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A Review of Liberal Arts Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture series
“Modern Society and People A&B” (Part 7)

Rika Matsumoto ' Yuka Shigemitsu > Kazuhito Ozawa ° Toshinao Takizawa"*

Part 7 reviews Liberal Arts Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture series
“Modern Society and People A&B” which we offer at Tokyo Polytechnic University in the academic
year of 2013. In Chapter 1, Matsumoto is devoted to reviewing her lecture. Her lecture was to make
students motivate to study science and technology. She introduced current energy crisis and making
them to consider it. She also shows how and what the students discussed three scenarios for 2030
written by Japanese national policy unit. In Chapter 2, Shigemitsu overviews her lecture on
intercultural communication and globalism. She claims that the class and students should be
improved because students’ lack of fundamental knowledge about the theme and the theme seemed
to be beyond their comprehension. She addresses that the lecturer should give more accessible
examples to the students who are not in the global situation. She also mentions that students should
be given opportunities to develop their reading and writing skills. In chapter 4, Ozawa reviews his
lecture. His lecture was to make students understand the meaning of ‘University life’ and ‘how to
spend the time at school.” He also evaluates teaching effectiveness of his own lecture. In chapter 3
and finally, Takizawa stresses two points in his lecture: 1) it is necessary to promote the mutual
trust in various levels among people, 2) global society and local society need to be distinguished their
roles to face the problems which each of them carry. He also points out the problems in the overall
lecture series. The school should know in advance what students know and what they do not.
Students should develop their learning strategies. They also should have skills for express their
opinions in their own words. The researches for teaching and learning to overcome the problems
shown above are strongly required.
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