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Exploring the existence of precious wood and their significance in modern times
From attempt to clarify definitions and interviews with precious wood owners and creators
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Summary
Before actually using woodwork and woodcraft, designers

and creators must first identify and select timber according to
the strength of the tree species, the nature of the wood grain,
and the visual characteristics of the surface: for these

characteristics indelibly impact the tenor and form of the end-
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product, be it in architecture or in woodworking. In this paper,
we shall study the various aspects of Japanese precious wood
(meiboku), with the purpose of distinguishing its distinctive
features and remarkable qualities.

In Japan, precious wood has been used mainly as material
for traditional Japanese-style architecture to decorate an
exceptional zone in the dwelling space. Thus, in architecture
as well as in woodworking, meiboku has been used for
extraordinary appreciation and pretentious purposes. But
recently, with the decline of preference for the material,
demand for precious wood is waning. Definition of precious
wood is already becoming vague, and the difference from
ordinary wood is increasingly unclear. Along with the decrease
in demand, the existence of meiboku becomes more and more
tenuous, and the pre-eminence and significance attributed to
precious wood will likely suffer further changes from times
and trends.

In this research, we focus on the properties and present-day
problems confronting precious wood. We explore the factors
causing ambiguity about quality and define the elusive
essence of precious wood; we try to delineate the changes due
to social change. In the first chapter we will describe the
background and purpose of the research, and in the second
chapter we will explore definitions of precious wood based on
past literature and our actual experiences as a woodworker.
The third chapter details representative meiboku features
(wood grain texture) and uses, and the fourth chapter
discusses general timber consumption trends. In the fifth
chapter, we will present the contents and results of the
questionnaire and the interview survey conducted in 2016 of
woodworkers and precious wood suppliers, in an effort to
grasp the actual situation and habitat necessary for the
merboku. In the sixth chapter we further discuss the

definition and significance of meiboku in an era of change.
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