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Dr. Jay Budzik, '95 

Jay is the co-founder and CTO of the online marketing services company Me-
diaRiver, where he leads the company's research and development ef­
forts. Prior to founding MediaRiver, he was a computer scientist at North­
western University's Intelligent Information Laboratory, where he co-invented 
the contextual matching algorithms at the core of MediaRiver's product offer­
ings. During his time at Northwestern, he led a number of other research 
projects including an intelligent question and answering system used by dele­
gates at the 1996 Democratic National Convention, held in Chicago. 

Jay is widely published on topics ranging from groupware to intelligent 
agents, and his papers are cited by top researchers and industry leaders. He 
has presented to audiences ranging from international research groups to 
Fortune 500 companies, including the International World-Wide Web Confer­
ence, Ford Motor Company, the MU Media Lab, the International Conference 
on Intelligent User Interfaces, the American Society for Information Science, 
Reed-Elsevier, Boeing, Motorola, and Ford Motor Company. Jay's work has 
been covered by PC Magazine, The Los Angeles Times, USA Today, the Chi­
cago Sun-Times, WGN-TV and L'Ordinateur Individuel. 

Jay graduated from IMSA in 1995 and attended the University of Chicago, 
where he earned a B.S. with general honors and honors in computer science 
in 3 years. He holds a Ph.D. in computer science from Northwestern Univer­
sity, where he was awarded a prestigious Presidential Fellowship. 



I M S A B e l i e f s 

W e B e l i e v e T h a t . . . 

• Everyone is a mys te ry w i t h u n k n o w n a n d u n k n o w a b l e 

l imi ts. 

All peop le have equa l in t r ins ic w o r t h . 

Personal success is in te rna l l y de f i ned . 

A person 's po ten t ia l is m o s t fu l l y ac tua l ized t h r o u g h 

physica l , emo t i ona l , in te l lec tua l a n d spi r i tua l ha rmony . 

No one 's pa th in l i fe is p r e d e t e r m i n e d . 

All peop le have choices and a re respons ib le fo r the i r ac­

t ions . 

H u m a n progress d e p e n d s o n persona l g r o w t h . 

Everyone can lead. 

Mean ing is cons t ruc ted by t h e learner . 

Learn ing never ends. 

T h e ab i l i ty t o d iscern a n d c rea te connec t ions is t h e es­

sence o f know ing . 

Be long ing t o a c o m m u n i t y requ i res c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e 

c o m m o n good . 

I nd i f f e rence d im in ishes ind iv idua ls a n d commun i t i es . 

T r u s t a n d respect a re v i ta l f o r any re la t ionsh ip to th r i ve . 

D ivers i ty in c o m m u n i t y insp i res d iscovery a n d creat iv i ty . 

Diverse perspect ives enr ich unde rs tand ing . 

W e a re all s tewards o f o u r p lane t . 

Grea t leaps f o r w a r d requ i re bo ld ideas and act ions. 

Change is na tura l a n d necessary fo r g rea tness . 
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