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Summary

This article predominately discusses the piano work of Catalogue d’oiseaux (1956-58) of Olivier Messiaen (1908-92). Cat-
alogue d’oiseaux contains thirteen movements. 1. Le Chocard des Alpes, 11. Le Loriot, 1II. Le Merle bleu, INV. Le Traquet Sta-
pazin, V. La Chouette Hulotte, V1. L’ Alouette Lulu, VII. La Rousserolle Effarvatte, VIII. L’ Alouette Calandrelle, 1X. La Bous-
carle, X. Le Merle de roche, X1. La Buse variable, XI1. Le Traquet rieur and XIII. Le Courlis cendré.

It presents many ‘birdsongs’ and other aspects of nature : water (waves, sea, ponds, swamps, rivers, fog), sky, wind, cliffs,
fields, flowers, mountains, stones, rocks, desert and other geological elements.

In La Chouette Hulotte, L’ Alouette Calandrelle, La Rousserolle Effarvatte, Le Merle de roche and La Courlis cendré one can hear
the music of the night ; whereas in La Traquet Stapazin and La Rousserolle Effarvatte, one can hear the music of the sunrise
and sunset. These movements vividly juxtapose the contrast between darkness and light.
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