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The Development of Japanese Language Education
for Non-degree International Students

Akio KATAYAMA

Abstract

The author of this paper has been teaching non-degree international students, who receive
Japanese language education for a half semester before enrolling at Kibi International
University. The average Japanese language proficiency of the students at the start of the
course is as follows: approximately 10% are at the N2 level, 30% are at the N3 level, and 60%
are at the N4 and N5 levels. 95.7% of the students are from non-kanji using backgrounds.
The students take eight of the courses related to the Japanese language.

They study Japanese vocabulary, grammar, reading and listening comprehension. In
addition, they take one more course that includes basic exercises designed for international
students, homework tasks of around 20-pages, and writing a Statement of Purpose for
Admission.

In the class focusing on basic exercises, an original quiz booklet is used to study Japanese
affairs. The main aim of the class is not for students to get correct answers on the quiz,
but to improve their Japanese communication skills through discussing explanations of the
correct answers, and events derived from the questions.

As students with non-kanji using backgrounds account for 95.7% of the class, homework
comprises around 80% reading and writing of kanji characters and vocabulary, and 20%
grammar exercises that include questions on postpositional particles. All students submit
their homework every time, partly because the author checks if they have submitted it or
not.

The students are required to take an examination to become an undergraduate student at
Kibi International University six months later. As it is mandatory to prepare a Statement of
Purpose for Admission, all students work together seriously to prepare their statement. This

exercise is good for training both reading and writing comprehension.
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