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CHAPTER I
THE PROSLEM

Introduction

what factors enter into a child's selection of his
library reading? Does the title alone intrigque him? Does he
associste it, perhaps, with something he has seen or heard on
T.V.? Does he choosae & certein title becauss 2 friend has
told him that it is a good book? Or, over and above these
reasons, does his personality play e pert in his selection of
a book? It waes with this last question particularly in mind
that the writer initisted this study.

Statement of the Problem

The purpose, then, was to compere preferences in types
of library reading to types of personality as shown in a
third grade personality-preference inventory. The study con-
fined itself to the following six categorisess artistic-
creative, scientific, mechanicel, social science, outdoors,
and persuasive.

The specific ob jectives forming the basis of this
study wares

1. What is the parsonality category of each third grade
child”?

-1-
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2. Which category most esppealsd to the child in choosing 1li-
brary books?

3., Doss the child's personality category correspond to the
titles of books most frequently chosen?

Scopa and hinitations

This study wes undertaken at Our Lady of Peace School,

marshfield, Wisconsin in a8 third grade class of thirty-six
children. The instructional reading levels of the children

varied from low second to high fifth grads.

Significance
It is a well-known fact that the building of lifatime

reading habits has often been the result of bringing the right
book and the right child together. "Her responsibility, and
in fact, ona of the most exciting sspects of teaching is the
bringing together of children and books in ways that stimulate
reading silently for parsonsl plessure or reading aloud to
give pleasurs to others."1

Several studies have been made showing the desvelopment
of personality through readings but to what extent, if any,
the choice of reeading matter was influenced by personslity

type has, svidently, seldom bsen questioned.

In an effort, therefore, to better understand the

lyalen K. Mackintosh, “"Childrenis Interests in
Literature and the Rsading Progrem," Reading Tsscher, X
(February, 1957), p. 138.
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relationship betwsen the two and to cerry out her responsi-

bility, the writer undertook this study.

Summary
This chapter statas ths problem with which this study

is concarned, the reason for underiaking the rassarch and the
ob jectives to be accomplished, Subsequent chapters will re-
view related literature and give the procedures followed in

carrying out ths study.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
As 8 background for this study the writer examined
literature relating to personelity inventories, children's

books today and children's reading interests.

Personality Inventories
That there is a definite dearth of studies regarding

the young child's personality and the resultant effect on the
verious sub jscts of the school curricule is quite svident to
snyone wishing to do reseerch in this field. Few question-
naires for messuring the young child's personslity have been
published. Those known to this writer sres: the Kuder Censral
Interest Inventory! which is not intendsd for primary children
but does test as low as the sixth grade and the Lalifornis

Test of Personality? which has ssversl forms including one for

primery children. Intersst inventories have their place, and,

according to some suthors, & very important place in the

1G. Frederic Kuder, Genersl Interest Survey form E.
(Chicsgo, Illinois: Science Resesrch Associates, 15513.
2 ouis P. Thorpe, Willis W. Clerk, and Ernest W.

Tiegs, Californis Test of Personality, (Monterey, Californias
Celifornis Test Bureau, 1963).
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assessment of personality. Thes Kuder Preferancs Recordl. a

mock form of which wes used with the children in this study,
is not reslly intended for young children but was adapted for
use at the third grade level.

Personslity inventories are used in verious fields
today., Among others, industry, education, psychistry and vo-
cationsl counseling find velue in the information received
through the use of these questionaires. An interest inven-
tory is often used in conjuction with, or in plece of, the
personality inventory and from the varying definitions of the
term "personslity®, this might slmost be deemed & necessity.
Smith writes: "Personality now has dozens of different mean-
ings: legsl, grammatical, ethicel, religious, sconomic and
psychological. Some psychologists define it as a stimulus,
some as a responsc.“2 This author goes on to say that when
personality is defined as a response, it becomes the total of
all a person's behavior, and thus includes his interests.
Cronbach, it would appeer, has similar views. He states:

Whereas interests were once viewed almost es & product
of chance conditioning, todsy it is thought that in-
terests are an expression of desply rooted needs and

ad justment patterns. Interest tests are perhasps su-
perior to many other techniques for asesssing person-

1
G. Frederic Kuder, Kuder Praference Record (Chicago
I1linois: Science Ra:uarch’AssocIans. 19357, ’

znnnry Clay Smith, Personality Davelopment (New Yorks
McGraw-Hill, 1968), p. 39
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ality because of their flvcrso contant and their accept-
ability to the sub ject.

In writing sbout the Kuder Preference Record Cronbach
says that Kuder "searches first for s set of traits which sum-
marize the main differences batwesn persons and from there
goes on to analyze logically the occupation best suited to the
individusl."?Z He stresses the fact that interest factors
must first be identified. This is equally true in the area of
education and especially so in the fisld of reading. It is
for this reasson, as Smith points out, that "hundreds of stud-
ies of children's interasts were mede bstween 1930 and 1950, "3

With regsrd to the scores resulting from these inven-

tories, the question might be asked:s Do they reflect lasting

characteristics? In answer to this Cronbach reports that there

is # striking degree of similarity between self-dascriptions
givun'tuenty ysars apart. The interest scores are most sta-

ble. Personality scores are only slightly poorer while atti-

tudes, on the other hand, are quits temporary. While the self-

concept ssems to remein relatively stable, the meanings at-

tached to the rest of the world change greatly with experiencs.

chu J. Cronbach, Essentials of Psychological Testin
(2nd ed.t New Yorks Harper and Ero%ﬁora. ISBE). pe 437,

21b4d., p. 496,

SNila Banton Smith, Reading Instruction for Todey's
Children (Englewood Cliffs, New Jerseys Prentice Hall, 1553).

Be .

4

‘Cronbach, Essentials of Psychological Testing, p. 488.




-7-

Dinkmeyer, on the other hand, would appear to have certain
reservations with regard to the validity of these scorss.

Inventories have been designed to measure & number
of traits or dimensions of adjustment. Although these
tests sre convenient and frequently get below the sur-
face in tapping sn individual's own personal experien=
ces and feelings, they are limited by the individual's
report., The subject must be motivated in his desire to
cooperate, or the report would have little value., fre=
guently, item analysis of selfereport ratings can be
effective in helping the teacher or psychologist to
understand the personality of the individuel. Gener-
ally, though, persona%ity tests for children are still
in a primitive staga.

Should parsonality inventoriss be used and relied
on st all? After reading much pertinent literature on this
sub ject, this writer would agree with Rogers in saying that:

while these tests isolate certain bshavior for analysis
personslity itself is an integratsd complex of attitudes,
emotions and habits. Likewiss there may be & gap be-
tween traits as they appear on pgpet and traits as they
bescome translated into behavior.

In summation it mey be said that personality invento-
ries appear to ba most valid "where our concern is with the
ways in which people differ without regard to the question
of which way is better. Under such circumstances inventory
measures cen be as valid as other methods of messurement and

much more practical,."s

1pon C. Dinkmeyer, Child Devslopment (Englewood Cliffs,
New Jerseys Prentice Hall, Inc,, Pe 4,

2Dorothy Rogers, Mental Hygiene in Elementery Educa-
tion (Boston: Houghton mt??I%n, IE??) pPe 300,

3Snith. Parsonality Devalopment pp. 86-87.



Children's Books Today

This is the age of children's books. Among the
twenty-five hundred juvenile titles published each year
are many that speak to the interests of boys and girls:
some are imaginative without being didactic; others
feed the imagination; often a new book is written by a
favorite author; occasionally ? bright new edition of
a treasured classic is issued.

With the above quotation Beery points out the obligation which

parents and teachers have of leading the right child to the

right book. Anyone in the position of book purchaser for

a classroom library realizes the wealth of children's books

pouring from the publishing houses. The problem today is

not one of finding enough books to satisfy the children but

to be able to select the best that are available in line

with their interests. Writing on this same topic, Strickland

says:
A book is good for children only when they truly enjoy it.
Conversely, a book is poor for them if they do not enjoy
it even though adults rate it high and feel that the chil-
dren should like it. Their own interesﬁs, in the last
analysis, form the basis for selection.

The point has been well taken that although books are written

for children, for the most part, adults do the reviewing, se-

lecting, exhibiting and buying. It is true, howsver, that

1Althea Beery, "And Gladly Read," Children and Lit-
erature, ed, by Jane H. Catterson (Newark, Delaware: Inter-
national Reading Association, 1970), p. 7.

2pyth G. Strickland, The Language Arts in the Elemen-
tary School (Lexington, Massachusetts:s D, C. Heath and Company,
Iggs), Pe 436,
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children may have to grow into an spprecistion of some of the
Juvenile classics or be aided in their understanding snd love
for them by an intsrested sdult.,

Some suthors feel that biography hss resched a new
high level of popularity asmong children of all ages. They
agree that T.V, and other news media have given children a
broader view of the world and a greater awareness of the lead-
ers of our age., Biographies are in demand to satisfy their
desire to learn more about the great man of our time snd the
past and, psesrhaps to identify with them.

Arbuthnot suggests that among children's books to-
dey, great interest in biographies and informational books is
notable, Here she warns sgainst the possibility of many ster
sotypes rather than authentic biographies being published.

She also feels that, numericaslly, informestional books thresaten
to outdistance all other types put togethsr.
The books are attractive and their content is designed
for particular reeding lsvels snd understending. Thair
numbers and variety are so staggering that they are more
than a2 trend; they are practically an inundation. It
may be thet the emphasis on sociel studies and scisnce
books will be the most notable trend in children's 1lit-
erature of the second half of the twentieth century.?

Literature pertaining to children's books today

often mentions the Soviet Union's launching of Sputnik in

1957 as an integral influence in America's mass production

Tmay Hill Arbuthnot, Children and Books (3rd ed.;
Chicego:s Secott Foresman, 1964, p. .
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of science books for children. The Civil Rights Movement

can be cited as the cause for the publishing of books dealing
with minority groups. The moon landing hss sparked the arri-
vel of science fiction desling with 1ife on other planets.
Publishing trends definitely reflect the current events and
movemants,

Perhaps awarensss of the increase in good literature
for children today is a result of the awards being given in
the field of children's literature. Among these may be men-
tioned the Caldecott medel given for the outstanding {llus-
trator of children's books., As s result, picture book pub-
lishing and seales have ris-n to new heights. 1In 1922 the
Newbery Medsl award was originated for the author of the best
Amsricsn book for children. This medal was first pressnted
to Hendrik Van Loon for his Story of Menkind. Othsr awards
in the field of children's literature include: Laurs Ingalls
Wilder Medal, establishad in 1954 to be given every five years
to the suthor or illustrator whose works, published in the
United States, have made a significant and lasting contribution
to children's literature; the Children's Book Award which is
given annually to 2 book for children which deals realisti-
cally with problems in their contemorary world; The Boy's Club
of America Junior Book Award which has been given since 1947;

the Mass Medias Award: Thomas Alve Edison foundation in which

four awsrds ars MRde annually to children's books i{n selected

categories dealing with science and character development; the
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Jane Adams Children's Book Award which was established in 1953
and is mads snnually to sncourage publication of books for
children which sre of litersry merit and contein construce

tive themes,

Children's Reading Intsrests
In order to ascertsin and capitelize on the varied

interests of children, meny studies have been conducted over
the past 40 to 50 years. This {s true, it would appear, in
the field of reading more than in any other area. There can
be little doubt that a child will read i{f his interest is
stirred and, furthermore, that thes child can best be taught
reading if the keynote is interest. Smith says, "Interest
is the touchstone to reading achievement, reading enjoymant
end reading ussfulness,”!

Since the present study concerned itself with the
relationship of personality to library book choices at the
third grade level, this writer was intent upon finding stud-
ies which included the primary grades. This proved to be a
bit difficult since most of the studies examined seemed to
have deslt with sub jects of the intermediste and upper grades.
This may have been due to the fact that the majority of re-
searchers used the questionnaire type of response with the
children which may have been considered too difficult for the

primary grade level.

1Smith, Reading Instruction for Today's Children, p. 408.
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What does appsal to children of ths primary grades?
First, it would seem, one muat consider the sex differencs
since, as Zimet reports,: "One of the most highly signifi-
cant factors in reading interests is the difference in boy-
girl prefarsnce. No other single determinant has received as
much support and agreemant in the literature."! Jan-Tausch,
who mada a survey of several studies involving children's
reading interasts over a period of 30 years, mentions the fact
that sex is conspicuously more important than age or intel-
ligence as a determiner of reported interest pattcrns.2 on
the other hand, most authors seem to agree on the fact that
sex preferences aren't pronounced in the choices of six-to-
eight-ysar-olds. It is in the latter half of third grade
that this begins to show up markedly as reported in the study
of Terman and Lima. Their work also shows that this "breach
continues to widen up to adult life."3

Sscond, age lsvel makes a difference in children's

preferences. Lower primary children prefer stories about

15ara F. Zimet, "Children's Interests in Story Pre-
ferencess A Critical Review of thes Litsrature,” Elsmentary
School Journal, LXVII (December, 1966) p. 126.

2gyelyn Jan-Tausch, "Discovery eand Measurement of
Interests in Reading," in Reading Diagnosis and Evaluation,
ed. by Dorothy L. De Boer !Nowara, Begawarez International
Reading Association, 1970), op. 116-124,

SLewis M. Tarman and Margaret Lima, Children's Rsad-
ing: A Guide for Parents and Teachers, (2nd 8d.: New Yorks
Appleton-fenfury Ero?fs, 15517, De 131.
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animals, adventure, humor, patriotism and home and school
life. Fairy storiss and poetry with much repetition are slso
enjoyed at this age. Nine-yssar-olds, especlally boys, drop
the home-school 1lifs stories and start looking for physicsl
actions huﬁan life stories with courage depicted in all male
characters. Girls at this age, while still enjoying stories
of home and school 1ife, branch out into those involving
santiment, mystery and the supernatural. Both sexes avoid
didsctic or descriptive type stories. Postry end plays sesm
to be chosen more often by girls while biography and essay
type writing sppeals more to the boys.

The findings summarized above repraesent information
gathered from questionnaires administered to groups. Jan-
Tausch, in her resume, points out the fact that there have
been many investigations to discover group interests accord-
ing to intelligence and asge and grade groupings, but that
there hes been a scarcity of studies to determins the basic
interests of the individual child and how they relate to
his choice of reading material,?

The sub ject of children's interests may seem to be
old, but the challenge to create new techniques of ascer-
taining them, to find more effective means of utilizing

them, and to develop methodes which will stimulate new
interests, is as new as tomorrow.2

1Jan-Tauach, “Discovery and Measurement of Interests
in Reading," p. 119.

2poris Young, "ldentifying and Utilizing Children's

Interests," Educationel Leadsrship, XIII (Dacember, 1955),
p. 165,



Mma jor Pindings reported in this chapter are:

1. Published personality tests for very young
children are practically non-sxistent and thoss that are
published are in an experimental stage.

2. Sex is conspicuously more important than age
or intelligence as a determiner of reported interest patterns,
This factor assumes importance at the age of nine years,

usually,



CHARTER III

THE PROCEDURE

Introduction

The main ob jective of this study was to compere pref-
erences in types of library reading to types of personality

as shown in a third grade Personality Inventory.?! A mock-

Kuder type inventory which appesred in the March, 1970, issue
of the third grade chz magazine prompted this writer to use

the resultes in s comperative study with s Book Prafersnce

Invantorxs. A letter? was sent to the editor of the Joy
magazine and permission was granted to use the inventory in
the study. The writer of this paper, who was the tesacher of
the third grade involved in the study, administered and scored

both inventories used in the research.

Administration snd Scoring of Personality Inventory

The third grade of QOur Lady of Peace School wes s

self-contained classroom of thirtyesix sﬁudents. The instruc-

tional resding levele of the children varied from low second

13ee Appendix I1I, p. 40

2 joy magazine Leval Three, Minneapolis, Minnesota:
Mine Publications, Inc., March, 1970,

3see Appendix II, p. 32.
45ee Appendix I, p. 30.
« 15 =
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to high fifth grade. Becesuse ths children had never had this
type of inventory, an explanstion and illustration of what it
entailed was given, After it was felt thet they fully under-
stood what was expectsd, the inventories were distributed and
the directions printed on them were followed., As can be seen
in the Psrsonslity Inventory! the children were to check two
choices in esach of the 40 groups of three, One check was to
represent their most preferred and the other their least
preferred choice. Thases choices eventuslly categorized their
personality as belonging to the artistic-cresative, scientific,
socisl science, outdoor, mechanical, or persuasive type. As
the children worked on ths inventory, help was given with eny
of the vocabulsry which was not understood.

On ths following day the children were aided in
classifying their choices under the respective categories.
During the next few days the writer, with sach child individe

ually, charted the choices snd summed up the results,

Selection of Book Titles

After the personality inventories were sdministered

and charted, book titles to correspond with the six categories

were selected. The Children's Catslog? yielded many of the

15ee Appendix I, p. 40,

2Qh§éd§§n'n gatagae. 11th ed. Ed. by Rachel Shor and
Estells A, ell. New Yorks H.,wW. wilson Company, 1966,
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titles, Others were: Paperback Clessroom Libraries! and
The Highest Recommended Library Books ;970.2 When it was

found that there was an insufficient number of books at or

around third gradc reedability whose category, just by title
alone, was evident to the children, it was decided to compose
several fictitious titles. In order to parallel the number

of choices in the Personality Inventory 120 titles were

needed, Sixth grade pupils composed the fictitious titles

that were necessary.

Composition and Administration of Book Inventory
After the 120 book titles were deemed satisfactory,

they were arranged in 40 groups of thrse as had been the
Personslity Inventory items. A description of each of the
six book catlgorioa3 was added to precede the list of titles.
The entire Book Prefersnce Inventory was then administered to
six fourth graders and, a few days later, to six second
graders in order to ascertain whether there might be any
difficulties as to the recognition of book category. The

children were to mark their preferences in decreasing order

1Pga-rbagk c;ggfgoou Librsries, Paramus, New Jersey:
Educational Reading Service, Inc. .

2uighest Recommendesd Lg%rir! Books, 1970. Recom=
mended by American Library Assocliation. aramus, New Jersey:

Educationsl Reading Service.

35ee Appendix II, p. 32.
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on the book category list and then choose titles of books
they preferred to read. As a result of thess pilot adminis-
trations it was noted that there was a lack of balance in
the number of hook titles in each category. Seversl titles
were replaced or dropped entirely until the totasl of 120
included 20 of each category. At this time it was thought
best also to simplify, for edministaring and checking pure
poses, the book title section of the Book Prefesrence Inven=-
tory. This was done by regrouping the titles into 20 groups
of six instead of 40 groups of three. In this way one title
from each of the six categories was included in each group.
After these improvements wers made in the Book Inventory

it was sdministered to the class of 36 third graders.



CHAPTER 1V
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

Introduction
The purpose of this study wss to compere prefer-
ences in types of library resding to types of personality
as shown in s third grade Personslity Inventory. Permission
was requested from and granted by the sditor of the Joy
magazine for the use of a mocke-Kuder Parsonality Inventory
published in the March 1, 1970 issue. A Book Preference In-

ventory paralleling the Personelity Inventory was drawn up.
Categories for both inventories included the following:

srtistic-creative, scientific, outdoor, mechanical, social

science and persuasive,

Personality Inventory Results
In this study the children were asked tos (1) indi-

cate their choices on the Personaslity Inventory and chart the
results; (2) specify in decreasing order of preference on the
Book Prsferance Inventory which of the six typas eof books
they would like to read and then choose one title out of each
group of six from & total of 20 groups. Results of both in-
ventories were tsbulated and ere shown in Table I which is

read in this manner:s In the Personality Inventory, subject 1

- 19 =
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TABLE I
RESULTS OF PERSONALITY AND BOOK PREFERENCE INVENTORIES

Personality Inventory} Book Preference Inventory
Sub ject
Freferred] Prefarred Book Book Choice
Most#* Least* Catagory by Title
1 ) S=9 A 7
2 S-10 Pel5 5SS 2
3 0=-10 P15 A 13
4 M9 0-10 0 2
5 A-10 P9 S 6
8 Owll 55«10 A 4
7 5S-11 P,S5-11 A 8
8 P=-10 M=11 0 2
g9 A=-10 m-10 A 9
10 P«10 Q=11 P 6
11 A-10 P-11 0 1
12 -8 Mel2 0 3
13 P-9 5=-10 0 3
14 55-10 S-11 0 3
15 55«10 m-10 A 14
16 A=12 S=13 A 7
17 A-11 S5«9 0 5
18 A-12 P=-13 m 9
19 P=13 Me10 ¢ 5
20 0=9 S-9 0 5
21 S«10 A-11 0 7
22 Mw10 P=9 M 5
23 P=9 S-10 m 5
24 0-13 P=11 m 5
25 Pell 55«9 m 10
26 P-8 0=-10 0 5
27 - §5,0-8 SS9 0 8
28 S8 P-8 S 3
29 S=-11 $S-10 0 0
30 S«13 P-9 M 13
31 C-14 P,5«9 o} 12
32 P13 SS-11 0 8
33 0=13 P,5=9 A 11
34 Se~11 5,55«8 0 4
35 S-10 Mm,S35«9 0 7
36 0-10 Se«10 C 10
* SSs=Social ocience SsScientific O=Outdoors

AzArtistic-Crestive MaMechanical P=Persuasive
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chose as preferred most 9 items in the socisl science category
and as preferred lesst 9 ftems in the science catsgory. In
the Book Preference Inventory he chose the artistic-creative
category as his favorite and selected it seven times when
choosing books by title.

The personality results as given in Table I show
the following class distributions ss to selections of pre-
ferred most categories: social science chosen by 4 sub jeacts;
science by 93 outdoors by 6; mechanical by 2; artistic-creas~
tive by 63 and persuasive chosen by 8 subjscts. This results
in a total of 37 choices but it should be noted that sub ject
27 divided his selections equally bstween the science and out-
door categoriss. In the prefsrred least column of the Table,
the categories sre distributed thus: socisl scisnce chosan 8
times; science, 12; outdoor, 2; mechanicsl, 63 artistic-
creative, 13 and persuasive, 12 times. Here, slso, instances
of tiss are noted in the preferences of subjects 7, 31, 33,
34, end 35, Three of these ties occur between the persuasive

and science categories.

Book Preference Inventory Results

In the Book Prefsrence Inventory the socisl science
and persuasive categories rated lowest with but one choice
sach, Subject 2 chose social sciencej subject 10 chose per-
sussive. Outdoor is the category which sesemed to have been
favored as it was the choice of 18 sub jects ~- half of the

group involved in the study. Ths science category was chosen
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by 2 of the sub jects; mechanical by 6 and artistic-crestive
by 8. Although the outdoor category was chosen by 18 sub-
jects, the actual number of times corresnonding titles were
selacted, ranged from 12 (subject 31) to 0O (subject 29).
Undar the Book Choice by Titlas column, 7 sub jects
chose titles from their favorite category in 50 per cent or
more of their sslections. Subjects 9 and 18 were near this
mark having chosan titles {in their catsgories 9 out of 20
times, Eight sub jscts, namsly numbers 2, 4, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14
and 28 selected book titles from their favorite categories
only 1 to 3 times and sub ject 29 did not chose any. In the
remaining groun of 18 sub jects, the number of choices which
correspond in category and title varied from 4 to 8, lass

than half of the 20 possibls choices,

Comparison of Parsonslity Inventory
and Baok Preferance Inventory

The Table shows 9 instances of correspondence be-

tween the preferred-most category in the Personality Inven-
tory and the Book Category chosen. Subjects 9, 10, 16, 20,
22, 27, 31 and 36 choss hook categories in accordance with
their personality pattern. The raemaining thres-fourths of

the sub jacts praferred one category in the Personality In-

vantory and a sacond one in the Book lInventory. In two cases,

namely, sub fects 4 and 26, it was the category preferred

least of the Personality Inventory which was chosen as tha

favorite in the Book Preferance Inventory although these
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same sub jects chose few book titles in these respsctive cat-
eqories.

In this chapter the writer has attempted to point
out the outstanding comparisons resulting from this study.
The last chapter will summarize the results and ¢ffer suge-

gestions for further study.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

The main ob jective of this study was to compare pref-
erences in types of library reading to types of personality
as shown in & third grade personality preference inventory.
The study confined itself to the following six categories:
artistic-creative, scientific, mechenicsl, social science,
outdoors snd persuasive,

A mocke-Kuder typs inventory consisting of 120 intsrest
choices was administered to a self-contained class of 36 third
grade children., The results of this inventory were then
checked as to category and the results were charted. A cor-
responding book inventory consisting of a book category list
followed by 120 titles listing books in the six categories was
next administered. The children were to choose the category
they most preferred and state their preferences with regard
to the book titles. These results were graphed together with
those of the psrsonality inventory in order to make ths com-

parison which was the object of this study.

findings

Analysis of the datea indicates the following:
1, Of the 36 sub jects participating in this study
-2“-
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one«fourth, or nine, chose library reading consistent with
their interests as shown in the personality inventory.

2, The remaining three<-fourths of the sub jects pre~
ferred one category in the pesrsonality inventory and a dif-
ferent one in the book inventory.

3¢ Two of the sub jects chose books in the same cat-
egory which they had marked least prefsrred in the pesrsonal=-
ity inventory slthough these same sub jects chose relatively

few titles in the respective categories.

Conclusions

It would appesr that the third grade children in this
sample do not tend to choose library books consistent with
their other intarests. One might also conclude that parents
and teachers would therefore be able to exert a great influ-
enca on the children's choics of reading matter, since the
Qtrong interest factor doesn't seam to pradominate at this
lavel., Since it is said that children's interests are learned
and acquired, this would seem to be an axcellent age at which

to influence reading choices.

Further Reseerch

Problems which might evolve from this study and be
worthy of furthar research are:

l. A similar research project involving older chil-
dren or adults whose interests are more stable.

2, A study extending over the period of a year. In-
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terests would be escerteined when school begins in Fall and
librery reedings checked against these interests during the

following months,
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APPENDIX 1

march 3, 1970

Mrs. Ann Morse
Editor/Joy Level Three

Dear Mrs, Morse:

I have been using the Joy mesgazine with my third grade
class and would like to let you know that we're enjoying
it very much,

When I noticed that the March lst issue is carrying a
personality type questionnaire to be sdministered to the
children, 1 decided to write and ask whether I could

have the permission to use it in a research project which

1 must undertake for my Master's degree at Cardinal Stritch
College situated in Milwaukee. Would you please inform

me as to where I must write to obtain this permission?

I tried the test myself and noticed that, when it came to
the scoring, there seemed to be several items placed in
the wrong catesgory. I would greatly appreciate a re-check
on the answers before I use it with my class,

Sincerely,
/wﬁlﬁﬂﬁJ Corrolen ;i;-7kz/

Sister Cornelia Lange

e 30 -
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march 10, 1970

Sister Cornelia Lange

Our Lady of Peace Convent
510 Columbus Avenue
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Sister Cornelia:

Thenk you for your letter of Merch 3rd. I'm happy that you
snjoyed the Mock-Kuder test activity in one of the issues.
The activity was dons for us by s free lesnce writer, but we
bought the material so we would be free to give you the
permission to use the test in your research project. We
undsrstand that you do not wish to publish the test.

1 am very sorry that the clessificetion chart wes incorrect.
We are not surs how it happensd so we cannot explain it.
But please accept our apologiss. Enclosed is a corrected
classification chart,

Thank you sgain for your interest in Joy. Good luck in
your ressarch pro ject.

Sincersly,

Mrs, Charles Morse
Editor/Joy Lsvel Three

AMs la
Enc,.



APPENDIX 2
BOOK PREFERENCE INVENTORY

Library books may be shout many different things.
We can put certain kinds together under larger headings.
Here are six different groupings we might use. Resd about
the types of books you would find under each hesading and then
number the six groups in the order in which you would chooss
to read them. Put a number 1 before the type of book you
would like best to resd; a number 2 before your second choice

and 80 on.

ARTISTIC-CREATIVE
ooks in 8 group would be sbout drewing and painte

ings acting things out; make believe, imaginary things;
making things out of paper, sticks, clay, shells, but-
tons and such things.

MECHANICAL GROUP
oys and girls who like to take things apart to see
how they're mede or what it is that makes them go

would like this type of book. Also, children who are
interested in trying out things to see whether they
work, Are you interested in motors or machinery?
You'd find out about these things in this type of book.

SCIENCE GROUP
ere you would find stories sbout nature, animel life

and plant life; chemicals; electricity; the stars;
sun, moon and planets; the weather, water, sky and
space.

SOCIAL SCIENCE
erheps you like books sbout helping end serving
others « about how great men and women served their

neighbor and their country. Or, you msy be interested
in storiess about helpers in your own city - people
such as policemen, firemen, doctors, nurses, thes mayor
and his helpers. You may even find out that good man-
ners can be fun!

- 32 -
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OUTDOORS GROUP

Do you enjoy outdoor 1ife? Bassball and football
stories; cowboy life on the ranch; fishing and hunt-
ing; stories sbout the fun you can have playing
uifh your pets or camping < here you would find them
sll.

PERSUASIVE GROUP

you e to resad about getting people to do things
or to change in some way, you'll like this group of
stories. VYou may find someone in these stories who
has & problem just like one you might have and by
reading shout it, you might find a way to settle
yours,



groups of six,

- 34

BOOK QUESTIONNAIRE

The names of these library books ere arranged in

Read the titles listed in each group and chack

the one you would like to read most. Put an X on the line in
front of that

1.

2.

3.

NRREN

NEREREERENE

one,
Meet Abrsham Lincoln
Smooth Talking
Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel
Meke It and Use It
First Book of Bassball

You, Among thae Stars

‘Opsration Persuade:s Coaxing Contest
Big Book of Real Helicopters

Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates
The Magic of Water

Our Post Office

Paper Folding to Begin With

Ses It My Way

Thinge Around the House and How They Work
First Book of Football

Golden Book of Science

Telephone Company « Community Helpers

Act It Out



4,

5.

6.

Te

FEEEEE TR P T

Mmonty Creates a Monster

An Allowancae, Pleass, Dad?
When the Cows Got Out

Easy Puppets

First Book of Bugs

The City and Its People

1001 ways to Get Out of Trouble
Trucks, Trailers and Tractors
Meke It Yourself

Baskatball Talk for Beginnsrs
Meet John F, Kennedy

First Book of Snakes

Big Book of Real Building and Wrecking Machines
Jimmy Fights His Temper

Adventures With a Paper Cup

Let's Go Boéting

It's Wings That Make Birds Fly

Clara Barton, Soldier of Mercy

Taking a Dare
Freight Trains
Creative Clay Work
Read About the Brain
Pony Farm

What Happans When Yoy Mail a Letter



8.

9.

10,

11.

HERERRERARRENAREEY

1]

036-

Diesel -~ Elsctric
Getting Mom to Like Dogs
Fun With Pesper

Billy and Blaze

Read About Policemen

Zoo Babies

Little Play for Little Players
Getting Anna to Help
Pollwiggles Progress

Big Book of Raal Trucks

flaze and thas Gypsiss

The Bells of Freedom

First Book of Rsal Trains
Building wWith Cardboard
Town Meeting Means He
Science Can Be Fun

Should I Help Along
Nicky's Football Team

FuneTime Terrsrium-Aquarium
First Book of Hockey

How to Do Your Best

Going for a Wslk With a Line
What Mekes a Car Go?

What Is 8 Community?



12.

13,

14,

15.

NERRERARRAE RN EARRAR
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Creative Paper Crefts in Color

It Works Like This

Do You Belisve That?

Poiicemen and Firemen - True Book
Let's GCo To the Woods

Earthworms

The Wonderful Locomotive
Famous Paintings

In the Park

Earth Is Your Spaceship
How to Earn and Savs Money

Read About the Busman

How to Play Better Baseball

Did You Ever Have a Klunk Say Plemsae?

The Marvelous Inventions of Alvin Fernsld
Gatting Joe to Go Along
Aftar the Sun Goes Down

Make Your Own Musical Instruments

Tricks With Your Fingars

Green Is For Growing

Simple Machines and How They Work

Curious George Flies a Kite

What Hsppens Whsn You Put Money in a Bank

How to Win Friends
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16. Paint All Kinds of Pictures
Mery's Camara

A Police Station

The Story of Chemistry
Where Should I Start?

A Besr Called Paddington

17. machines For You

Depend On Katie John

How to Draw People

wait for the Sunshines
Cowboy Joe of the Circle §

Airpott UeSeAe

18. Robots Alive!

True Book of Pioneers

Funny Bags

Selfishness - Where Doss It Get YoQ?
Praying Mantis

The Year Mom Won the Pannant

19, The Art Fair

I Know a Mayor

Talk Her Into It

Let's Go to the Seashore

George, the Mechanical Nut

LEEEEEEEEE e ety

Fun Time Window Garden
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20, All About Engine Power

What's Inside of Me

If 1 Can, So Can You

Friendly Helpers for Health and Safety
Boy of the mMountaine

Let's Give & Show

ARERE
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© THEME 20 / MAKING CHOICES




This is a choice issue.

It will give you a chance

to make some choices. And the
choices will give you a better

look at yourself. It looks and

acts like a test. But it’s not.

There are no right or wrong answers.
An answer is right if it's true for you.
And just the idea of choosing one
thing instead of another builds up
our ‘“‘choosing muscles.” They need
exercising, too, if they are

to grow with us.

Directions

(Parent/Teacher: Read aloud to the children)

On the next page, you will find a number of activities,
listed in groups of three. After each activity, you see
two dots. One dot is in the ‘““‘most column™ and one
dot is in the “‘least column.”” The columns are labeled
at the top. Read the three activities and decide which
one of them you want to do most, and circle with your
pencil the dot in the most column following that ac-
tivity. Then choose which activity you would like to do
least and circle that dot in the least column. Remem-
ber: the ‘“most dot’’ is on the left, the ‘““least dot”" is
on the right.

In front of each activity you see a short line. Do not
write on these lines at this time.

Here's an example:
Which one would you like to do most?
Which one would you like to do least?
~  Most Least

__a. Visit an automobile factory. . ... A
__b. Visit a play rehearsal. ........ Yy b
__c. Visit a space laboratory. ... ... i

In this example, the person showed th\a\t‘he would like
to visit a play rehearsal most and a space laboratory
least.

In some cases you may enjoy all three activities in
the group. In others, you may not like any of them.
In any case, make a choice in every group of activi-
ties. After you have completed the choice activity,
your teacher or your parent will help you chart your
interests in six groups: Artistic, Mechanical, Out-
doors / Animals, Persuasive, Scientific and Social
Services.

If you show a high number in one field, or perhaps
two fields, it means that for right now, you have a
definite interest there. If you have about the same
number under each of the six headings, that means
that you have many interests and that no one of them
is stronger than the others just now. This does not
mean that you will never change your interests or
that you will make your life's work in one of these
groups. You are still growing and your interests may
keep changing. :

Remember, there are two ways of living
your life: it can happen to you, much as
the weather happens to you or you can
make real choices about the course your
life will take and the kind of person you

wish to be. Remember_
This }Is Not A Test




S e

e Gy

B
U 1

7. L
SN, o
e

a4
L8 -
ol

8. a
oy
i

10..@8
b )
A

Which One Would You Like to Do Most?
Which One Would You Like to Do Least?

G0 shopping TOr a sSick persol . ii .0 haby
Talk to a sick person about getting well . . . . ... ..
Make a jigsaw puzzle for a sick person.........

O & star in | TV Series. .o e i g

Work on a ranch.

Paint a picture by

numbers Al Sl i ik o

Teach & Wiend to paint, 000 sy 2ol @aiun &
Read a book on how to paint and then try it. . . . ..

Convince your dad
Go camping . .. ..
Visit Cape Kennedy

you need an allowance. . ... ..

Help your brother with his homework. .. ... ... ..

Wash dishes . ...
Cook a meal. . ...

Hiay a musical mistrument. o0 e 000 g

Win an argument.

Wait on tables in a restaurant. . . . .. SR

Be a trail blazer. .

Be a designer of dresses or airplanes. . ... ... ...
Be the inventor of television. . .............:..

Sell tickets for an amateur play. . .. ...........
Make posters for the play . ;. UGl Ui g

Collect money from

the ticket sales of play. . . . . ..

Make a woodshop or a sewing corner. . .........
Make a scrapbook of picture postcards. . ........

Make a first-aid kit

most

cTe® oTw

DTN
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pen

least
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Leéad a classroom spelling.bee. ... ... ¢ ... .
Sign up to lead playground games. ..........
Help the teacher after school. . .............

T RE SEEID e e,
TS Ol S COIONY. s ey T i
Manage your own toy stores. . . o 8 g a

Grow vegetables in your backyard...........
Make some candy without a recipe. ... .......
Tell stories to smaller children. .. ...........

Lesian your own bedroom. ... i i iin . s

Try out different sails on toy sailboats

fo'see Which works best . .-, . . . L igainbre s
Write your own words to a popular song. . ... ..

Teach sign 1anguaglic. == Haaiihad Gt sdebaig,
Call the grocer witlt an order.. .5\ = lve disme
Ask people to buy candy so you can win a prize. .

B 2. cowboy ORCOWMRIRL: .ol -0l slvie v e lo
Work at a weathet Station, . -iv. o o v dans
Write articles for a newspaper. ... ..........

Lliscover a cure for hay feveru .. . 5. i amie
Manage a village for factory workers. ... ... ..
Make up a dictionary of sl@ng s v ol & dakn

B A At MUSERM . ol s s e
Visit a transplant research laboratory. . ... ...

Visit a recreation center for mentally

DERGEahneG children .. o LRl

Play marbies blindfolded . . . . aute b ot v vadens
Pretend you're the first person on the moon. . .

Sell lemonade on a rainy day to earn

enough money to go to thecircus. ... ........

VWi o soench contest. .. .0 ik gl i
Win a dog:showing contest. .. ., .., ... .50,
Rescue a drowning victim. . .. . <. . .. o 0

most

2o

oo 0O

P

least
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Which One Would You Like to Do Most?

Which One Would You Like to Do Least?
most

Nt a Mol Studio: oo a7 c o st T R
Bt a nalignal Park e v L e et e
Visit the Battlefield at Gettysburg. . ... ... ... ...

Prganize amessy deskc... . i L Ll
Ask for an arts and crafts day in a club you belong to
Belong to an amateur astronomy club. . .. ... .. ..

Play tag oulside with friBRds. ..ol . kil o
Play with a large jigsaw puzzle inside alone. . . . ..
Play dustor OF DIrse o e o0 Sl vl T

MaRe 0 Jigsaw puzzle. . . Sl Bl
Dovainn a new Dudding . 8o s T
Make a mobile of junk from your summer vacation

Read a funny story to a blind student. . . ... ... ..
Count the number of Fords on a road trip. ... .. ..
Interview kids on the playground about

the SCHOOl SPorts Pra@ram . it bl v

VISl o Unkertoy fact@ey . 0 0 c
Walch a rehearsal fota BIgPIAY . v i iy o i
Visit an aquarium having world’s largest fish. . . ..

Collect autographs of famous people. . . . .. L

CERGor PRITERENES 0 o o e

Collect underwater plants to look at
Lager @ mighestape. . e T T S

Visit an exhibit of Yhe firsttrains. ... ... 0. &
Visit an exhibit of famous paintings. . ..........
Visit an exhibit of stuffed wild animals. .. .......

Tasch tricks t0 a Qo e oy Dot Sl a0
Read a comic book to a sick friend. . . ... ......
Take apart a toy that doesn't work. .. ..........

DO 8 bhivd house.. . 0w vios i e e
Get your teacher to let you have a bird

sanctuary outside the classroom window. . . ... ...
Study birds and watch them through binoculars. . .

pPe

co® oow

ohie
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Examine animal tracks in the woods. . .. ........
Prepare a meal from start to finish

W vl mMother 18 |eke, 0 0y e L T
Win a game by talking all the time to

distract your opponent

Be i charke Of plants inschool., 't o .

Be in charge of a class

actian ot qune . L

Be in charge of an art display in the room. ... ...

Sing Christmas carols in the neighborhood. . . . . ..
Go to the zoo with your best friend. . . . ... .... ..
Talk your brother into giving you his dessert. . . ..

Watch a space launching I eSO i e
Watch a demonstration of computers .. ........
WHt@h R politicar denate . s i D0

Convince your sister that she should

do the dishes for you.
Learn to ride bareback

Recite the steps in a lunar landing. . .. .........

Pind a home Tor a stray puppy. .0 o0 a U,

Train a stray puppy as

Coa e ol R i G

most

Play in the backyard with a stray puppy.........

Make a musical instrument that really plays. . . . ..
Make a mobile that will balance. . .. ........... j
Make a campsite in the woods. . .. ............ v

@limb a tree 0. .. .

Take apart a plant to see how it grows. ... ......
Fix a leaky hose without help. . .. .............

Buy school supplies for child whose
home was destroyed by flood. ... .............

Have your own column

mMmeEpapey oLt

Write a letter to editor on conditions

of slums in your city. .

BVEREh B news ot mght .~ s
YWaltl Cartoons on Saturdaay, . L ar T
Watch Winter Olympics

oTy oUW

v oo

ooTw

oTw

o 0T

ek

least




arent/Teacher: After your child has
mpleted the choice activity, read
se directions aloud to him, and
p him chart his choices.
. Remember the lines in front of
h activity — the ones you weren't
osed to write on? Now you can
e on them. Listen as someone
s each choice to you and gives
| a code letter to put in front of
h one. Look at the example under
>elow, to help you understand what
do. This is what the code means:
Artistic/Creative (Enjoys fantasy,
art, drama)
Mechanical (Enjoys working with
hands)
Outdoors / Animals (Enjoys out-
door life)
Persuasive (Enjoys moving others
: to action)
Scientific (Enjoys discovering life
scientifically)
-Social Service (Enjoys serving
others)

Now you have to list your choices

separate sheet of paper. Number
ieet of notebook paper from 1 to
Divide the paper into two columns
label one column “most’”’ and
other ‘‘least.”

From your copy of Joy, copy the
etter for each choice that you
€ as ‘‘most’’ in the most column.
e same with the least favorite
e,

example, this entry—

Most Least
Visit an automobile
- S
. Visit a play
fehiearsal . .. b.
§ c. Visit a space O
laboratory . .. . . 5 c O

would look like this on your sheet of
. paper.
g Most  Least
A S
4. At the end, count all the A’s, all
the M’s, all the O's, and so forth
~under the most column. The highest
“  number shows what your favorite in-
terests are. If you had 15 A’s, for
~ example, it would mean that just now,
Y you are very interested in creative
arts. Do the same for the least col-
umn, and you will find your unfavor-
ite interests.

Read again the information on p. 2
about the meaning of the way you
made your choices.
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DArENT and
educator

A Common Heritage

By Audrey Friedman

SHARING NOTES ON
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PART TWO

“When are we gonna stop talking
about equality and do something
about it?”

A chorus of '"Yeah, man,” “That's
tellin' 'em,"” and “Right on!" followed
this vehement statement by an
earnest ninth grade boy. We were
studying the city and its effects on
minorities in our junior high school
Jewish religious school program.

It seemed we had discussed
prejudice frequently of late and this
young man had ‘“had it.” When |
asked him to elaborate on what he
meant by his complaint, this is what
he said:

“We all know there are inequalities
in society. So we sit here week after
week and talk about them. Then we
go home to our nice, middle class
homes in our nice, middle class
neighborhoods and forget about it
until the next discussion. It almost
seems as if our religion has nothing to
do with our lives!”

Later, this student eventually
dropped out of class. When | called
him to urge him to return, | learned
that he was voluntarily attending a
predominantly minority school. He
reiterated his previous position: “I'm
where the action is. It's too late to just
talk!"

Kids today are too sophisticated to
go along with churches and
synagogues which preach one thing

while its members do another.
Realizing this, we plan to involve our
students in action projects in the
community this year. For many of
them, it will be the first experience of
this type. Hopefully, the young people
may become aware that their religion
is a part of their lives, not something
reserved for a separate
compartment.

This problem of teaching religion
and life as one is shared by Christian
educators | know. And also, many
teachers in Christian religious
schools state that they are
experiencing the same difficulty Jews
have in giving students a historical
perspective of their religion.

A clever teacher | know gets
around the resistance to history by
starting his history lessons with an
article from the daily newspaper.
After reading the article, he focuses
on stories and incidents in history
and the Bible which are related or
similar to the newspaper topic.
Students see history through con-
temporary affairs, and they are im-
mediately interested.

While they do not learn a
chronological approach with this
method, students can still absorb a
lot of history. In sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades, a timeline helps them
get a feeling of the order of events,
too.

THEME 20
MAKING CHOICES

This issue begins the unit, ‘‘Response
involves decision-making."” The issue
involves the child in making some
choices so that, after making the
choices, he can begin to look at why
he makes those particular choices.

Making choices not only helps a per-
son understand more about himself.
But making choices helps us learn to
become responsible for the decisions
we make and for the actions which
follow decisions.

Both Jewish and Christian
educatiors and parents share
another dilemma—that of teaching
what Christians call ‘“doctrine’” and
what Jews refer to as “Law.” | have
come to the conclusion that a child
will not relate to things which are not
within his experience. But for the
contemporary child, there is very
little which is not within his ex-
perience!

My eleven-year-old constantly
amazes me by the broad reaches of
his understanding. His close com-
panion, the TV set, has made him
comfortable already with every
human emotion and in every
geographical location. This global
outlook makes it both possible and
necessary to discuss with him many
sophisticated issues and reach some
level of understanding.

In the religious school setting,
through the use of role-playing, group
dynamics, games and simulations,
and other experiential methods, even
the young child can begin to grow
toward understanding the meaning of
doctrine or law and how these things
affect the now world. This may help
your students associate the
relationship between men and God
with the relationship they establish
between men and men.
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