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This primary resource of Brook’s later poems allowed us to analyze and interpret her writing and 
style, and understand what her purpose was as a writer. It also allowed us to understand her 
audience and how she changed through the years. She is clearly identified as a black poet with a 
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so that people across the world can connect, but she also stays in her theme of expressing the 
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Melinkoff, Ellen. “Gwendolyn Brooks at the Getty.” Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Times, 26 
Sept. 1993. 
This was an article that was published following Brooks’s participation in a panel discussion at 
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audiences, especially noting how she made people want to really listen to her. The insight that 
went into writing this article about Brooks allowed for us to imagine the atmosphere that she 
created when she spoke to the public.  
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Apartheid.” Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Times, 6 Nov. 1987. 
This article looks at one of Brooks’s works about the Apartheid, and analysis the poem. It 
allowed us to understand not only the poem, but how Brooks, as a black poet, connected to 
people across and beyond America. It also helped us interpret the wisdom she imparted through 
her work in a time where this was a very controversial conversation. 

Washington, Mary Helen. “A Writer Who Defined Black Power for Herself.” Los Angeles 
Times, Los Angeles Times, 8 Dec. 2000. 
This article discusses Brooks’s power as a black woman in Chicago during the 1980s and how it 



was perceived by black audiences at the time. The many references to Brooks’s identity and 
inspirations allowed for us to get a sense of how she was perceived by the public. It is stated that 
her transition in writing attracted wider audiences, which ultimately made us better understand 
the effectiveness of her transition into a conscious black poet.  
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Brooks. BEACON, 2018. 
This resource provided background information and insight on Gwendolyn Brooks’s life and her 
work. It talked about her experience being a successful black woman in the world of poetry and 
the significance her role had on the people within her community, including her family. Brooks’s 
passion for her work was shown in the crops she reaped after planting seeds of creativity. This 
book provided valuable information on Brooks as a person, both creatively and as a member of 
her community.  
 
Madhubuti, Haki R. Honoring Genius: Gwendolyn Brooks: The Narrative of Craft, Art, Kindness 
and Justice. Third World Press, 2011. 
This book was a beneficial resource because it provided insight into Brooks’s personal 
relationship with another Black Arts Movement figure, Haki Madhubuti. Throughout the book, 
Brooks’s legacy is illustrated through fond memories and insightful experiences. This resource 
allowed for a clear understanding of Brooks’s goals in life and highlighted how she, along with 
those close to her, worked endlessly towards their aspirations.  
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The article is a short summary that helped me understand who Brooks was as a poet, and an 
analysis of one of her poems.   
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2017. 
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This article helped me put into aspect how Brooks contributed to today, but in culture. It 
explained to me how she has influenced art and music.  
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contributed to the world. 
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accomplishments. It also provided pictures of her. 
 
Rhee, Nissa. “A New Book Serves as a Tribute to Gwendolyn Brooks.” Chicago Magazine, 9 
Jan. 2017. 
The article allowed me to explore Gwendolyn Brooks’ life from start to beginning through the 
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The article allowed me to explore Gwendolyn Brooks’ life from start to beginning, including her 
accomplishments. It also provided pictures of her.  
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The article gives me a lot of information about Topeka, Kansas, which was Brooks’ birthplace. It 
also provides a map.  
 
Women Poets in History. (2009, November 03). Retrieved January 20, 2019. 
The Poets organization helped me connect Gwendolyn Brooks to other people she interacted 
with, such as actress Ruby Dee.  
 
Images 
“The Rare Book & Manuscript Library Acquires Gwendolyn Brooks Archive.” Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Library, Sept. 2013. 
The collection of photographs provided by UIUC exhibited Brooks’ life, which helped us to put 
into perspective her accomplishments on a timeline.  
 
Matejka, Adrian. “Family Pictures, Old & New by Adrian Matejka.” Poetry Foundation, Poetry 
Foundation, 30 May 2017. 
The photo of Gwendolyn Brooks’ displays her background life with her daughter and family.  
 
Videos 
An interview with Gwendolyn Brooks. (2012, October 15). Retrieved February 1, 2019, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVZ6KTLN7O8 
 
Lincoln Academy 1997 Interview Gwendolyn Brooks. (2015 September 11). Retrieved February 
1, 2019, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsZJZPm7pt0 
 
Gwendolyn Brooks Interview from 1967. (2017, March 8). Retrieved February 1, 2019, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dSULGISVqY 
 



Gwendolyn Brooks reads her poem aloud. (2017, July 7). Retrieved February 1, 2019, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5hvi-_z9HQ 
 
Gwendolyn Brooks reads We Real Cool. (2013, November 1). Retrieved February 1, 2019, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaVfLwZ6jes 
 
Audio 
Gwendolyn, B. (2018). Gwendolyn Brooks: Academy of American Poets Reading at the  
 
Guggenheim Museum. Retrieved February 1, 2019, from https://soundcloud.com/poets-
org/sets/gwendolyn-brooks-academy-of 
 
Music 
Crain, Brian. A Love Story. Crain Records, 2013. MP3. 
 
Crain, Brian. Crimson Sky. Crain Records, 2003. MP3. 
 
Crain, Brian. Lavender Hills. Crain Records, 2003. MP3. 
 
Crain, Brian. Song for Rome. Crain Records, 2011. MP3. 
 
Fiscella, Thad. For Ross. VAST, 2008. MP3.  
 
Laurent, Melanie. Debut. En t’attendant Records, 2011. MP3. 


