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Some of the incidents contained in the
following pages will be recognized, notwith-
standing the substitution of fictitious names,
by such as have heard, from old men’s lips,
the fate of the few combatants who were in a
condition to retreat after “Lovell’s Fight.” (p.
337"
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At that moment the withered topmost
bough of the oak loosened itsef in the stilly
air, and fell in soft, light fragments upon the
rock, upon the leaves, upon Reuben, upon his
wife and child, and upon Roger Malvin’s
bones. Then Reuben’s heart was stricken,

and the tears gushed out like water from a



rock. The vow that the wounded youth had

made the blighted man had come to redeem.

His sin was expiated, --- the curse was gone

from him ; and in the hour when he had shed

blood dearer to him than his own, a prayer,
the first for years, went up to Heaven from

the lips of Reuben Bourne. (p. 360)
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In killing Cyrus he is destroying the
“guilty” side of himself, and hense avenging
Roger Malvin’s death in an appallingly primi-
tive way. The blood of a “father” rests on the
“son,” who disburdens himself of it by becom-
ing a father and slaying his son. This is the
terrible logic of Hawthome’s tale.'?
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