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The Role of Ecotourism on the Conservation of
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Abstract

We discussed the role of ecotourism on the conservation of local environments.

Ecotourism is defined as a tour which depends on the characteristic nature of a region,
is useful for local economics and/or society, and contributes to the conservation of local re-
sources. We focused on the subjects which are concerned with ecotourism. We concluded
that a common understanding for nature among subjects is necessary for the contribution
of ecotourism on the conservation of local environment.

This is also supported by the analysis of the tour at Shiraho-sango-mura considered as
a case of ecotourism. The common understanding for the natural environment between a
staff of Sango-mura (Yosomono = a stranger) and local citizens is indicated as an impor-
tant factor.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
Ecotourism (.Y —1 X 2A), Ecotour (= 7—), Conservation of Local Environ-
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