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A Review of Liberal Arts Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture
series “Modern Society and People A & B” (Part 6 )

Yuka Shigemitsu™'  Yoshiaki Ueno® Rika Matsumoto >

The purpose of this paper is to review Liberal Arts Education at a University level through the Omnibus
Lecture series “Modern Society and People A & B” which we offer at Tokyo Polytechnic University.
Chapter 1 illustrates the lecture on “intercultural communications” and evaluates reaction papers and
reports from the students. Chapter 2 summarizes its lecture description as follows: About 400 years ago,
many feudal lords in Kyushu became Christians and sent Tensho Juvenile envoy to Europe. After 8-year
journey, the envoy came back and introduced Western culture and technology into Japan in 1590. In Yedo
period, however, Western typographical printing technology was lost and Christianity was banned by the
Shogunate. Chapter 2 claims Japanese people must remember the facts correctly and share their experience
with other nations through literature and music. In Chapter 3, Matsumoto expects her lecture will make
students motivate to study science and technology. She aims at introducing current energy crisis and
making them to consider it. She also shows how the students have changed their opinions for Japanese
current energy policy after the Great East Japan Earthquake.
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