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A Different Part 
of the Forest





 1

Once upon a time, there was a majestic
pine tree who fell in love with…



2

a very beautiful leafy tree.



 3

They got married and went to live in a 
peaceful forest.



4

They were very happy.



 5

One day they bought a darling puppy…



6

that grew into a huge dog.



 7

They were all very happy.



8

Then, to their great joy, they had two 
precious babies.



 9

The first was a little pine tree, just like 
his daddy.



10

T he second was a little leafy tree,
just like her mommy.



 11

The dog loved both children so much that 
he thought his heart would burst.



12

The mother and father loved the children so much
that they thought their hearts would burst.



 13

Their grandmas and grandpas loved the children so 
much they thought their hearts would burst.



14

No children were surrounded by 
more love.



 15

They were all very happy.



16

Several years went by.



 17

Then something very sad happened.



18

The daddy pine tree and the mommy
 leafy tree weren’t happy anymore.



 19

They still loved their dog.
Nothing could ever change that!



20

They still loved their children.
Nothing could ever change that!



 21

But their feelings for each other had changed, and 
they decided they couldn’t be married any more.



22

“Is it my fault?” asked the dog. “Did I chew up
too many pillows or bark too much or bury 
too many bones in the back yard?”



 23

“No, no! A thousand times, no!” answered the 
mommy and daddy, and they gave the dog a big hug 
and kiss to let him know they meant what they said.



24

“Is it our fault?” asked the children. “Did we leave 
too many toys on the floor or make too much noise 
or forget to brush our teeth too many times?”



 25

“No, no! A thousand times, no!” answered the mommy 
and daddy, and they gave the children a big hug and 
kiss to let them know they meant what they said.



26

“Then whose fault is it?” they all asked.



 27

“It is no one’s fault. These things just happen
sometimes,” replied their mommy and daddy.



28

“What will 
happen now?” 
asked the 
dog and the 
children.



 29

“Daddy and I are going to live in different parts of the 
forest,” said the mommy tree. 



30

“Where will I live?” asked the dog.



 31

You will live with me because they don’t allow 
dogs in Mommy’s part of the forest,” said the 
daddy tree.



32

“Where will we live?” asked the children.



 33

“Some days you will live with me in my part of the 
forest and some days you will come back here and 
live with your daddy,” said the mommy tree. 



34

“Can we still love both of you?” asked the dog 
and the children.



 35

“Of course!” the mommy and daddy replied.



36

“Will we still have our 
grandmas and grandpas, 
and can we still love them, 
and will they still love us, 
and can we still spend time 
with them just like before?”



 37

“Of course!” the mommy and 
daddy trees replied.



38

“Me, too,” said the little 
leafy tree.

“I feel the same way,” 
said the little pine tree.

“It sounds like a good 
plan, but I am feeling 
scared and sad about it,” 
said the dog.



 39

“All of us feel that way now, but—after a while—all 
of us will get used to our new family plan, and we 
will be fine,” said the mommy and daddy trees. 



40

In time, that’s exactly what happened.



 41

And they all lived happily, but differently, 
ever after.
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