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Supramolecular Chemistry and Protein Chemistry

Keiko TAKAHASHI

Proteins are natural polymers which are assembled under nucleic acid control from a menu

comprising L-a-amino acids. Peptide bonds link the building blocks, giving macromolecules with

polypeptide backbones and side-chains containing a variety of simple functionalities according to

the amino acids selected. The structures are elaborated by non-covalent association, which is the

fundamental concept of “supramolecular chemistry”.
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