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Nanka in Ordinary Conversation and Its Grammaticalization: Is Nanka Only
"a Habit of Saying" to Make Introductory Remarks?

Lala Uchida

In this paper, I examine where nanka in ordinary conversations comes from. Here, 1 take into
consideration the relationship between nanka and "concept" (Halliday 1994:59) in "information unit"
(ibid.). From analysis and discussion, I point out (1) nanka is not "a habit of saying" to make introductory
remarks, but discourse marker which follows new concepts for hearers and (2) nanka is born of
metaphorical grammaticalization from pronoun and metonymic one from adverbial particle to discourse
marker. Moreover, | make clear the process of grammaticalization concerning nanka. That is, nanka is
derived from pronoun expressing what is unspecified. Later, influenced by adverbial particle, it marks the
whole utterances after nanka as something vague and is used in order to connect to clear contexts before
nanka. Then, it is grammaticalized as an expression that implies the speaker's attitude to or judgement on
what remains vague after nanka.
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@ "intonation unit" (Chafe 1994:57) ONE T, H 5D W35, FLT, 20 Ihidn MInsEUREE
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D&, g, HKE, HiL, LTLLAFRST

TR IR LR ERBERA Y > & — I BRaT
20001 9 A 48 =8



2 B T & KFEME Vol. 24 No.2 (2001)

TRALBNADLOTIERNI EBDD.

oz 2B L, Halliday (1994:59) (%
"information unit” ' fE#E L TV 5. ZAlL,
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Bk, 5N T2 A0 PRTE KRB/ 2 HB
HALIZIN TN,

7o, 8 (2000:76) TIX, [ZRAD] HBEED 3
ODKEEET D O b, FEARIIEE GEERLEET
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WA, RIBERBIIOCHETIEIAL, 120X
BEERLLTHEILTWVWALEERS.



4 B T3 RSAE Vol. 24 No.2 (2001)

KB oA (THe JHEE

SRR

B2 28 ( 37.3%)
A 20 ( 26.7%)
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01 E:B&BEATINFKEEZID,
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01 H:72An,
02 Fk.
03 2k=
04 YD A
—05 HAAMNS, AIZENWEEE ML T A,
HEA LT

06 o Thunwnb=,
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Pl ErAEREo TR0 b AEWVEEZHED
R TR RN BB 0D HDFEDES
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02 M: [9=A]
03 A7, FLOD=,

04 NA NeD=
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, RGO AT Bl EHT 5.
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02 FD, DRADI D=
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06 M:  [/12=]

07 S: [BLEE]
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10 EUEVO,
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BT HND.

6. BE
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Bl E TN ELTOEA I FO w72
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X T A AT=RAw—T— RN
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Traugott:1982) 723 5HEET 5,
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IO BLEIE, BACET A THES R TR
&F [einy) ORI, FHREL2ERZ®%ICHEX
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BRWEHED.

—%, %EFIL, BB [eAd 8- [E8E
BELTRYLTONTOWRNWERE O &8
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5, TlRVILT) OfF% T84 J&Lfﬁﬁbfm
DRT, By & 2EoffE, 2F 9 A b= —RYE
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6.2. LEED—FmE
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1 20=F
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9 "textual" (ibid.) T, RFENE~DEAD
REJE MW 72 X % 7R "expressive" (ibid.) ~ & X
B fThnsd Z LaHEHL.

LT 4 Ra—ARw—h— [l i) BDHBET
HEREERAEDEEONLEORK ] THB.
X126, T4Ra—R2—0— (7200 1T,
RAFAVBBFHOEELZ T2 LIZXY, %D
(REAREZRNE ] % TBRS7-8 2 ) AE X REIC
HEEL T ot EH N TEBE,

7. BHYIZ

ARTIE, AEEZRR A 1k, LT IO
SHY RETIHRL, MEFRIZE-TOHEREE
t#5?4x:—xv—w~f&5:&%%b
L FE T, TaRa—Re—h— (A i,
%ﬂ#%@fﬁ77 ERIBFENLDA =3 —
ZRT, EROHEFELEL TR LD L L TR
TRy, BERORAESSICTEE L OREE
RHW R ERREICEATT VT 3RBFICEILL T
WolcZtzH LM L.
P EofEiaiE, 7248 Taidy) MEiBEFEHRE L
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8 HR T RFAE Vol. 24 No.2 (2001)

E

2.

ILARFEIZ, AE (2000) (CINEBEARLIZLOT

HDH.
Transcription convention (cf. Du Bois et al
1993:88-89)

Transitional continuity

. - final . . continuing ? . appeal
= Lengthening
Pause ... : medium .. > short

.
J.

4. 85K (2000:66) (%,

@ : Laughter <@ (@> : Laugh quality
<Q Q> : Quotation quality

Hopper and Traugott (1993:xv) (Zfif\ >, FEFEIEH R
ZOWENEED 2T 7 A MR TIHEN 24
FEA BRI T LI 2@RLEERTD. £, —
FESEL Lo, ZAUE R0 LV SUERIEEE &
ERzE2LEZD.

(7phing DEFOHREE LT
[EvRamAOBERE) - [FEARRMMERE) - [ERGEREEM

B) ZbI, TRNEAEUTOL S CEHLTY
2.
EURIRIOMAE | REOGENTIIEENDS, B

DEFENTOME.

REEOBEM, HEEE L RENE
Db Y KL, EFRAOERE
L, AFA =V EEAD

RO

EOM) X
spsTsmumpst . o o = —3 g VEMIBICHE
HAHIHDEOEE

KR TOF—Z EHEMEILUTOBRY ThHD. &

Bit, £F7—F ThHbERolzfEE8NrbE>TH
%, el FEHIGEEEERHNOLELZIT
T2,

Letters (Y:20 fX. #&E; H:20 fX. Zzt%), Suspicious
Experience (C:20 X, Ztf: E:20 X, Z4%). A Party
with Ojin (A:20 X, #&k: $:20 R, Zot; M:20 {X,
#:14). Junior High School (H:10 &, %BF; R:10 1K,
B3 T:10 f£, BF: K10 R, F: N:10 X, 2+
1:20 1%, %), Internet (A:20 1, ZoiE: M20 fR, &
P2 S:20 R, &A% T:20 1R, Z4%), New Year's Cards
(K:20 ££, Bt $:20 X, H4%). Wedding (C:20 1K,
b K20 £ i Y20 1, Aot N:20 R Zofs:
R:20 £, Z1%). Hot Spring (J:20 1, 5 N:20 X
Bt T:20 £%. BE). Australia (A:20 1 M

M:20 R, 2ot S:20 fR, 2ok F20 fX, Zeih).
Karaoke (H:10 f£, B+ M:10 1, £+)
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AZELFBERTHD EEbNAN, KEORA L,
REBIZFED 20,
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