued to plead on hehail of hig fam-
ily. They gave him one half hour to prepare
tor his “inevitable fate.” They retived from.
the magazine and left him. *Ilow Morgan pass-
ed that time,” says Mr. Valance, I cannot tell,
but everything Was quict as the temb within.”
At the expiration of the alloted time, they en tered
the magazine, laid hold of their victim, “hound
his hands behind him, and placed a gag in.hlS
mouth.” They then led him forth to execution.
“A short time,” says this murderer, hrought
a8 to the boat, and we all entered it—Morgan
“being placed in the bow with myself, along side
of him. My comrades took the oars, and the
hoat was rapidly forced out into the river. 'Lhe
night was pitch dark, we could scarcely see @
yard before us, and therefore was the time admi-
rably adapted to our hellish purpose.” Iaving
reached a proper distance from the shore, the
oarsmen ceased their labors. The weights welt
all secured together by a strong cord, and another
cord of equal strength, and of several yards m
length procceded from that. “This cord,” says
Mr. V., “T took in my hand [did not that hzmd'
tremble P and fastened it around the body ol
Morga:n, just above his hips, using all my skill to
make it fast, so that it would hold.  Then,in &
whisper, I bade the unhappy man to stand -up»
m}d after a'momentary hesitation he comphed‘
with my order. He stood close to the head Of
the boat, and there was just length enough of
rope from his person to the weights to preve nt
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any strain, while he was standing. I then re-
quested one of my associates to assist me in 1ift-
ing the weights from the bottom to the side of
the boat, while the other steadied her from the
stern.  "I'his was done, and, as Morgan was stand-
ing with his back towards me, I approached him,
and gave him o strong push with both my hands,
which were placed on the middle of his back.
e fell forward, carrying the weights with him,
and the waters closed over the mass. We re-
mained quiet for two or three minutes, when my
companions, without saying a word, résumed
their places, and rowed the boat to the place
from which they had taken 1t.” |

This was the melancholy end of William Moy-
gan, who, for revealing the secrets of Free Ma-
sonry was kidnapped and murdered. Thisconfes-
sion bears every mark of being what 1t purports
to be. And so far as human testimony has been
able to reach the case, it confirms the truth of
the confession. It has ever been supposed, by
all candid and unprejudiced persons, that some-
what after this manner, Morgan met his doom.

In view of this midnight deed of masonic ven-
geance, shall we quote the language of the Knight
Templar, Knight of Malta, and Grand Chaplain
of Washington Encampment, (Bradly,) aud
shout— | |

““ Hail! masonry divine,
Glory of ages shine!”

How did this glory of ages shine on the dark
waters of Niagara, when they closed over that
smkin g mass, and the Waﬂ of death went up mmto
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the cars of Ilim who hears the cry of the op-
pressed ?  Masonry divine! for all such bloody
deeds which have been committed under thy
sanction, (and God knows how many they num-

her,) thouw must answer in the day ol linal
accounts!. |
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